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To  His   Honor  the  Honorable  Theodore  Robitaille,  Lieutenant-Governor 

of  the  Province  of  Quebec, 


Sir, 


I  beg  to  forward  to  Your  Honor  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 


Public  Instruction  for  the  scholastic  year  1881-82. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be 


Sir, 
Your  Most  Obedient  Servant, 


JEAN  BLANCHET, 

Provincial-Secretary. 
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Quebec,  26th  December,  1882. 

To  Han.  Jean  Blachst, 

Provincial  Secretary. 

SlE, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  upon  public  instruction  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec  for  the  scholastic  year  1881-82. 


General  Summary. 

As  in  my  other  reports,  I  will  first  give  a  table  showing  our  present 
general  situation  as  compared  with  previous  years. 
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The  above  table  must  be  compared  with  the  following : 
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The  pricipal  fact  to  be  deduced  from  these  official  statistics,  is  that 
there  has  been  an  increase  or  an  improvement  in  everything,  and  every 
where.  Last  year  the  statistics  were  far  from  being  as  satisfactory.  The 
Book  Depository  had  just  been  abolished  and  our  population,  again  left  ta 
themselves  in  the  purchasing  of  school  books,  neglected,  to  a  deplorable 
degree,  the  first  of  their  duties  in  the  administration  of  schools,  which  con- 
sists in  giving  the  children  what  is  necessary  for  their  studies. 

The  immediate  consequence  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  children 
studying  the  principal  subjects  of  primary  education,  such  as  history,  arith- 
metic, geography  and  drawing. 

In  order  to  remedy  this  evil  and  to  a  certain  extent,  replace  the  Book 
Depository,  according  to  the  tenor  of  my  last  report,  I  expressed  the  wish 
that  the  Legislature  would  pass  a  law  compelling  school  municipalities  in 
the  future  to  provide,  themselves,  the  school  books  and  necessaries. 

The  Grovernment  brought  down  a  bill  which  contained  the  following 
clause  : 


'*  2.  School  municipalities  shall  be  obliged  to  supply  the  schools  held 
under  their  control  with  the  necessary  school  supplies^  and  to  distribute 
gratuitously  to  the  children  entered  on  the  school  roll,  books,  slates,  copy- 
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books,  pencils,  ink,  and  all  other  things  necessary  or  useful  for  teaching  ;. 
and  the  said  municipalities  shall  buy  all  these  things  with  their  own 
funds. 

"  If  a  child  loses,  destroys  or  spoils,  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  useless, 
his  class-books  or  supplies,  he  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  for  those  given  him 
to  replace  them.    . 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officers  of  the  school  held  under  their  con- 
trol, on  the  first  day  of  every  month,  to  inform  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of 
the  Commissioners  or  Trustees  of  the  number  of  children  who  are  without 
the  necessary  school-books  or  supplies." 

But  this  bill  which  was  unanimously  passed  by  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly failed,  through  some  misunderstanding  which  I  have  been  unable  to 
ascertain,  to  get  through  the  Council. 

Under  the  circumstances,  my  duty  was  quite  plain.  I  had  only  to 
seek  in  the  existing  system  for  the  means  of  recovering  the  lost  ground.  I 
have  always  at  hand  a  powerful  lever,  the  inspectorship.  By  means  of 
the  inspection  'bulletins  of  which  I  have  spoken  more  than  once  in  my 
reports,  I  can  keep  myself  posted  as  to  the  educational  work  done  in  each 
locality.  Every  school  has  its  bulletin  which  the  inspector  sends  me  after 
his  inspection,  and  if  the  school  be  badly  kept,  I  am  informed  of  it  at  once. 
I  can  then  intervene  and  remind  the  local  authorities  of  the  requirements 
of  the  law. 

It  is  by  means  of  such  bulletins  and  of  the  special  instructions  given 
to  the  inspectors  that  I  have  been  enabled  to  excite  the  zeal  of  the  rate- 
payers, remove  the  evil  effects  of  neglect  and  cause  new  efforts  to  be  made 
for  the  public  welfare.  The  inspectors  have  endeavored  to  convince  the 
municipalities  of  the  advantages  of  the  system  provided  by  the  bill  above 
cited  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Superintendent  after  having  taken  commu- 
nication of  the  inspection  bulletins,  has  deemed  it  his  duty,  more  persever- 
ingly  and  energetically  than^ever,  to  counsel  and  remonstrate  with  the 
School  Commissioners  and  Trustees  and  has  even  in  more  than  one  instance 
taken  rigorous  measures. 

The  result  of  this  daily  work  is  shewn  in  the  two  preceding  tables. 


The  year  1880-81  was  a  bad  one :  we  picked  up  in  1881-82,  as  may  be  seen 
by  the  comparison  between  this  year  and  18Y9-80  as  to  the  branches  in 
which  there  was  a  decrease  in  1880-8L 

1879-^0  1881-82 

History 80143  82308 

Arithmetic 153862  157679 

Geography 72812  78515 

Industrial  drawing 50777  60099 

This  result  is  due  to  the  zeal  of  the  inspectors  and  to  the  habit  which 
several  municipalities  have  already  acquired  of  supplying  the  schools  them- 
-^elves.  How  much  more  success  could  we  not  have  attained,  if  a  system 
which  a  short  experience  has  proved  to  be  beneficial,  had  only  been  sanc- 
tioned by  statute  ?  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  again  ask  that  the  Legislature 
shall  take  up  the  question. 

I  cannot  leave  this  subject  without  mentioning  the  great  improvement 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  building  and  division  of  the  school  houses. 
The  law  which  compels  the  Commissioners  to  build  school-houses  upon 
plans  supplied  or  approved  by  the  Superintendent  was  passed  in  1876,  and 
since  then  714  new  houses  have  been  built.  I  am  in  a  position  to  assert 
that  they  are  all  suitable.  This  fact  alone  is  sufficiently  important  not  to 
escape  notice. 

I  may  also  instance  individual  cases  where  astonishing  progress  has 
been  made.  Thus,  Mr.  Q-ay,  shows  an  increase  of  240  per  cent  in  the 
number  of  pupils  learning  arithmetic  while  Mr.  Stenson  gives  the  following 
table  of  the  results  obtained  in  his  district. 
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This  may  be  considered  a  real  victory.  The  duties  of  an  inspector,  like 
those  of  a  teacher,  are  very  often  tedious,  but  when,  on  looking  over  the 
past,  we  notice  such  progress,  we  find  great  consolation  in  being  legitim- 
ately proud  of  a  labor  which  has  been  fruitful. 

Dr.   GrIARD. 

Some  months  ago,  Dr.  G-iard,  owing  to  his  great  age,  was  superannuated, 
after  being  connected  with  the  department  for  thirty-five  years.  During 
this  long  period  of  persevering  labor,  he  has  seen  our  school  system  brought 
into  existence,  increased  and  developed,  and  he  may  to-day  say  with  the 
poet :  quorum  pars  magna  fui,  A  fellow  laborer  of  Mr.  Meilleur,  Mr.  Chau- 
veau  and  Mr.  de  Boucherville,  he  has  had  a  part  to  perform  in  all  the 
reforms  whose  happy  influence  we  now  notice,  and  I  myself,  whose  valu- 
able  assistant  he  has  not  ceased  to  be,  am  happy  to  pay  tribute  to  his 
intelligence,  his  judgment,  his  scrupulous  honesty  and  his  exceptional 
aptness  for  work. 

There  are  few  men  to  be  found  who,  without  attaining  the  first  rank  in 
the  management  of  affairs,  have  borne  with  more  honor  to  themselves  and 
benefit  tp  the  public  the  title  of  '*  servant  of  their  country." 
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At  the  close  of  his  administrative  career,  Dr..Oiard  has  received  from 
the  land  of  our  ancestors,  the  decoration  of  an  academical  officer.  14  o  one 
was  more  worthy  of  the  distinction. 

Suggestions  of  the  Inspectors. 

These  gentlemen,  in  their  appended  reports,  make  several  suggestions 
to  which  it  is  proper  that  the  attention  of  the  Grovemment  should  be  called. 

Thus,  Mr.  Grrondin,  seeing  the  difficulty  which  the  secretary-treasurers 
invariably  find  in  collecting  the  school-taxes,  would  like  to  see  the  de- 
faulters compelled  to  pay  upon  their  arrears  a  rate  of  interest  sufficiently 
high  to  be  equivalent  to  a  penalty. 

Mr.  Magrath  and  Mr.  Tremblay^  are  of  opinion  that  the  number  of 
school  commissioners  should  be  reduced  from  five  to  three. 

Mr.  Magrath  reiterates  an  opinion  which  he  has  already  expressed 
several  times ;  that  a  portion,  more  or  less  extensive  of  the  Crown  Lands, 
should  be  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  pension  and  aid  fund  for 
teachers. 

I  have  frequently  heard  the  idea  expressed  that  the  distribution  of  the 
grants  should  be  based  upon  the  average  attendance  of  the  pupils  at  school. 
By  this  means,  it  is  thought,  the  rate-payers  would  be  made  to  fear  that 
their  legislative  grants  would  be  withdrawn,  and  would  therefore  be  more 
careful  than  they  now  are  to  send  their  children  to  school  throughout  the 
year. 

Finally,  nearly  all  the  inspectors  appear  to  me  to  favor  the  system 
which  I  so  strongly  recommend,  of  obliging  the  municipalities  themselves 
to  provide  the  schools  with  all  the  necessary  books  and  articles. 

Teachers  Conventions. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  note  the  growing  importance  of  teachers'  con- 
ventions. These  meetings  where  pedagogical  questions  of  every  descrip- 
tion are  discussed,  create  a  uniform  current  of  thought  which  animates  the 
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whole  body  of  teachers ;  they  favour  the  study  of  problems  and  conduce 
to  the  practical  solving  thereof. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  publish  next  year  a  report  showing  the  number  of 
those  conventions,  the  names  of  those  who  attended  them,  the  works  received, 
the  nature  of  such  work,  etc. 


Educational  Journals. 

The  educational  journals  which  private  enterprize  has  substituted  to 
official  publications,  the  Journal  de  V Instruction  Publique  and  the  Journal  of 
Education^  deservedly  obtain  a  marked  success.  They  are  well  conducted 
and  well  edited.  I  cannot  too  warmly  recommend  the  Legislature  to  assist 
them  and  the  teachers  to  give  them  their  patronage. 


Our  Readers. 

Montpetit's  graded  Headers  have  done  great  good  throughout  the 
country.  Without  being  perfect,  they  were  written  according  to  the  true 
principles.  G-raduation  in  teaching  is  an  absolute  necessity,  because  the 
same  good  cannot  be  indistinctively  given  to  the  intellect  which  has  just 
begun  to  bud,  and  that  which  is  already  formed.  It  is  this  graduation  to 
be  found^in  Montpetit's  books  which  has  gained  for  the  the  approval  of  the 
Council  and  which  has  led  me  to  recommend  them  in  all  our  schools. 

I  might  say  here  that  some  persons  have  been  mistaken  in  believing 
that  I  recommended  those  books  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Devoir  du  Chretien, 
so  popular  for  a  long  time  past.  I  do  not  exclude  this  last  book ;  I  only  say 
that  it  is  too  advanced.  It  is  not  graduated,  and  it  is  too  difficult  for  chil- 
dren, as  I  have  already  stated  to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  that  and  excluding  it ;  it  is  a  book 
that  should  be  found  above  all  in  model  schools,  where  it  can  greatly  con- 
tribute in  forming  the  heart  and  the  intelligence  of  the  pupils. 

The  Council  has  also  approved  the  Bobert  series,  which  has  really 
much  to  recommend  it,  and  will  with  time  certainly  obtain  one  of  the 
first  places  on  the  list  of  our  school  books. 
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The  spirit  of  our  laws. 

On  account  of  certain  recent  occurences,  I  believe  it  my  duty  to  recall 
the  spirit,  the  principle  which  presides  the  general  direction  of  the  depart- 
ment for  which  I  am  responsible  to  the  G-ovemment  and  to  the  country. 
To  do  so,  I  prefer  to  making  new  declaration  to  recall  declarations  which 
I  have  already  made.     In  my  circular  of  the  10th  March,  1877,  I  said : 

'*  In  our  system  of  primary  education,  we  first  teach  our  children  the 
catechism  of  religious  truths,  in  order  to  teach  them  to  serve  Grod,  then  the 
manuals  of  agriculture  and  drawing,  to  render  them  capable  of  serving 
their  country.  Pro  Deo  et  patrid,  are  the  words  which  the  Canadian  legis- 
lator has  written  on  the  front  of  out  school-houses.  Having  been  taught 
his  religious  duties  the  child  also  knows  his  temporal  ones ;  he  prepares 
himself  for  agriculture  and  for  trades.  The  elementary  school,  thus  neglects- 
none  of  the  popular  classes ;  it  thus  benefits  the  whole  people.  Our  system 
is  therefore  theoretically  complete. 

And  in  my  circular  of  the  15th  June  of  the  same  year : 
**  Teach  the  children  their  moral  duties.     No  school  without  God. 
Religion  is  the  best  teacher  of  our  duties;  it  exalts  man  and  iortifies  him." 

In  a  speech  which  I  had  the  honor  to  deliver  before  the  Catholic  Con- 
gress at  Quebec,  the  26th  June,  1880, 1  said :  , 

"  I  will  tell  you  in  a  few  words  on  what  our  elementary  school  system 
is  based.  It  was  considered  one  of  the  most  perfect  which  existed  by  the 
specialists  appointed  during  the  Paris  Exhibition  to  examine  the  results 
obtained  by  the  school  systems  adopted  by  the  different  people  of  the  world 
and  for  which  the  Province  of  Quebec  obtained  4  diplomas,  4  bronze  medala 
and  4  first  class  honorary  distinctions. 

'*  For  the  working  of  this  system  of  education,  the  province  is  divided 
into  school  municipalities,  managed  by  5  school  commissioners.  But  when, 
in  any  locality  there  exists  a  certain  number  of  families  who  do  not  profess 
the  religious  belief  of  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  the  minority  have  a 
right  to  have  for  their  children  separate  schools  which  are  then  under  the 
control  of  three  trustees.    Each  of  these  schools  receives  from  the  govern* 
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ment  a  gramt  which  is  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  old  enough 
to  attend  school.  The  amount  which  the  government  thus  spends  each 
year  amounts  to  $163,000. 

*'  I  have  spoken  of  school  commissioners  and  trustees. 

''  This  dualism  is  the  corollary  of  the  dualism  of  the  religions  and 
nationalities  which  divide  the  country.  The  State  equally  protects  French 
and  English  and  in  consequence  both  beliefs.  In  fact  the  State  unites 
itself  to  both  creeds,  in  matter  of  education,  and  it  does  not  authorize  a 
school  to  be  atheistical ;  but  if  it  requires  it  to  be  Christian  in  order  to 
grant  it  aid,  it  does  not  demand  that  it  should  belong  to  any  particular 
creed.  Full  liberty  is  given  in  this  respect  and  this  is  the  reason  why  per- 
fect harmony  reigns  amongst  our  people. 

"  These  two  bodies,  commissioners  and  trustees  represent  the  people. 
They  employ  whom  they  wish,  govern  according  to  law,  etc.  Thus  no  reli- 
gious or  national  conflicts. 

"  We  have  no  advice  to  give  still  less  have  me  lessons  to  read  to  the 
foreigner  but  we  may  be  permitted  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  having 
been  so  well  able,  to  apply  to  our  country  the  great  principle  of  freedom 
of  teaching. 

"  School  inspectors,  numbering  36,  are  obliged  twice  a  year,  to  visit 
each  school  and  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  a 
detailed  statement  of  their  labours. 

''  Finally  to  assist  the  Superintendent  in  the  work  of  management,  a 
Council  is  given  him  composed  of  men  highly  recommendable  and  ofiering 
by  their  honorable  position  and  their  well-known  capacities,  all  desirable 
guarantees,  appointed  by  the  Gt)vernment  and  chosen  from  the  different 
parts  of  the  Province.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  state  that  of  this  Council 
composed  of  17  Catholics  and  8  Protestants,  the  bishops  of  the  Province  are 
de  jwe  members,  each  of  them  representing  his  diocese  which  is  for  him  a 
school  district  whose  moral  and  intellectual  direction  he  superintends.  This 
general  Council  is  divided  into  committees :  Catholic  and  Protestant ;  the 
first  composed  of  17  members  and  the  second  of  8,  these  latter  being 
authorized  by  law  to  add  5  associate  members  to  the  number. 
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"  The  G-eneral  Council  of  Public  Instruction  is  presided  t)Ter  by  the 
Superintendent  and  its  mission  is  to  put  in  motion  all  the  machinery  of 
our  school  system. 

"  In  our  Province,  we  must  acknowledge,  my  Lords  and  gentlemen, 
Ohurch  and  State  have  always  fraternally  worked  hand  in  hand  in  all 
important  questions  relating  to  education  ;  both  have  a  mission  in  which 
they  cannot  falter  without  causing  the  greatest  disorders  in  our  social 
system. 

*^  The  Church  has  always  been  the  great  educator  of  the  human  race. 
In  the  most  remote  ages,  we  find  the  priesthood  entrusted  with  the  glorious 
prerogative  of  preserving  the  precious  deposits  of  tradition  and  learning 
and  of  difiusing  the  light  of  wisdom  of  which  it  was  the  time  honoured 
guardian. 

"  The  Church  has  always  laboured  to  make  citizens  useful  to  society 
and  to  their  country. 

"  The  duty  of  the  State  in  the  education  of  the  people  is  also  of  great 
importance,  for  from  the  intellectual  culture  of  individuals  depends  the 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  nations. 

"  The  State  is  greatly  interested  in  encouraging  a  healthy  and  moral 
-education,  for  it  is  the  first  to  benefit  by  the  enlightenment  and  virtues 
which  it  may  have  developed. 

"  A  people  which  would  strictly  carry  out  the  principles  of  truth,  of 
goodness  and  beauty  would  be  the  first  people  in  the  world.  It  would 
present  the  spectacle  of  an  incomparable  civilization  in  which  everything 
would  flourish  at  once,  letters,  scien(^es,  arts,  industries,  governed  by  the 
harmonious  union  of  religion  and  patriotism. 

"  Thus,  my  Lords  and  gentlemen,  there  are  two  great  interests  which 
meet  together  on  the  same  ground,  religous  interest  and  social  interest ;  but 
between  the  two  there  must  be  no  conflict,  only  emulation.  The  Church 
requires  Christians,  the  State  requires  citizens.  As  between  these  two 
qualities  there  exist  intimate  and  strong  relations,  as  the  sincere  Christian  is 
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always  a  good  citizen,  so  should  Church  and  State  unite  their  efforts  to 
obtain  the  realization  of  that  sublimo  woriv :  the  elevation  of  mankind. 

•'  Such  is  the  ideal  of  a  true  system  of  national  education;  the  Church 
freely  exercising  its  civilizing  influence  and  its  sovereign  action  upon  the 
heart,  the  character  and  the  intelligence ;  the  State,  on  its  side,  labouring 
to  multiply  the  centres  of  intellectual  activity  by  the  generous  and  eauit- 
able  distribution  of  its  funds,  by  rewards  granted  to  real  merit,  by  the 
cares  it  takes  in  selecting  those  to  whom  it  confides  the  management  of  its 
youth,  by  its  constant  tendency  to  raise  the  intellectual  and  moral  level  of 
growing  generations.  It  is  this  fruitful  union  of  Church  and  State,  in  the 
work  of  education,  which  gives  to  a  nation  the  surest  guarantees  of  pros- 
perity in  the  present  and  of  safety  in  the  future. 

''  My  Lords  and  gentlemen,  this  theoretical  ideal  of  perfect  education, 
of  which  I  sometimes  dream  when  I  ponder  upon  the  responsibilities  of 
the  office  Thold  from  God  and  from  my  country,  has  not  yet  been  attained 
in  practice.  But,  let  us  hope  that,  thanks  to  the  elements  we  possess  and 
with  the  help  of  Providence,  our  system  will  produce,  if  not  perfect  men, 
for  none  exist  on  this  earth,  at  least  excellent  Christians  and  blameless 
citizens." 

These  ideas  which  still  appear  to  me  to  be  just,  I  find  in  the  following 
•document  cited  in  the  report  of  the  69th  Conference  of  the  Jacques  Cartier 
Normal  School,  held  on  the  26th  February,  1881 : 

Mr.  n.  E.  Archambault  then  read  to  the  meeting  the  reply  of  His 
Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec  to  the  following  Memorial  which  the 
<3atholic  teachers  of  the  Province  submitted  to  the  Bishops  assembled  in 
Council  in  February  last. 

Memorial  submitted  by  the  Catholic  lay  teachers  of  the  Province  of  Quebec 
to  the  Bishops  of  the  Province  forming  part  the  Council  of  Public  In- 
struction, 

m 

-"  Your  Lordships, — 

"  There  exists  with  reference  to  the  lay  teachers  of  this   Province  a 
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feeling  of  uneasiness  and  distrust  which  is  all  the  more  to  be  regrett^ 
that  it  eeems  to  increase  instead  of  diminishing. 

When  the  Normal  Schools  were  founded,  several  members  of  the  clergy  ^ 
notwithstanding  the  unqualified  approval  of  the  Bishops  of  the  period,  were 
opposed  to  the  opening  of  these  institutions  which  were  destined,  in  their 
opinion,  to  have  the  same  results  as  in  Europe.  Now  this  has  not  yet 
occurred,  and  the  Normal  schools,  far  from  producing  infidels  and  enemies 
of  the  clergy  have,  on  the  contrary,  produced  truly  Catholic  teachers  in  the 
true  meaning  of  the  word  and  given  several  distinguished  members  to 
religious  communities  and  to  the  clergy. 

In  order  te  define  the  painful  and  precarious  position  of  a  lay  teacher, 
and  also  in  order  to  remove  the  feeling  of  uneasiness  and  distrust  which 
exists  against  him,  we  respectfully  take  the  liberty  ot  submitting  t  o  your 
Lordships'  approval  the  following  declarations,  which  are  the  expression  of 
our  belief  in  the  teaching  of  the  Catholic  Church,  our  mother,  and  of  our 
filial  attachment  to  our  Pastors. 

The  treaty  which  ceded  Canada  to  Great  Britain  secures  for  the 
Catholics  of  this  country  the  free  exercise  and  all  the  prerogatives  of  their 
faith. 

These  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1763,  are  respected  in  the  laws  relating 
to  public  instruction  which  establishes  Catholic  Schools  and  Protestant 
Schools. 

From  the  fact  that  the  law  establishes  Catholic  Schools  and  Protestant 
Schools,  we  must  necessarily  infer  that  the  Catholic  schools  are  placed  under 
the  control  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  vice  versa. 

This  is  not  only  a  necessary  conclusion  to  be  inferred,  but  is  a  right 
which  the  law  expressly  recognizes  : 

1.  In  the  fact  that  ihe  Bishops  form  part  ez-officto  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction  to  whom  is  entrusted  not  only  the  supervision  but  the 
control  of  education  in  this  province.     (39  Vict.  ch.  13,  s.  11.) 
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2.  Because  the  resident  members  of  the  clergy  are  de  jure  visitors  of  the 
fichools  in  the  locality  where  they  reside.     (C.  S.  L.  C ,  c.  15,  s.  121.) 

3.  Because  the  cure  of  each  parish  has  the  exclusive  right  to  select  the 
books  relating  to  religion  and  morality  for  the  use  of  the  schools  for  the 
children  of  his  faith.     (C.  S.  L.C,  c.  16.  s.  65,  par  2.) 

The  laws  on  public  instruction  acknowledge  two  classes  of  teachers  for 
Catholic  schools,  the  teachers  belonging  to  the  clergy  or  to  religious  body 
and  the  lay  teachers.     (C.  S.  L.  C,  c.  15,  s.  110,  par.  10.) 

As  to  the  former,  the  law  presumes  them  to  be  qualified  and  exempts 
them  from  being  examined,  if  they  belong  to  the  clergy,  or  to  a  religious 
body.     (0.  S.  L.  C,  c.  15,  s.  110.  par.  10.) 

But  it  is  different  with  the  latter ;  the  law  requires  them  to  be  morally 
and  intellectually  qualified.     (C.  S.  L.  C,  c.  15,  s.  110,  par.  3  and  10.) 

For  candidates  who  are  not  prepared  to  teach  in  Normal  Schools,  a 
Board  of  Examiners  is  established  in  different  localities  (C.  S.  L.  C,  c.  15, 
s.  103),  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  candidates  are  morally 
qualified  (0.  S.  L.  C,  c.  15.  s.  110,  par;  3),  and  also  possess  the  intellectual 
qualification  defined  by  law^  (C.  S.  L.  C,  c.  15,  s.  110,  par  10). 

After  having  ascertained  that  the  candidate  possesses  the  qualifications 
required  by  law,  the  board  gives  him  a  diploma  or  certificate  authorizing 
him  to  teach  in  the  common  schools  of  the  province,  or  in  that  portion  of 
territory  over  which  the  board  has  jurisdiction. 

Such  is  the  law  which,  while  respecting  the  Church,  affirms  the  duties 
of  the  State  which  may  and  must  cause  to  be  taught  the  sciences  and  arts, 
which  are  necessary  for  the  preservation  and  development  of  national  riches. 
{Essai  ThSorique  de  Droit  Maturely  par  Taparetli,  livre  4,  chap.  4.) 

^  The  lay  teacher  holding  a  diploma  has  therefore  the  right  to  teach 
the  profane  sciences  which  the  law  requires,  just  as  a  teacher  in  orders.  As 
to  religion  we  know  that  the  State  cannot  delegate  the  power  of  teaching  it, 
since  it  does  not  itself  possess  it,  but  your  Lordships  impose  it  upon  us  as  a 
moral  obligation. 


And  we  here  solemnly  affirm  that  never  has  any  one  of  ns  failed  to  da- 
credit  to  this  mark  of  confidence  on  your  part  and  that  the  catechism  is- 
taught  in  all  Catholic  schools  of  the  province. 

The  lay  teacher  from  the  legal  point  of  view  has  the  power  to  teach 
and  his  teaching  can  in  no  wise  be  a  danger  to  the  families,  the  Church  or 
the  State  because  it  is  only  imparted  under  the  three  fold  supervision  of 
the  parents,  the  Government  and  the  Church. 

Since  we  can  and  desire  to  teach  only  under  the  supervision  of  the- 
three  great  bodies  which  constitute  the  nation,  we  are  entitled  to  their 
protection.  We  have  the  protection  of  the  families  and  of  the  State  to  the- 
same  extent  as  it  is  granted  to  teachers  belonging  to  the  clergy  or  to  reli- 
gious communities  ;  but  this  protection  is  denied  us  by  a  certain  number 
of  members  of  the  clergy  who,  wish  notwithstanding  our  protests  to  apply 
to  us  the  provisions  of  the  XLV,  XLVII  and  XLVIII  of  the  Syllabus  and 
consider  us  as  infidels  and  enemies. 

These  are  the  two  injurious  epithets  which  it  is  sought  to  apply  to  u& 
and  which  we  energetically  disclaim. 

We  are  Catholics  and  teachers  and  wish  under  your  paternal  protection 
to  enjoy  all  the  pierogatives  attached  to  these  two  glorious  titles. 

After  having  affirmed  our  rights  and  our  duties,  we  respectfully  take 
the  liberty  of  asking  Your  Lordships  to  be  pleased  to  approve  and  bless 
the  declarations  contained  in  this  memorial  and  to  tell  us  at  the  same  time 
whether  the  two  following  propositions  are  conformable  to  the  laws  and 
to  the  teaching  of  the  Church. 

1.  The  State  has  no  right  to  cause  the  profane  sciences  to  be  taught ; 
this  right  is  expressly  reserved  to  the  Church  by  the  words  of  Our  Lord : 
Docete  omnes  gentes. 

2.  Taxation  for  the  maintenance  of  schools  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
the  Church. 
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Reply. 


Quebec,  19th  May,  1881. 


Mb.  U.  E.  Archambault, 

Montreal. 

Sir, 

Together  with  one  hundred  and  thirty  three  other  Catholic  laymen 
employed  in  teaching,  yon  addressed  in  February  last  to  the  Bishops  of  this 
Province  a  memorial  in  which  you  requested  them  to  consider  the  feeling 
of  uneasiness  and  distTust\which  exists  against  the  lay  teachers  of  this  Province^ 
a  feeling  which  is  all  the  more  to  be  regretted  that  it  seems  to  increase  instead  of 
diminishing. 

You  therefore  askjus  whether  the  two  following  propositions  are  con- 
formable to  the|laws  and  to  the  teaching  of  the  Church. 

J.  The  State  has  no  right  to  cause  the  profane  sciences  to  be  taught ; 
this  right  is  expressly  reserved  to  the  Church  by  the  words  of  Our  Lord  : 
^         Docete  omnes  gentes. 

2.  Taxation  for  the  maintenance  of  schools  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
the  Church. 

The  following  extract  from  a  circular  of  the  late  Archbishop  of  Quebec, 
Monseigneur  Baillargeon,fdated  the  81st  May,  1870,  contains  the  answer  to 
your  two  questions :  "  Jesus-Christ  said  to  the  Church :  Docete  omnes  gentes.., 
docentes  eos  servare  omni(i^qu(ecumque  mandavi  vobis  (St.  Mat.  XXVIII)... 
To  it  alone,  therefore,  it  confided  the  teaching  of  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  Christy 
from  the  elementary  principles  of  the  catechism  to  the  sublimest  truths  of 
theology. 

''  fiy  its  divine  constitution,  it  is  its  right  and  duty  to  see  that  the  faith 
and  morals  of  christian  youth  are  protected  in  the  schools,  and  that  these 
precious  gifts  are  not  exposed  to  the  danger  of  being  lost.  And  as  there 
can  never  be  any  right  against  the  right,  the  State  cannot  fetter  the  Church 
i?^here  faith  and  morals  are  concerned.     For  this  purpose,  the  Church  must 
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have  a  right  to  enter  the  schools  not  only  by  tolerance,  but  in  virtue  of  its 
'Divine  mission. 

'-  It  would  be  contrary  to  the  logic  and  teaching  of  the  greatest  autho- 
rities among  the  doctors  to  reason  from  the  condemnation  contained  in 
propositions  45  and  47  of  the  Syllabus  that  we  should  refuse  the  State  all 
right  of  interfering  in  the  literary  and  scientific  instruction  of  youth,  in  so 
far  as  the  legitimate  ends  of  society  and  the  common  welfare  require  it, 
stigmatizing  as  a  sacrilegious  usurpation,  every  civil  law  relating  to  the 
education  of  youth,  and  finally,  say,  that  by  its  divine  constitution,  the 
Church  alone  should  have  the  positive  mani^ment  of  the  schools,  even  as 
regards  letters  and  natural  sciences." 

This  extract  which  I  send  you  on  behalf  of  all  the  bishops  of  the 
province,  will  show,  you  clearly  what  must  be*  thought  of  each  of  the 

questions  you  put. 

I  remain,  &;c., 

t  E.  A.,  Archbishop  of  Quebec. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  government  expresses  the  same  ideas  in  the 
following  letter. 
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Quebec,  23rd  December,  1882. 

HOX.   GrEDEON  OXIIMET, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instrurtion,  Quebec.  • 

Dear  Sir, 

w  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th 

Norember  last,  (No.  1622-82)  containing  a  resolution  of  the  Catholic  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  which,  owing  to  certain  recent 
facts,  expresses  a  strong  desire  that,  hereafter,  no  bill  relating  to  education 
will  be  presented  to  the  legislature,  until  it  has  first  been  submitted  to  this 
Committee  to  enable  it  to  express  its  opinion. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  Government,  in  asking  the  Quebec  Legislature 

to  establish  a  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  wished  to  secure  for  itself  in 

the  members  composing  it,  enlightened  and  competent  assistants,  whose 

k      wisdom  would  secure  it  from  all  danger  of  error,  in  a  matter  so  important 

and  so  delicate  ajs  education. 

"  It  is  my  firm  intention  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the  law  and  to 
benefit  by  the  valuable  suggestions  which  the  members  of  council  may  give 
me.  I  especially  appreciate  those  coming  from  their  Lordships  the  Bishops  ; 
I  know  they  will  always  be  the  result  of  their  experience  and  of  their 
labor,  as  I  am  convinced,  they  will  be  dictated  by  the  s^me  zeal  and 
devotedness  as  they  have  always  shewn  in  the  cause  of  education. 

"  It  is  the  desire  of  the  population  of  every  creed  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  that  religion  should  form  the  basis  of  education,  and  so  long  as  I 
i      occupy  the  position  which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  fill,  I  will  always 
opi)06e  any  legislation  which  may  endanger  our  religious  instruction. 

"  Besides,  there  is  nothing  to  apprehend  on  that  score,  but  I  speak  as 
I  do  to  show,  once  for  all,  to  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, especially  when  we  may  have  to  legislate  on  the  subject,  that  I  will 
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always  be  ready  to  receive  their  sage  advice  and  derive  as  much  benefit  as 
possible  therefrom  in  every  matter  in  which  religion  occupies  the  most 
prominent  position. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"  Sir, 

"  Tour  obedient  servant, 


"  (Signed.)  J.  A.  MOUSSEAU. 
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In  this  letter,  the  government,  without  renouncing  the  prerogative  of 
governing,  which  it  derives  from  the  people,  and  without  promising  always 
to  seek  the  advice  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  before  submitting 
its  bills,  as  this  might  be  impossible  at  some  given  time,  expresses  its 
desire  to  accept  all  the  suggestions  which  may  be  made,  with  all  the  respect 
due  to  men  of  great  experience  and  clothed  with  a  sacred  character.  Such 
is  the  spirit  of  our  school  laws  which  only  recognize  denominatioillJ 
schools. 

No  school  without  religious  teaching.  Such  is  the  formula  of  the  govern- 
ment and  of  the  teachers,  such  is  also  and  has  always  been  that  of  the 
:Sui>erintendent  and  of  the  officers  of  his  department. 

^      I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir. 

Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

GfiDfiON  OUIMET, 

SuperinUndeni, 
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REPORTS  OF  SCHOOL  INSPECTORS. 


MR.  ARCHAMBEATJLT. 


( Translation,) 


Varennes,  4th  Sept.,  1882, 

County  of  Vercheres. 


SlB, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  herewith  the  grand  statistical  table  of 
my  district,  for  the  scholastic  year  1881-82. 

You  i?vill  see  by  the  table  that  the  statistics  are  as  follows  : 
34  Mxinieipalities : 

9  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 

12  "  "  Chambly, 

13  "  "  Richelieu. 
127  School  Districts : 

35  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 
37      *^  "  Chambly, 

55      "  "  Richelieu. 


121  School  Houses : 

35  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 

86  "  "  Chambly, 
51      '*          "  Richelieu. 

6  School  Houses  rented  : 

2  in  the  county  of  Chambly, 
4      "  "  Richelieu. 

127  Schools  in  operation  under  control : 

85  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 

87  "  "  Chambly, 
45    ^'          ''  Richelieu. 

98  Primary  Schools : 

26  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 
25      "  "  Chambly, 

47      "  ''  Richelieu. 

:3484  Pupils :  1726  boys,  2758  girls,  attend  these  schools. 
675  Pupils:    385     "       340      "    in  the  county  of  Chambly. 
1788  Pupils:    863     "        870      '•    in  the  county  of  Richelieu, 
1076  Pupils :    528     "        548      "    in  the  county  of  Vercheres. 
8  Boys'  Model  Schools  one  in  each  county : 
211  pupils  attend  these  schools. 
62  in  the  county  of  Chambly, 
64      "  "  Vercheres, 

85      "  "  Richelieu. 

6  Mixed  Model  Schools : 
8  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 
2  in  the  county  of  Chambly, 
1  in  the  county  of  Richelieu. 


I  296  boys  attend  these  schools. 

93  ill  the  county  of  Chambly, 
152      "  "  Vercheres, 

51      "  "  Richelieu. 

289  girls  attend  these  schools. 

68  in  the  county  of  Chambly, 
120      **  "  Vercheres, 

>  55      "  ".  Richelieu. 

1  Boys'  Academy  in  the  county  of  Chambly : 
101  pupils. 

9  Grirls'  Academies,  three  in  each  county  : 
2059  pupils  attend  these  schools. 
J  835  in  the  county  of  Chambly, 

896  in  the  county  of  Vercheres, 
829  in  the  county  of  Richelieu. 

)  "         / 

3  Protestant  Dissentient  Elementary  Schools : 

2  in  the  county  of  Chambly, 
1  in  the  county  of  Richelieu, 

75  pupils  attend  these  schools. 
88  in  the  county  of  Chambly, 
87      "  "  Richelieu. 

1  Protestant  Dissentient  Model  School  in  the  county  of  Chambly : 

Attended  by  34  boys  and  19  girls. 

I  6  Colleges,  2  in  each  county :  I 

1103  pupils  attend  them.  I 

240  in  the  county  of  Vercheres,  i 

352      "  "  Chambly,  j 

611      "  "  Richelieu.  \ 
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1275 

ti 

in  Chambly, 

1095 

(C 

in  Vercheres, 

1781 

(( 

in  Richelieu. 

• 

568 

C( 

in  A,  B,  C  and  spelling, 

3588 

(c 

reading  fluently. 

2788 

(C 

in  writing, 

2820 

<( 

in  arithmetic, 

1981 

(( 

in  mental  arithmetic, 

353 

C( 

4 

in  book-keeping, 

127  Institutions  of  all  kinds  : 

37  in  the  county  of  Chambly, 

35      "  *'  Vercheres, 

56      "  "         /Richelieu. 

7671  pupils:  3520  boys,  4151  girls. 
2277  pupils  :  1002    " 
2079  pupils :    984    " 
3315  pupils  :  1534     " 
1179  pupils:    616     " 
6492  pupils :  2904     " 
4931  pupils  :  2148     " 
4863  pupils :  2043     " 
3351  pupils  :  1370 
722  pupils  :    369 
176  pupils  in  .mensuration, 

10  pupils  in  mathematics, 

792  pupils :    335  boys,    457  girls  in  English  grammar, 
3512  pupils :  1453     "      2059    "     in  French 

917  pupils :    339     "        579    "      in  orthography, 
3187  pupils  :  1274     ''      1913     "      in  grammar  and  parsing, 

722  pupils:    308    "        414    "      in  letter-writing, 
2989  pupils :  1180     **      1809     ''      in  geography, 
3391  pupils :  1270     "      2121     "      in  history, 
1773  pupils  in  drawing,  1st  book, 

754      "  "  2nd  book, 

130       "  "  from  nature, 

919       "      in  agriculture, 

440      "       in  vocal  music, 

203      "      in  instrumental  music, 

11  Male  Teachers  holding  diplomas, 
40     **  "        in  religious  orders, 


94  Female  Teachers  holding  diplomas, 

3      "  "         without 

88      "  "         in  religious  orders. 

8  Male  Teachers  receive  a  salary  of  from  $200  to  |400. 

3    "  "  "  "  over  $400. 

40  Female  Teachers  receive    "  under  |100. 

48       "  '*  '  '*  "  from  1100  to  $200. 

8       "  **  "  "  from  $200  to  $400. 

^      The  Male  Teachers  in  religious  orders  receive  from  $120  to  $160. 
"    Female     "  "  "  "       from  $80  to  $100. 

There  are  13  libraries,  containing  9,200  volumes. 

These  figures  are  highly  satisfactory,  and  afford  a  convincing  proof 
that  education  is  progressing  in  this  district. 

In  effect,  when  we  cast  a  retrospective  glance  over  the  thirty  years 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  inauguration  of  the  system  now  in  force  in 
our  schools ;  and  more  particularly  in  our  superior  institutions,  when  we 
'       consider  their  increased  number,  we  have  every  reason  to  be  pleased. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  that  during  the  whole  year  only  one  slight 
difficulty  arose,  and  it  would  never  have  happened  had  it  not  been  for 
the  interference  of  some  intriguers  who  are  strangers  to  the  locality  ;  but 
your  presence  in  the  midst  of  the  interested  parties  at  once  put  an  end  to 
the  unpleasantness. 

The  local  authorities  continue  to  improve  the  school  buildings  and  fur- 
niture, except,  however,  in  certain  parishes  of  the  county  of  Richelieu ; 
ithese  parishes  have  been  mentioned  in  my  bulletins. 

The  Montpetit  series  of  Readers  is  in  use  in  nearly  all  the  schools  of 
this  district,  but  simultaneously  with  the  Devoir  du  Chretien,  which,  I  must 
admit,  has  continued  to  receive  my  hearty  sympathy. 

Mr.  Langlais'  new  series  of  copy-books  for  instruction  in  writing  is 
already  considerably  used  in  all  the  institutions  and  schools  of  this  district ; 
it  is  highly  thought  of,  and  is  already  producing  a  very  good  effect. 
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I  regret  to  state  that  ttj^e  teaching  of  drawing  and  agriculture  is  making- 
but  little  progress  in  our  primary  schools. 

While  in  some  municipalities  it  is  taken  up,  in  the  others  it  is  given  up. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  we  have  almost  everywhere  to  contend  with  op- 
position from  the  local  authorities  and  from  the  parents. 

The  good  times  are  felt  even  in  matters  of  administration ;  the  rate- 
payers  pay  up  better,  and  the  accounts  are  better  kept. 

The  prizes  which  you  instruct  us  to  distribute  are  always  well  received, 
and  give  the  inspector  considerable  prestige  when  he  visits  the  schools. 

I  thought  it  would  not  interfere  with  the  proper  interpretation  of  the 
statistics  in  the  grand  table,  to  enter  those  relating  to  the  Protestant  Pri- 
mary Schools  in  the  column  on  the  second  page  set  apart  for  schools  under 
control  of  the  trustees,  as  in  this  district  there  are  only  Protestant  schools 
under  the  control  of  the  trustees. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  N.  ARCHAMBEAULT, 

School  Inspector: 


MR.  BfiGIN. 

[Translation.] 

RiMOUSKi,  81st  August,  1882. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  the  statistical  table  of  the  schools  in 
the  county  of  Rimouski  for  the  year  1881-82. 

This  table  shows  that  in  my  district  there 'has  been,  this  year,  as  in  the 
past,  a  certain  amount  of  progress.  Two  new  municipalities,  five  districts, 
five  school-houses,  four  schools  under  control,  two  primary  schools,  six 
educational  establishments  of  all  kinds,  an  increase  of  92  in  the  number  of 
pupils  and  54  in  the  average  attendance  in  class ;  such  is*  the  encouxaging^ 
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result  of  the  operations  of  the  past  twelve  months.  Sixteen  teachers  unpro- 
vided with  diplomas  taught  primary  schools.  Such  schools  are  almost 
invariably  very  inferior. 

The  causes  which  paralyze  the  progress  of  education  in  my  district 
have  already  been  pointed  out  in  some  of  my  reports.  They  may  be 
reduced  to  four  principal  ones  ;  inadequate  salaries,  too  frequent  change  of 
teachers,  the  want  of  pedagogical  knowledge  and  experience  in  teaching  in 
many  cases  and  the  irregular  attendance  of  the  pupils. 

^  In  several  municipalities  the    School  Commissioners  do  not  offer  the 

teachers  a  sufficient  remuneration  and  the  result  is  that  a  good  many  schools 
are  closed  during  a  considerable  part  of  the  year  to  the  great  detriment  of 
the  pupils'  progress.  To  this  first  cause  of  want  of  success  or  of  stand-still 
in  the  studies  there  is  another  quite  as  serious  and  disastrous  and  that  is 
the  too  frequent  change  of  teachers.  They  are  only  engaged  for  a  year  at 
a  time  and  every  year  at  the  same  dat«,  there  is  a  general  commotion. 

Teachers  who  are  first  beginning  to  know  and  understand  their  pupils, 
leave  their  schools  and  begin  over  again  in  another  municipality.  It  is 
f  quite  evident  that  such  a  change  is  very  detrimental  to  the  pupils.  More- 
over  when  after  all  this  changing  about,  extending  over  two  or  three  weeks, 
every  thing  should  be  settled,  there  remain  still  but  too  many  districts 
which  owing  to  inconceivable  and  unpardonable  meanness  are  left  without 
any  teachers  at  all  would  it  not  be  better  that  the  engagements  should  be 
for  four  or  five  years  with  the  condition  that  they  might  be  determinated 
for  bad  conduct  or  incapacity  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  ? 

This  frequent  change  gives  us,  every  year,  ypung  female  teachers  quite 
inexperienced  and  often  without  diplomas,  because  they  are  not  old  enough 
or  are  afraid  to  go  before  a  board  of  examiners.  A  school  so  circumstanced 
has  very  little  chance  of  success  and  is  generally  but  little  attended  or 
is  entirely  deserted  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Then  the  Commissioners 
again  commence  to  look  for  a  new  teacher  and  finish  by  engaging  one  who 
has  been  dismissed  from  a  neighboring  municipality. 

As  I  have  already  remarked,  these  schools  are  too  long  closed  during 
the  most  favorable  season  and  as  the  parents  require  their  children  at  the 
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•other  periods  of  the  year,  the  result  is  that  the  pupils  do  not  attend  their 
•classes  very  much  and  learn  very  little. 

Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  amend  section  94  of  the  Education  Act 
so  as  to  authorize  the  School  Commissioners  to  pay,  out  of  the  common 
fund,  all  the  necessary  expenses  for  the  maintenance  of  their  schools  irres- 
pective of  the  number  of  children  in  one  district  ?  The  law  as  it  now 
stands  renders  it  impossible  for  some  localities,  where  there  are  few^ 
children,  to  offer  a  sufficient  salary  to  a  teacher. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  repeating  once  more  that  every  teacher  in  an  insti- 
tution under  the  control  of  the  Commissioners  should  have  at  least  one 
journal  or  periodical  on  education. 

As  shown  by  my  bulletins,  the  eleven  model  schools  in  my  district 
have,  this  year,  been  kept  on  an  excellent  footing.  A  good  many  of  the 
primary  schools  followed  closely  on  their  steps  so  that,  if  there  have  been 
weak  points  in  some  places  there  has  been  considerable  success  in  others. 

The  district  of  Eimouski  has,  this  year,  met  with  a  great  loss  m  the 
departure  of  the  Reverend  Ladies  of  La  Cono^rigation  de  Notre- Dame  who 
have  taught  here  for  the  past  thirty  years,  with  a  success  and  devotedness 
worthy  of  every  praise.  During  that  period  their  institution  has  done  an 
immeuse  amount  of  good  in  our  district  and  the  regret  expressed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Rimouski  when  the  news  of  the  sale  of  their  establishment 
became  known,  showed  to  what  extent  these  excellent  Ladies  had  deserved 
and  secured  the  profound  esteem  and  deep  gratitude  of  the  whole  of  our 
population. 

We  trust  that  they  will  be  worthly  succeeded  in  their  admirable  work 
and  Christian  efforts  to  secure  intellectual  progress. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

D.  B£aiN, 
School  hispector. 
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MR.  BfiLAND. 
[TVanslation.] 

Ste.  Julie,  Megantic,  July.  1882. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  euding  the  30th 
June  last. 

In  preparing  a  statement  of  the  thirty  years  during  which  I  have  been 
inspector  and  comparing  the  former  with  the  past  one,  I  notice  a  radical 
change  both  in  the  number  and  in  the  quality  of  the  schools.  But  in  order 
to  obtain  such  a  success  hard  study,  undaunted  courage  and  patience  were 
necessary. 

The  instruction  given  to  our  population  is  adequate  to  meet  its  first 
ijvants  ;  but  if  there  be  left  anything  to  be  desired  it  is  that  the  Government 
will  give  plenty  of  assistance  to  the  forced  establishment  of  a  boys  model 
school  in  each  municipality.  I  have  already  pointed  out  this  want,  a  thou- 
sand times,  in  vain  ;  but  I  will  not  be  discouraged,  I  will  alw-ays  continue 
to  ask. 

Surely  it  is  not  exacting  too  much  to  desire  to  have  a  good  model 
school  for  boys  instituted  in  every  municipality  oi  any  importance. 

In  my  district  there  are  122  female  teachers  and  the  absurdly  small 
number  of  three  male  teachers.  The  reason  of  this  is  that  female  teachers 
who  are  qualified  to  teach  model  schools  engage  themselves  for  very  re- 
duced salaries. 

We  have  succeeded  in  almost  all  the  schools  in  getting  the  most  ele- 
metary  principles  of  agriculture  taught ;  this  is  better  than  nothing  but  no 
real  success  will  be  attained  until  this  branch  is  taught  by  competent  men 
Our  male  teachers  holding  model  school  diplomas  are  well  able  to  perform 
this  duty  properly  and  to  advantage. 

The  increase  I  have  alluded  to  has  been  secured.chiefly  in  the  most  useful 
and  practical  schools.  Teaching  by  'intuition  is  no  longer  a  mystery  for 
most  of  the  teachers  in  my  district  and  the  syst-  m  is  productive  of  much 
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good.  The  younger  pupils  are  not  those  who  derive  the  least  benefit  from 
it,  for  the  excellent  reason  that  each  teacher  attends  to  all  her  pupils  at  the 
same  time  and  without  exception. 

During  my  inspections,  I  act  as  if  I  was  the  teacher  ;  on  subsequent 
visits  I  ascertain  the  progress  made  and  thereby  judge  of  the  aptitude  of 
the  teachers.  I  now  find  in  a  good  many  schools,  young  children  of  7  or 
8  years  of  age,  who  can  answer  quite  satisfactorily  questions  on  grammar, 
history  and  geography ;  these  young  children  are  not  the  last  in  drawing 
and  writing,  and  they  are  not  afraid  of  sums  in  the  four  first  rules  in  dollars 
and  cents. 

We  have  also  succeeded  in  establishing,  in  nearly  all  the  schools,  the 
general  teaching  of  all  the  subjects  required  by  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction. 

There  are  still  some  districts  in  which  the  rate  payers  wish  to  impose 
their  narrow-minded  views  upon  the  teachers  and  sometimes  upon  the 
inspector ;  but  these  cases  are  so  rare  that  properly  speaking,  they  should 
not  be  mentioned. 

The  most  desirable  of  improvements  are  assuredly  those  to  school 
houses. 

St.  Oalixte  de  Somerset,  Ste.  Julie  de  Megantic,  Ste.  Croix,  St.  Narcisse^ 
which  are  worthy  of  notice  only  on  this  point  have  school  houses  which 
are  quite  suitable.  All  the  other  parishes  leave  much  to  be  desired  in  this 
respect.     And  yet  St.  Agapit  has  made  many  sacrifices. 

To  get  school  houses  improved  and  new  ones  built  is  a  good  work,  but 
I  hope  my  system  for  temporizing  will  succeed  pretty  well. 

I  count  this  year  116  school  districts  in  the  21  municipalities  in  my 
district,  being  three  more  than  last  year,  and  also  three  more  school  houses 
making  at  present  85  school  houses  built,  31  are  rented  ;  as  a  rule  rented 
apartments  are  not  half  suitable.  112  schools  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Commissioners  or  Trustees.  The  total  number  of  institutions  of  all  kinds 
is  122,  attended  by  2,135  boys  and  2,390  girls,  making  a  grand  total  of 
4,525  ;  this  number  is  a  little  more  than  last  year  and  ia  due  to  emigration. 
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Total  average  attendance  3,514  or  9  out  of  12  ;  this  is  better  than  ever, 
mixed  model  schools  10  ;  (an  increase  of  1)  attended  by  203  boys  and  265 
girls.  Total  473,  increase  53  pupils.  The  convents  are  still  three  in  num- 
ber ;  they  are  well  attended  and  are  always  successful. 

Writing:  In  this  branch  there  are  1,741  boys  and  1,988  girls.  Total 
5,729.  Increase  585  or  10  out  of  12.  In  arithmetic  1,265  boys  and  1,491 
girls.  Total  2,756.  Increase  over  last  year,  33  Book  keeping  640  boys 
.and  797  girls.  Total,  1,437.  Increase,  24.  English  grammar,  164  boys 
and  229  girls.  Total,  393.  Increase,  94.  French  grammar,  1,029  boys  and 
1,296  girls.  Total,  2,325  dt  a  little  more  than  one-half  the  total  number  of  pu- 
pils. Increase  over  last  year,  229.  Orthography  and  parsing  show  the  same 
numbers  because  the  pupils  have  to  parse  each  word  both  after  the  lesson 
of  reading  in  grammar  as  after  the  lesson  itself  is  given  or  after  a  part 
of  the  lesson  by  rote.  After  this  same  lesson  by  rote  the  words  are  spelt 
aloud  or  are  written  from  dictation  on  the  black-board.  The  words  and 
^sentences  so  repeated  and  studied  are  deeply  graven  on  the  memory  of  the 
pupils  and  particularly  of  the  younger  ones. 

In  letter  writing  I  count  640  boys  and  797  girls.  Total,  1437.  In- 
crease, 84. 

I  particularly  recommend  to  the  teachers  to  use  a  copy-book  to  contain 
the  best  dictations  of  the  year,  a  series  of  practical  letters,  a  page  of  good 
writing,  two  pages  of  accounts  one  for  the  debt,  the  other  for  the  credit 
side.  These  two  pages  are  balanced,  a  promissory  note  is  made  out  in 
favor  of  the  creditor,  a  receipt  is  given  for  the  amount  due  and  the  interest 
calculated.  All  this  is  done  in  one  copy-book  in  which  I  also  get  some 
drawing  done.  It  will  therefore  be  useful  for  a  whole  life-time  and  parti- 
cularly for  young  people  when  they  no  longer  attend  school ;  they  will 
consult  it  frequently,  I  am  convinced. 

Geography,  902  boys  and  1,124  girls.  Total,  2,026.  Increase,  418. 
iSacred  History  and  History  of  Canada,  975  boys  and  1,196  girls.  Total, 
2,171.  Increase,  458.  These  increases  are  reassuring  and  show  that  these 
two  subjects  so  necessary  in  every  day  life  are  carefully  attended  to.  This 
excellent  result  is  obtained  by  means  of  oral  teaching.  Each  pupil  listens 
with  the  greatest  attention  to  the  lesson  given  by  the  teacher  in  clear  and 
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simple  language.  Five  marks  are  given  to  those  who  repeat  it  the  best^ 
These  marks  are  productive  of  great  emulation  and  are  given  in  almost  all 
the  schools  in  every  branch. 

Drawing,  Ist  book,  623  boys  and  971  girls.  Total,  1,394.  Increase. 
314.  2nd  book,  124  boys  and  172  girls.  Total,  296.  Increase,  24.  Drawing 
from  nature,  81  boys  and  101  girls.     Total,  182. 

Horticulture  and  Agriculture,  856  boys  and  1,060  girls.  Total,  1,916. 
Increase,  441.  This  is  a  very  satisfactory  result  in  a  branch  which  has 
always  been  so  strongly  opposed. 

If  there  has  been  an  increase  in  all  the  branches  we  must  thank  all 
the  teachers  for  it.  They  all  perform  the  duties  of  their  noble  missio^^ 
in  an  irreproachable  manner  and  do  a  considerable  amount  of  work.  They 
ought,  consequently,  to  be  well  paid,  but  as  you  are  aware,  there  are  ninety- 
four  female  teachers  who  receive  a  salary  of  from  fifty  to  seventy-two* 
dollars.  22  receive  a  little  over  one  hundred  dollars  and  they  hold  model 
school  diplomas,  some  of  them  receive  this  salary  because  they  teach  in. 
both  languages.  Two  male  teachers  get  a  little  over  one  hundred  dollars,, 
the  third  gets  three  hundred.  Is  it  not  pitiful  to  have  to  work  a  whole- 
year  long  on  so  slender  a  salary  ! 

Moreover  all  these  useful  oflB.ces  and  worthy  servants  of  their  country 
are  obliged  to  feed  themselves.  But,  I  repeat  it  for  the  thousandth  time,, 
the  female  teachers  are  to  a  certain  extent  to  blame,  for  most  of  them  offer 
their  services  at  reduced  rates. 

As  you  see  that  I  am  right  in  saying  that  with  the  exception  of  the 
question  of  salaries,  everything  in  my  district  is  on  a  good  footing. 

The  proof  is  that  there  is  an  improvement  in  all  the  branches,  notwith- 
standing the  decrease  of  112  in  the  grand  total.  I  have  said  that  all  the 
teachers  in  my  district  are  well  qualified,  but  it  must  not  be  concluded 
from  this  that  all  the  schools  are  of  the  first  quality. 

At  St.  Narcisse,  two  schools  out  of  four  at  Lotbiniere  two  out  of  nine, 
at  Ste.  Anastasie  de  Nelson  two  out  of  four  are  exceptions  to  the  rule. 

This  want  of  success  is  due  to  a  certain  extent  to  the  neglect  of  the 
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Commissibners  and  of  several  of  the  parents.  Promises  to  do  better  in  the 
future  have  been  made  to  me.  It  is  unnecessary  to  state  that  religious 
instruction  ranks  first  in  all  the  schools.  Let  us  proclaim  our  attachment 
to  our  religion,  impart  sound  ideas  to  our  children  and  we  will  make  of 
them  respectable  and  remarkable  citizens,  at  once  the  honor  and  the  glory 
of  their  country.  Let  us  raise  the  standard  of  our  faith  and  our  children 
will  follow  nobly  and  bravely  in  our  footsteps. 

The  secretaries  perform  their  duties  well.     As  a  general  rule  there  are* 
few  arrears. 

)^  I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

P.  F.  BELAND, 

School  Inspector. 


) 


MR.  BELCOURT. 

[Transhtion,] 

Sir, 

^  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  grand  statistical  table  and  the  follow- 

ing remarks  on  the  state  of  education  in  my  district  for  the  year  1881-82. 

The  thirty-  two  districts  which  comprise  it  contain  two  hundred  and 
four  institutions  of  all  kinds,  namely :  a  classical  college,  ten  convents,  an 
independent  academy,  two  independent  primary  schools,  and  one  hundred 
and  ninety  schools  under  control,  including  the  trwo  Indian  schools  at  St. 
Thomas  de  Pierreville. 

I  made  a  minute  inspection  of  each  school  in  my  district,  being  almost 
always  accompanied  by  some  of  the  commissioners,  and  I  found  that,  as  a 
rule,  there  was  satisfactory  progress. 


The  following  table  shows  at  a  glance  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
children  studying  the  different  subjects  taught 


16 


1880-81        1881-S2     WCUASB. 


Total  nmnber  of  the  papil« :  8525 

^renge  attendance 6296 

Papila  in  a»  b,  c 2306 

«      who  read  fluently 6219 

"      learning  writing i  4425 

«•            ^        arithmetic 3499 

»            '^        mental  arithmetic 4040 

book-keeping 511 

o            «        mathematics 298 

<'            «>        mensontion. 396 

tt            -i        English  gnunmar 289 

"            <•        Fiendi  grammar 2826 

"           •«        diawing 949 

«.            *.        agrii-ultore 1261 

i«            *•        orthography. 2986 

fc             t.         parsing 2664 

*<            *-        letter  writing 957 

«*            «•        geogiaphj 1732 

«            «        history 2153 

*-            *-         rocal  music 545 

*        instrumental  music 78 


8659 

134 

6464  . 

171 

2167  . 

6492  . 

1 

273 

4567 

142 

3891 

392 

4496 

456 

647 

136 

185 

233 

1 

• 

355 

66 

2795 

7629 

680 

1324 

63 

3517 

531 

2623 

1065 

108 

1798 

6^ 

2222 

69 

854 

309 

161 

83 

As  you  may  see,  there  is  an  increase  in  almost  all  the  subjects  of  the 
corricnlam.  I  am  hnppy  to  state  that  instruction  is.  as  a  rule,  given  in  a 
more  practical  manner. 

There  are  still,  however,  some  very  inferior  schools,  which  are  all 
almost  always  taught  by  incapable  or  careless  teachers,  and  this  will,  I 
think,  continue  to  be  the  case  so  long  as  the  salaries  paid  by  some  of  the 
school  boards  are  so  small. 


It  is  everywhere  admitted  that  the  teachers  are  insuffioit^ntly  paid«  and 
still  nothing  has  been  done  to  improve  their  position. 
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The  indifference  of  parents  in  educational  matters,  the  irregular  attend- 
ance of  pupils,  and  the  want  of  school  necessaries,  which  are  so  many  ob- 
stacles of  progress,  will  disappear  before  the  zeal  of  a  well  qualified  and 
well  paid  teacher. 

The  average  attendance,  while  better  than  last  year,  still  leaves  much 
to  be  desired  in  some  municipalities. 

As  you  may  see  by  my  bulletins  the  furniture  in  many  of  the  schools 
is  inferior,  and  if  I  may  not  accuse  some  commissioners  of  wanting  good 
y     will,  I  may,  at  least,  say  that  they  are  careless  or  indifferent. 

The  secretary-treasurers  perform  their  duties  faithfully,  and  if  the  col- 
lections are  not  all  made  within  the  date  fixed  by  law,  it  does  not  often 
happen  that  the  teachers  have  to  suffer.  The  arrears  do  not,  in  any  locality, 
amount  to  very  much,  but  it  would  be  better  if  there  were  none  at  all. 

The  teaching  of  drawing  is  becoming  pretty  general,  thanks  to  the 
official  letters  of  the  Department  sent  to  the  commissioners.  I  am  convinced 
that  next  year  the  number  of  pupils  in  this  branch  will  be  doubled. 
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Unfair  prejudices  exist  in  many  places  against  the  teaching  of  agricul- 
ture. Some  parents  consider  that  they  alone  are  capable  of  teaching  their 
children  the  proper  methods  of  cultivation. 

During  the  year  I  have  caused  a  good  many  schools  to  be  supplied  with 
maps,  and  at  this  moment  the  map  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  may  be  seen 
in  nearly  all  the  schools  of  my  district. 

Some  school-houses  have  been  repaired ;  others  have  been  rebuilt  or 
are  now  being  built. 

Before  mentioning  the  teachers  who  keep  the  best  schools  in  my  dis- 
trict, I  must  bestow  a  proper  meed  of  praise  upon  the  directors  of  the  Chris- 
"J    tian  Brothers'  schools  and  the  lady-superioresses  of  the  convents  in  my 
district.     These  communities,  which  are  twelve  in  number,  give  the  young 
people  who  attend  them  an  excellent  moral  and  intellectual  education. 

« 

The  teaching  of  drawing  and  writing  has  attained  the  highest  degree 

of  perfection  in  the  Brothers'  schools  at  La  Bale  and  St.  G-regoire. 
2 
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SUPERIOR  SCHOOLS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  NICOLET. 

MisB  Leonie  Leblanc,  Ste.  Grertrude. 

Miss  Eugenie  Lelaidier,  St.  Pierre. 

Miss  Alphonsine  Bheaul  and  Mr.  Montambeau,  Becancour. 


PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  Misses  Josephine  Langis  and  Emma  Dubuc,  St.  Pierre. 

Miss  Bachel  Blais,  Ste.  Sophie  de  Levrard. 

The  Misses  ^osanna  Deshayes  and  Agnes  Tourigny,  Becancour. 

Mr.  Theophile  Roy,  Town  of  Nicolet. 

The  Misses  Henriette  Hebert,  Victorine  Bourque,  and  Sarah  Helie,  of 
St.  Q-r^goire. 

The  Misses  Emma  Lemire  and  Greorgianna  Beauchemin,  Ste.  Monique. 
The  Misses  G-eofgianna  Noel,  Virginie  St.  Cyr,  Eugenie  Duguay  and 
Marie  Jeanne  Beaulac,  Nicolet. 


SUPERIOR  SCHOOLS  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  YAMASKA. 


Mr.  Aquilas  Tremblay,  St.  Thomas. 
Mr.  Albert  Arsenault,  St.  David. 


PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

The  Misses  Paumela  and  Emelie  Moreau,  Adele  and  Hermine  Shooner, 
St.  Thomas. 

Miss  Josephine  Romprey,  St.  Bonaventure. 

The  Misses  Rose  de  Lima  Picard  dit  des  Troismaisons  and  Ernestine 
Bergeron,  St.  G-uillaume. 

The  Misses  Julie  Proulx  and  Rose  de  Lima  Labont6,  St.  Z6phirin. 
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The  Misses  Marie  Brouillard  and  Emelie  Lariviere,  St.  David. 

The  Misses  G-eorgianna  Martel  and  Hermine  H6roux,  La  Baie  du  Febvre. 

There  are  also  in  my  district  several  other  schools  which,  although  not 
deserving  of  special  mention,  are  fairly  well  kept.  Next  year  I  hope  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  mentioning  a  larger  number. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

J.  E.  BELCOURT, 

School  luspector. 
La  Baie  de  Febvre,  County  of  Yamaska, 

27th  May,  188i 
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MR.  BOUCHARD. 

[Translation.] 

St.  Gervais,  24  August,  1882. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  .report  together  with  the  grand  statis- 
tical table  for  the  schools  of  the  district  of  Geo.  Tanguay,  Esq.,  which  you 
instructed  me  to  visit  during  the  six  months  ending  the  SOth  of  April  last. 

As  my  bulletins  have  already  shewn  you  the  state  of  the  school  houses^ 
furniture  and  maps,  the  capacity  of  the  teachers  and  the  manner  in  which 
«ach  school  is  kept  generally  as  well  as  the  progress  made  and  the  state- 
ment of  the  accounts,  &c.     I  will  only  add  the  following  remarks  : 

There  are  38  municipalities  in  this  district.  The  number  of  institu- 
tions of  all  kinds  is  209,  classified  as  follows  :  186  primary  schools,  attended 
by  5,574  pupils.  The  average  attendance  is  4,179.  7  boys  and  3  girls 
model  schools.  422  pupils  attend  the  former  and  159  the  latter.  The 
average  attendance  is  334  boys  and  120  girls. 

6  mixed  model  schools  attended  by  209  pupils.  Average  attendance, 
176. 

7  academies,  one  for  boys  and  six  for  girls.  750  pupils  are  on  the  roll 
and  637  attend  regularly.  These  institutions  are  under  the  charge  of 
nuns  who  perform  their  duties  well.  These  academies  supply  most  of  the 
female  teachers  to  this  district. 

r 

There  is  one  classical  college  which  turns  out  every  year  a  great  many 
young  men  who  subsequently  distinguish  themselves  in  the  ecclesiastical 
48tate  and  in  the  liberal  professions. 

These  209  institutions  are  attended  by  7,466  pupils.  Average  attend- 
ance, 6,787. 

Last  year  there  were  8,228  pupils  Decrease,  762.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  a  great  many  farmers  in  the  newer  parishes,  abandon  their  farms 
<to  go  and  work  in  the  factories  in  the  States. 
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We  must  not  however  be  discouraged  by  this  state  of  affairs,  for  if  a 
smaller  number  of  children  have  attended  the  schools,  a  greater  number 
have  studied  t  he  leading  branches  of  the  curriculum. 

Last  year  there  were  6,942  pupils  reading  fluently ;  this  year  there  are 
6,296.  Increase,  364.  In  book-keeping  this  year  shows  26b  boys  and  417 
girls.  Total,  686.  Last  year  there  were  224  boy^  and  202  girls.  Total, 
426.     Increase,  260. 

I 

There  is  an  increase  of  71  pupils  in  grammar,  of  446  in  orthography 
330  in  parsing. 

Last  year  only  763  pupils  learnt  letter  writing,  this  year  1,444  learnt. 
it,.     Increase,  671. 

There  are  only  31  pupils  more  this  year  than  last  in  geography.  The 
mrant  of  maps  in  many  of  the  schools  is  the  cause  of  the  little  progress 
in  this  branch. 

In  history  there  is  an  increase  of  only  182  pupils.  In  many  schools 
the  parents  and  sometimes  the  •authorities  will  not  allow  the  teachers  to 
teach  even  Sacred  History  to  the  children.  They  say  that  their  children 
have  quite  enough  to  do  to  learn  reading  and  the  catechism  so  that  the 
children  being  only  occupied  during  one-third  of  the  school  hours  do 
nothing  but  play  and  make  the  others  lose  their  time. 

Last  year  there  were  244  boys  and  128  girls  learning  drawing ;  total, 
372.  This  year  there  are  400  boys  and  777  girls ;  total,  1,177 ;  increase, 
506.  I  am  convinced  that  this  result  is  due  to  the  goodly  number  of  books, 
drawing  books  and  charts  which  you  instructed  me  to  distribute  when  I 
made  my  first  inspection,  which  distribution  I  made  as  judiciously  as  pos- 
sible and  which  had  a  good  result  as  the  above  figures  show. 

I  noticed  a  decrease  of  16  pupils  in  agriculture.  The  majority  of  the 
parents  will  not  allow  their  children  to  study  this  subject.  I  thought 
proper  to  advise  the  teachers,  where  any  opposition  was  made  to  the  teach- 
ing of  this  branch,  to  get  the  pupils  just  out  o{  a  b  c,  to  use  Dr.  LaBue's 
[Manual  of  Agriculture  as  a  reader.    By  this  means,  the  parents  will  have 
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less  objection  to  try  it  and  when  once  it  is  introduced  in  the  schools  the 
teachers  who  can,  by  careful  explanations,  make  the  children  understand  it, 
will  obtain  the  desired  end. 

Permit  me  to  make  honorable  mention  of  Mr.  Gragnon,  Notary,  of  St. 
Alexandre,  who,  with  the  assistance  of  Eev.  Mr.  Koy,  curate  of  the  parish, 
has  founded  an  agricultural  club,  which  has  caused  him  to  be  congratu- 
lated by  the  highest  dignitaries  of  the  country. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  building  of  the  magnificent  convent  in  St. 
Alexandre  through  the  generosity  and  sacrifices  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Roy,  who 
has  been  cure  of  this  parish  for  nearly  twenty-five  years,  It  is  under  the 
management  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity  and  cannot  fail  to  be  of  the  greatest 
jservice  to  the  young  girls  of  St.  Alexandre  and  of  the  adjoining  parishes. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  School  Commissioners  as  a  rule 
display  a  considerable  amount  of  good  will  for  the  advancement  of  educa- 
tion in  their  respective  parishes. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  giving  the  names  of  the  most  successful  teachers. 
For  normal  schools,  Mr.  Joseph  Lavigne,  Trois-Pistoles  ;  Leontine  Dionne, 
St.  Denis,  and  Josephine  Glaudreau,  St.  Paschal.  The  teachers  who  have 
kept  the  best  primary  schools  are  the  Misses  Marie  Boucher,  Louise  Cimon 
and  Malvina  Hudon,  Riviere  Quelle  ;  Hermina  Boucher,  St.  Philippe ;  Mrs. 
C6sarie  La]oie,  St.  Andre  and  Miss  Arth6mise  Hudon,  Trois  Pistoles. 

There  is  assuredly  a  remarkable  movement  and  impulse  to  secure  the 
proper  working  of  the  school  law  and  the  success  of  the  schools,  on  the  part 
of  the  Commissioners,  the  rate  payers  and  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
education  of  youth 

,  I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

CELESTIN  BOUCHARD, 

School  Inspector. 
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ME.  BRAULT. 
[Translation.] 

Point  Claire,  ISth  August,  1882. 


Sib, 


I  have  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  public  instruction  in  the  counties 
of  Jacques  Cartier,  Soulanges  and  Vaudreuil,  for  the  year  1881-82. 

This  report  comprises : — 

1.  A  grand  statistical  table. 

2.  A  synoptical  table  of  my  inspection  bulletins  for  the  second  half- 


3.  The  following  information,  which  is  a  synopsis  of  the  two  first  docu- 
ments : — 

Comparative  Table  of  the  statistics  of  the  past  two  years. 


Municipalities 

Districts 

School  faonses  belonging  to  Commiss'rs  or  Trustees 

School  honses  rented 

Total  school  bouses 

Schools  under  control • 

Indet)endent  schools 

Institutions  of  all  kinds 

Papils 

Arerage  attendance 

Fnpils  from  A  B  C,  to  fluent  reading 


1880-81 


1881-82 


Increase. 


24 

25 

97 

98 

91 

91 

24 

25 

115 

116 

114 

115 

1 

1 

115 

116 

6523 

6590 

4717 

4841 

1261 

1393 

Decrease. 


1 
1 


1 
1 
1 


67 
124 
132 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  THE  STATISTICS,   ETC.— -CONTINUED. 


Pupils  reading  fluently 

"      learning  arithmetic 

*'  "        mental  arithmetic 

"  **        book-keeping. 

«  «        mathematics 

<'  ^        mensaration 

"  "        English  grammar 

'<  **        French  grammar 

*•  "        orthography 

"  »*        parsing 

"  "        letter-writing 

*•  "        geography 

"  **        history 

"  <<        drawing,  Ist  book 

«  <«        drawing,  2nd  book 

"  '*        drawing  from  natnre 

«  "        horticulture  and  agriculture 

u  u        vocal  music 

"  '<        instrumental  music 

Male  teachers  holding  diplomas 

'<  in  religious  orders 

"  not  holding  diplomas 

Total  male  teachers 

Female  teachers  holding  diplomas 

«  in  religious  orders 

„  not  holding  diploma? 

Total  female  teachers 

o  II-  I       .   .1    — 


1880-81 


5236 

4460 

4071 

443 

170 

250 

542 

2365 

2725 

2500 

932 

2016 

2106 

1886 

59 

28 

1119 

814 

330 

21 

63 

1 

85 

79 

76 

3 

158 


1881-82 


5197 

4760 

3817 

526 

160 

299 

936 

2583 

2801 

2687 

1216 

^171 

2355 

1979 

276 

62 

1163 

1059 

300 

20 

51 

0 

71 

83 

76 

4 

163 


pncrease. 


300 


83 


49 
394 
218 

76 
187 
284 
155 
249 

93 
217 

34 

44 
245 


Decrease. 


38 


254 


\^ 


30 
1 


— 

12 

— 

1 

— 

14 

4 

— 

1 
5 

^"^ 
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The  erection  during  the  past  year  of  the  parish  of  the  Most  Holy  Re- 
deemer, in  the  county  of  Vaudreuil,  has  given  rise  to  the  municipality  of 
the  same  name.  The  two  schools  in  this  municipality  have  been  in  exist- 
ence for  a  long  time.  ^ 

The  seven  parishes  of  the  county  of  Vaudreuil  now  comprise  nine 
school  municipalities ;  those  of  the  county  of  Jacques  Gartier,  six  in  num- 
ber, contain  ten ;  and  in  the  county  of  Soulanges  there  are  six  municipali* 
ties  in  the  six  parishes. 

V  In  my  opinion  the  limits  of  the  municipalities  should  be  the  same  as 

those  of  the  parishes,  as  in  the  county  of  Soulanges. 

The  subdivision  of  ordinary  parishes  into  two  or  three  municipalities 
always  appears  to  me  to  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  school  laws  and  to 
the  interests  of  the  rate-payers.    . 

I  have  included  in  the  number  of  school-houses  rented  those  belong- 
ing to  the  religious  communities.  In  each  of  these  schools  there  is  a  de* 
partment  under  control. 

The  school-houses  directly  rented  by  the  commissioners  are  eleven  in 
number :  one  in  Lachine  (parish) ;  one  in  St.  Anne  (parish) ;  one  in  St. 
Genevieve,  No.  1  ;  six  in  Pointe  Claire ;  one  in  St.  Telesphore,  and  one  in 
Vaudreuil. 

Those  belongin&f  to  the  commissioners  are  91  in  number  ;  those  belong- 
ing to  religious  communities,  13  ;  there  is  also  an  independent  lay  school. 

At  St.  Genevieve  the  old  house  in  which  was  held  the  model  school, 
until  recently  under  the  management  of  Mr.  0.  Payment,  has  been  replaced 
by  a  superb  building  very  well  situated  and  well  furnished.  The  Freres 
de  St.  Croix  now  manage  it. 

Two  other  school-houses  have  been  built  during  the  year,  one  at  St.. 
*  Polycarpe,  which  cost  $1,000,  and  can  be  classed  as  "  very  good"  ;  the  other 

at  Ste.  Justine. 

At  Ste.  Marthe  two  school-houses  are  now  being  built,  one  in  the 
upper  part  of  Ste.  Marie  range,  and  the  other  in  the  upper  part  of  St.  Guil- 
laume  range  (districts  Nos.  3  and  6). 
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Minor  Tables — Synoptical  of  my  bulletins  for  2nd  half-year. 

State  of  the  houses. 


Jacqnes-Cartier 
Soulanges  .... 
Vaudreuil 


Total 


V.  G. 

G. 

F.  I. 

Pass. 

MVD. 

Bad. 

11 

11 

6 

1 

6 

1 

2 

10 

15 

7 

2 

0 

4 

7 

8 

10 

8 

7 

17 

28 

29 

18 

16 

8 

Total. 

36 
36 
44 

116 


State  of  the  furniture. 


JacqueB-Cartier 

Soolanges 

Taudreuil    .... 


Total 


V.  G. 

G. 

Pass. 

Mkd. 

Bad. 

5 

11 

18 

1 

0 

2 

9 

19 

4 

1 

3 

10 

17 

8 

3 

10 

30 

54 

14 

4 

Total. 


35 


35 


42 


112 


The  state  of  the  furniture  in  four  schools  is  not  given,  because  the 
schools  were  closed  when  I  made  my  last  inspection. 

Have  the  pupils  the  necessary  books  ? 


Jacqnes-Cartier 

Sonlanges 

Vaudreuil , 


Not  all. 

3 
3 
3 
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Maps. 


Jacques-Cartier 
SonUiziges  .... 
Taadreuil 


Total 


V.  o. 

G. 

Fair. 

M.  W. 

Canada. 

None. 

14 

2 

11 

— 

8 

1 

12 

9 

15 

— 

— 

— 

8 

18 

11 

5 

— 

2 

34 

29 

37  . 

5 

8 

3 

Total. 

36 
36 
44 

116 


There  are  only  three  schools  which  have  no  maps. 

Globes. 

Jacques-Cartier 8 

Soulanges 1 

Vaudreuil : 5 

Total 14 


Is  the  attendance  book  well  kept  ? 


Jacques-Cartier 

Soulanges 

Taadreuil 


Total 


Yes. 

F.  W. 

None. 

School 
closed. 

Total. 

32 

3 

— 

1 

36 

34 

11 

— 

1 

36 

32 

9 
23 

1 

2 

44 

88 

1 

4 

116 

How  many  pupils  in  each  coarse  ? 


Jacqaes-Cartier 

Soulangee  

Taadreuil 


Total 


1st 
Degree. 

2nd 
Decree. 

Model. 

Acad. 

1334 
1163 
1374 

866 
595 
618 

243 

131 

73 

90 
103 

3871 

2079 

447 

193 

Total. 


2533 


—         1889 


2168 


6590 
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Number  of  institutions  in  which  drawing,  agriculture  and  book- 
keeping are  taught. 


Jacques-Cartier 
Soulanges  .... 
Vaudreuil  .... 


Total 


Drawing. 


32 
26 
33 


91 


Agricnl- 
tore. 


25 


27 


24 


76 


Book- 
keeping. 


12 


12 


12 


36 


Total. 


69 


65 


69 


203 


In  what  language  is  the  teaching  given  ? 


Jacques-Carder 
Soulanges  . .  • . . 
Vandrenil 


Total 


F. 


17 
22 
20 


59 


£. 


2 
7 


P.  E. 


15 
12 
16 


43 


E.  F.    .  F.  E.  L. 


Total. 


36 
36 
44 


116 


Are  the  school  records  kept  ? 
Is  there  a  cupboard  ? 

I  have  received  few  affirmative  replies  to  these  questions  as  jou  may 
see  by  my  bulletins. 

Is  the  teacher  competent  ? 


Jaoques-Cartier 

SoolangcB 

Vaudrenil  .... 

Total 


Yea. 

34 
26 
30 

90 


Saff. 

2 

4 
9 

15 


Doubtful. 


4 
2 

6 


No. 
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How  is  the  school  kept  generally  ? 


Jacqnes-Cartier 

Sonlangefl , 

Yandreiul 


Total. 


v.w. 

W. 

F.I. 

Med. 

10 

19 

6 

— 

6 

26 

3 

— 

4 

31 

7 

— 

20 

76 

16 

— 

Schools 
closed. 


1 
1 
2 


Is  there  progress  ? 


Too  few 
pupils 
present. 


Jacqnes-Cartier 
ttoalanges  .... 
Yandreml    . . . . 


Total 


Yes. 


22 


22 


17 


61 


Little. 


11 


21 


No. 


6 


12 


Schools 
closed. 


6 
3 
9 


18 


Total. 


36 
36 
44 


116 


A  As  nsnal,  the  want  of  progress  is,  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the  irrega  - 

lar  attendance  of  the  pupils. 

Are  the  accounts  well  kept  ? 

Are  they  kept  according  to  the  official  method  ? 
Are  there  any  arrears  ? 

The  replies  to  these  questions  are  nearly  all  in  the  affirmative,  as  you 
may  see  by  my  bulletins. 

The  teachers  are  everywhere  paid  regularly.     The  salaries  have  been 
increased  in  some  municipalities. 

t  I  hope  you  will  be  satisfied  with  the  general  result  obtained  in  my 

district  during  the  past  school-year. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

C.  BRAULT, 

School  Inspector. 
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MR.  CARRIER. 

[  Translation.] 

I 

Levis,  15th  September,  1882. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  stale  of  public  instruction 
in  the  counties  of  Levis  and  Dorchester  for  the  school-year  1881-82. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  there  has  been  constant  progress 
both  in  the  number  of  schools  and  of  the  pupils,  and  in  the  efficiency  of  the 
schools. 

Amongst  the  school  municipalities  comprised  in  my  district  there  are 
some  which  have  one  or  two  superior  primary  schools,  and  in  many  pri- 
mary schools  the  teaching  covers  some  subjects  which  properly  belong  to 
model  schools. 

It  is  not  that  I  am  completely  satisfied  with  the  results  obtained,  and 
that  I  do  not  feel  the  necessity  of  doing  still  more,  but  it  is  at  least  evident 
to  all  unprejudiced  minds  that  the  country  is  progressing  both  intellectually 
and  materially,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  some  day,  in  the  near 
future,  we  will  have  an  educational  system  which  will  compare  favorably 
with  the  best  in  vogue  in  other  countries. 

Of  course,  before  securing  a  final  success,  we  will  have  great  obstacles 
to  overcome.  The  sparseness  of  our  rural  population  is  almost  invariably 
the  reason  that  the  school  is  too  far  away  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
children.  If  we  add  to  this  our  rigorous  climate,  it  is  easy  to  understand 
how  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  it  is  for  young  children  to  attend  school 
regularly.  Hence  the  want  of  progress.  Moreover,  the  scarcity  -and  dear- 
ness  of  manual  labor  frequently  place  the  parents  under  the  painful  neces- 
sity of  too  soon  withdrawing  their  children  from  school  at  the  very  moment 
often  when  their  intellect  is  beginning  to  develop  and  they  are  in  a  x)osition 
to  derive  some  benefit  from  the  teachers'  lessons. 

It  is  therefore  desirable  that  young  persons,  when  they  are  old  enough 
to  assist  their  parents  in  their  labors,  should  continue  to  attend  them  in 
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winter  until  they  have  acquired  the  knowledge  of  what  makes  a  good  pri- 
mary education. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  again  point  out  the  principal  obstacles  to  the  pro- 
gress of  education  in  my  district.  They  may  be  summed  up  as  follows  : — 
1.  The  unfortunate  tendency  of  commissioners  to  engage  teachers  at  reduced 
rates ;  2.  The  too  frequent  change  of  teachers ;  3.  The  want  of  sufficient 
materials  ;  4.  The  neglect  of  some  parents  to  supply  their  children  with  the 
books,  paper  and  other  articles  which  are  indispensably  necessary  in  every 
good  school ;  5.  Finally,  the  worst  of  accommodation  in  most  of  the  school- 
houses,  their  small  dimensions  and  bad  division  from  a  hygienic  point  of 
view. 

It  is  therefore  desirable  that  the  salaries  of  teachers  should  be  raised,. 
that  they  be  not  changed  so  frequently,  that  the  wmmissioners  should 
adopt  the  plan  followed  in  some  municipalities  of  purchasing  all  the  books 
and  school  supplies,  so  that  all  the  children,  both  rich  and  poor,  should 
have  all  they  require. 

Still,  on  the  whole,  I  am  satisfied  with  the  schools  in  my  district,  which, 
although  not  as  comfortable  as  might  be,  still  succeed  fairly  well,  thanks  ta 
the  effi)rts  of  the  teachers. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

EDWARD  CARRIER, 

School  Inspector^ 


) 
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MR.  DELAGE. 

[Translation.] 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  oi  my  inspections  in  my  district, 
together  with  my  grand  statistical  table  for  the  year  1881-82. 

The  figures  in  the  latter  show  a  slight  decrease  in  the  total  number  of 
pupils  attending  the  schools  since  my  report  of  the  month  of  August,  1881» 
but  it  must  not  be  concluded  from  this  that  there  is  any  falling  off  in  the 
progress  made  ;  for  it  should  be  stated  that  the  six  consents,  the  two  classi- 
cal and  one  industrial  colleges  of  this  district  which  I  did  not  visit,  because 
they  are  not  under  the  control  of  the  commissioners,  were  attended  last 
year,  if  I  am  properly  informed,  by  a  greater  number  of  pupils  than  in  pre- 
vious years. 

I  have  noticed  that  this  year  the  attendance  has  been  more  regular  and 
numerous  between  the  fall  and  spring  thah  between  the  latter  season  and 
the  end  of  the  school-year.  This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  when  the 
fine  weather  returns  a  good  many  farmers  withdraw  their  children  from 
the  schools  to  employ  them  in  field  labor,  and  it  is  also  the  period  when 
many  families  emigrate  to  the  United  States. 

The  great  majority  of  the  teachers  secured  come  to  be  very  zealous  in 
the  discharge  of  their  important  duties.  Two  subjects  of  the  curriculum 
for  the  schools  are  still  neglected  in  many  municipalities ;  they  are  drawing 
and  agriculture.  Notwithstanding  the  efforts  made  by  the  inspector  and 
by  some  friends  of  education  to  encourage  the  teaching  of  these  two  sub- 
jects, there  are  still  people  so  behind  the  age  as  to  take  ui)on  themselves  to 
forbid  the  teachers  to  teach  it.  I  am  also  informed  that  some  commission- 
ers do  the  same.  The  female  teachers  who  followed  out  my  instructions 
on  this  subject  are  deserving  of  praise.  All  the  teachers,  with  one  excep- 
tion, displayed  both  zeal  and  intelligence  in  the  matter.  I  am  sorry  to  have 
to  tell  you  that  this  year  three  model  schools  had  to  descend  to  the  level  of 
primary  schools  owing  to  the  want  of  pupils  of  sufficient  age,  and,  conse- 
quently, not  sufficiently  prepared  to  follow  the  curriculum  required  by 
these  schools. 
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The  commissioiiers  of  the  muuicipalities  of  St.  Hyacinthe,  St.  Damase, 
St.  Paul  d'Abbotsford,  La  Presentation,  St.  Charles,  Notre  Dame  de  Riche- 
lieu and  St.  Hugues  have  cheerfully  followed  your  instructions  with  re- 
spect to  the  houses  which  you  told  them  to  repair  or  rebuild.  There  are 
«till  some  parishes  in  which  the  commissioners  were  in  default,  but  I  will 
attend  to  that  soon. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  this  year  five  female  teachers  were  dismissed 
in  my  district  for  having  obtained  their  certificates  in  virtue  of  forged  doo 
uments.  It  is  more  than  likely  that  the  stringent  measures  adopted  against 
them  will  serve  as  a  lesson  for  others  in  the  future. 

With  two  exceptions,  the  secretaries  have  adopted  the  new  system  of 
book-keeping.  The  accounts  appeared  to  me  to  be  honestly  kept,  and  the 
teachers  regularly  paid. 

I  notice  with  pleasure  that  the  salaries  paid  by  the  commissioners  to 
teachers  are  gradually  being  increased.  There  are  but  two  municipalities 
in  which  the  salaries  have  remained  stationary  for  several  years — St.  Denis 
Xo.  2,  and  St.  Barnab6  in  four  of  its  schools.  The  former  pays  $100,  the 
latter  |92.  Out  of  this  salary  the  teachers  are  obliged  to  heat  and  keep  the 
houses  in  repair.  During  my  inspections  I  found  but  too  frequently  chil- 
dren who  were  unprovided  with  school  necessaries ;  their  parents  were  in 
easy  circumstances,  some  of  them  commissioners. 

I  already  told  you,  in  one  of  my  previous  reports,  that  I  had  prepared 
regulations  for  the  keeping  of  the  schools  subject  to  my  inspection.  I  sub-^ 
mitted  them  to  several  friends  of  education  who  were  fully  competent  of 
judging  such  a  work,  and  they  were  approved  and  distributed  in  all  the 
schools  of  the  district  of  St.  Hyacinthe.  They  were  easy  to  observe,  and 
placed  the  teacher  out  of  the  reach  of  those  bickerings  which  always  para- 
I  lyze  success  in  schools  ;  while  they  atforded  the  commissioners  a  means  of 
exercising  a  closer  superintendence. 

These  regulations  were  well  received  by  a  great  many  school  boards, 
but  were  unwelcome  and  little  understood  in  some  municipalities  where 
the  majority  of  the  commissioners  could  neither  read  nor  write,  the  chair- 
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man  alone  being  able  to  sign  his  name.     Se veraf  of  the  regulations  were 
struck  out  and  replaced  by  others  exceedingly  absurd. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

J.  B.  DELAGE, 

School  Inspector^ 
St.  Cesaire,  26th  September,  1882. 


MR.  DORVAL. 
[Translation,] 

L'AssoMPTiON,  4th  January,  1882. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  for  the  first  half-year  of  1881-82. 

Since  the  26th  of  September  last,  I  have  inspected  50  schools,  primary 

and  model,  in  eleven  municipalities,  all  within  the  county  of  L'Assomption. 

• 

The  bulletins  of  inspection  which  accompany  this  report,  give  all  the 
details.  Of  the  fifty  schools,  fifteen  are  excellent,  twenty-six  are  good,  and 
nine  are  only  inferior ;  none  are  bad.  As  to  the  school  houses  they  are  as 
follows  :  twenty  are  in  an  excellent  state,  twenty-six  in  a  good,  two  in  an 
inferior  and  two  in  a  bad  state.  The  furniture  and  other  school  supplies 
are  in  the  same  proi>ortion.  I  therefore  consider  that,  on  the  whole,  I  may 
say  that  I  am  satisfied  with  these  schools  At  this  period  of  the  scholastic 
year  when  the  pupils  have  only,  as  it  were,  but  recommenced  their  labors 
it  is  impossible  to  speak  with  any  exactness  of  the  progress  made  in  each 
school,  and  consequently  there  are  a  good  many  blanks  under  this  heading 
in  my  bulletins. 

I  know  of  no  new  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  our  primary  schools. 
These  obstacles  have  been  so  often  pointed  out  and  had  to  say,  they  are 
always  the  same.    I  must  however  repeat  them :  They  are  : 


\ 


85 


1.  The  irregular  attendance  of  the  children  at  school  or  their  premature 
departure  from  our  primary  institutions ; 

2.  The  incapacity  or  apathy  of  the  Commissioners ; 

3.  The  incapacity  of  the  teachers. 

These  are  the  enemies  we  have  to  contend  against  and  without  wish- 
ing to  recriminate  in  order  to  excuse  our  defects,  I  may  say  that  there  is 
hardly  a  country  where  such  evils  are  not  met  with.  If  we  may  believe 
certain  publicists^  even  such  of  those  countries  which  do  not  openly  admit 
their  weakness  in  this  respect,  are  not  always  the  least  afflicted ;  only  na- 
tional pride  seals  their  lips  or  they  only  speak  of  it  in  private. 

The  first  of  these  three  obstacles  will  evidently  for  a  long  time  to  come 
not  be  amenable  to  legislation ;  time  alone  will  bring  a  remedy  for  I  do 
not  believe  in  coercion.  I  think  no  one  will  dare  to  touch  the  second, 
because  it  would  be  touching  the  i)eople  and  forcing  it  to  give  up  certain 
privileges  which  the  law  should  not  have  given  to  it  at  the  beginning  but 
which  it  has  possessed  since  a  long  time. 

Would  the  people  willingly  abandon  them  ?  I  doubt  it,  for  we  would 
then  have  to  deal  with  politicians  who  would  in  all  probability  be  glad  to 
stir  up  the  matter  so  as  to  be  able  to  fish  in  troubled  waters. 

As  to  the  third  obstacle,  (the  incapacity  of  the  teachers)  I  do  not  think 
that  any  thing  but  the  establishment  of  a  normal  school  for  French  speaking 
girls  can  remedy  it.  I  speak  only  of  the  old  Montreal  district,  where  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  two-thirds  of  our  schools  at  least  are  taught  by 
female  teachers. 

The  Board  of  Examiners  are  still  very  frequently  reproached  for  the 
tacility  with  which  their  diplomas  are  obtained.  But  after  all  what  are 
their  examinations  and  diplomas  but  a  guarantee  given  to  the  School  Com- 
missioners that  the  persons  who  have  obtained  diplomas  from  these  boards 
possess  certain  of  the  qualifications  required  by  law. 

The  boards  do  not  themselves  form  the  teachers ;  they  only  make  a 
selection  from  amongst  those  who  come  before  them.     It  is  therefore  the 
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duty  of  those  who  should  and  who  do  wish  to  raise  the  level  of  our  primary 
schools,  or  render  them  more  efficient,  to  insist  upon  the  teachers  being 
better  qualified  and  be  above  all  proficient  in  the  art  of  teaching  and  man- 
aging a  school,  a  very  difficult  art  which  the  best  of  treatises  have  only 
succeeded  in  inculcating  on  certain  exceptionally  able  persons.  The  law, 
however,  takes  it  for  granted  that  each  candidate  possesses  it  from  the 
moment  of  her  birth in  Montreal! 

There  should,  therefore,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  established  in  this 
district  a  normal  school  for  girls ;  and  every  pupil-teacher  should  be 
required  to  follow  its  classes  before  coming  up  for  examination. 

Notwithstanding  this  last  precaution,  there  will  still  remain  enough 
incapables  to  be  sifted  out  by  the  Board  of  Examineas,  notwithstanding  all 
their  good  dispositions.  Moreover,  Quebec  has  a  Normal  School  for  female 
teachers,  and  what  is  proi)er  in  Quebec  cannot  be  wrong  in  Montreal.  I 
therefore  ask  a  Normal  School  in  Montreal,  even  if  it  were  but  a  branch  of 
that  in  Quebec,  for  our  young  girls  who  wish  to  become  teachers. 

If  we  ever  get  such  a  school  here,  I  think  it  will  be  a  means  of  getting 
the  salaries  raised  by  decreasing  the  number  of  incapubles  who  now  com- 
pete with  the  really  qualified  teachers  and  who  are  the  cause  that  the 
4unount  of  the  salaries  is  sometimes  still  fixed  at  the  lowest  offer.  Such  a 
school  would  also  have  the  effect  of  attracting  children  to  the  schools,  be- 
cause the  status  of  the  school  is  always  in  proportion  to  the  ability  of  the 
teacher,  and  as  a  general  rule,  an  inferior  or  useless  school  paralyses  the 
zeal  of  the  parents  and  causes  irregular  attendance. 

• 

Amongst  the  measures  adopted  under  your  administration,  and  whose 
object  is  to  make  the  inspectors  visists  more  beneficial,  the  system  of  in- 
spection bulletins  is  undoubtedly  the  best.  It  has  been  often  stated  that 
the  duties  of  the  inspector  were  too  often  beyond  the  supervision  of  the 
school  authorities. 

It  must  now  be  admitted  that  these  bulletins  have  the  effect  of  bring- 
ing them  within  such  control,  because  they  show  the  authorities  the  slightest 
.actions  of  the  insp.^ctors.     Naturally  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  latter 
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will  say  that  the  great  advantage  of  the  bulletin  is  to  compel  the  inspector 
to  be  a  spy  upon  his  own  movements,  and  that  if  he  is  guilty  of  any  neglect 
he  will,  in  future,  be  unab.e  to  hide  it  since  the  bulletin  is  a  kind  of  liber 
tcriptus  in  quo  totum  continetur. 

Economists  will  say  that  the  best  part  of  the  bulletins  is  that  they 
cost  nothing  to  the  Treasury,  and  they  rejoice  accordingly.  In  any  case, 
in  the  eyes  of  all  unprejudiced  people  and  especially  of  the  inspector  who 
(it  is  to  be  hoped)  is  not  afraid  of  it,  the  bulletin  is  a  species  pf  inspector- 
general  compelling  the  inspector  to  do  his  duty  and,  in  the  event  of  his 
not  doing  so,  making  him  his  own  accuser.  Every  one  admires  this  new 
invention.  Personally  I  can  only  say  that,  I  myself,  would  never  have 
thought  of  it. 

The  special  register  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  and 
in  which  the  inspector  will,  in  future,  enter  the  remarks  he  may  have  to 
make  to  the  Commissioners  with  respect  to  their  schools,  will  remove  many- 
delays  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  inspector's  instructions.  The  notices 
which  that  officer  gave  to  the  Commissioners  by  inserting  them  in  the 
registers  of  those  schools  which  required  anything  urgently,  only  reached 
'  them,  very  often,  every  six  montlis,  as  the  Commissioners  only  inspect  the 
schools  twice  a  year. 

The  verbal  messages  which  the  inspector  gave  the  teachers  for  the 
Commissioners  caused  interminable  delays.  Now,  owing  to  the  special 
register,  all  dilatory  pretexts  will  be  inadmissible. 

The  new  act  respecting  the  teachers  superannuation  and  pension  fund 
^  is  the  greatest  act  of  justice  which  has  ever  been  done  in  favor  of  decayed 
teachers.  The  act  of  1856,  the  initiative  of  which  was  due  to  your  prede- 
cessor, Honorable  Mr.  Chauveau,  was  already  a  great  boon  for  teachers,  but 
with  the  limited  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  department,  this  measure 
could  not  be  a  success  owing  to  the  slight  amounts  it  offered  the  teachers. 
The  new  law,  more  liberal  than  the  old  one,  will,  without  the  slightest 
doubt,  be  a  great  encouragement  for  them.  It  will  also  be  further  means 
of  improving  our  schools,  because  everything  that  is  done  in  favor  of  the 
teacher,  equally  benefits  the  schools.     If  we  could  find  some  way  to  obtain 
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a  reasonable  increase  of  salary  so  as  to  enable  the  teacher  to  live  decently 
and  bring  up  his  family,  while  he  teaches ;  if,  tor  instance,  the  teachers 
could  become  here,  as  is  the  clergy  in  France,  a  body  of  public  officers 
paid  by  Gt)vemment,  with  the  new  material  benefits  offered  by  the  present 
act  for  the  necessities  of  old  age,  teaching  would  cease  to  be  what  it  has 
only  too  long  been,  a  make-shift  or  the  only  means  of  livelihood  for  a  num- 
ber of  educated  young  men  who  do  not  wish  to  become  lawyers  or  doctors. 

I  like  to  believe  that  teaching  will  become  a  rival  career  to  the  liberal 

professions  engendered  by  our  numerous  classical  colleges,  and  which  are 

adopted  but  too  often  for  the  inducements  they  offer.  Both  teaching  and  the 

professions  would,  it  seems  to  me,  gain  considerably  by  this  rivalry  ;  the 

former  in  prestige  and  the  latter  by  reducing  the  overcrowding. 

^^       • 

The  Province  has  no  outside  enemies,  but,  like  all  other  countries  in 

the  world,  is  its  own  greatest  enemy.    To  contend  against  it,  all  we  require 

is  a  body  of  educated,  truly  Christian  and  courageous  teachers. 

We  laugh  a  little  at  the  popular  idea  that  every  teacher  is  an  inde- 
pendent gentleman,  but  when  we  come  to  think  of  it  does  not  society 

itself  act  as  if  it  thought  like  the  people  ? 

% 

In  all  countries,  for  instance,  if  a  soldier  is  wounded  in  battle  or  hurt 
in  a  riot  he  gets  a  medal  or  a  pension,  to  say  nothing  of  glory.  But  the 
teacher  who  wears  out  his  life,  and  grows  old  under  the  weight  of  the  cares 
and  fatigues  of  teaching,  gets  nothing  or  next  to  nothing.  There  is  no  reward 
too  good  for  men  who  have  learnt  the  fatal  trade  of  killing,  no  asylums 
too  good  for  them  in  their  old  age,  but  there  is  nothing  to  be  done  for  men 
who  devote  their  lives  to  forming  intelligences  which  understand  and 
hearts  which  love  him  who  has  told  us  all  to  love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves. 

Soci^y  does  not  even,  give  them  when  completely  worn  out,  the  gra- 
tuitous use  of  a  pallet  in  a  hospital. 

The  last  pension  and  superannuation  act  for  which  the  teachers  are 
indebted  to  you,  will  probably  not  do  away,  in  this  Province,  with  these 
anomalies  which  are  so  sad  and  still  so  common  throughout  the  world ; 
but  it  will,  at  least,  be  a  generous  protest  againt  those  prejudices,  and  the 
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objection  in  which  society  allows  the  only  man  to  languish  who,  after  the 
priest,  can  say  that  his  state  of  life  is  an  apostolate. 

Snch  a  law,  judging  from  its  motives  and  effects,  I  may  call  an  expia- 
tion for  the  past ;  all  sincere  friends  of  education  will  call  it  a  blessing. 


I  have  the  honor,  &c., 


A.  D.  DOEVAL, 

School  Inspector. 


N,B. — Mr,  Dorval  died  before  making  his  second  report. 


MR.  FONTAINE. 

[Translationy] 

JoLiETTE,  20th  October,  1882. 

f    Sib, 

As  last  year,  my  statistics  again  show  a  slight  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  who  have  attended  the  schools  in  1881-82.  There  was  a  pro- 
portionate decrease  in  the  number  of  pupils  studying  the  various  branches 
of  primary  instruction. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  pupils  in  the  schools  under  control 
would  have  been  as  numerous  this  year  as  in  the  previous  one,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  unusual  number  who  went  to  the  colleges,  and  other  high  schools 
in  my  district,  which  I  do  not  visit.  If  such  be  the  case,  I  cannot  but  con- 
gratulate my  district  upon  its  love  for  education  in  general. 

)  Although  I  have  a  new  municipality  in  my  district,  I  have  still,  this 

year,  only  29  municipalities  for  I  have  had  to  strike  off  the  dissen- 
tient municipality  of  St.  Gabriel  de  Brandon  (Berthier),  which  has  given 
no  signs  of  vitality  for  three  years,  and  which  in  fact  is  to  be  removed 
because  it  cannot  keep  up  a  school  and  comply  with  the  law. 
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In  acoordanoe  with  your  instructions  I  advised  all  the  teachers  to 
teach  drawing  and  agriculture,  as  being  two  very  important  subjects.  My 
bulletins  and  statistics  will  show  how  far  my  orders  were  executed.  Many 
teachers  have  neither  aptitude  nor  taste  for  drawing,  and,  as  the  rate-payers 
object  to  it,  the  subject  is  easily  abandoned.  Consequently  only  the  really 
good  teachers  who  are  anxious  to  faithfully  perform  their  duties,  teach  it, 
in  spite  of  everything  and  succeed  as  well  in  this  branch  as  in  others. 

Agriculture  also  is  greatly  neglected.  Candidates  for  diplomas  should,. 
I  think,  be  obliged  to  answer  certain  theoretical  questions  on  this  subject. 

The  teachers  should  also  possess  a  good  work  on  thereotical  and  prac- 
tical agriculture,  and  have  a  slight  knowledge  of  agricultural  chemistry. 

At  the  present  time  agriculture  is  much  improved  in  our  country  parts ; 
but  this  is  due  to  the  courage  of  the  really  intelligent  farmers,  who  have 
not  feared  to  abandon  routine  and  give  a  good  example.  This  has  done 
more  for  the  advancement  of  agriculture  than  the  teaching  in  the  schools. 
Still  I  am  very  anxious  that  agriculture  should  be  taught  everywhere, 
and  I  always  advise  the  teachers  to  cultivate  the  nice  gardens  which,  as  a 
rule,  surround  the  school  houses.  Unfortunately  more  than  a  hundred  out 
of  the  whole  number  will  not  even  take  the  trouble  to  grow  a  few  of  the 
commonest  vegetables  which  are  so  healthy  and  delicious  a  food.  We 
barely  find,  here  and  there,  a  few  pretty  flowers  in  pots,  whieh  indicate 
some  knowledge  of  horticulture  and  botany. 

The  teachers  have  no  books  to  study,  and  still  they  require  instruction 
themselves.  For  this  reason  1  exhort  the  teachers  to  subscribe  either  to 
the  Journal  of  Public  Instruction  or  to  PEnseigfiement  Primaire,  which  are 
interesting  and  useful  to  read.  In  every  number  of  these  two  publications 
the  teachers  will  find  important  information  which  i&not  in  any  other 
books. 

I  have  made  great  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  mental  arithmetic 
and  arithmetic  in  general,  and  flatter  myself  that  I  have  succeeded  pretty 
well ;  writing  is  improving  day  by  day  owing  to  the  use  of  the  graded 
series  of  copies  of  Langlais  &  Co.,  Payson,  &c.  The  importance  of  writing 
a  good  hand  is  generally  understood,  and  I  frequently  allude  to  it. 
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As  a  general  rule  the  teachers'  salaries  have  been  increased  last  year, 
and  all,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  the  municipality  of  St.  Oharles  Bor- 
Tomfee  have  been  regularly  paid  their  small  stipend.  At  St.  Damien  de 
Brandon  there  was  a  slight  deficit  in  the  accounts  of  the  Secretary-Trea- 
surer, LeMarle.  But  this  unfortunate  occurrence,  thanks  to  the  activity 
and  zeal  of  the  cure,  Mr.  Brien  and  of  some  citizens  of  the  locality,  did 
not  cause  the  teachers  any  inconvenience. 

At  present,  I  may  say  that  with  two  or  three  exceptions  the  Secretary- 
^       Treasurers  perform  their  duties  faithfully,  promptly  collect  the  rates  and 
assessments  and  regularly  pay  the  salaries  and  account  for  their  manage- 
ment. 

Nevertheless  I  think  that  few  of  them  comply  with  section  61  of 
chapter  15  of  the  Consolidated  Statutes  for  Lower  Canada,  which  compels 
the  Commissioners  to  submit  to  the  ratepayers,  in  July  every  year,  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  municipality.  I 
have  asked  for  a  reform  in  this  matter  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  have  a^ 
good  result. 

}  I  inspected  my  schools  twice,  except  those  at  St:  Ignace  and  Madame 

Islands,  which  were  closed  owing  to  the  ceremony  ot  les  quarante  heures, 
when  I  pasded  there  ;  of  the  parish  of  St.  Cuthbert,  with  one  exception,  of 
the  town  of  Berthier,  of  the  parish  of  St.  F61ix  and  the  townships  of  Pro- 
Tost  and  Brassard.  The  former  were  closed  when  I  was  ready  to  inspect 
them  for  the  second  time.  The  schools  in  Provost  and  Brassard  are  so  far 
away  that  I  cannot  visit  them  more  than  once  a  year. 

I  must  say  that  the  rate-payers  in  Brassard  have  made  great  sacrifices  in 
order  to  build,  near  their  chapel,  a  good  school  house  in  which  the  children 
of  the  locality  have  attended  school  with  a  zeal  which  was  creditable  to  all' 
concerned,  parents,  children  and  teacher.  The  latter,  Miss  Elizabeth  Mor- 
risette,  although  she  has  no  diploma,  has  great  aptitude  for  teaching  and. 
has  succeeded  beyond  all  expectations.  To  have  a  good  school  in  which 
the  children  can  be  taught  is  a  great  encouragement  for  these  energetic 
people  who  settled  hardly  twelve  years  ago  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  thirty 
miles  away  from  any  habitation. 
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For  all  these  reasons,  I  hope  you  will  give  a  special  grant  to  this  young 
municipality  which  has  made  so  many  sacrifices  in  order  to  build  a  school 
house  and  pay  a  teacher. 

The  school  in  the  township  of  Provost  also  renders  good  services,  but 
it  is  not  as  good  as  that  in  Brassard. 

Besides  the  school  house  in  Brassard  two  new  ones  were  built  in  1881, 
namely  at  St.  Cuthbert  and  St.  Felix  de  Yalois,  near  the  church  in  each 
place.  These  two  school  houses  are  spacious,  of  nice  appearance  and  are 
XM>mfortable  both  for  the  pupils  and  teachers. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

A.  FOISTTAINE, 

School  Inspector, 


MR.  FOTHERaiLL. 

Quebec,  Juljr,  1882. 

The  Hon.  GrEDEON  OUIMET,   D.  C.  L., 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Sfc,  S/'C,  Sfc 

Sir, 

m 

In  presenting  my  annual  statement  of  the  educational  establishments 
under  my  inspection,  it  afibrds  me  very  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report 
much  progress. 

In  the  city  of  Quebec  marked  improvement  is  apparent  in  several 
schools. 

The  High  School  has  steadily  increased  in  numbers  and  the  general 
work  and  ^ood  discipline  bear  evident  tokens  of  care  on  the  part  of  the 
Sector  and  his  assistants. 
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The  Grills'  High  School  has  been  well  attended  and  excellent  progress 
made  in  the  different  classes.  This  school  is  now  well  graded,  with  a  good 
£taff  of  teachers,  the  building  is  also  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  educa- 
tion and  maintained  in  perfect  order. 

The  preparatory  department  which  was  opened  last  September  has 
met  with  fair  success  and  would,  I  am  confident,  under  an  experienced 
teacher  be  an  admirable  feeder  to  the  upper  school. 

The  Artillery  Street  school,  under  Mr.  Emslie,  with  *  two   assistant- 

%       teachers,  has  been,  as  usual,  well  attended  and  the  work  all  that  can  be 

desired.     The  penmanship  of  the  whole  school  is  most  excellent.     Mr. 

Emslie  imparts  a  thorough  commercial  education  and  his  pupils  readily 

command  good  situations  in  merchants'  offices. 

Mr.  Fergusson  has  brought  the  St.  Andrew's  School  into  a  high  state 
of  efficiency.  Miss  Lay  has  been  careful  in  her  duties  in  the  preparatory 
department :  the  building  is,  however,  very  unfit  for  so  large  a  school. 

The  D'Aiguillon  Street  School  continues  its  good  work  under  Miss 
K       Wilkins  with  Miss  Clara  Lloyd  in  charge  of  the  junior  pupils.     I  noticed 
great  improvement  in  reading  and  spelling. 

The  School  in  Champlain  Street  was  in  so  wretched  a  condition  at  the 
close  of  the  last  scholastic  year  that  I  felt  it  necessary  to  report  its  utter 
nselesness.  The  teacher,  Miss  Armstrong,  has,  however,  been  able  to 
resuscitate  her  establishment,  and  the  scholars  did  fairly  well  at  the  examina- 
tion ;  the  nimibers  have  also  greatly  increased. 

The  most  marked  improvement  in  any  of  the  city  schools  is  noticeable 
in  the  boys'  department  of  the  St.  Margaret  Street  School  under  Mr.  Purdie. 
The  whole  tone  has  been  changed ;  from  being  listless  and  uninteresting  to 
I  the  last  degree  the  classes  are  now  bright  and  orderly.  Both  the  junior 
pupils  un^er  Mrs.  Purdie  and  the  seniors  passed  a  most  creditable  examina- 
tion. I  made  repeated  visits  during  the  year  and  on  every  occasion  was 
pleased  with  the  general  improvement. 

M^.  Purdie  has  taught  gratuitously  since  September. 
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Miss  Ahem  in  charge  of  the  girls'  department  has  her  pupils  well  in 
hand,  bat  it  is  not  creditable  to  the  Commissioners  to  allow  so  large  a  school 
with  such  an  admirable  teacher  to  occupy  so  miserable  a  room  :  the  roof  is 
so  low  that  the  heat  at  times  is  unbearable,  the  means  of  ventilation  are  of 
the  poorest  kind. 

Before  leaving  the  city  schools  I  must  again  reiterate  my  desire  that 
sewing  should  be  made  (by  the  Grovemment)  compulsory  in  all  the  girls 
schools. 

I  regret  to  state  that  the  school  of  St.  Boch  s  North  is  still  closed 
through  the  lethargy  of  the  Trustees,  while  the  authorities  of  St  Sauveur 
de  Quebec  have  placed  their  school  in  excellent  condition.  A  change  of 
teachers  will  take  place,  as  Mr.  Aub^  retires  from  the  management. 

At  Montmorenci,  Miss  Parker  has  through  continued  ill-health  been 
unable  to  do  full  justice  to  her  pupils.  She  will,  I  believe,  retire  for  some 
time.  She  is  a  teacher  of  high  order,  and  her  indiposition  is  very  much  to- 
be  regretted. 

The  Hadlow  Cove  and  St.  Bomuald  Schools  are  in  good  order.     Mr. 

Craig  continues  in  charge  of  the  former,  while  Miss  Moffatt,  holding  a  model 

school  diploma,  has  succeeded  Mr.  Staton  in  charge  of  the  latter.     Mr. 

Staton    has   taken  charge   of  the  National  School  (Church  of  England) 

Quebec. 

• 
Stoneham,  Tewkesbury  and  St.  Dunstan  are  all  in  a  most  unsatisfactory 

condition  ;  at  present  they  are  closed. 

The  dissentient  schools  of  St.  Raymond,  at  Bourg  Louis  are  as  usual 
well  managed. 

The  Rev.  H.  C.  Stuart,  M.  A.,  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of 
education  and  by  careftil  personal  training  has  given  to  the  schools  excellent 
teachers.  Number  1  District  is  now  in  charge  of  a  first  class  model  school 
teacher,  Miss  Margaret  Proctor.  I  trust  that  the  inhabitants  will  endeavour 
to  raise  that  school  to  the  grade  of  a  model  school ;  one  at  least  is  needed  in 
the  municipality. 
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The  three  schools  at  Portneuf  have  not  been  very  successful  during 
the  year. 

r 

No.  1  has  now  undergone  a  changi^  of  teachers  and  I  look  forward  to 
mach  improvement. 

No.  2  haB  been  vacant,  while  No.  3,  under  Miss  Courtney,  has  done 
fairly  well. 

Several  mills  are  about  going  into  operation  during  the  summer  and 
•autumn,  so  that  we  may  reasonably  expect  much  improvent  in  the  schools 
^f  the  municipality. 

The  seven  schools  at  Valcartier  (St.  Gabriel  East  and  West)  have  been 
well  taught  during  the  year. 

0 

A  new  teacher,  Miss  Cryan,  has  had  charge  of  Mill  Hill  and  made 
•excellent  progress.    The  school  building  has  also  been  much  improved. 

Miss  McKillop  succeeded  Miss  McKechnie  at  No.  3,  St.  G-abriel  West. 
f  Miss  McKechnie  replacing  Miss  Bamford  at  No.  1,  St.  Q-abriel  East.  Miss  * 
Clark  has  been  very  successful  in  her  management  of  No.  3,  St.  Grabriel 
£a8t,  while  Miss  Reilly  has  done  good  work  at  No.  2.  Miss  Penny  and 
Miss  deary  still  continue  to  manage  with  much  ability  Nos.  1  and  4  res- 
pectively of  St.  G-abriel  West. 

I  regret  to  say  that  a  good  deal  of  unpleasantness  still  exists  in  Val- 
cartier as  regards  boundary  lines  ol  some  of  the  districts,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants do  not  exhibit  a  spirit  of  forbearance,  but  are  ever  too  ready  to  seek 
the  courts  of  law  and  thus  involve  the  municipality  in  much  unnecessary 
expense. 

r  Of  the  independent  schools  I  can  only  state  that  they  are  doing  good 

sersrice. 

The  Misses  Addie  who  taught  so  efficiently  the  model  soh  ool  at  Mar- 
bleton  have  now  opened  a  private  school  with  fair  success  at  Levis.  The 
Misses  Addie  only  require  to  be  known  to  be  appreciated. 
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The  Rev.  Von  Iffland,  M.  A.,  Bergorville,  and  Rev.  H.  C.  Stuart,  M.  A.^ 
Bourg  Louis,  have  both  very  excellent  boys'  boarding  schools.  They  only 
take  a  limited  number  of  young  gentlemen  and  prepare  them  for  the  uni- 
versities or  higher  forms  of  our  public  schools.  The  ladies'  school  under 
the  Misses  Machin  has  been  marked  with  very  great  success. 

The  Misses  Chaderton,  Misses  Lane,  Mrs.  Wilkins  have  also  good  esta- 
blishments. 1  regret  to  say  that  Mrs.  Morgan,  so  long  and  so  &vourably 
known  as  a  most  painstaking  and  successful  teacher  has  retired  ;  her  school 
is  now  managed  by  Mr.  Cook,  who  has  taught  with  success  in  St.  Roch. 

Mr.  Thom's  Commercial  Academy  for  boys,  continues  to  stand  at  the 
head  of  schools  of  that  class. 

I  report  with  much  satisfaction  that  all  the  schools  are  now  better 
supplied  with  suitable  text  books  than  formerly. 

The  Readers  edited  by  the  Messrs.  Gage,  of  Toronto,  are  being  generally^ 
introduced  together  with  the  Spelling  Book  by  the  same  publishers  :  they 
are  excellent  books  and   at  once  commend  themselves  to  teachers  and 

*  » 

pupils. 

The  new  system  adopted  in  the  mode  of  conmcting  the  examination 
for  diplomas,  has  also  had  the  effect  of  securing  a  far  better  class  of  teachers 
than  formerly. 

The  progress  during  the  past  five  years  in  the  several  schools  in  my 
district  has  been  most  gratifying  ;  there  are  only  now  one  or  two  dark  spots, 
whereas  some  years  ago  many  schools  were  in  a  deplorable  condition.  We 
can  indeed  thank  G-od  and  take  courage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Sir, 
Your  very  devoted  servant, 

M.  M.  FOTHERGILL, 

School  Inspector. 
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Sir, 


MR.  GAY. 

[  TVanslation,] 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  for  the  year  which  has  just 
ended.  There  has  been  a  general  improvement  in  the  schools  of  my 
district,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  synopsis  : 


Knmber  of  disUrictg 


a 


i. 


u 


u 


of  inBtitutionB  in  operation 

of  pupils 

Average  attendance 

Pupils  reading  fluently 

in  arithmetic 

*'    mental  arithmetic ^ 

**    writing 

**    English  grammar 

*<    French  grammar 

('    parsing  and  orthography  . 

"    history 

"    geography 

'*    drawing 

^    book-keeping 

<<    agriculture 


■/ 


^ 


u 


96 

3844 

3069 

2660 

1535 

688 

2010 

451 

702 


695 
631 
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1881-2 


132 

135 

117 

125 

562(1 

6102 

3800 

4114 

2941 

3169 

2969 

3719 

873 

1134 

2754 

3563 

626 

660 

1050 

1234 

695 

865 

1001 

1513 

1050 

1352 

256 

814 

187 

157 

238 

221 

Amongst  the  subjects  which  are  taught  to  all  the  classes,  that  which 
shows  the  greatest  increase  since  eight  years,  is  arithmetic.  It  has  increased 
140  per  cent.  I  constantly  advise  the  teachers  to  get  their  pupils,  even  the 
youngest,  to  provide  themselves  with  slates ;  for  the  latter  it  is  a  toy,  and 
the  first  ideas  in  calculation  afford  them  amusement.    They  thus  manage 
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MR.  GRONDIN. 
[  Translation.] 

Lapbaibie,  2l8t  August,  1882. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  for  the  year  1881-82. 

My  grand  statistical  table,  which  I  have  filled  up  with  every  possible 
care,  and  which  I  sent  you  some  days  ago,  shows  that  there  have  been  more 
pupils  this  year  than  in  previous  ones  and  that  a  greater  number  studied 
the  various  subjects. 

This  increase,  although  slj^ht,  is  however  very  satisfactory,  when  we 
remember  that    the    population    has  decreased  in  several    of    the    old 

parishes. 

Factories  are  being  started  everywhere,  the  North-West  by  its  fertile 

soil,  and  the  splendid  forests  of  the  country  which  are  being  opened  up  by 

^     settlements,  ofier  great  inducements  to  all  who  own  but  small  farms  or  who 

do  not  always  find  constant  and  remunerative  employment  in  our  older 

country  parts. 

The  school-houses  are,  in  general,  in  fairly  good  order  and  pretty 
iX)mfortable,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  my  repeated 
advice,  a  great  many  of  the  schools  have  only  an  unserviceable  black-board, 
and  that  very  few  have  any  maps  or  convenient  benches  suited  to  the 
childrens'  size,  or  any  which  are  proi)erly  and  solidly  made. 

Irregular  attendance  as  we  have  always  said,  is  the  greatest  obstacle  to 
progress  in  the  education  of  children ;  but  the  want  of  proper  furniture  and 
\    school  materials,  ^or  their  bad  quality,  is  also  a  direct  cause  of  the  slow 
progress  made  in  many  schools. 

Of  all  the  teachers  of  this  district,  there  is  not  one  who  is  completely 
deficient  in  zeal  or  education,  although  they  do  not  all  possess  these 
qualities  to  the  same  degree,  and  amongst  the  teachers  who  meet  with  little 
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or  no  success  it  is  not  so  much  their  knowledge  which  is  deficient  as  the 
art  of  imparting  it. 

As  no  prudent  father  or  Christian  mother  would  confide  the  education 
of  their  children  to  a  teacher  who  had  neither  religion  nor  principles,  none 
of  the  teachers  in  the  schools  under  my  supervision  have  given  cause  of 
complaint  as  to  his  conduct. 

As  Religious  instruction,  being  the  basis  of  all  sound  and  solid  educa- 
tion, must  form  part  of  the  curriculum  of  studies  and  the  cur4  or  other 
priest  has  the  supervision  over  it;  under  such  enlightened  supervision, 
catechism  is  taught  and  explained  in  all  the  Catholic  schools  of  his 
parish. 

The  finances  are,  as  a  rule,  well  managed,  but  there  remains  every 
year,  in  many  municipalities,  a  considerable  amount  of  arrears.  This  is  why 
I  repeat  for  the  third  or  fourth  time  perhaps,  the  suggestion  that  a  clause  be 
inserted  in  the  school  law,  compelling  those  in  arrears  to  pay  interest  as  a 
fine.  Such  a  measure,  while  doing  justice  to  those  who  pay  regularly, 
would  have  the  good  effect  of  diminishing  the  number  of  those  who  are  in 
arrear,  by  at  least  one-third  every  year. 

The  accounts  are  almost  everywhere  kept  on  the  official  system,  and 
fiuch  of  the  secretary-treasurers  who  have  not  yet  adopted  this  method  will 
do  so,  1  trust,  for  next  year. 

Now  I  have  one  word  to  say  to  certain  interested  parties  in  some 
portions  of  municipalities  who  will  know  when  they  read  this  that  I  am 
alluding  to  them.  When  in  any  parish  there  is  one  district  richer  than 
another,  the  rate-payers  residing  in  it  wish  to  form  a  seperate  municipality, 
80  that  all  the  money  derived  from  their  school  rates  and  their  share"  of  the 
•grant  will  be  exclusively  spent  on  their  own  school,  leaving  the  other  less 
favored  districts  to  pay  higher  rates,  out  of  proportion  to  their  means,  to 
keep  up  their  respective  schools.  I  have,  on  all  occasions,  endeavored  to 
vspoil  thebe  plans,  the  carrying  out  of  which  would  be  contrary  to  the  object 
.of  the  law,  which  wishes  to  place  all  on  an  equal  footing. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

L.  GRONDIN, 

School  Inspector, 
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MR.  HUBBARD. 


Sherbrooke,  August  21,  1882. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  Annual  Report,  with  the  Statistical 
Tables,  for  the  past  scholastic  year. 

The  Statistical  Tables  may  require  some  brief  explanation  : — I  had  pre- 
pared my  table  ready  for  transmission,  some  months  since,  upon  the  old 
blanks,  when  I  received  new  blanks  requiring  some  additional  particulars, 
of  which  I  had  no  record,  and  I  was,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of 
making  my  summer  visits  to  the  schools  before  I  could  be  in  a  position  to 
fill  out  the  new  classification  required.  With  regard  to  this  new  classifica- 
tion, viz.,  as  Catholic,  Protestant  and  mixed,  I  beg  to  explain  that  owing  to 
the  fact  that  my  inquiries  on  these  points  were  made  after  the  close,  in  most 
cases,  of  the  terms  of  schools  for  which  other  statistics  had  been  taken,  and 
that  in  several  instances  schools  were  closed,  my  table  is  only  approxi- 
mately correct — although  I  have  done  all  in  my  power,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  make  it  as  nearly  correct  as  possible.  I  beg  also  to  explain,  as 
I  have  previously  stated  to  you  in  correspondence,  that  the  new  titble 
seems  to  me  to  confuse  some  items  which  in  the  old  table  were  distinct 
and  clear  ;  as  I  see  no  way  of  distinguishing  in  the  case  of  schools  entered 
as  "  Mixed,"  whether  they  are  under  the  control  of  commissioners  or  trus- 
tees, or  are  independent  I  have  therefore  sent  both  tables,  the  old  and  the 
new ;  the  former  will  show  the  items  above  referred  to.  I  may  remark 
that,  as  compared  with  previous  years,  the  table  shows  a  fair  general  im- 
provement in  several  particulars.  There  has  been  a  slight  gain  on  the 
whole,  on  last  year,  in  the  number  of  schools  in  operation  and  in  the 
attendance. 

As  regards  school  buildings,  there  have  been  several  casualties  andalsa 
several  improvements.  Of  the  former,  the  loss  by  fire  of  the  St.  Francis 
College  buildings,  Richmond,  the  Danville  Academy,  a  school  house  in 
Robinson,  Bury,  and  one  in  Newport,  may  be  especially  noticed ;  the  losses 
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In  the  matter  of  text  books,  uniformity  is  gradually  prevailing ; 
though  in  several  sections  unauthorized  books  are  still  used,  and  in  some 
cases,  the  gradual  introduction  of  authorized  books  causes,  for  the  time, 
more  confusion.  The  teachers  too  frequently  use  their  influence  against 
the  use  of  authorized  books. 

In  the  matter  of  finances  no  special  troubles  have  arisen.    As  the  times 

have  been  better,  collections  have  generally  been  easier,  and  as  a  rule  the 

teachers  are  paid  with  promptness.  This  ought  to  be  true  in  every  instance. 

^        I  am  confident  that   the    exceptions   this   year   have    been   fewer    than 

usual. 

Since  my  last  report  I  have  visited  all  the  schools  under  my  supervi- 
sion which  were  in  operation  at  the  time,  twice.  During  the  year,  how- 
ever, I  visited  all  once  and  all  twice,  excepting  six  in  summer  and  fifteen  in 
winter.  The  winter  was  unusually  unfavorable  for  travelling,  and  many 
ot  my  visits  during  that  season  were  made  with  much  difficulty  and  hard- 
ship. So  large  is  the  number  of  schools  which  I  have  to  visit,  that  I  find 
it  impossible  to  avoid  occasional  omissions.  I  am,  however,  careful  in  all 
cases  to  go  to  these  schools  on  my  next  tour.  I  also  find  it  impracticable  in 
'  general  to  give  notice  of  intended  visits,  and  I  may  venture  to  suggest  a 
doubt  as  to  the  advisability  of  such  notice,  when  practicable. 

A  few  schools  which  I  have,  up  to  the  present  time,  visited  and  in- 
spected, have  become  so  largely  Catholic  in  their  attendance,  that  it  would 
probably  be  better  that  they  should  be  visited  by  the  Catholic  Inspector.  I 
may  mention  No.  16  of  Stanstead,  County  of  Stanstead,  Nos.  18  and  14  of 
Ascot,  County  of  Sherbrooke,  and  No.  3  of  Cleveland.  County  of  Bich-  » 
mond. 

As  I  have  given  the  details  of  each  Municipality  in  my  Statistical 
Table,  and  in  the  Bulletins  of  visits,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  in 
this  report.  I  shall  endeavor  to  furnish  promptly  any  additional  informa- 
tion which  you  may  require. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HUBBARD, 

Inspector  of  Schools. 
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ME.  JUNEAU. 
[  Translation.] 

Quebec,  September  1882. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  snbinit  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  Catholic  schools^ 
in  my  district  for  the  year  ending  80th  June  last. 

I  have  already  sent  my  grand  statistical  table  and  my  bulletins  which 
relieve  me  from  the  task  of  giving  a  great  many  details.  I  have  therefore 
only  a  few  remarks  to  make. 

In  my  last  report  I  said  : 

''  In  some  places  too  much  stress  is  laid  upon  learning  by  heart,  but  in 
good  schools  it  is  out  of  date.  Why  should  we  insist  upon  a  child  learning- 
by  heart  and  word  for  word  what  he  will  forget  to-morrow  ? 

In  copying  out  the  report  I  passed  over  a  page  in  which  I  said :  "  If 
the  pupil  should  not  be  obliged  to  learn  history,  geography  or  grammar  by 
heart,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  same  rule  should  be  applied  to  the  teaching- 
of  prayers  and  catechism,  for  in  these  it  is  necessary  for  the  pupil  to  know 
all  the  words  without  omitting  a  single  one  ;  it  is  even  necessary,  to  pre- 
vent the  child  from  forgetting  his  prayers  and  his  catechism,  to  make  him 
repeat  them  frequently,  since  they  secure  his  eternal  salvation.  Should  not 
the  catechism  be  his  rule  of  faith  and  conduct  in  the  various  stages  of 
life." 

Frayer  raises  the  soul  to  God,  its  author  and  final  end ;  it  consoles  it 
in  the  many  afflictions  it  constantly  has  to  bear  ;  it  fortifies  it  and  guards- 
it  against  all  dangers.  We  can  never  teach  too  much  how  to  pray  pro- 
perly. 

The  true  art  of  teaching  should  be  a  pattern  of  religious  instruction^ 
and  those  who  claim  that  religion  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  teaching  of 
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I        youth  are  greatly  to  be  pitied.     Fortunately  such  people  are  powerless  in- 
this  country,  and  we  hope  that  they  will  always  be  so. 

Schools  without  religion  are  schools  of  immorality  and  impiety,  as- 
evidenced  by  many  foreign  institutions.  For  my  part  I  have  no  fears  on 
the  subject ;  our  school  authorities  are  men  who  are  thoroughly  Catholic 
and  amongst  them  are  the  Bishops  of  our  province. 

The  teaching  of  prayers  and  catechism  in  the  schools,  far  from  causing 
loss  of  time,  is  beneficial  to  them ;  it  teaches  the  pupils  to  be  more  atten- 
tive, better  behaved  and  more  studious,  and  makes  them  better  understand 
the  respect  due  to  their  teacher,  their  school-mates  and  themselves.  We 
must  not  only  teach  children  the  sciences,  we  must  elevate  their  minds  and 
cultivate  every  virtue  in  their  hearts,  to  make  them  useful  to  religion  and 
to  society  and  good  citizens.  The  school  should  be  a  small  sanctuary  where 
the  child  learns  to  love  and  serve  God,  and  that  is  why  we  find  in  all  of 
them  the  sign  of  our  redemption. 

I  have  noticed  this  year  again  that  certain  institutions,  in  order  to  get 

more  credit  for  their  schools,  neglect  the  little  beginners  and  only  pay 

»        attention,  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  to  the  most  advanced  of  their  clashes 

which  are  nearly  always  cpmposed  of  five  or  six  pupils  only.     This^  is 

much  to  be  regretted. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  rather  frequently  find  school  mistresses  re- 
cently arrived  in  a  district,  who  tell  every  one  that  the  pupils  know  nothing,, 
have  been  badly  taught,  &c. ;  unfortunately  those  who  chatter  so  against 
their  predecessors  do  not  do  a  whit  better  than  they  did  and  frequently  not 
BO  well. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  are  actuated  by  malice,  but  they  wish 
to  put  on  airs  and  make  people  think  them  very  clever ;  they  are  wanting 
}       in  humility,  good-breeding  and  even  in  charity  and  consequently  are  not 
the  best  persons  to  place  in  charge  of  a  school. 

In  some  parishes  where  I  happened  to  be  on  a  Sunday,  I  collected  all 
the  teachers  in  the  school-house  near  the  chuch  and  gave  them  advice 
as  to  the  proper  method  of  teaching.     I  intend  to  continue  doing  this. 
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whenever  I  have  an  opportunity.     In  these  meetings  advice  and  counsel 
may  be  given  which  cannot  easily  be  given  elsewhere. 

Some  people  think  it  an  easy  thing  to  inspect  a  school.  Of  coarse  it 
would  be  if  one  had  only  to  examine  slightly  the  actual  knowledge  of  the 
pupils  ;  but  when  one  has  to  ascertain  the  progress  made  within  a  given 
time,  it  is  another  matter,  for  the  inspector  in  order  to  do  justice  to  all, 
must  keep  an  account  of  the  time,  the  situation  and  circumstances  in  which 
each  teacher  is  placed,  in  order  to  form  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  progress 
of  the  pupils.  It  may  be  stated,  for  instance,  that  a  child  has  attended 
school  for  five  consecutive  years,  while  during  that  period  he  has  really 
only  attended  for  two  years  as  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  roll  call  of 
the  school  for  each  week. 

Another  person  may  say  that  his  child  seldom  misses  school  and  still 
learns  nothing,  whereas  the  real  fact  is  that  the  child  is  absent  at  least  for 
one  or  two  days  a  week ;  how  can  he  make  any  progress  ?  Is  it  the  fault 
of  the  teacher  if  that  child  does  not  get  on  as  well  as  another  who  attends 
regularly  and  studies  diligently  ?  Another  may  also  say  :  ''  My  child  learns 
nothing  at  school  and  still  he  loses  no  time."  But  this  child  may  be  flighty, 
spoilt  by  his  parents,  an  idler  in  fact,  who  never  listens.  Is  it  the  teacher's 
fault  if  he  is  behind  the  other  pupils?  To  ascertain  the' real  progress  of 
the  school  is  therefore  not  always  an  easy  matter. 

I  can  corroborate  what  my  colleagues,  Messrs.  Carrier  and  B^land, 
stated  in  their  last  report,  with  respect  to  the  changing  of  teachers :  one 
year's  experience  of  a  young  teacher  who  is  just  beginning  is  surely  not 
sufficient  to  justify  her  dismissal  even  if  the  progress  made  has  not  been 
quite  satisfactory  ;  the  less  teachers  are  changed,  the  better. 

Mr.  Fremont  says  in  his  report  that  the  candidates  who  go  before  the 
examining  boards  pass  their  examination  to  show  not  only  what  they  know 
but  whether  thev  know  how  to  teach  it. 

I  who  have  betMi  a  member  of  one  of  these  boards  for  thirty  odd  years, 
ask  myself  how  it  is  possible  to  judge  of  the  candidate's  capacity  to 
teach. 
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The  candidates  are  questioned  on  the  pedagogics  which  they  have 
studied,  and  they  give  good  answers.  But  it  is  quite  another  thing  to 
ascertain  whether  they  know  how  to  put  into  practice  the  various  methods 
they  have  learnt,  with  discernment  and  a  full  knowledge  of  what  they  are 
doing.  "  A  teacher  who  does  not  devote  himself  entirely  to  his  pupils,  can 
never  be  a  good  master." 

This  last  spring  I  was  obliged  to  order  the  dismissal  of  a  teacher  whose 
knowledge  was  very  good,  but  who  had  no  idea  of  imparting  it,  and  yet 
she  had  studied  pedagogics. 

Mr.  Carrier  suggests  great  severity  in  the  examinations  for  diplomas, 
on  account  of  the  competition  of  certain  incapable  teachers  against  the 
good  ones. 

But  would  this  prevent  competition  ?  Assuredly  not.  I  have  seen 
teachers  trained  in  the  normal  school  competing  with  others  who  had  also 
been  there.  As  I  reproached  one  of  them  with  this,  she  admitted  that  she 
had  done  it  against  her  will  and  because  her  parents  had  compelled  her  to 
it    This  is  very  painful. 

Mr.  Brault  gives  excellent  advice,  amongst  other  things  that  of  letting 
the  pupils  out  about  the  middle  of  the  morning  and  of  the  afternoon  class. 
During  these  five  minutes  recess,  the  room  might  be  aired ;  the  pupils 
breathing  a  pure  and  invigorating  air  would  be  better  disposed  to  resume 
their  work,  without  fatigue  or  discomfort. 

The  teacher  would  also  benefit  by  it  and  her  only  trouble  would  be 
to  reestablish  order  while  the  noisier  pupils  returned  to  their  places. 

With  reference  to  the  frequent  absences  of  children  from  school,  I 
may  say  that  they  could  be  more,  regular  in  their  attendance  if  all  the 
teachers  knew  how  to  make  the  children  love  them  and  take  an  interest  in 
what  they  learn ;  for  I  notice  that  the  best  attended  schools  are  those  in 
which  the  teacher  knows  how  to  make  her  lessons  interesting. 

I  have  heard  the  mother  of  the  family  with  whom  I  boarded,  say :  "  I 
dont  know  how  the  teacher  manages,  or  what  she  does,  but  the  children 
would  like  to  be  always  at  school." 
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"  That  is  very  easily  found  out,"  I  said,  "  for  Miss  B.  knows  how^  to- 
^'  interest  her  pupils  and  make  herself  liked ;  she  understands  her  mission.'" 
If  all  the  teachers  could  make  their  teaching  more  interesting,  the  pupils 
would  attend  school  more  regularly,  I  am  convinced  ;  if  I  may  judge  by 
myself,  I  might  prolong  my  inspection  until  nightfall,  if  I  could  believe 
the  children ;  when  they  see  me  about  to  go  they  ask  me  to  remain  longer,, 
amd  why  ?  because  I  interest  them ;  they  like  to  know  and  to  learn,  and 
consequently,  they  listen  attentively  to  what  I  say.  They  are  quite  aston* 
ished  to  find  how  easily  they  understand  things  which  before  they  found 
thought  incomprehensible.  But  one  must  speak  so  as  to  be  understood, 
and  speak  to  the  intellect  and  the  heart  of  the  child. 

I  noticed  with  pleasure  that  the  School  Commissioners  have  had  the 
good  sense  not  to  make  the  teachers  repay  the  amount  kept  off  their  salaries 
for  the  pension  fund  established  by  your  department. 

The  teachers  have  to  lament  this  year  the  death  of  two  of  the  oldest 
members  of  their  body;  Mr  Jean-Marie  Annet  and  Mr.  Fran9ois-Xavier 
Gilbert.  The  first  had  taught  for  64  years  (30  in  France  and  34  in  this 
province)  ;  the  second  for  forty  years.  Without  doubt  these  old  veterans 
have  received  the  reward  promised  to  those  who  labor  in  the  Lord's  vine- 
yard. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  schools,  although 
leaving  much  to  be  desired,  are  generally  well  managed,  and  all  the  teachers 
display  zeal  and  devotedness. 

I  regret  that  some  of  the  teachers  have  not  yet  received  the  last  rei>ort 
on  Public  Instruction ;  this  is  all  the  more  to  be  regretted  that,  like  all  the 
others,  it  is  very  interesting,  and  contains  information  which  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  teachers  and  their  pupils. 

I  have  the  honoi;  %c., 

E.  JUNEAU, 

School  Inspector. 
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MR.  LA  MARCHE. 

[  Translation.] 

I 

St.  John,  12th  September,  1882. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  school  year  1881-82. 

The  schools  in  this  district  are  attended,  this  year,  by  6,728  pupils,, 
being  440  less  than  in  the  year  1  0-81.  The  average  attendance  which 
last  year  was  72  per  cent,  is,  this  year,  75,  and  as  attendance  has  been  more 
regular,  greater  progress  has  in  consequence  been  made. 

Although  the  pupils  are  constantly  changing,  and  the  more  advanced 
leave  the  schools,  I  may  say  that  the  level  is  gradually  being  raised  and 
the  aggregate  amount  of  knowledge  is  gradually  increasing. 

Thus,  notwithstanding  the  falling  off  in  numbers,  of  which  I  have 
first  spoken,  there  is  an  incprease  of  41  pupils  in  book-keeping,  54  in  geo- 
graphy, 79  in  history,  311  ixi  agriculture  and  880  in  drawing.  The  great 
increase  in  the  number  learning  the  last  named  branch,  is  due  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  manuals  which  I  have  introduced  into  the  schools.  In  sev- 
eral municipalities  the  commissioners  have  completed  the  necessary  organ* 
ization  for  the  teaching  of  drawing,  by  giving  manuals  to  the  schools  which 
I  was  unable  to  supply.  In  other  municipalities  the  commissioners  are 
rather  undecided,  but  I  find  only  one  Board  which  refuses  to  have  drawing 
taught,  taking  advantage  of  Section  65  of  Chap.  XY  of  the  G.S.L.C,  to  avoid 
adopting  the  entire  curriculum  prescribed  by  the  Catholic  Committee. 

Teaching  is  now  more  practical  than  formerly.  Not  only  do  pupils 
learn  to  cypher,  but  also  to  understand  the  object  of  the  rules  and  apply 
them  to  the  business  of  every  day  life.  The  same  may  be  said  of  grammar ;  not 
only  does  the  pupil  learn  orthography,  that  is,  to  write  according  to  the  rules, 
but  he  also  accustoms  himself  to  speak  correctly.  He  learns  to  speak  at 
home  and  improves  his  language  at  school  by  reading.     As  Mr.  Bordeux 
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or  no  saccess  it  is  not  so  much  their  knowledge  which  is  deficient  as  the 
art  of  imparting  it. 

As  no  prudent  father  or  Christian  mother  would  confide  the  education 
of  their  children  to  a  teacher  who  had  neither  religion  nor  principles,  none 
of  the  teachers  in  the  schools  under  my  supervision  have  given  cause  of 
complaint  as  to  his  conduct. 

As  Religious  instruction,  being  the  basis  of  all  sound  and  solid  educa- 
tion, must  form  part  of  the  curriculum  of  studies  and  the  cur€  or  other 
priest  has  the  supervision  over  it ;  under  such  enlightened  supervision, 
catechism  is  taught  and  explained  in  all  the  Catholic  schools  of  his 
parish. 

The  finances  are,  as  a  rule,  well  managed,  but  there  remains  every 
year»  in  many  municipalities,  a  considerable  amount  of  arrears.  This  is  why 
I  repeat  for  the  third  or  fourth  time  perhaps,  the  suggestion  that  a  clause  be 
inserted  in  the  school  law,  compelling  those  in  arrears  to  pay  interest  as  a 
fine.  Such  a  measure,  while  doing  justice  to  those  who  pay  regularly, 
would  have  the  good  effect  of  diminishing  the  number  of  those  who  are  in 
Brrear,  by  at  least  one-third  every  year. 

The  accounts  are  almost  everywhere  kept  on  the  official  system,  and 
such  of  the  secretary-treasurers  who  have  not  yet  adopted  this  method  will 
do  so,  1  trust,  for  next  year. 

Now  I  have  one  word  to  say  to  certain  interested  parties  in  some 
portions  of  municipalities  who  will  know  when  they  read  this  that  I  am 
alluding  to  them.  When  in  any  parish  there  is  one  district  richer  than 
another,  the  rate-payers  residing  in  it  wish  to  form  a  seperate  municipality, 
so  that  all  the  money  derived  from  their  school  rates  and  their  share"  of  the 
tgrant  will  be  exclusively  spent  on  their  own  school,  leaving  the  other  less 
favored  districts  to  pay  higher  rates,  out  of  proportion  to  their  means,  to 
keep  up  their  respective  schools.  I  have,  on  all  occasions,  endeavored  to 
.spoil  thehe  plans,  the  carrying  out  of  which  would  be  contrary  to  the  object 
.of  the  law,  which  wishes  to  place  all  on  an  equal  footing. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

L.  GRONDIN, 

School  Inspector. 
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MR.  HUBBARD. 


Sherbbooke,  August  21,  1882. 


Sib, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  Annual  Report,  with  the  Statistical 
Tables,  for  the  past  scholastic  year. 

The  Statistical  Tables  may  require  some  brief  explanation  : — I  had  pre- 
pared my  table  ready  for  transmission,  some  months  since,  upon  the  old 
blanks,  when  I  received  new  blanks  requiring  some  additional  particulars, 
of  which  I  had  no  record,  and  I  was,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of 
making  my  summer  visits  to  the  schools  before  I  could  be  in  a  position  to 
fill  out  the  new  classification  required.  With  regard  to  this  new  classifica- 
tion, viz.,  as  Catholic,  Protestant  and  mixed,  I  beg  to  explain  that  owing  to 
the  fact  that  my  inquiries  on  these  points  were  made  after  the  close,  in  most 
<;a8e8,  of  the  terms  of  schools  for  which  other  statistics  had  been  taken,  and 
that  in  several  instances  schools  were  closed,  my  table  is  only  approxi- 
mately correct — although  I  have  done  all  in  my  power,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  make  it  as  nearly  correct  as  possible.  I  beg  also  to  explain,  as 
I  have  previously  stated  to  you  in  correspondence,  that  the  new  tkble 
seems  to  me  to  confuse  some  items  which  in  the  old  table  were  distinct 
and  clear ;  as  I  see  no  way  of  distinguishing  in  the  case  of  schools  entered 
as  "  Mixed,"  whether  they  are  under  the  control  of  commissioners  or  trus- 
tees, or  are  independent  I  have  therefore  sent  both  tables,  the  old  and  the 
new ;  the  former  will  show  the  items  above  referred  to.  I  may  remark 
that,  as  compared  with  previous  years,  the  table  shows  a  fair  general  im- 
provement in  several  particulars.  There  has  been  a  slight  gain  on  the 
whole,  on  last  year,  in  the  number  of  schools  in  operation  and  in  the 
attendance. 

As  regards  school  buildings,  there  have  been  several  casualties  andalso* 
several  improvements.  Of  the  former,  the  loss  by  fire  of  the  St.  Francis 
College  buildings,  Richmond,  the  Danville  Academy,  a  school  house  in 
Robinson,  Bury,  and  one  in  Newport,  may  be  especially  noticed ;  the  losses 
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In  linear  industrial  drawing,  1 J05  in  1881 ;  2,107  in  1882 ;  increase 
402. 

The  number  of  pupils  learning  the  manualjof  agriculture  as  well  as 
the  other  branches  of  the  official  curriculum, .  has  increased  in  about  the 
same  proportion. 

I   am   happy    to  state   that  the   various  subjects  are    taught   in  a 

more  intelligent  manner,  thanks   to  our    constant   war   against  routine, 

■and   the   efforts  made  by  the   teachers  to   develop   the  minds  of  their 

pupils  by  adopting  a  better  method   of  teaching,  and  only   advancing 

.gradually. 

There  are  in  my  district  five  academies,  four  for  boys  and  one  for 
girls.  # 

The  academy  of  the  Beverend  Brothers  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  at  Ste. 
Anne  de  LaPerade  is  under  our  control,  as  is  also  the  girls'  Academy  of 
the  Reverend  Ladies  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  at  Champlain. 

The  three  other  schools  are  independent  superior  schools  ;  one  under 
the  direction  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  at  Deschambeault ;  another  under 
the  ladies  of  the  congregation  at  Ste.  Anne  de  LaPerade,  and  the  third 
under  the  Soeurs  de  LAssomption,  at  St.  Maurice. 

I  visittd  the  two  which  are  under  our  control,  besides  that  at  Des- 
chambeault, to  which  the  good  Sisters  always  cordially  invite  me. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  education  given  in  these  estab- 
lishments. I  judge  the  worth  of  some  of  them  by  the  statistics  which 
are  kindly  given  me,  and  the  others  from  my  examination  of  their 
classes. 

Several  of  them  may  be  considered  as  Normal  Schools,  particularly 

the  convents  at  Deschambeault  and  Champlain.  They  have  already  pro- 

« 

duced  several  teachers,  who  teach  very  successfully  in  my  district. 

The  convent  at  St.  Maurice,  although  quite  new,  is  doing  consider- 
able good  to  the  cause  of  education.      As  to  the  Brothers  of  the  Sacred 
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Heart,  at  Ste.  Anne  de  LaP^rade,  they  are  only  waiting  for  the  rate-payers 
to  give  them  a  snitable  building  for  themselves  and  their  classes,  to  be 
ss  usefol  as  they  can  and  are  anxious  to  be. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  give  the  names  of  the  lay  teachers  in  my  dis- 
trict, who  meet  with  the  most  success. 

• 

I  have  11  model  schools,  three  for  boys,  one  for  girls,  and  7  are  mixed 
model  schools.  Five  of  these  are  taught  by  male  and  six  by  female 
teachers. 

The  most  successful  are :  Mr.  Alfred  Dostaler,  at  St.  Stanislas ;  Mr. 
Camille  Dostaler,  village  of  Ghamplain ;  Miss  Rose  Descormiers,  Ste.  Q-6n- 
evieve  de  Batiscan  ;  Miss  Virginie  Douville,  Portneuf ;  and  Miss  Ernestine 
Deschenes,  Batiscan. 

The  primary  schools  are  107  in  number ;  2  are  taught  by  male  and  105 
by  female  teachers. 

The  most  successful  are  :  Mrs.  Philomene  Thibodeau  and  Miss  Asilda 
Gosselin,  St.  Alban  ;  Miss  Adeline  Pouliotte,  St.  XJbalde  ;  Mrs.  Marie  Beau- 
pre  and  Miss  Rosa  Anna  Bordeleau,  St.  Tite ;  Miss  Sophie  Trudel,  St.  The- 
cle;  Mr.  J.  O.  Laguerre,  Miss  Philomdne  Tessier,  Miss  Venerance  Tessier, 
Ste.  Anne  LaP6rade ;  Mrs.  Exilda  St.  Arnault,  St.  Stanislas ;  Miss  Albine 
Brassard,  Mont-Oarmel ;  Mrs.  Marie  Louise  Leblanc,  St.  Luc ;  Miss  Marie 
Lonise  Lanouette,  Batiscan  ;  Miss  Marie  Cloutier,  St.  Genevieve  de  Batiscan  ; 
Miss  Greorgina  Descdteaux,  St.  Flore  ;  Misses  Lumina  Provencher,  Josephine 
Laneuville  and  Philomene  Levasseur,  St.  Maurice ;  Misses  Clara  Lefebvre 
^d  Greorgina  Cloutier,  St.  Prosper ;  Miss  Anna  Nault,  Deschambault ;  Miss 
Elise  Denis,  Cap  Sant6 ;  Mrs.  Adelphine  Hould,  Cap  de  la  Magdeline,  and 
Miss  Edwidge  Ouellet,  St.  Casimir. 

These  24  primary  schools  are  good,  several  might  even  be  called  model 
schools. 

Of  the  88  remaining,  75  may  be  considered  fair  and  8  as  bad. 

Some  of  the  teachers  of  the  latter  have  been  discharged  and  the  others 
who  gave  hopes  of  doing  better  were  given  another  trial. 
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Knowing  the  teachers'  position  as  I  do,  the  little  encouragement  they 
generally  get,  either  from  the  parents  who  take  no  pains  to  make  their 
children  attend  school  regularly,  or  to  provide  them  with  what  they  require, 
or  from  the  school  commissioners,  who  do  not  pay  them  enough,  I  am  really 
surprised  to  see  them  succeed  so  well  under  such  trying  circumstances. 

There  are  119  female  teachers  in  my  district;  only  2  get  over  $200; 
13  get  from  |100  to  $200,  and  104  get  less  than  $100.  To  provide  oneself 
with  clothing  and  board  on  a  salary  of  less  than  $  lOO,  especially  when  the 
necessaries  of  life  are  as  dear  as  at  present,  seems  to  be  rather  a  difficult 
problem  to  solve.  I  am  convinced  that  the  teachers  who  do  solve  it  do  so 
only  by  fasting  and  privations,  and  not  by  any  knowledge  of  mathema- 
tics. 

At  my  last  inspection  I  met  the  school  commissioners  in  each  munici- 
pality ;  or  if  not  all,  at  least  the  majority  of  them.  I  explained  to  them 
your  circular  of  the  15th  November  last,  that  is  to  say  the  part  which  con- 
cerns them,  and  as  in  the  past  I  requested  them  to  accompany  me  in  my  in- 
spection of  the  schools  under  their  control.  Several  made  it  their  duty  to 
do  so,  and  favorably  received  the  suggestions  I  made  to  them  with  respect 
to  their  schools. 

The  cur^  were  also  resi)ectfully  invited  to  attend  the  examinations^ 
several  kindly  accepted  my  invitation,  while  others,  owing  to  their  numer- 
erous  occupations,  and  being  satisfied,  they  said,  with  the  way  I  generally 
did  things,  did  not  think  proper  to  disturb  themselves. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  I  distributed  a  good  many  books  as 
prizes,  to  the  most  deserving  pupils,  chiefly  for  regular  attendance  and 
application  ;  the  list  of  prizes  distributed  in  each  municipality  will  be  sent 
you  with  this  report.  I  also  distributed  in  the  principal  schools,  the  man- 
uals, charts  and  books  for  linear  drawing,  which  the  Department  sent  me 
for  that  purpose.  I  would  like  to  have  more  to  distribute,  especially  the 
first  book  and  the  charts  accompaning  it 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  teaching  of  drawing  is  becoming 
more  general    in    the    schools  under    my  control,    because   by   force  of 
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argument,   I  have  succeeded  in  removing  almost  all  opposition  to  its  be- 
coming taught. 


I  have  the  honor,  &c., 


DAVID  LEFEBVRE, 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  LfeVfiQUB. 

[Translation,] 

RoxTON  Falls,  17th  August,  1882. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  my  annual  report  of  primary  instruction 
in  my  district,  as  well  as  the  grand  statistical  table  for  1881-82. 

I  notice  with  pleasure  that  the  number  oi  pupils  who  attended  school 
was  5,330,  being  an  increase  of  610  ;  the  average  attendance  7,570,  that  is 
670  more  than  last  year  or  any  previous  year. 

The  prizes  and  encouraging  words  adressed  by  the  cur^s  to  the  children 
whenever  they  visit  the  schools  in  their  respective  parishes,  the  system 
of  ffood  marks  which  I  recommend  everywhere,  and  which  is  followed  by 
many  teachers,  and  the  rewards  given  by  the  inspector  to  the  most  assi- 
duous pupils,  all  greatly  contribute  to  secure  more  regular  attendance  at 
school. 

It  may  be  seen  by  the  statistical  table  that  a  greater  number  of  pupils 
have  studied  the  various  subjects  of  the  curriculum.  Thus  there  is  an 
increase  in  writing  of  807,  in  arithmetic  252,  in  book-keeping  136,  in  English 
mmmar  19,  in  French  grammar  164,  in  composition  133,  in  drawing  64^ 
in  agriculture  76,  and  instrumental  music  41.  This  very  fine  result  is  due 
to  a  better  organization  of  the  schols  and  more  intelligent  classification  of 
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the  pupils.  1  made  it  my  duty  to  specially  call  the  attention  of  the  teachers 
to  these  two  points,  which  are  essential  to  the  proper  workin^|of  a  school. 
However  all  did  not  succeed ;  some  failed  owing  to  want  of  tact  and 
sufficient  knowledge,  the  others  were  unable  to  resist  the  importunities  of 
certain  parents  who  do  not  understand  that  all  children  have  not  the  same 
capacity,  and  who,  consequently,  insisted  upon  seeing  in  the  first  division  a 
big  boy  or  a  big  girl  who  should,  properly  speaking,  have  been  in  the 
second  division.  These  are  obstacles  which  good  teachers^ will,  I  trust,  be 
able  to  overcome  with  time  and  patience. 

Writing  is  better  since  two  years,  thanks  to  the  copy-books  with  printed 
headings  used  in  many  of  the  schools.  In  accordance  with  your  instruc- 
tions I  recommended  the  new  series  ot  copy-books  prepared  by  J.  A.  Lau- 
glais,  and  in  order  to  secure  their  being  more  rapidly  introduced,  I  asked  the 
merchants  in  each  place  to  be  good  enough  to  procure  these  books  and  sell 
them  as  cheap  as  possible. 

If  grammar  in  certain  schools  is  still  taught  in  a  defective  manner, 
that  is  to  say  by  overcrowding  the  memoiy  of  the  children  with  a  host  of 
rules  of  which  they  do  not  understand  the  first  word,  and  which  the  teacher 
does  not  condescend  to  explain,  there  are,  on  the  other  hand,  a  great  many 
others  in  which  very  perceptible  progress  is  made.  I  noticed  with  pleasure 
in  the  latter  schools  that  the  teachers  contented  themselves  with  getting 
the  children  to  learn  short  and  simple  definitions  and  showed  applications 
of  them  at  once  by  means  of  some  sentences  written  on  the  blackboard 
or  a  slate. 

Arithmetic  is  a  little  better  taught ;  the  many  remarks  I  make  to  the 
iteachers  of  my  district  in  reference  to  this  important  branch  have  had  some 
'eflFect.  It  is  taught  in  a  more  practical  manner,  and  I  see  that  some  teachers 
are  not  satisfied  with  with  having  the  problems  in  the  book  solved, 
but  they  try  to  have  others  connected  with  the  transactions  of  every  day 
life.  This  is  really  one  of  the  best  means  to  accustom  a  child  to  understand 
what  he  is  doing. 

The  teaching  of  geography  is  unsatisfactory ;  too  little  stress  is  laid  on 
what  relates  to  Canada.    In  a  great  many  schools-  where  children  are  fami- 
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liar  with  the  geography  of  Europe,  they  know  but  little  of  the  geography  of 

.« 

the  Dominion. 

Drawing  and  agriculture  meet  with  less  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
parents.  I  am  happy  to  notice  this,  for  the  study  of  these  two  branches 
<;annot  but  be  beneficial  to  mechanics  and  to  farmers. 

Most  of  the  model  schools  are  well  kept ;  only  two  were  unfortunate 
enough  to  be  under  bad  management,  but  the  local  authorities  have  ob- 
tained competent  teachers  for  the  year  1882-83.  One  of  them  is  an  old 
pupil  of  the  Normal  School. 

The  establishments  of  superior  education,  which  are  three  in  number, 
and  under  the  management  of  nuns,  turn  out  distinguished  pupils,  and  the 
teaching  is  highly  satisfactory. 

The  constantly  increasing  number  of  pupils  attending  the  college  of 
St.  Christophe,  under  the  management  of  the  Brothers  of  the  Sacred  Heart, 
speaks  highly  in  its  favor.  This  institution,  in  which  the  children  receive 
an  industrial  and  commercial  education,  is  doing  a  great  deal  of  good  in  this 
section  of  the  province. 

A  new  municipality  has  been  formed .  of  portions  detached  from  the 
townships  of  Chenier  and  Tingwick,  and  is  called  St.  Eemi  de  Tingwick. 
The  total  number  of  municipalities  is  28,  17  in  the  county  of  Arthabaska 
and  11  in  the  county  of  Drummond. 

Several  school-houses  have  been  built  on  plans  which  were  submitted 
to  you.  They  are  well  built,  of  fine  appearance,  well  situated  and  lighted, 
and  sufficiently  spacious  with  the  exception  of  No.  2,  in  North  Chester, 
-where  the  children  are  not  as  comfortable  as  they  should  be,  owing  to  the 
smallness  of  the  class-room.  A  fine  building  is  in  course  of  erection  at 
Warwick.  It  is  for  a  convent,  which,  I  am  told,  is  to  be  managed  by  the 
Dames  de  L'Assomption. 

As  a  rule  the  School  Commissioners  are  very  willing ;  they  understand 
the  advantage  of  having  a  good  school-house,  well  furnished,  and  they  act 
in  consequence.  But  unfortunately  there  are  some  who  pay  bat  little  heed 
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to  the  matter ;  I  have  mentioned  them  in  the  bulletins  which  I  sent  yoa 
during  the  year.  The  department  has  called  their  attention  to  these  facts 
and  I  am  convinced  that,  during  the  holidays  they  will  carry  out  the  pro- 
mises  they  made  me. 

The  finances«are  everywhere  well  administered  by  the  Secretary-Trea- 
surers. A  year  ago  I  had,  to  my  great  regret,  to  point  out  some  localities 
where  the  collection  of  the  taxes  proceeded  very  slowly.  To-day  I  must 
say  that  there  is  an  improvement.  Every  where  the  teachers  told  me  they 
were  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  they  were  paid.  If  their  salary  is 
small,  they  have  at  any  rate  the  advantage  of  getting  it  as  soon  as  it  is  due. 


I  have  the  honor,  &c., 


LS.  N.  LEVESQDE, 

School  Inspector, 


MR.  LUCIER. 
(Translation.) 

\  Maria,  oth  July  1882. 

Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  annual  report  upon  the  Catholic 
schools  of  the  county  of  Bonaventure  for  the  school  year  ending  30th  June 
last.  At  the  same  time  I  send  you  my  grand  statistical  table  for  the  same 
year. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  my  schools  have  continued  to  progress  during 
the  year,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  was  a  great^deal  of  sickness 
amongst  the  children  in  many  parts  of  the  district. 

As  shewn  by  my  grand  statistical  table,  the  total  number  of  the  pupils 
who  have  attended  the  schools  during  the  year  is  2,090  against  2,063  last 
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year,  being  an  increase  of  27.  The  average  attendance  has  increased  in 
the  same  proportion.  There  is  a  still  greater  increase  in  the  number  of 
children  who  have  studied  the  most  useful  branches  mentioned  in  your 
circulars.  Thus  there  are  this  year  240  more  pupils  in  writing  than  last 
year ;  266  in  arithmetic  ;  291  in  mental  arithmetic  ;  18  in  book-keeping ;  35 
in  grammar  ;  66  in  letter  writing  ;  34  in  geography  ;  44  in  drawing,  and  41 
in  agriculture. 

I  lay  great  stress  upon  the  importance  of  these  various  branches,  and 
1  notice  with  pleasure  that  they  are  more  carefully  taught  in  the  majority 
of  the  schools.  Writing  is  generally  very  good ;  printed  models  are  to  be 
found  in  all  our  best  schools.  The  new  series,  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Langlais,  is  used 
in  several  municipalities  with  excellent  results. 

Thanks  to  the  zeal  of  the  School  Commissioners,  and  the  anxiety  they 
display  in  connection  with  everything  relating  to  education,  the  very 
useful  system  of  purchasing  school  supplies  with  the  public  funds,  and 
distributing  them  gratuitously  to  the  pupils,  continues  to  work  well  in 
most  of  the  municipalities  of  this  district. 

'  With  very  few  exceptions,  I  have  inspected   all  the  schools  twice 

during  the  year,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  I  was  accompanied  by  the 
cur^  and  some  of  the  School  Commissioners.  I  have  noticed  that  this 
custom  is  very  beneficial,  for  it  excites  the  emulation  of  the  pupils,  of  the 
teachers  and  even  of  the  Commissioners. 

Three  small  schools  have  been  established  during  tho  year,  making 
the  total  number  of  schools  46,  against  43  last  year.  These  schools  have 
been  kept  in  rented  rooms,  but  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  before  long  the 
hardy  settlers  of  these  localities  will  be  in  a  position  to  build  school  houses 
and  obtain  the  services  of  teachers  holding  diplomas.  A  building  has  already 
been  commenced  in  one  of  these  new  districts,  and  the  house  will  be  ready 
for  the  beginning  of  the  next  school  year. 

Another  school  house  is  now  being  built  in  the  municipality  of  New 
Richmond.  It  will  be  finished  in  a  few  days.  The  municipalities  of  Maria, 
Paspebiac,  Port  Daniel  and  St.  Godfroi  have  also  had  considerable  repairs 
made  to  their  school  houses. 
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The  model  schools  are  carefully  and  skilfully  taught  by  former  pupils 
of  Laval  Normal  School,  and  they  yearly  supply  teachers  to  the  primary 
schools. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  convent  of  St.  Joseph  at  Carleton,  which 
has  this  year  again  given  us  several  able  teachers.  Last  May,  a  pupil  of 
this  institution  had  the  honor  of  getting  a  model  school  diploma  after  pass- 
ing a  very  severe  examination  before  the  Board  of  Examiners  at  St.  G-ermain 
de  Eimouski. 

In  all  the  municipalities  of  the  district  the  secretaries  keep  their  ac- 
counts according  to  the  o£Bicial  system. 

In  distributing  the  prizes  I  followed  your  instructions  as  in  the  past. 
The  want  of  assiduity  is  always  one  of  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  progress- 
for  our  schools,  and  I  always  gave  a  reward  to  the  pupil  who  appeared,  by 
the  roll,  to  have  attended  school  most  regularly.  These  prize  books  have 
a  very  good  eflFect  in  my  division. 

I  notice  with  pleasure,  by  your  last  report,  that  our  poor  schools  have 
not  been  forgotten  ;  they  have  all  received  a  small  share  of  the  supplemen- 
tary grant.  I  again  recommend  you  these  schools,  which  require  assistance 
this  year  also.  I  particularly  recommend  the  municipalities  of  St.  Godfroi^ 
St.  Jean  TEvang^liste  and  St.  Alexis.  These  municipalities  would  require 
a  sufficient  supplementary  grant  to  enable  them  to  keep  up  their  newly 
established  schools. 

Such  are  the  few  remarks  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  add  to  the 
information  already  contained  in  the  bulletins  I  have  already  sent  you. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

L,  LUCIER, 

School  Inspector^ 
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MR.  LYSTBE 


Sib, 


I  beg  leave  to  sabmit  my  report,  with  the  nsaal  statistics,  for  the  year 
1881-82 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  children  attending  school  is  some- 
i       what  larger  than  last  year ;  at  the  same  time  I  regret  to  say  that  in  several 
mtmicipalities,  epidemics  prevailed  during  the  winter,  and  greatlji  impeded 
regular  attendance,  and  in  some  cases  necessitated  the  closing  of  schools. 

Having  sent  in  bulletins  with  detailed  notices  of  the  several  schools, 
it  is  unnecessary  now  to  repeat  the  information  already  supplied. 

I  would  indeed  gladly  report  general  and  satisfactory  progress,  if  I 
could,  but  I  am  in  many  cases  unable  to  do  so. 

^  The  absence  of  interest  in  the  schools,  on  the  part  of  trustees  and 

parents,  is  too  palpable  in  many  municipalities,  in  which  the  teachers  are 
left  from  beginning  to  end  of  the  year  without  a  single  visit,  or  a  word  of 
encouragement  to  cheer  them  in  their  arduous  and,  too  often,  ill-renumerat- 
ed  work. 

Can  we  wonder  if  in  some  instances  teachers  become  dispirited,  and 
perform  their  duties  in  a  lifeless  and  perfunctory  manner,  with  little  credit 
to  themselves  and  little  advantage  to  their  pupils  ? 

And  here,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  a  question  shall  be  added  to 
those  already  in  the  hands  of  inspectors : — *  Has  the  teacher  been  paid  up 
S       to  the  end  of  last  half  year  ?  "     For  several  teachers  have  recently  com- 
plained of  tardiness  on  the  part  of  Secretary-Treasurers. 

This  is  shameful.  To  underpay  teachers  is  bad  enough  ;  but  to  make 
decent  girls  who  have  some  self-respect,  plead  and  beg  for  their  hard-earned 
pittance,  long  after  it  has  become  due,  is  nothing  less  than  a  scandalous 
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cruelty;    and  a  law  should  be  made  to  reach  trustees  who  allow  their 
teachers  to  be  thus  treated. 

I  am  glad,  nevertheless,  to  be  able  to  report  the  following  items  of 
%    improvement : 

A  new  school  in  Bestigouche,  taught  by  Miss  Fairservice,  and  making 
good  progress.  If  the  commissioners  will  only  keep  this  school  open  for  a 
few  years,  I  have  no  doubt  of  satisfactory  results. 

A  new  school-house  of  neat  appearance,  in  Mann. 

Two  schools  well  taught  in  Shoolbred,  in  which  municipality,  though 
a  poor  one,  schools  are  visited  and  teachers  are  paid  with  punctuality. 

In  New  Richmond  a  new  school-house,  intended  for  a  model  school, 
which  has  since  last  summer  taken  a  few  more  steps  towards  completion, 
but  is  not  yet  quite  finished.  Here  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  trustees  will  soon 
enter  ui>on  an  entirely  new  system  in  school  affairs. 

Two  good  schools  as  usual  in  Oox. 

Two  large  schools  in  Hope,  of  which  No  2,  taught  by  Miss  Hepburn, 
is  very  creditable.  No.  1  is  not  so  good  as  it  ought  to  be,  owing  to 
irregular  attendance. 

In  this  municipality  two  school  commissions  flourish  side  by  side, 
but  within  slightly  difierent  limits.  The  older,  Hope,  complains  that  the 
younger,  St.  Godfroi,  had  certain  boundary  changes  made,  without  having 
given  due  notice,  or  having  consulted  the  old  commissioners.  The  younger 
claims  a  majority  of  population,  secured  probab  ly  by  these  changes.  This 
majority  Hope  will  not  acknowledge  ;  and  so  the  matter  rests  for  the  pre- 
sent, sub  litem.     1  have  advised  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  difficulty. 

A  new  and  promising  school  in  Port  Daniel. 

Two  good  schools  in  Cape  Cove,  though  much  hindered  by  sickness. 

Three  good  schools  in  G-aspe  Bay  South.  No .  2  under  Miss  Gadd, 
much  improved  of  late.    No.  1,  under  Miss  Pinder,  well  taught  and  im- 
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proving.     No.   3,    under   Miss    Davis,    better  than  I  have  ever  found  it 
before. 

Accounts  well  kept  generally ;  but  in  a  few  cases  considerable 
arrears,  in  extenuation  of  which,  poverty,  bad  fisheries,  and  emigration 
from  the  coast  are  pleaded. 

I  am  unwilling  to  speak  about  myself;  but  it  is  only  fair  to  state 
that  there  is  much  more  difficulty  and  expense  in  visiting  the  widely  scat- 
tered schools  in  my  district,  than  there  would  be  in  the  inspection  of 
thrice  their  number  within  narrower  limits ;  and  this  difficulty  is  increased 
by  the  uncertain  character  of  the  weather  and  roads  in  winter.  During 
'the  year  I  have  travelled  on  inspection  duty  over  seven  hundied  and 
fifty  miles,  by  waggon  and  sleigh. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  GORE  LYSTER,  B.A., 

School  Inspector. 
Cape  Cove,  10  August,  1882. 

Note. — ^This  report  was,  by  inadvertence,  omitted  from  the  French 
version  of  the  Superintendent's  report. 
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MR  McaRATH. 


Aylmer,  p.  Q.,  9th  August,  1882. 


Sir, 


I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit,  in  compliance  with  law,  the  follow- 
ing report  and  accompanying  statistics  relative  to  the  condition  of  the 
schools  within  the  extensive  district  over  which  the  duties  of  my  inspection 
extend. 

I  must  at  the  outset  express  my  pleasure  that  yoif  fully  appreciate  the 
progress  made  in  certain  schools  to  which  I  have  referred  in  more  than  one 
report.  A  few  of  the  most  deserving  teachers  in  those  schools  have  had 
gratifying  proofs  of  this  fact,  direct  from  yourself ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that 
they  will  feel  encouraged  to  continue  to  merit  your  approbation  in  the- 
future  by  exerting  themselves  even  more  energetically  to  promote  the  cause* 
of  education  within  their  respective  limits. 

In  the  book  of  notes  which  I  have  been  able  to  communicate  to  vou,. 

m 

the  actual  circumstances  of  every  school  have  been  fully  set  forth.  I  have 
endeavored  therein  to  show  plainly  the  character  of  the  teaching  and  its 
probable  eflfect  on  the  taught.  I  have  explained  what  I  have  said  and  done 
to  assist  and  encourage  inexperienced  teachers. 

I  have  held  up  to  view  the  school-room  with  its  good  or  bad  ventila- 
tion and  its  various  features  and  appliances ;  I  have  shoi^  n  the  contrary 
in  not  a  few  cases,  between  the  spacious  church  and  the  hovel,  close  by,, 
which  is  in  grave  irony  called  a  school-house,  where  children  of  all  ages 
must  spend  so  many  hours  every  week,  five  days  out  of  seven.  One  would 
feel  disheartened  at  such  evidences  of  indifference  to  educational  develop- 
ment, in  itself  so  necessary  to  true  moral  and  religious  trainings  w^ere  it 
not  for  the  fact  that  here  and  there  we  meet  with  illustrations  of  a  more 
liberal,  wiser  spirit  in  certain  school-buildings  which  present  most  admi- 
rable characteristics  both  in  style  of  construction  and  internal  arrangements ; 
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notably,  some  of  the  schools  in  the  townships  of  Clarendon,  and  the  towns- 
of  Hull,  Thurso,  Aylmer  and  Bryson.  ij 

There  are,  however,  some  structures  which  are  a  disgrace  to  the  dis- 
trict, and  I  must  press  upon  you  the  necessity  that  exists  for  adopting- 
a  law  like  that  of  Ontario,  where  school-houses  are  condemned  by  the  pro- 
per authorities,  and  suitable  buildings  required  to  be  erected.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  advocate  the  construction  of  exi)ensive  buildings ;  what  is 
required  is  a  commodious  and  well  ventilated  edifice  in  every  case. 

In  certain  cases  the  rate-payers  have  supplied  themselves  with  ex- 
cellent school-houses  by  arranging  to  meet  the  expenditure  in  four  years,, 
with  interest  on  the  unpaid  debt,  x 

Cheap  plans  and  specifications  of  school-houses  should  be  gratuitously 
supplied  to  every  school  municipality  that  requires  such  facilities.  I  would 
also  urge  the  advisability  of  supplying  text  books,  copy  and  scribbling 
books,  slate-pencils  and  chalk,  and  charging  the  same  to  the  Secretary- 
Treasurers,  especially  in  the  case  of  schools  in  the  remote  sections  where 
there  are  very  limited  opportunities  of  obtaining  such  things  at  reasonable 
rates.  I  must  here  express  my  regret  that  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
abolish  the  Book  Depository  in  connection  with  the  Educational  Depart- 
ment. 

In  previous  reports  I  took  occasion  to  refer  to  the  evils  arising  from  a 
too  frequent  change  of  teachers. 

If  the  term  of  engagement  were  extended  and  made  obligatory  for  three 
years  instead  of  twelve  months,  we  would  have  fewer  novice  (lady)  teachers 
seeking  office,  and  the  efficiency  of  education  would  be  decidedly  pro- 
moted. 

I  must  once  more  urge  the  expediency  of  having,  as  in  Ontario,  three 
instead  of  five  School  Commissioners  in  each  school  municipality.  I  need 
not  repeat  the  reasons  for  the  change,  which  must  readily  occur  to  any 
one  conversant  with  the  administration  of  education  in  certain  rural  dis- 
tricts. 
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I  am  also  forced  to  state  that,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  larger  discre- 
tionary prowers  v^ed  in  your  office,  previous  to  the  formation  of  com- 
mittees, enabled  you  far  better  to  meet  the  wants  of  poor  old  teachers  than 
is  x>ossible  under  the  present  system. 

I  have  already  on  more  than  one  occasion  directed  your  attention  to 
the  distressing  case  of  one  old  man,  for  whom  no  assistance  can  be  obtained 
on  account  of  his  not  having  subscribed  to  the  pension  fund. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  present  law,  regulating  pensions,  will  be  re- 
pealed. 

Tears  ago,  I  suggested  that  a  small  portion  of  the  unsurreyed  wild 
laftids  should  be  donated  by  the  Q-overnment  to  the  support  of  a  pension 
fund,  and  I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  express  my  conviction  that  there  is  a  growing 
desire  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  common  schools  in  many  parts  of  the 
district ;  and  I  have  every  hope  this  desire  will  become  more  general, 
according  as  the  people  are  more  easy  in  their  circumstances  and  more 
ambitious  for  their  children.  Already  we  have  a  few  schools  to  which  we 
can  point  with  pride  as  illustrating  the  energy  and  enlightenment  of  the 
people,  and  the  time  I  trust  is  not  far  off  when  such  institutions  will  be 
the  rule,  and  not  the  exception  in  this  section  of  the  province. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 
I 

BOLTON  MAGRATH, 

School  Inspectar. 
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MR.  McGregor. 


Huntingdon;  8th  Angust,  1882. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  you  the  annual  report  on  the  state  of 
education  in  my  inspection  district  for  the  scholastic  year  1881-82. 

Education. — Although  the  state  of  education  is  not  all  that  could  be 
desired,  the  general  tone  and  proficiency  of  most  of  our  schools  are  very 
encouraging.  The  Montreal  schools  are  admirably  conducted  by  a  zealous 
and  competent  staff  of  teachers  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr.  Robins, 
who  takes  a  lively  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  advancement  of  edu- 
cation. The  pupils  of  these  schools  are  graded  according  to  their  attain- 
ments; the  evident  progress  made  in  all  departments,  and  the  order 
and  precision  with  which  all  changes  from  one  class-room  to  another >Lre 
effected,  are  subjects  for  congratulation.  The  Montreal  school  authorities 
in  their  earnest  and  successful  endeavours  to  provide  suitable  accommoda- 
tion and  thorough  education  for  the  children  are  deserving  of  the  unswerv- 
ing support  of  the  rate-payers.  The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  city 
schools  is  6,152,  and  the  daily  average  attendance  is  5,544,  or  about  90  per 
cent.  The  preceding  numbers  include  those  attending  the  independent  as 
well  as  the  public  schools. 

Ot  the  country  schools  one  or  two  generally  in  each  municipality  excel 
all  the  rest.  Many  circumstances  contribute  to  their  superiority,  such  as 
the  natural  and  acquired  qualifications  of  the  teachers,  the  parents'  appre- 
ciation of  education  leading  them  to  give  practical  force  to  the  teacher's 
injunctions  in  directing  the  studies  of  the  children,  regularity  in  attendance,, 
and  suitable  school-houses,  school  furn|ture  and  appliances.  In  order  to 
bring  the  light  of  these  superior  schools  to  bear  on  those  of  less  note,  we 
held  competitive  examinations  on  the  following  subjects  :  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  dictation,  grammar,  geography,  British  and  Canadian  history, 
and  drawing,  of  all  the  schools  in  each  municipality  in  the  counties  of 
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Huntingdon  and  Ghateauguay.  The  prize-winners  at  these  examinations 
again  competed  at  the  close  of  the  scholastic  year,  for  the  hoiior  of  being 
esteemed  the  best  scholar  in  the  district,  at  a  written  examination  held  iii 
the  village  of  Huntingdon,  with  the  following  results  : 


Stand- 
ing. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 
7 


District. 
No. 


Miss  Jennie  A.Fergusson  St.  Anicet 


<*    Elizabeth  Maw ... .  Ormstown. 


"    Minnie 


thMa 


I 


meron. 


<<    Annie  McUill 


"    Georgina  Watson . . 

"    Matilda  A.  Arnold. . 

Mr.  William  Walsh 


Eluntingdon . . . 


Ormstown . 


Huntingdon 
Dundee  .... 


Ormstown, 


4 
2 
1 


1 

4 
2 


First  in 


British  History,  Arithmetic  and  Dicta- 
tion. 
Drawing,  Geography  and  Grammar. 

Reading. 

Writing. 

Canadian  History. 

Map  Drawing. 

Equal  with  Miss  Fer&russon  in  Arithme- 
tic. 


The  above  successful  competitors  are  numbered  according  to  the  marks 
made,  and  the  subjects  in  which  they  stood  first,  indicated.  Many  other 
taking  a  secondary  position  in  some  of  the  subjects  deserved  "  Honorable 
mention."  The  examinations  on  the  whole  proved  satisfactory,  and  doubt- 
less will  be  an  incentive  to  greater  exertions  on  the  part  of  all  having  the 
young  peoples'  interest  at  heart.  Sacred  History  and  Book-keeping  (single 
« entry),  are  to  be  added  to  the  programme  for  these  examinations  during 
the  current  year.  In  classifying  the  elementary  schools  according  to  the 
programme  of  studies  sanctioned  by  the  Council  of  Public  instruction,  only 
5  can  be  placed  under  the  head,  1st  class ;  while  155  may  be  creditably 
placed  under  the  head,  2nd  class.  Siany  of  the  latter  class  are  doing  the 
work  assigned  to,  or  prescribed  for,  model  schools  even  more  efficiently  than 
some  of  those  so  styled.  Permit  me  here  to  mention  a  few  schools  that 
ought  to  be  denominated — what  they  really  are — model  schools.  They  are 
the  following: 


School  District  No.^  2,  Ormstown.    ' 
School  District  No.  1,  DeWittville. 
School  District  No.  1,  St.  Andrews. 
.School  District  No.  1,  Lachute. 


School  District  No.  1,  Huntingdon. 
School  District  No.  5,  Hemmingford. 
School  District  No.  2,  Chatham,  N.  1 


) 


79 


But  in  the  case  of  Huntingdon  and  Lachute,  they  have  excellent  aca- 
demies, and  therefore  are  not  so  much  in  need  of  model  schools. 

Drawing  and  book-keeping  to  some  extent  are  taught  in  the  majority 
of  our  schools,  but  the  teaching  of  agriculture  is  totally  neglected. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  the  country  schools  between  7  and  14  years 
of  age  is  4,326,  the  number  enrolled  on  the  school  register  is  4,942,  and  the 
daily  average  attendance  is  3,049,  or  about  61  per  cent.  Thus  it  is  seen 
that  irregularity  in  attendance  is  one  of  the  principal  hindrances  to  the 
progress  of  education  in  the  country. 

There  are  5  model  schools,  2  convents,  2  academies,  2  high  schools,  1 
normal  school  and  22  independent  schools  in  this  inspection  district — all 
doing  good  work  in  their  respective  spheres. 

Teachers. — ^The  staff  of  teachers  consists  of  381,  68  males  and  313  fe- 
males. Of  these,  50  males  (of  whom  7  have  no  diplomas),  and  236  females 
(of  whom  10  have  no  diplomas)  are  teachers  in  the  schools  under  control ; 
the  rest,  18  males  and  77  females,  are  teaching  in  the  independent  schools. 
The  male  teachers  without  diplomas  are  professors  of  special  branches  in 
the  Montreal  schools,  and  have  University  degrees.  Of  the  female  teachers 
without  diplomas,  6  are  nuns  in  the  convents  of  St.  Anicet  and  Hemming- 
ford ;  of  the  other  four,  one  is  teaching  an  independent  school,  subsidized, 
however,  by  Chatham  No.  II ;  another  in  Harrington  No.  I,  has  a  "third 
class  certificate  "  from  Ontario  ;  the  third  is  an  assistant  teacher  in  Gren- 
ville  No.  II ;  and  the  fourth  was  teaching  in  school  district  No.  9,  Gren- 
ville  No.  I. 

Teachers  are  not  overpaid  anywhere,  and  the  pittance  they  sometimes 
receive  in  the  country  indicates  the  value  which  both  the  Commissioners 
and  people  place  upon  education.  But  frequently  the  teachers  themselves 
are  to  be  blamed  for  accepting  a  situation  with  a  salary  insufficient  to 
board  and  clothe  them  decently.  There  are  many  who  never  spend  much 
time  or  money  in  qualifying  themselves  ready  to  accept  whatever  wages  are 
are  offered,  and  thus  keep  down  the  teachers'  salary  almost  to  the  starvation 
point,  while  remuneration  in  the  other  professions  is  gradually  increasing. 
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It  would  be  an  act  of  justice  were  the  Legislature  to  enact  a  law  fixing- 
the  minimum  salary  at  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

We  would  recommend  all  teachers,  not  already  armed,  and  those  intend- 
ing  to  become  teachers  to  go  through  a  regular  course  of  training  in  the 
Normal  School,  though  we  know  some  with  only  diplomas  from  the  ''  Mon- 
treal Boad  of  Examiners/'  giving  as  good  a  satisfaction  as  the  most  success- 
ful of  those  holding  Normal  School  diplomas ;  yet,  doubtless,  additional 
training  in  that  institution  would  render  the  labors  of  the  former  still  more 
efficient-  Teachers,  like  poets,  must  be  teachers  born ;  for,  unless  they 
possess  those  natural  gifts  and  talents  so  essential  to  their  profession,  no 
amount  of  intellectual  training  will  ever  make  them  successful. 

Commissioners  and  Trustees,  as  a  rule,  are  men  of  energy  and  intelli- 
gence, and  discharge  their  duties  well,  but  there  are  a  few  whose  ideas  of 
education  and  educational  institutions  are  not  up  to  the  times,  thinking 
and  acting  on  the  supposition  that  ''  what  was  good  enough  for  the  fathers 
is  good  enough  for  their  children."  They  may  with  propriety  be  styled 
"  obstructionists,"  as  they  generally  oppose  every  measure  proposed  tending 
to  improvement  or  progress.  In  some  instances  they  never  visit  their  schools 
systematically,  and  consequently  know  nothing  definitely  of  what  is  being 
done,  or  what  is  required  within  the  school-room. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  productive  of\nuch  good  were  the 
Commissioners  and  Trustees  to  adopt  for  the  use  of  their  schools  an  attain- 
able programme  of  studies  for  each  of  their  semi-annual  visits,  present  the 
teacher  of  each  school  with  a  copy  of  it,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session, 
for  her  guidance,  and  recognize  the  successful  examination  by  increasing 
the  salaries  of  the  teachers  concerned  ;  and  vice- versa,  when  unsatisfactory, 
unless  sufficient  reasons  were  given  why  the  pupils  were  not  well  up  to 
the  prescribed  standard. 

Seeretarp'TVeastirers, — The  authorized  system  of  keeping  accounts  is 
adopted  by  nearly  all  the  secretaries,  and  their  books  are  well  kept.  With 
few  exceptions,  the  teachers  are  paid  up  for  each  half-year  before  the  semi- 
annual reports  are  forwarded  to  the  Educational  Department.  There  is 
still  considerable  trouble  in  some  municipalities  in  collecting  the  school- 
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rates  and  monthly  fees  on  time.  The  financial  affairs,  except  in  Montreal 
where,  doubtless,  it  will  soon  be  rectified,  are  in  a  healthy  condition.  They 
are  all  discharging  their  duties  faithfully,  correctly  and  neatly ;  therefore  it 
would  be  invidious  to  specify  one  more  than  another  in  the  matter  of 
book-keeping. 

School-houses. — There  are  but  few  school-houses  in  this  inspection  dis- 
trict worthy  of  the  name ;  many  of  them  being  no  better  than  hot-beds  of 
disease,  too  small,  irregularly  heated  and  without  proper  means  of  ventila- 
tion. But  steps  are  being  taken  to  improve  on  the  old  order  of  things. 
Those  that  have  been  recently  built  and  those  that  are  now  in  course  of  erec- 
tion, are  of  a  better  class  and  are  furnished  with  improved  desks,  &c.  It  was  a 
wise  enactment  to  have  all  plans  and  specifications  submitted  to  the  Super- 
intendent for  his  approval.  Chatham  No.  1,  ranks  first,  for  the  quality  of 
their  school-houses — there  being  eight,  comparatively  new,  comfortable, 
commodious  and  well  furnished.  Grodmanchester  and  St.  Anicet  No.  II, 
have  agreed  to  replace  the  old  school-houses  by  new  ones,  and  have  already 
commenced  operations.  Hemmingford  is  putting  up  a  handsome  building 
in  the  village ;  the  municipality  requires  several  others  and  so  does  the 
dissentient  municipality.  There  are  three  new  ones  needed  in  Havelock ; 
those  in  Franklin  require  renovation ;  in  short,  there  is  not  a  municipality, 
except  Huntingdon,  but  will  have  to  over-haul  their  schools.  All  are 
deficient  in  regard  to  school  furniture  and  appliances. 

Inspector. — ^The  Inspector  made  261  official  visits,  spending  froia  2  hours 
to  3  days,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  school,  examining  it ;  held 
10  competitive  examinations ;  distributed  the  prize-books,  generally  for  pro^ 
ficiency,  regularity  and  improvement  in  writing ;  was  frequently  in  consul- 
tation with  the  Commissioners  and  Trustees  relative  to  educational  affairs  ; 
examined  the  books  of  the  Secretary.  Treasurers ;  but  had  not  been  able  to 
visit  the  schools  of  Argenteuil  twice,  though  he  attended  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  to  ^11  the  duties  of  his  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MCGREGOR, 

School  Inspector^ 
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MR.  McLOUGHLIN. 


Sir, 


I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools  in  my  dis- 
trict of  inspection,  for  the  current  year.  This  report  would  have  been  for- 
warded in  June,  were  it  not  for  the  additional  information  which  yon  re- 
quire in  regard  to  the  mixed  schools.  This  made  it  necessary  to  withhold 
my  report  until  I  had  completed  my  summer  visits.  I  finished  them  on  the 
seventh  of  this  month,  (September). 

I  have  visited  nearly  all  the  schools  in  this  district  twice  during  the 
year.  Those  that  have  not  been  visited  twice  will  be  accounted  for  on  a 
supplementary  sheet  annexed  to  this  report. 

Last  winter  was  a  particularly  difiicult  one  for  travelling,  in  this 
district.  There  was  very  little  good  sleighing,  the  travelling  had  to  be  done 
mostly  in  a  waggon,  and  this  gave  slow  progress  when  the  roads  were 
rough  and  frozen.  A  good  deal  of  time  was  lost  in  consequence  of  thist 
and  I  was  unable  in  consequence  to  visit  all  the  schools  last  winter.  This 
summer  I  have  visited  all  but  five  or  six  in  St.  Pudentienne,  and  two  in  Mil- 
ton, and  one  in  Boxton  Falls  ;  that  is,  I  have  visited  all  that  were  in  opera* 
tion  at  the  time  of  my  visit.  The  Schools  have,  upon  the  whole,  been  doing 
fair  work  and  making  respectable  profin^ess.  Quite  a  number  of  new  school- 
houses  have  been  built,  and  others  improved  during  the  year.  Improved 
desks  and  seats  have  been  introduced  into  a  number  of  school-houses,  par- 
ticularly  in  the  Township  of  Stanbridge.  The  most  remarkable  feature  of 
the  year,  however,  as  regards  school  matters,  is  the  improvement  in  teachers' 
salaries.  Teachers'  wages  have  improved  throughout  the  district,  and  in 
*many  parts  they  receive  one  lourth  more  than  they  did  two  years  ago.  I 
attribute  this  improvement  to  two  causes,  the  general  improvement  in  busi- 
ness and  the  scarcity  of  teachers. 

A  few  years  ago  we  had  in  this  district  many  more  teachers  than 
jschools.    This  is  no  longer  the  case,  and  the  change  is  largely  due  to  the 
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faithfolness  with  which  our  Board  of  Exaioiuers  carry  out  the  law  with 
respect  to  the  granting  of  teachers'  diplomas.  They  require  the  candidates 
to  be  fally  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  will  not  examine  them  even  if  they 
lack  but  a  few  days  of  the  required  age.  They  are  equally  exactiag  upon 
other  points,  and  the  result  is  they  exclude  many  who  would  formerly  have 
been  admitted. 

This  reduces  the  number  of  teachers,  and  as  a  consequence  has  increas- 
^  their  wages.  In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  contained  in  your 
circular  of  the  15th  of  November  last,  I  have  made  a  brief  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  schools  in  this  municipality,  to  the  school  commissioners, 
at  each  visit,  in  a  register  kept  at  the  office.  In  this  way  I  can  point  out 
confidentially  to  the  school  commissioners,  the  relative  merits  of  the  sev- 
eral teachers  employed  by  them,  and  can  through  their  co-operation  secure 
the  employment  of  the  most  capable  and  deserving,  in  the  best  schools,  and 
secure  the  exclusion  of  those  unfit  for  the  work.  These  registers  furnish  a 
very  convenient  medium  of  communication,  for  giving  hints  to  school  com- 
missioners, on  various  matters  connected  with  the  management  of  the 
jschools. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  *give  a  short  sketch  of  the  condition  of  the 
^bools  in  the  several  municipalities. 

County  of  Shefford. 

Shefford. — This  municipality  has  15  Protestant  elementary  schools  and 
a  model  school.  One  of  the  elementary  schools  has  not  been  in  operation 
during  the  year,  owing  to  the  fewness  of  the  scholars. 

« 

These  schools  have  been  doing  fair  work.  I  should  instance  as  the 
best  Nos.  1,  t),  7,  17  and  24,  of  the  winter  schools,  and  Nos.  4,  6,  7,  12,  13, 
15, 17  and  24,  of  the  summer  schools. 

Teachers  have  not  been  required  to  board  around  (except  in  two  or 
three  of  the  poorer  districts)  and  the  change  is  a  manifest  improvement.  I 
have  called  the  attention  of  the  school  commissioners  to  the  state  of  the 
school-house  in  No.  22,  which  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition. 
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The  model  school  at  Warden  has  been  well  patronized.  Finances  well 
managed  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  Walter  R.  Lindsay,  Esq. 

Grunby  has  11  schools,  all  in  operation  and  Well  conducted.  Nearly  all 
ot  these  schools  are  excellent,  and  the  school  commissioners  deserve  great 
credit  for  the  successful  manner  in  which  they  are  managed.  They  have 
long  since  done  away  with  the  custom  of  requiring  the  teachers  to  board 
around,  and  they  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  law  in  all  respects.  The  chief 
drawback  is  the  fewness  of  scholars,  which  makes  it  difficult  to  keep  up 
some  of  the  schools.  As  these  schools  are  very  good,  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
distinguish  some  as  better  than  others.  I  think  that  one  secret  of  the  suc- 
cess of  these  schools,  is  that  the  school  commissioners  continue  the  same 
teacher,  year  after  year,  in  the  same  school. 

The  finances  are  well  managed  and  books  well  kept  by  Jas.  A.  Tom- 
kins,  Esq.,  Secretaty-Treasurer. 

Granby  Village — This  village  has  an  elementary  school  and  an  academy. 
Both  have  been  well  maintained  during  the  year. 

The  academy  is  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  John  Mcintosh,  who 
has  now  taught  it  for  seven  or  eight  years.  He  is  assisted  in  the  junior 
department  by  Miss  Alma  Minkler,  a  teacher  possessed  of  ability  and 
experience. 

Finances  well  managed. 

Waterloo  Village. — This  villi^e  enjoys  a  good  sjrstem  of  graded  schools. 
It  constitutes  one  district.  There  is  a  primary  school  outside  of  the  high 
school  building,  and  two  primary  departments  within  the  building ;  there 
is  besides,  an  intermediate  and  high  school  department.  Six  teachers  are 
employed,  besides  those  in  the  French  model  school,  which  does  not  come 
under  my  inspection.  The  whole  is  under  one  Board  of  Commissioners.  The 
academy  building  is  the  best  school  building  in  the  district,  except  the 
Ladies'  College  at  Durham.  The  course  of  study  is  well  graded  and  pupils 
ave  advanced  from  one  grade  to  the  next  only  after  passing  the  required 
examination. 
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The  teaoheiB  are  fairly  paid  and  there  is  an  able  staff  of  teachers.  Mr. 
John  L.  Walton,  a  teacher  of  experience  and  ability,  is  at  the  head  of  the 
institution.  Waterloo  deserves  great  credit  for  its  excellent  schools  which 
sre  maintained  at  considerable  expense. 

Secretary's  books  well  kept. 

St.  Alphonse  dissentient  has  one  weak  school,  which  was  not  in  opera- 

» 

tion  at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

Milton  dissentient  supports  two  schools.  No.  1  is  fairly  prosperous ; 
No.  2  weak  as  to  numbers,  both  are  doing  fair  work. 

St.  Pudentienne  dissentient. — Here  are  6  schools  ;  6  only  have  been  kept 
up  during  the  year.     No.  8  has  been  idle ;  cause,  poverty  and  want  of 
scholars.     Decidedly  the  best  of  these  schools  was  the  one  at  the  Pond, 
taught  by  Miss  Eva  Bronnittel,  where  both  French  and  English  are  well 
taught. 

Money  matters  honestly  managed.  I 

Eoxton  Falls  dissentient — Here  is  one  school  which  has  been  kept  up 
during  ten  manths.  The  teacher  was  Miss  Janette  Harper,  a  graduate  of 
McGrill  Normal  School.  I  failed  to  visit  this  school.  I  was  on  my  way  to 
visit  it  last  winter,  and  was  within  seven  or  eight  miles,  when  the  snow 
left  the  roads  so  completely  that  I  was  forced  to  return,  and  I  arrived  at 
Boxton  this  summer,  about  the  7th  of  August,  and  found  that  the  school 
had  been  closed  a  few  weeks  before,  not  having  had  a  vacation  between 
the  winter  and  summer  terms  as  the  schools  in  this  district  almost  invaria- 
bly do.    Finances  in  good  order. 

North  Ely  dissentient. — This  municipality  has  two  schools  which  have 
l>een  m  operation,  though  No.  1  has  not  kept  full  time  ;  No.  2  does  fair  work 

« 

though  the  pupils  are  mostly  young. 

North  Ely  maintains  4  schools  with  difficulty,  owing  to  the  popula- 
tion being  widely  scattered,     Money  matters  honestly  managed. 

Bouth  Ely  dissentient. — This  corporation  supports  4  schools.     No.  3  was 
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idle  during  the  winter.     Schools  are  managed  here  with  difficulty.     Books 
roughly  but  honestly  kept. 

North  Stukely  dissentient  has  two  schools.  No.  2  well  taught;  No.  1 
indifferent. 

South  Stukely. — This  municipality  has  5  districts.  No.  3  was  well 
taught  last  winter,  and  No.  2  has  had  a  good  teacher;  No.  Ihas  been  idle^ 
throughout  the  year ;  the  other  two,  Nos.  4  and  6.  have  been  idle  most  of 
the  time.  Money  matters  fairly  cared  for.  This  municipality  only  needs 
3  schools. 

County  of  Brome. 

Brome,—  This  municipality  has  25  Protestant  Elementary  Schools,  all 
of  them  hare  been  in  operation  during  the  year,  and  most  of  them  hara 
done  good  work.  The  best  of  the  winter  schools  were  those  in  Nos.  1^ 
6,  7,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  and  22;  of  the  summer  schools,  the  best  were 
those  in  xVos.   1,  2,  3,  4,  10,,  11,  13,  14,  15,  17  and  22. 

The  academy  building  has  been  enlarged  and  very  much  improved. 
The  school  has  had' a  fairly  prosperous  year.  The  instruction  here  is 
thorough  and  of  a  high  order.  The  Principal,  C.  S.  Jackson,  has  taught 
here  for  seven  years,  and  has  won  for  himself  and  his  school  a  high  reputa- 
tion. School  matters  in  Brome  are  quite  s^atisfactory,  ex^pt  in  one  respect,  the 
old  practice  of  requiring  the  teachers  to  board  around  still  continues  in  most 
of  the  districts. 

Money  matters  are  highly  satisfactory  ;  the  school  commissioners  have 
a  large  balance  to  their  credit  in  the  Bank,  after  paying  all  the  expenses  of 
the  year.  This  condition  of  things  is  largely  due  to  the  ability  and  dili- 
gence of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  Mr.  John  McFarlane. 

East  Bolton, — This  town  has  13  elementary  schools  which  rank  a? 
Protestant,  of  these  5  were  idle  during  the  winter,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
teachers.  The  winter  schools  were  satisfactory,  except  the  one  in  No.  3, 
which  was  in  a  discouraging  condition.  The  best  summer  schools  were- 
those  in  Nos.  6,  11,  and  IS,  and  3. 
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The  church  school,  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clayton,  is  small  but  is  doing 
good  work.     Money  matters  better  than  formerly ;  teachers  paid. 

West  Bolton. — There  are  9  Protestant  elementaiv  schools.  The  win- 
ier  schools  that  were  doing  the  best  were  those  in  Nos.  I,  3  and  9 ;  of  the 
summer  schools  Nos.  5,  1,  2,  3  and  6. 

The  summer  school  in  No.  4  was  a  failure ;  teacher  incompetent  and 
useless.  Financial  matters  well  managed  by  the  school  commissioners  and 
H.JlJ.  Knowlton,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

East  Farnham. — This  municipality  maintaint<  11  elementary  schools; 
only  ten  have  been  kept  up  during  the  year.  This  tovm  usually  has  a  very 
good  set  of  schools,  and  this  year  they  are  fully  as  good  as  usual.  It 
would  be  unfair  to  distinguish  any  as  much  superior  to  the  others ;  they 
are,  on  the  whole,  quite  satisfactory.  The  weakest  is  the  one  in  No.  8, 
where  it  is  difficult  to  keep  up  a  school,  owing  to  the  small  number  of 
scholars.    Finances  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

Potion, — This  town  has  17  Protestant  schools,  with  16  schools  in  opera- 
tion. In  the  course  of  the  year  several  of  them  have  not  been  kept  up  for 
the  fall  time,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  teachers. 

Those  best  worthy  of  mention  of  the  winter  schools  were  those  in  Nos. 
1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  11  and  18;  of  the  summer  schools,  Nos.  3,  2,  6,  7,  8  and 
14.  As  I  visited  this  town  at  the  end  of  my  summer  tour,  some  of  the 
schools  were  closed. 

The  model  school  at  Mansonville  was  doing  fairly  at  the  time  of  my 
winter  visit.     Finances  fairly  managed  but  some  arrears  still  due. 

Sutton  supports  17  Protestant  Elementary  schools.  These  have  all  been 
in  operation  within  the  year,  although  No.  9  was  not  kept  open  during  the 
winter,  on  account  of  the  wretched  condition  of  the  school-house,  which 
rendered  it  unfit  for  a  winter  school.  They  are  building  a  new  school- 
house  this  fall. 

I  shall  mention  as  specially  worthy  of  commendation,  of  the  winter 
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schools,  Uos.  6,  8,  14  and  17;  of  the  summer  schools,  Nos.  1,  4,  6,  7,  Sand 
14. 

The  independent  school  at  Abercorn,  taught  by  Mrs.  Cyrus  Thomas,  is 
an  excellent  school,  and  the  pupils  attending  it  are  making  rapid  progress. 

The  Sutton  High  School,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Alexander  Wardrop, 
is  employing  the  services  of  a  first-class  teacher.  This  school  has  been  well 
patronized,  still  there  is  much  to  discourage  the  friends  of  the  school.  The 
place  where  the  school  is  held,  the  upper  part  of  the  Town  Hall,  is  unsuit- 
able; it  is  destitute  of  proper  furniture,  cold  and  uncomfortable.  Witn  a 
good  academy  building  and  such  a  teacher  as  Mr.  Wardrop.  the  people  of 
Sutton  would  possess  one  of  the  first  schools  in  the  district. 

Finances  in  a  very  prosperous  'condition,  and  ably  managed  by  the 
efficient  Secretary-Treasurer,  B.  A.  Dyer,  Esq. 

County  of  Missisquoi. 

Dunham. — This  town  has  25  Elementary  schools  ;  these  were  mostly 
^Lept  up  during  the  year,  though  several  were  not  kept  full  time,  for  want 
of  scholars.  Nos  10,  24  and  25  were  idle  for  want  of  scholars,  during  the 
vnnter,  and  Nos.  7,  8  and  24  this  summer.  The  best  of  the  winter  schools 
were  Nos.  12,  15,  16  and  27 ;  of  the  summer  schools  Nos.  2,  3,  7,  12  and 
27.  The  Missisquoi  High  School,  taught  by  the  Rev.  T.  W.  Fyles,  has  not 
had  as  large  an  attendance  as  usual,  and  has  been  kept  up  at  considerable 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  Principal.  This  school  excels  in  the  teaching  of 
penmanship,  drawing,  natural  history  and  in  religious  instruction. 

The  finances  of  Dunham  are  carefully  managed  and  books  well  kept, 
by  G.  D.  Baker,  Esq. 

Dunham  Flat, — This  village  has  a  graded  school,  Principal,  Mr.  Fred- 
erick Bamford.  This  school  was  fairly  attended  and  several  branches  well 
taught.     Finances  satisfactory ;  Secretary-Treasurer,  Bev.  Joshua  Gheer. 

Cataansville. — This  village  has  2  district  schools  and  an  Academy.  The 
AcRderay,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  James  McKay,  has  been  well  attended. 
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The  district  schools  have  been  cramped  for  the  want  of  suitable  rooms.  The 
people  of  Cowansville  are  patting  up  a  building  to  be  used  for  a  graded 
school,  which  will  bp  opened  some  time  during  the  year.  Books  well  kept 
by  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  Wm.  Stevenson,  Esq. 

8t  Daimen  supports  11  Protestant  elementary  schools ;  all  of  these 
were  in  operation.  The  schools  in  this  municipality  are  well  maintained, 
and  are  most  of  them  excellent,  especially  those  in  Nos  1,  2,  4  and  7, 
Several  of  the  school-rooms  in  St.  Damien  are  fitted  up  with  the  improved 
«eat8  and  the  buildings  are  mostly  in  good  repair.  Books  well  kept  by  Mr. 
Oeorge  Grulley,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  Bedford  Academy,  Hobart  BuUer,  Esq,  M.  A.,  Principal,  has  been 
well  patronized  and  doing  excellent  work.  The  Principal  usually  has  able 
assistants,  and  was  particularly  fortunate  this  year  in  securing  the  services 
of  Miss  Mary  Abbott,  a  graduate  of  McGrill  Normal  School,  who  unites  rare 
aptitude  in  teaching,  with  excellent  scholarship. 

St.  Ignace  has  5  schools,  all  in  operation  and  fairly  maintained.  .New 
and  very  good  school  houses  have  been  built  in  Nos.  2  and  3.  Excepting 
No.  6  the  school-houses  are  in  very  good  condition.  Mr.  Gheo.  Sully  is 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  this  municipality,  as  well  as  of  St.  Damien.  His 
work  is  always  well  done. 

Notre  Dame  des  Anges.  (Dissentient). — Here  is  one  Protestant  school  doing 
but  indifferently.    S.  A.  H.  Hogle,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Frelighsburg  has  nine  elementary  schools ;  all  have  been  open  within 
the  year,  except  perhaps  No.  6.  No.  6  was  idle  this  summer.  Last  winter 
I  only  visited  two  schools  in  this  n^unicipality,  as  a  thaw  coming  on  took 
off  what  little  snow  thjere  was  on  the  roads,  and  obliged  me  to  return  home . 
This  summer  I  visited  all  the  schools  that  were  open.  The  work  done  is 
middling.  The  best  schools  were  those  in  Nos.  4,  5,  7  and  11.  Books  well 
and  ably  kept  by  E.  E.  Spencer,  Esq.,  M.P.P. 

The  Frelighsburg  Academy,  taught  by  Wm.  F.  Eastwood,  has  done 
good  work. 
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Philipsburg. — This  municipality  has  eight  schools  well  maintained.  I 
was  unable  to  get  to  this  municipality  last  winter  owing  to  the  frequent 
changes  from  wheeling  to  sleighing,  and  the  consequent  bad  travelling.  I 
visited  all  this  summer.  These  schools  are  doing  good  work,  and  it  will 
not  be  just  to  particularize  any,  except  perhaps  No.  1,  taught  by  Mr.  Irving 
Struthers,  Model  School  Diploma,  Montreal  Board.  This  was  a  large,  well 
conducted  school.  Mr.  Struthers  is  a  very  well  qualified  and  capable  teacher. 
I  did  not  see  the  Secretary's  books  as  he  was  away  from  home. 

St,  Sebastien  de  Missisquoi,  dissentient  has  two  schools,  both  weak  and 
poorly  kept  up. 

Clare nceville. — This  municipality  has  eight  schools,  7  only  have  been 
in  operation  during  the  year.  I  visited  most  of  them  this  summer,  all  that 
were  in  operation  at  the  time,  but  was  unable  to  reach  them  last  winter  on 
account  of  the  roads.  The  High  School  was  closed  at  the  time  of  my  sum- 
mer  visit.  These  schools  were  well  attended  and  well  taught.  A  new 
Secretary-Treasurer  has  been  appointed.    I  have  not  yet  seen  his  books. 

iS^ .  Thomas  has  6  schools,  2  of  these  were  idle  at  the  time  of  my  visit, 
of  the  remaining  four  all  might  be  classed  as  good.  Finances  honestly 
managed. 

West  Farnham  dissentient. — Here  are  three  schools,  Nos.  2  and  3  very 
small  schools ;  No.  1  well  attended  and  all  fairly  well  taught.  Finances 
fairly  well  managed. 

Town  of  Farnham^  dissentient, — Here  is  one  Protestant  school,  well  at- 
tended and  fairly  successful.  It  had  a  very  good  teacher  during  the  win- 
ter.    Teacher  well  paid. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  McLOUGHLIN, 

School  Inspector 
SwEETSBTJRG,  September  80th,  1882. 
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To  THE  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Sir, 

I  append  this  report  as  required  by  your  circular,  of  the  15th  Novem* 
ber  last,  stating  the  number  of  visits  I  have  made  to  the  schools,  and  the 
reason  why  I  have  omitted  to  visit  any  of  them  twice. 

I  would  state  at  the  outset  that  I  have  visited  the  High  Schools  of  the 
district  but  once,  inasmuch  as  they  receive  a  visit  also  from  the  Special  lur 
spector  of  High  Schools,  and  I  prefer  to  spend  the  time  as  much  aa«po6si* 
ble  with  the  elementary  schools.  When  I  visit  a  municipality  I  inspect 
all  the  schools  there  in  operation,  generally  some  of  them  are  idle.  I  can- 
not, however,  return  to  these  again  during  the  half  year,  without  neglect- 
ing other  municipalities.  There  are  are  many  districts,  again,  that  have  a 
summer  term  but  no  winter  term,  and  vice  versa.  I  have  made  324  visits 
during  the  year,  157  in  the  winter  and  167  in  the  summer.  I  have  visited 
all  but  two  or  three  once,  and  most  of  them  twice.  The  Academy  at' 
Clarenceville  is  the  only  High  School  that  has  not  been  visited,  and  the 
district  school  at  Boxton  Falls  has  not  been  visited ;  the  cause  in  both  cases^ 
the  want  of  sleighing  and  the  fact  that  they  closed  earlier  than  the  schools 
around  them.  I  believe  I  have  visited  all  the  others  at  least  once,  that 
have  been  kept  full  time. 

Owing  to  the  very  short  season  of  sleighing  that  we  had  last  winter, 
in  this  district,  I  "did  not  visit  the  schools  of  Frelighsburg,  two  excepted, 
nor  those  of  Clarenceville,  Philipsburg  and  St.  Thomas,  with  the  schools  of 
North  Ely  and  one  in  Roxton  Falls.  This  summer  I  have  visited  all  that 
were  in  operation,  except  7  ;  2  in  Milton  and  5  in  St.  Pudentienne.  These 
were  mostly  closed  by  the  time  I  had  finished  visiting  the  other  towns. 

In  the  following  table  I  give  the  number  of  schools  in  operation 
during  the  year,  the  number  visited,  the  number  idle  at  the  time  of  my 
visit,  and  the  number  unvisited. 
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schools,  Mos.  6,  8,  14  and  17;  of  the  summer  schools,  Nos.  1,  4,  6,  7,  Sand 
14. 

The  independent  school  at  Abercom,  taught  by  Mrs.  Cyrus  Thomas,  is 
an  excellent  school,  and  the  pupils  attending  it  are  making  rapid  progress. 

The  Sutton  High  School,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Alexander  Wardrop, 
is  employing  the  services  of  a  first-class  teacher.  This  school  has  been  well 
patronized,  still  there  is  much  to  discourage  the  friends  of  the  school.  The 
place  where  the  school  is  held,  the  upper  part  of  the  Town  Hall,  is  unsuit* 
able;  it  is  destitute  of  proi>er  furniture,  cold  and  uncomfortable.  Witn  a 
good  academy  building  and  such  a  teacher  as  Mr.  Wardrop,  the  people  of 
Sutton  would  possess  one  of  the  first  schools  in  the  district. 

Finances  in  a  very  prosperous  ^condition,  and  ably  managed  by  the 
efficient  Secretary-Treasurer,  E.  A.  Dyer,  Esq. 

County  of  Missisquoi. 

Dunham. — This  town  has  25  Elementary  schools  ;  these  were  mostly 
iLept  up  during  the  year,  though  several  were  not  kept  full  time,  for  want 
of  scholars.  Nos  10,  24  and  25  were  idle  for  want  of  scholars,  during  the 
winter,  and  Nos.  7,  8  and  24  this  summer.  The  best  of  the  winter  schools 
were  Nos.  12,  15,  16  and  27 ;  of  the  summer  schools  Nos.  2,  3,  7,  12  and 
27.  The  Missisquoi  High  School,  taught  by  the  Bev.  T.  W.  Fyles,  has  not 
had  as  large  an  attendance  as  usual,  and  has  been  kept  up  at  considerable 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  Principal.  This  school  excels  in  the  teaching  of 
penmanship,  drawing,  natural  history  and  in  religious  instruction. 

The  finances  of  Dunham  are  carefully  managed  and  books  well  kept, 
by  G.  D.  Baker,  Esq. 

Dunham  Flat. — This  village  has  a  graded  school  Principal,  Mr.  Fred- 
erick Bamford.  This  school  was  fairly  attended  and  several  branches  w^ell 
taught.    Finances  satisfactory ;  Secretary-Treasurer,  Rev.  Joshua  Oeer. 

Cowansville. — This  village  has  2  district  schools  and  an  Academy.  Tho 
Academy,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  James  McKay,  has  been  well  attended. 
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The  distriot  schools  have  been  cramped  for  the  want  of  suitable  rooms.  The 
people  of  Gowansyille  are  patting  up  a  building  to  be  used  for  a  graded 
school,  which  will  b<*  opened  some  time  during  the  year.  Books  well  kept 
by  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  Wm.  Stevenson,  Esq. 

St  Damien  supports  1 1  Protestant  elementary  schools ;  all  of  these 
-were  in  operation.  The  schools  in  this  municipality  are  well  maintained, 
and  are  most  of  them  excellent,  especially  those  in  Nos  1,  2,  4  and  7, 
Several  of  the  school-rooms  in  St.  Damien  are  fitted  up  with  the  improved 
seats  and  the  buildings  are  mostly  in  good  repair.  Books  well  kept  by  Mr. 
Oeorge  Q-uUey,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  Bedford  Academy,  Hobart  BuUer,  Esq,  M.  A.,  Principal,  has  been 
w^ell  patronized  and  doing  excellent  work.  The  Principal  usually  has  able 
assistants,  and  was  particularly  fortunate  this  year  in  securing  the  services 
of  Miss  Mary  Abbott,  a  graduate  of  McGrill  Normal  School,  who  unites  rare 
aptitude  in  teaching,  with  excellent  scholarship. 

St.  IgTiOce  has  5  schools,  all  in  operation  and  fairly  maintained.  .New 
und  very  good  school  houses  have  been  built  in  Nos.  2  and  3.  Excepting 
No.  6  the  school-houses  are  in  very  good  condition.  Mr.  Q-eo.  Sully  is 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  this  municipality,  as  well  as  of  St.  Damien.  His 
work  is  always  well  done. 

Notre  Dame  de$  Anges.  (Dissentient). — Here  is  one  Protestant  school  doing 
"but  indifierently.    S.  A.  H.  Hogle,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Frelighsturg  has  nine  elementary  schools ;  all  have  been  open  within 
the  year,  except  perhaps  No.  6.  No.  6  was  idle  this  summer.  Last  winter 
I  only  visited  two  schools  in  this  niunicipality,  as  a  thaw  coming  on  took 
off  what  little  snow  there  was  on  the  roads,  and  obliged  me  to  return  home . 
This  summer  I  visited  all  the  schools  that  were  open.  The  work  done  is 
middling.  The  best  schools  were  those  in  Nos.  4,  5,  7  and  11.  Books  well 
and  ably  kept  by  E.  E.  Spencer,  Esq.,  M.P.P. 

The  Frelighsburg  Academy,  taught  by  Wm.  F.  Eastwood,  has  done 
good  work. 
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I,  Joseph  A.  McLoughlin,  Inspector  of  Protestant  Schools,  for  the  Dis- 
irict  of  Bedford,  solemnly  declare  that  I  have  made  three  hundred  and 
twenty-four  visits  to  the  schools  of  my  district  during  the  year.  I  did  not 
Visit  during  the  winter  the  schools  of  Frelighsburg,  two  excepted,  nor  those 
of  Philipsburg,  St.  Sebastien  dissentient,  Clarenceville  and  St. .  Thomas, 
three  schools  in  Stanbridge,  one  in  Notre  Dame  des  Auges,  four  in  North 
Ely  and  one  in  £oxton  Falls,  on  account  of  the  lack  of  sleighing,  and  bad 
roads ;  and  that  I  have  not  visited  seven  this  summer,  two  in  Milton  and 
five  in  St.  Pudentienne,  as  most  of  these  seven  schools  had  closed  before  I 
had  finished  visiting  the  other  municipalities,  and  excepting  those  schools 
above  mentioned,  I  have  visited  twice,  all  the  schools  that  were  in  opera- 
tion at  the  time  I  visited  the  several  municipalities. 

.    J.  A.  McLOUGHLIN, 

Inspector  of  Schools. 

) 
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MR.  McMAHON. 
[Translatian. 

Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  for  1881-82,  together  with  my 
grand  statistical  table,  which  in  column  No.  47  gives  the  statistics  of  the 
independent  schools  in  the  city  of  Montreal.  I  cannot  vouch  for  their  cor- 
rectness, for  I  only  get  in  a  very  imperfect  manner  the  necessary  informa- 
tion about  these  schools. 

Several  institutions  which  I  ask  every  year  to  be  good  enough  to  send 
me  their  statistics,  do  not  always  do  so.  I  have  even  been  told  that  as  a 
certain  institution  sent  its  statistics  every  year  to  the  Department,  there  was 
no  apparent  necessity  for  sending  them  to  the  Inspector  also. 

In  the  eyes  of  a  great  many,  the  Inspector  is  a  very  inferior  officer,  one  of 
doubtful  authority,  for  the  law  does  not,  so  to  say,  give  him  any  of  a  definite 
kind.  With  the  commissioners,  teachers,  rate-payers,  &p.,  his  role  is  limited 
to  giving  advice,  making  suggestions  or  requests,  and  nothing  more.  For 
my  part  I  prefer  this  to  giving  orders.  The  only  drawback  is  that  my  re- 
quests are  sometimes  refused,  either  positively  or  indirectly.  The  result  is 
that  in  making  out  my  table,  if  I  have  not  the  statistics  for  the  current 
year,  I  must  have  recourse  to  those  of  the  previous  one.  That  is  what  I 
had  to  do  for  several  institutions  which  did  not  comply  with  my  request, 
so  that  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  their  statistics  in  the  column 
of  the  grand  table  which  relates  to  them.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  it  a  crime 
for  any  one  who  refuses  me.  I  know  they  are  not  obliged  to  do  so ;  but 
their  refusal  only  enables  me  the  better  to  appreciate  the  politeness  and 
delicate  attention  oi  the  ILeverend  Superiors  of  the  greater  convents,  of  the 
Christian  Brothers,  and  the  Principal  of  the  Jacques  Cartier  Normal 
School,  who  yearly  do  what  I  ask  of  them. 

As  the  curriculum  of  the  subjects  taught  in  many  schools  for  young 
children^  and  even  in  the  classical  colleges,  differs  more  or  less  from  that  in 
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the  Inspector's  grand  table,  I  can  understand  that,  as  these  institutions  send 
you  every  year  their  own  report,  they  do  not  like  to  send  a  different  one  to 
the  Inspector. 

I  therefore  beg  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  excuse  me  from  giv- 
ing in  every  statistical  table,  the  details  of  the  subjects  taught  in  the  in- 
dependent schools,  for  I  cannot  get  them  all  correctly, — often  I  cannot  get 
them  at  all — and  to  permit  me  to  give  you  in  a  special  table,  a  correct  return 
of  the  number  of  pupils  who  attend  these  schools.  I  think  I  can  easily 
get  this  information  everywhere,  if  I  have  to  get  no  other  details. 

I  have  carefully  drawn  up  my  grand  table.  You  will  notice  a  satisfac- 
tory increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  learning  certain  branches,  such  as 
writing,  grammar,  especially  English  grammar,  parsing,  geography  and 
linear  drawing.  As  agriculture  is  not  taught  in  the  city  schools,  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  who  study  it  in  the  country  is  only  about  2,000,  a  very 
limited  proportion  for  the  total  number  of  9,000  who  attend  these  schools. 
I  shall  in  the  fature,  as  in  the  past,  do  all  in  my  power  to  make  the  useful- 
ness of  this  subject  understood  and  appreciated.  I  hope  even  that  the 
city  classes  will  in  time  come  to  understand  how  useful  and  agreeable  is 
such  a  study. 

While  on  the  subject  of  city  schools,  I  may  say  that  the  26  schools 
under  the  control  of  the  Catholic  Commissioners  were  attended  this  year 
by  6,470  pupils.  In  these  schools  there  are  not  less  than  136  classes,  each 
of  which  is  as  numerous  as  an  ordinary  country  school,  and  in  the  great 
schools  of  the  suburbs  they  are  about  40  such  classes. 

This  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  work  entailed  by  the  inspection  of 
these  schools.  In.  several  of  them  the  Inspector  has  not  always  time  to  ex- 
amine all  the  classes  in  one  day.  Fortunately,  while  inspecting  the  city 
schools  I  haye  almost  always  been  accompanied  by  Mr.  £.  U.  Archam- 
bault,  whose  great  talent  as  an  examiner  I  cannot  too  highly  appreciate. 

Amongst  these  26  schools  there  are  6  primary  ones,  2  of  which  are  not 
what  they  should  be  ;  2  girls'  model  schools,  one  of  which,  that  of  Notre 
Dame  de  Piti6,  I  consider  an  excellent  Normal  School ;  2  mixed  model 
schools,  which  are  very  good;  9  boys'  academies,  established  in  fine,  large 
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buildings,  belonging  to  the  commissioners.  These  houses  are  in  the  best 
possible  condition,  with  the  exception  of  the  St.  Mary's  Academy,  which  is 
too  old,  and  St.  Bridget's  Academy,  which  is  too  old  and  badly  situated. 
Four  girls'  academies  in  fine  and  excellent  buildings,  belonging  to  the 
Reverend  Ladies  of  the  Congregation.  I  should  state  that  last  f^i  these 
Reverend  Ladies  opened  schools  in  two  splendid  new  houses,  built  at  their 
expense,  six  in  the  parish  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  Montreal,  and  the  other 
at  Point  St..  Charles.  The  commissioners  supplied  one  half  of  the  furni- 
ture required  for  the  Point  St.  Charles  school,  and  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  done  the  same  for  that  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  had  the  state  of  their 
finances  permitted.  Finally,  there  are  three  mixed  model  schools,  kept  by 
excellent  teachers  in  very  suitable  buildings. 

During  the  first  two  or  three  years  of  my  inspectorship,  I  was  grieved 
to  see  that  the  teaching  of  French  was  too  much  neglected  in  a  couple  of 
schools  where  the  majority  of  the  children  belong^ed  to  English  speaking 
parents.  I  inveighed  very  strongly  against  this,  and  endeavored  to  show 
that  if  it  be  necessary  to  know  English,  it  is  equally  necessary  to  know 
French  in  a  country  like  thip,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  at  present  both  lan- 
guages are  about  equally  taught  in  all  the  classes.  Somebody  told  me, 
jokingly,  on  one  occasion,  that  if  I  continued  to  speak  in  favor  of  French 
being  taught,  I  would  run  the  risk  of  being  stoned  in  a  certain  ward ;  but  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  in  that  very  locality  my  advice  has  been  appreciated  and 
followed. 

I  have  nothing  but  praise  to  give  to  all  the  institutions  in  the  city,  un- 
der control,  with  the  exception  of  a  couple  of  primary  schools.  The 
teachers  in  all  the  larger  boys'  academies,  and  chiefly  the  Commercial  Aca- 
demy at  the  Plateau,  all,  both  laymen  and  clergymen,  possess  to  a  very 
remarkable  degree,  the  knowledge  of  the  art  of  teaching,  and  I  may  say 
the  same  of  the  lay  female  teachers  and  those  in  religious  orders. 

In  all  these  institutions  the  teaching  of  the  profane  sciences  is  accom- 
panied by  the  teaching  and  especially  the  most  scrupulous  observance  of 
religious  duties. 

The  spiritual  management  of  each  school  is  confided  to  the  vigilant 
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suiter  vision  of  some  enlightened  member  of  the  clergy,  so  that  we  hare 
reason  to  hope  that  our  youthful  generation  will  continue  to  follow  in  the 
steps  of  those  who  have  gone  before  them,  and  that  religion  and  the  prac- 
tice of  all  Christian  virtues  will  continue,  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  to 
flourish  in  the  metropolis  of  Canada. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  what  I  have  already  said  in  pre- 
vious reports,  with  reference  to  the  incalculable  good  done  to  the  youth  of 
Montreal  by  the  religious  communities  ;  it  still  continues  to  manifest  itself 
more  and  more  every  year. 

In  concluding  these  too  brief  remarks  upon  the  city  schools,  I  am  sorry 
to  have  to  say  that  the  commissioners  have  this  year  been  hindered  from 
carrying  out  their  desire  to  give  easier  access  to  their  schools,  to  all 
classes  of  society,  for  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  they  have  always  been 
really,  anxious  to  do  so,  but  I  hope  that,  with  the  help  of  Providence, 
the  spirit  of  discord  will  soon  give  way  to  that  of  good  feeling  and 
union. 


The  accounts  are,  as  a  rule,  well  kept  by  the  Secretary-Treas- 
tirers,  and  I  was  pleased  to  see  that  the  teachers  were  more  punctually 
paid  and  that  there  were  less  arrears  than  in  the  past. 

If  we  could  suc^jeed  in  carrying  out  your  excellent  idea  of  getting 
the  commissioners  to  purchase  the  school  necessaries  and  give  them 
tto  the  pupils  gratuitouslyr  it  would  be  productive  of  an  immense 
amount  of  good  in  the  schools.  I  would  even  wish  to  see  the  commis- 
sioners compelled  to  do  so,  instead  of  having  it  left  to  their  option.  Still 
we  may  hope  that  with  time  the  idea  will  be  fruitful. 

If  we  could  only,  in  addition,  prevent,  by  means  of  long  engage- 
ments, the  arbitrary  and  too  frequent  change  of  teachers,  the  cause  of  edu- 
ication  would  gre.itly  gain  thereby. 
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For  all  information  as  to  each  school  in  particular,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
referring  to  my  bulletins  for  the  past  year. 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted, 

S.  F.  McMAHON, 

School  Impeclfjr. 
Ste.  Kobe,  2nd  August,  1882. 


MR.  O'BRIEN. 


Chicoutimi,  20th  March,  1882. 


Sir, 


f  In  obedience  to  the  special  instructions  received  from  you  in  the  month, 

of  May  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  schools 
in  the  county  of  Saguenay  for  the  year  1880-81. 

Tadoussac. 

I  was  just  preparing  to  pay  an  official  visit  to  No.  1  school,  when  Mr. 
inspector  Boivin  appeared  on  the  scene,  and  performed  the  task.  Shortly 
after  his  departure,  I  repaired  to  the  class  under  Miss  Bou(^her's  direction 
being  the  school  in  question,  with  one  of  the  local  Commissioners,  and 
itscertained  that  Miss  Boucher  truly  deserved  the  eulogium  bestowed  on 
her  by  Mr.  Boivin. 

Her  excellent  system  of  teaching  is  the  result  of  several  years  expe- 
rience and  study.  Amongst  the  books  in  use  in  the  class  with  the  more 
advanced  pupils,  and  intended  for  reading  aloud,  I  remarked  with  pleasure 
a  small  pamphlet  with  the  following  title  :  '*•  Historical  notes  on  the  mission 
of  Ste.  Croix  of  Tadoussac.''    It  seems  to  me  a  most  commendable  idea  thus 
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to  lead  the  young  natives  of  Tadoussac  into  a  familiar  acquaintaance  as  it 
were  with  the  history  of  their  birthplace,  bearing  one  of  the  most  pri- 
mordial names  of  "  La  Nouvelle-France." 

It  is  asserted  on  the  best  authority  that  when  Jacques  Cartier  first 
sailed  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  he  did  not  ascend  beyond  Natashquan  Point, 
on  the  north  or  Labrador  coast.  On  the  south  shore,  he  had  reached  the 
Bay  of  Gaspe.  Thence,  he  steered  for  the  port  of  St.  Malo,  where  he  dropped 
anchor  on  the  5th  of  Septembe,  1534,  after  an  absence  of  nigh  five  months. 

On  the  first  of  September,  1535,  the  hardy  mariner,  in  the  prosecution 
of  his  second  voyage,  stayed  progress  at  the  entrance  of  the  Saguenay  River 
(Tadoussac),  where,  according  to  his  narrative,  he  found  four  vessels  (bar- 
ques) hailing  from  Canada,  engaged  in  catching  seal  and  similar  pursuits. 
The  port  of  Tadoussac  had  evidently  been  frequented  previous  to  Cartier's 
coming.  It  is  not  improbable  that  after  scanning  with  a  sailor's  experienced 
eye  the  natural  advantages  of  the  scene  before  him,  whilst  listening  to  the 
highly  colored  descriptions  given  by  the  interpreters  of  the  interior  of  the 
country,  Cartier  was  induced  to  apply  the  appellation  :  ''  Kingdom  of  Sa- 
guenay "  to  the  whole  country. 

It  is  beyond  dispute  that  Tadoussac  became  from  the  earliest  period 
of  the  colony,  the  harbor  par  excellenrej  and  the  most  important  commer- 
cial mart  of  the  far  traders  in  the  New- World.  A  reliable  author,  Ber- 
geron, in  his  "  Treatise  on  Navigation,"  says  that,  as  many  as  twenty  ships 
were  seen  the  at  one  and  the  same  time,  engaged  in  the  traffic  for  furs. 

Towards  1543,  the  Sr.  de  Roberval,  convinced  by  all  accounts  that  the 
said  Kingdom  of  Saguenay,  was  a  region  worth  visiting,  took  the  command 
of  an  exploring  party,  composed  of  eight  vessels  and  seventy  men,  and 
sailed  for  Tadoussac.  But  little  is  known  of  the  expedition  as  far  as  the 
results  are  concerned.     According  to  Brother  Gr.  Sagard,  in  his  "  History  of 

Canada,"  de  Roberval  lost  a  boat  manned  by  eight  men *'  dans  les  eaux 

et  goufifres  du  grand  fleuve  des  Montagnais."  At  the  present  day,  one  of 
the  petty  harbors  of  the  Saguenay  as  we  ascend  a  few  miles  above  Tadous- 
sac, is  known  by  the  name  of  "  L'Anse  a  la  Barque,''  A  local  traditioii 
dating  from  the  misty  past,  says  a  large  ship  was  lost  there.     In  1830,  an 
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anchor  bearing  the  marks  of  more  than  a  century  s  immersion,  and  of  strange 
appearance  altogether,  was  hauled  up  at  "  L'Anse  a  la  Barque."  Who  knows 
but  this  mute  piece  of  iron  is  connected  with  the  sad  tale  of  de  Roberval's 
lost  boat  "  with  all  souls  on  board." 

A  circumstance  well  worth  the  student's  attention,  whilst  perusing  the 
History  of  Canada,  between  the  years  1597  and  1608,  is  that  the  arrival  of 
the  future  founder  of  Quebec,  Samuel  de  Champlain,  in  the  country,  is 
chiefly  attributable  to  the  belief  extant  throughout  France  at  the  time,  that 
the  Saguenay  region  was  not  only  rich  in  precious  furs,  but  likewise  in 
gold,  silver  and  copper  ores.  Indisputable  proof  of  this  assertion  lies  in  the 
chronicles  of  the  divers  expeditions  after  the  Sr.  de  Roberval's  final  return 
to  France. 

De  Boberval,  on  his  exit  from  confinement  in  the  dungeons  of  Nantes, 
wherein  he  had  been  thrown  by  his  enemies,  solicited  and  obtained  from 
Henry  IV,  in  1597-98,  a  second  commission  or  Letters  RoyaU  to  create  new 
estabUshments  in  Canada.  It  is  far  from  being  certain  that  de  Boberval 
erer  returned  to  the  colony. 

'  In  1599,  M.  de  Pontgrave,  a  wealthy  trader  and  shipowner  of  St.  Malo, 
who  had  previously  made  more  than  one  profitable  cruise  to  Tadoussac,' 
being  desirous  of  securing  for  himself  the  monopoly  of  the  fur  traffic,  in- 
duced one  P.  Chauvin  to  obtain,  through  influential  friends  at  Court,  the 
commission  remitted  by  le  Sr.  de  Roberval.  Chauvin  was  successful  in 
his  demand  and  received  the  coveted  document  bearing  the  royal  seal,  but 
with  the  express  condition  to  found  a  colony  in  "  La  Nouvelle-France,  and 
to  contribute  to  the  propagation  of  the  Catholic  faith." 

Chauvin  intent  on  profit  alone,  returned  to  Tadoussac  in  1600,  and 
after  realizing  immense  gains  by  his  traffic  with  the  Indians,  during  the 
summer  of  that  year,  weighed  anchor  for  St.  Malo  in  the  fall,  leaving 
sixteen  of  his  men  to  pass  the  winter  season  there  (Tadoussac).  In  the 
prosecution  of  a  third  voyage,  Chauvin  died,  leaving  the  reputation  of  a 
skilful  mariner,  but  beyond  that  nothing  worth  remembering. 

A  gentleman  of  noble  birth  and  superior  attainments  indeed  was  "  le 
Comraandeur  de  Chates,"  who  was  presented  with  the  commission  vacated 
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by  Chanvin — enjoying  a  nibst  enviable  position^ in  the  royal  favor,  apart 
from  considerable  personal  wealth  ;  he  succeeded  in  forming  a  powerful 
association  at  Rouen,  with  the  object  of  giving  a  new  impulse  to  coloniza- 
tion in  "  La  Nouvelle-France." 

Ships  were  abundantly  equipped,  and  the  Sr.  de  Pontgrave  intrusted 
with  the  nautical  command  of  the  whole  expedition.  '*  Fortunately  for 
"  Canada,"  says  Mr.  TAbbe  Ferland,  *  in  his  History  of  Canada,"  at  this 
"  period  of  our  History,  the  Com.  de  Chates  enlisted  the  co-operation  of  a 
"  young  gentleman  of  remarkable  ability,  Samuel  de  Champlain,  the  future- 
"  founder  of  Quebec." 

In  the  early  part  of  the  spring  of  1603,  de  Pontgrave  and  Champlain 
sailed  for  the  St.  Lawrence,  arrived  safely  in  the  harbor  of  Tadoussac,  and 
left  their  ships  there.  They  continued  their  expedition  in  boats  along  the  shore 
in  a  westerly  direction,  and  it  was  in  the  course  of  this  voyage  that  Cham- 
plain first  remarked  the  promontory  destined  to  be  Quebec. 

In  the  meantime  the  Commandant  de  Chates  died  in  France,  and  the 
choice  of  a  new  guiding  spirit  fell  on  a  most  distinguished  nobleoian,. 
Pierre  du  Guast,  Sieur  de  Monts,  who  received  at  the  hands  of  the  King, 
the  title  of  Lieutenant-Greneral  '*  au  pays  de  la  Cadie  et  autres  contrees." 

From  this  point  until  1608,  the  three  companions,  le  Sr.  de  Monts, 
Pontgrave  and  Champlain,  acting  in  the  greatest  unity  of  spirit  and  pur- 
pose, devoted  their  time  and  energies  to  divers  expeditions  and  explora- 
tions, in  and  outside  the  gulf  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  on  the  coasts  of  New^ 
England,  &c. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1608,  the  Sr.  de  Monts  equipped  a  ship  which 
sailed  for  Tadoussac  for  the  traffic  of  furs  :  it  was  under  the  command  of 
de  Pontgrave.  About  the  same  period,  Champlain,  acting  as  le  Sr.  de 
Mont's  Lieutenant,  left  Honfleur  on  the  13th  April,  1608,  stopped  at  Ta- 
doussac,  where  he  transhipped  on  boats  of  light  draft,  the  necessary  work- 
men, implements  of  all  kinds,  provisions,  &c.,  and  thence  he  went  forth  oa 
iiis  mission  of  founder  of  the  pioneer  city  of  the  New-World. 
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The  year  1628  was  destined  to  cast  unexpected  gloom  over  the  inci- 
pient  colony  of  Tadoussac  ;  the  brothers  Kirtk,  very  ingloriously  indeed, 
landed  with  force  and  arms,  took  five  or  six  prisoners,  burnt  a  couple  of 
houses,  &c.,  and  went  their  way  rejoicing. 

In  1640,  Father  Paul  Lejeune,  S.  J.,  inaugurated  at  Tadoussac  that 
splendid  •'  Montagnais  "  mission  brimful  of  faith  and  piety  and  destined  to 
receive  the  crown  of  perfection  as  it  were,  from  the  hands  of  Father  La- 
Brosse.  During  the  long  period  of  142  years  (1640-1782)  the  Jesuit  mis- 
sionaries, to  use  the  expression  of  Father  Biard,  ''  went  about  trading  or 
"  trafficking  souls  for  Heaven." 

The  illustrious  Mgr.  Laval  paid  a  pastoral  visit  to  Tadoussac  in  1668, 
and  conferred  the  sacrament  of  confirmation  on  several  persons. 


You  are  perhaps  surprised,  Sir,  to  see  me  assume  the  professorship  of 
lustor)%  a  f/ropos  of  the  Tadoussac  primary  school,  and  wander  away  from 
the  beaten  path  rather  um^eremoniously ;  my  sole  object  was  to  prove  how 
far  Miss  Boucher  was  to  be  commended  for  teaching  such  an  interesting 
and  eventful  history  in  the  locality  itself. 


The  first  school  in  Tadoussac  was  established  in  1864.  The  Revd.  A. 
Bernier,  in  a  letter  to  his  8U[;erior8  anent  his  mission  of  Tadoussac,  speaks 
thus :  "  It  had  been  the  wish  of  every  family  to  possess  a  school ;  there  i& 
"one  in  operation  now,  but  unfortunately  many  useful  accessories  are 
"  wanting." 

Wiih  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  word  Tadoussac,  many  opinions  have 
been  put  forth.  Mgr.  Lafleche  who,  for  many  years,  ministered  amongst 
the  Grees,  says  Tadoussac  in  their  idiom,  is  the  plural  number  of  Totoush — 
plural :  I'otoushak.  In  my  opinion,  the  most  acceptable  origin  is  that 
furnished  by  the  venerable  Father  Amaud,  Superior  of  the  Oblats  mission 
at  fietsiamits  since  a  period  ol  25  years,  and  than  whom  no  one  is  better 
acquainted  with  the  '"Montagnais"  dialect.    He  asserts  that  Tadoushaky^ 
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Tadoustak  is  the  name  given  by  the  Montagnais  Indians :  it  means, — "  the 
place  where  the  ice  is  broken.''  It  is  true  indeed  for  Tadoussac,  and  as  F. 
Arnaud  remarks,  the  Indians  have  been  the  first  to  find  the  future  winter 
port  of  the  Dominion.  The  Indians  like  true  children  of  nature  are  in  the 
habit  of  applying  names  suggestive  of  a  special  quality,  descriptive  or 
figurative,  or  to  something  which  attracts  their  attention.  Thus,  having 
observed  that  the  ice  oh  the  Saguenay  River  was  generally  marked  by 
holes,  they  called  it  Shaganen-hi,  that  is,  the  ice  is  full  of  holes,  it  is  pierced 
through  :  hence  the  French  word  :  "  Saguenay.'' 

ESCOUMAINS. 

Bscoumin  or  Eskomin,  in  the  Montagnais  idi^m,  meaning  :  ''  there  are 
more  berries."  speaking  of  those  bright  red  berries  to  be  iound  under  the 
snow,  they  say  :  *'  Uishaiohtmin."  Les  Escoumains,  the  great  berry  country, 
is  about  24  miles  to  the  east  of  Tadoussac,  and  derives  some  importance 
from  its  lumber  trade  and  mills,  and  also  from  its  progressive  agriculture. 
The  interests  of  education  are  far  from  being  neglected.  The  worthy  cure, 
Mr.  Parent,  spoke  to  me  in  flattering  terms  of  the  punctuality  of  his  flock 
in  the  payment  of  the  school  rates. 

Saut-au-Cochon. 

Saut-au-Cochon — Mille  Vaches, — Such  are  the  rather  grotesque  names 
given  to  certain  localities  below  Escoumains  :  the  ancient  names  belonged 
to  the  Montagnais  dialect,  and  had  a  poetic  imagery  about  them. 

Mille  Vaches. — In  the  early  period  of  the  colony,  the  Normans  and 
Basques  were -wont  to  chase  the  morse  which  the j  csXled  vaches  marines, 
and  which  abounded  along  that  coast.  With  the  exaggeration  peculiar  to 
hunters  and  trappers,  the  word  mille  was  soon  found. 

Saul-au'Coehon. — Naturalists  recognize  under  the  name  of  corjion-de-tner, 
or  ]H)rcillo,  or  jjourcie,  any  ''  Sea-hog,"  a  comparatively  small  denizen  of 
the  deep  of  the  whale  species,  to  be  met  with  on  the  Labrador  coast.  It  is 
probable  they  were  once  seen  in  notable  quantities  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
present  Saut-au-Cochon,  hence  the  name,  derived  from  the  habit  ot  the  sea- 
hog  to  jump  out  of  the  water  at  the  approach  of  a  storm. 
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The  establishment  of  Saut-au-Oochon  has  been  founded  by  Messrs. 

Price,  Bros.  &  Co.,  of  Quebec.     They  possess  an  extensive  lumbering  con- 

cem,  employing  hundreds  of  men.     With  their  wonted  spirit  of  liberality, 

they  have  partly  built  a  chapel  and  school  for  the  benefit  of  the  Roman 

'  €atholic  families. 

Miss  Kosanna  Pinaud,  of  the  diocese  of  Eimouski,  teaches  the  primary 

school.   Although  not  provided  with  a  diploma,  she  is  not  devoid  of  compe- 

tency.    Her  method  is  good,  and  she  is  very  zealous  in  the  discharge  of 

her  duties.     The  class  is  frequented  by  28  boys  and  29  girls,  aged  from 

^       5  to  14. 

The  school-house  is  not  roomy  enough  unfortunately  : — the  pupils  are 
not  sufficiently  provided  with  books  and  charts.  I  refer  to  my  bulletin  of 
inspection  for  further  details. 

Bersimis. 

This  settlement  to  which  I  alluded  so  fully  in  my  last  years'  report 
possesses  the  same  school  under  Miss  Rosalie  Thibault.     When  I  visited 
her  school  in  May,  1880,  she  had  promised  to  obtaiti  a  diploma  lor  a  primary 
f      class.  This  diploma  she  has  not  secured  :  although  she  appears  to  be  compe- 
tent, and  gives  satisfaction.  i 

There  is  now  a  resident  missionary  at  Bersimis,  the  Revd.  Mr.  Cote. 
This  gentleman  following  the  example  of  his  confreres  all  over  the  pro- , 
vince,  takes  a  great  interest  in  the  cause  of  education.  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  add  that  Messrs.  Girouard  and  Beaudet,  the  founders  of  this  colony, 
are  likewise  well  disposed,  and  give  the  parents  every  opportunity  of  send- 
ing their  children  to  school.  I  refer  to  the  memorandum  of  inspection  for 
other  items  of  information. 

Seven  Islands. 

?  In  the  space  intervening  between  Bersimis  and  the   Seven  Islands, 

(50  lei^^es),  the  population  is  scattered,  and  form  but  insignificant  groups* 
hence  the  difficulty  of  establishing  schools. 

At  the  Bay  of  Seven    Islands,  the  class  under  Mr.  Pierre  Belanger's 
direction  was  closed  in  the  autumn  of  1880.     Mr.  Ed.  Yigneault,  a  former 
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pupil  of  the  Laval  Normal  School,  the  same  I  have  alluded  to  in  my  pre- 
vious report,  replaced  him  iu  the  winter  of  1881,  at  the  request  of  the 
principal  inhabitants. 

There  was  no  question  of  remuneration  between  them,  and  it  is  cre- 
ditable to  Mr.  Vigneault  to  have  thus  devoted  himself  gratuitously  to 
the  cause  of  popular  instruction.  Several  of  the  residents  of  Seven  Islands 
have,  last  fall,  petitioned  the  Qovernment  for  an  aid  for  their  school,  to  pro- 
vide it  with  books,  etc.  I  hope  they  have  succeeded,  as  they  really  do 
everything  in  their  power,  despite  their  poverty,  to  see  their  children 
properly  instructed.  Mr.  Vigneault's  presence  amongst  them  is  indeed 
most  benelicial. 

On  going  east  from  Seven  Islands,  the  first  group  of  population  is  met 
with  at  Moisic  River — the  word  is  generally  spelt  Moisie  in  lieu  of  Moisic, 
which  is  really  the  proper  orthography — Louis  de  Moisic  was  the  name 
of  a  ship  surgeon,  or  navy  surgeon  (chirurgien  de  vaisseau),  who  figured 
as  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  "  Compagnie  des  Cent.  Associes," 
,  created  in  the  year  1627,  by  the  celebrated  Cardinal  de  Bichelieu.  Accord- 
ing to  Lescarbot  the  name  was  given  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  to  one  of 
the  principal  marts  for  the  fur  trade  the  said  Company  possessed  iu 
Canada. 

Moisib. 

There  is  no  school  opened  as  yet  at  Moisic,  but  the  residents  are  more 
favorably  disposed  than  last  year.  When  I  passed  they  were  anxiously  in- 
quiring about  a  teacher  for  a  primary  class. 

With  regard  to  the  increased  population  and  commerce,  the  settlements 
respectively  known  as  Sheldrake,  Thunder  River  and  Magpie,  and  lying 
l>6Ween  Rivers  Moisic  and  St.  John,  may  be  looked  upon  as  important. 
Unfortunately  there  are  no  schools,  to  the  great  distress  of  the  residents.  I 
think  it  would  be  an  easy  task  for  your  Department  to  open  schools  in  those 
localities!,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  well  disposed  inhabitants.^ 
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River  St.  John. 

When   I  passed  St.  John's  last  year,  I  reported  the  closing  of  the  ^ 

school  formerly  held  by  Miss  Lelievre,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  class 
under  Miss  E.  Baudin's  directorship,  there  has  been  no  school  regularly 
organized.  Notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  inhabitants,  they  had  not 
yet  secured  the  services  of  a  commissioned  teacher.  Mgr.  Chs.  Q-uay, 
Apostolical  Prothonotary,  and  Mgr.  de  Rimouski's  delegate  on  the  North 
coast,  in  the  course  of  last  summer,  when  visiting  St.  John's,  promised 
\  the  population,  in  a  public  meeting,  to  send  a  teacher  as  soon  as  he  arrived 
in  his  diocese. 

Esquimaux  Point. 

■ 

This  chef  lieu  of  the  north  coast  still  continues  to  give  the  good  exam- 
ple of  well  directed  zeal  for  the  cause  of  education.  Two  schools  are  in 
full  operation,  frequented  by  nigh  200  <  hildren.  Miss  Langelier  teaches  in 
school  No.  }!  in  the  centre  of  the  village. 

The  Rev.  Cur6,  Mr.  Q-illais,  and  the  commissioners,  are  quite  satisfied 
f  with  her  system  of  teaching,  as  illustrated  by  the  notable  progress  achieved 
by  the  pupils.  Miss  Langelier  devotes  special  care  and  attention  to  the 
tuition  of  arithmetic  and  mental  calculation ;  it  is  important  to  form  good 
accountants  and  ready  reckoners  in  a  locality  where  a  brisk  trade  is  carried 
on  constantly  with  strangers. 

The  school-house  was  to  be  repaired  in  the  course  of  the  summer  ;  those 
repairs  were  necessary.  The  zealous  and  intelligent  Secretary-Treas- 
urer, Mr.  Eusebe  Leblanc.  is  ever  watchful  over  the  necessary  scholastic 
supplies,  and  the  pupils  seemed  to  be  well  provided  according  to  the 
regulations. 

f  No.  2  school  presents  the  same  favorable  conditions  as  No.  1 .     Miss  A. 

Garneau  gives  entire  satisfaction  to  all  concerned,  by  her  painstaking  man- 
ner and  assiduity. 

The  school  dues  are  paid  at  Esquimaux  Point,  with  a  punctuality 
highly  creditable  to  the  popul^on. 
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Natashquan. 

F  Miss  J.  Parant,  who  holds  a  diploma  for  model  schools,  was  engaged  in 

August  1880  by  the  commissioners  to  continue  the  school  abandoned  by 
Mr.  Vigneault.     It  being  vacation  time  I  did  not  visit  the  school.     The 
^  school  was  to  be  re-opened  last  fall  under  another  teacher. 

Anticosti. 

Mr.  F.  Cabot  is  yet  at  the  head  of  the  school  at  English  Bay.  He  had 
about  the  same  number  of  pupils,  but  I  am  sorry  to  add  that  there  will  be 
a  remarkable  decrease  next  visit,  owing  to  the  unproductive  fishing  seasons, 
about  20  B*.  C.  families  abandoned  English  Bay,  last  fall. 

The  children  have  progressed  since  my  last  visit,  and  evidently  Mr. 
Cabot  does  his  best  to  give  them  a  sound  and  practical  instruction.  The 
Rev.  Missionary  Beaumont,  who  has  founded  that  school,  continues  to  take 
an  interest  in  it.  In  order  to  leave  the  parents  with  no  excuse  for  keeping 
their  children  from  school,  he  pays  their  arrears  with  the  commissioners, 
purchases  books  for  the  more  needy,  all  out  of  his  own  funds. 

On  the  south  coast  of  the  Island,  (Anticosti),  there  was  formerly  a 
school  under  one  Miss  Beliveau.  Since  the  month  of  March  1880,  the  class 
has  been  discontinued.  The  residents  are  very  well  disposed,  and  inces- 
sant in  their  efforts  to  secure  the  services  of  another  teacher. 

As  a  practical  conclusion  of  this  rather  lengthy  report,  I  may  be 
allowed  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  separating  the  County 
of  Saguenay  from  the  County  of  Charlevoix,  for  the  purposes  of  school 
inspection.  I  need  not  point  out  that  the  County  of  Saguenay  forms 
almost  a  province  of  itself.  The  most  beneficial  results  would  follow 
the  nomination  of  a  special  inspector ;  uniformity  in  the  method  of  teach- 
ing, books,  etc.,  the  opening  of  schools  in  new  localities,  and  all  those 
duties  generally  performed  at  present  by  Inspectors,  with  many  others 
peculiar  to  the  country.  It  is  now  an  uncontroverted  fact  that  the  pro- 
gress of  education  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  owes  its  impetus  to  the  action 
of  the  school  inspectors. 
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Death  has  recently  removed  from  the  esteem  of  his  contemporaries,  a  ^ 
truly  distinguished  man,  whose  name  since  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century,, 
has  been  prominent  before  the  public  throughout  Ontario,  as  the  most 
zealous  and  competent  authority  on  matters  educational,  the  late  Dr.  Ryer- 
son.  In  an  address  delivered  before  a  Teachers'  Convention  in  Toronto,  in 
1879,  he  ^'said:— 

'*  Since  several  years,  I  have  studied  with  an  ever  increasing  interest, 
"  the  reports  on  public  instruction  of  the  sister  Province  of  Quebec.  It  is 
"  worthy  of  remark  that  on  entering  his  new  career,  the  very  able  Superin- 
*'  tendent,  Hon.  Mr.  Ouimet,  seemed  at  home  at  once  bringing  a  rare  intellect 
''  to  bear  on  the  weak  points  of  the  educational  system.  His  first  care  was  to 
''  collect  in  one  single  Act,remarkable  for  clearness  and  precision,  the  various 
''  amendments  to  the  school  laws  scattered  here  and  there  throuafh  the 
"  statutes.  The  most  apparently  indifferent  details  did  not  escape  his 
*  searching  eye ;  the  system  of  school  inspection  he  studied  and  studied 
"  again. 

"  You  all  remember,  gentlemen,  how  the  echoes  of  the  Quebec 
"  Legislative  Halls  have  recently  repeated  the  war  cry  of  the  enemy : 
"*Down  with  the  school  inspection!  In  the  name  of  econ- 
"  omy,  away  with  the  Inspectors  ! '  But  whilst  the  storm  was  raging 
*'  outside,  and  destruction  seemed  inevitable,  Mr.  Ouimet's  inspired  pen- 
"  was  writing  the  last  page  of  a  new  code  for  the  guidance  of  School 
"  Inspectors,  and  the  expansion  of  their  future  labors.  This  code,  gentle- 
"  men,  will  remain  as  a  model  of  its  kind,  and  for  my  part  I  have  reaped 
"  out  of  its  study  a  rich  harvest  of  new  departures  and  practical  sugges- 
'•  tions. 

"  I  may  say  that  the  Inspectors  of  the  Public  Schools  of  the  Province 
**  of  Quebec,  are  now  grouped  around  the  Superintendent  like  a  well 
**  appointed  staff  of  aides-de-camps,  full  of  confidence  in  a  chief  whose  ex- 
"  perienced  eye  is  ever  scanning  over  larger  horizons  for  their  utility.  When 
"  summoned  by  duty  they  boldly  enter  the  battle  field,  and  valiantly  they 
'*  court  victory,  here  over  the  sophistry  of  false  economists  and  popularity 
'*  seekers,  there  over  the  stupid  prejudices  of  routine,  but  behold  them  with 
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''  their  banner  always  floating  high  and  triumphant  over  their  head,  in- 
"  scribed  with  the  potent  words  *  Religion  and  Science.'  Above  the  cla- 
*'  mor  of  their  foes  they  repeat  with  a  voice  of  increasing  sonority  the  cry 
**  of  Longfellow's  hero :  '  Excelsior  !  Excelsior  ! ! " 

I  need  not  add  that  Dr.  Byerson's  eulogiUm  created  quite  a  sensation 
at  the  time,  coming  as  it  did  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
^of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  on  a  solemn  occasion. 

Since  1879  the  system  of  school  inspection  has  almost  been  matured 
into  perfection,  even  in  the  eyes  of  its  quondam  opponents. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be, 


Sir, 


FRS.  H.  O'BRIEN 

Disl.  MagistraU. 


^  MR.  PAQUET. 

(Translation.) 

Magdalen  Islands. 

Havre-aux-Maisons,  80th  June,  1882. 

:SiR, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  1881-82,  together  with  my 
grand  statistical  table. 

Of  the  nine  schools  in  operation  in  1881,  one,  the  dissentient  school  in 
the  municipality  of  St.  Pierre  de  TEtang  du  Nord,  haa  not  been  open  since 
i;he  month  of  September  last. 
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In  the  municipality  of  Aubert,  the  three  schools,  kept  by  Messrs.  G-ig- 
nac,  Cote  and  Bouchard,  are  very  good.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
schools  of  this  municipality  are  not  better  provided  with  maps. 

In  the  municipality  of  St.  Pierre  de  TEtang  du  Nord,  the  three  schools 
kept  by  the  Misses  Renauld,  Delaney  and  Therien  are  inferior  to  the  other 
schools  in  the  islands ;  this  is  due  to  the  want  of  books  in  the  three  schools. 
Indeed  it  is  very  difficult  to  teach  properly  without  the  necessary  books. 
The  Commissioners  of  this  municipality  have  not  yet  begun  the  new  system 
of  keeping  their  books,  but  will  do  so  shortly.  I  communicated  to  them 
the  instructions  you  were  good  enough  to  give  me  and,  I  found  them  all 
very  willing. 

In  the  municipality  of  3te.  Madeleine  du  Havre-aux-Maisons,  two 
primary  schools  are  very  good.  A  third  school-house  is  being  built  and 
will  shortly  be  opened.  In  this  municipality  the  convent  of  the  Congre. 
^tion,  in  which  fifty  young  girls  from  the  various  islands  of  the  group  are 
^educated,  gives  the  greatest  satisfaction. 


Your  humble  servant. 


DANIEL  PAQUET, 

School  Insjjector. 
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MR.  PILON. 

[Translated.] 

County  of  Two-Mountains, 

Ste.  Scholastique,  6th  June,  1882, 

Sir, 

In  accordance  with  the  orders  contained  in  your  letter  No.  589,  1882^ 
bearing  date  the  1 1th  May  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  the  report 
yon  asked  me  for,  on  the  schools  in  my  late  district  for  the  year  1881-82. 

I  also  send  the  grand  statistical  table  which  I  have  made  np  for  the 
same  period,  and  the  inspection  bulletins  for  the  schools  which  I  visited 
daring  the  second  half-year,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  month  of  February^ 
1882,  to  the  6th  of  Mav  last. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  that  all  this  work  cannot  give  a  correct 
idea  of  the  state  of  the  schools,  for  I  was  obliged  to  refer  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  notes  which  I  had  taken  when  I  made  my  first  inspection.  In  fact 
I  had  only  visited  81  schools  for  the  second  time,  when  I  was  informed  of 
my  dismissal  on  the  6th  of  May  last. 

Educational  Institutions. 

There  are  149  of  all  kinds  in  operation,  namely : 

1  classical  college  at  Ste.  Therese  whose  first  buildings  ware  accident- 
ally destroyed  by  fire  on  the  6th  October  last. 

The  classes  have  since  been  held  in  various  private  and  public  build 
ings  in  the  village,  and  it  is  probable  that,  next  autumn,  they  will  be  held 
in  the  new  college  which  is  now  being  built,  and  which  will  surpass  the 
former  one  in  size  and  beauty 

1  Commercial  College  at  St.  Jerome,  which  gives  satisfaction  to  all 
concerned. 
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1  Boys'  Academy  at  St.  Eustache,  which  is  as  well  kept  at  possible.  • 

7  Girls'  Academies,  all  very  good. 

5  Model  Schools :  That  of  St.  Joachim  is  remarkably  good  ;  those  of 
Terrebonne  and  Ste.  Scholastique  are  excellent ;  those  of  St.  Hermas  and 
Ste.  Anne  are  good. 

112  Primary  Schools  under  the  control  of  the  Commissioners.  They 
may  be  classed  as  follows  : 

5  are  remarkably  good  ;  they  are  those  of  Bas  de  Ste.  Monique  ;  of  the 
village  and  Petit- Brule  in  St.  Augustin ;  of  St.  R6mi  in  Ste.  Scholastique, 
and  Bas  de  la  Cote  St  Pierre  in  St.  Janvier. 

9  are  excellent,  namely  :  those  of  Haut  de  la  Cote  St.  Louis,  Bas  de  la 
Cote  St.  Louis,  and  St.  Joachim,  in  Ste.  Scholastique ;  of  the  North-west 
in  Ste.  Thfirese ;  of  Grrand  Village  and  Piedmont  in  St.  Sauveur,  tJpper 
Ste.  Monique  ;  of  St.  Hyacinthe,  in  St.  Hermas,  and  of  Dr.  Lachaine  in  Ste. 
Adele. 

40  are  good  ;  25  satisfactory  ;  16  are  weak,  and  17  inferior.  The  latter 
are  those  of  la  Baie,  in  St.  Placide ;  of  Petit-Brul6  in  St.  Benoit ;  of  Bas 
Chicot  and  du  Lac  in  St.  Eustache  ;  of  Upper  and  Lower  St.  Joseph  ;  of  St. 
Simon,  in  Ste.  Scholastique  ;  of  Riviere  G-agnon,  of  the  North-west  of 
Eiviere  du  Nord  and  Cote  St.  Antoine  in  St.  Jerome  ;  of  Riviere  Cach^e  in 
Ste.  Therese  ;  of  du  Bras,  in  Ste.  Anne  ;  of  Paisly,  in  Ste.  Sophie  ;  of  Nord  du 
lac  Morroi  and  le  Grand  Ruisseau,  in  St.  Sauveur,  and  finally  of  the  village 
of  Ste.  Agathe. 

18  dissentient  schools  which  are  all  satisfactory. 

Finally,  4  independent  schools,  all  in  the  parish  of  TAnnonciation, 
county  of  Two  Mountains. 

6  schools  were  closed  this  year ;  the  dissentient  schools  of  St.  Joseph 
and  St.  Joachim,  the  Ste.  Claire  school  in  the  parish  of  Ste.  Anne  ;  of  St. 
Charles,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Augustin,  and  finally  the  Valley  school  in  the 
township  of  Morin.     The  apathy  of  the  rate-payers  is  the  principal  reason 

why  the  majority  of  the  schools  were  closed. 
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6  others  were  not  open  when  I  visited  them  ;  they  are  the  dissentient 
schools  in  the  township  of  Morin,  of  the  villages  of  Q-renville  and  St. 
Andrews ;  the  school  at  St.  Faustin,  the  Grlasgow  dissentient  school  and 
Back  Bnsh  school  in  the  parish  of  Ste.  Sophie.  The  teachers  of  these 
schools  were  absent  either  for  their  holidays  or  on  a  trip. 

There  are  three  new  schools  this  year,  one  in  the  fifth  range  of  St, 
Hippolyte,  one  at  Lac  Brul6,  in  Ste.  Agathe,  and  one  in  the  fourth  range 
of  Ste.  Adele. 

Buildings,  Fubniture  and  School  Necessabies. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to  mention  the  destruction  of  the  build- 
ings of  Ste.  Therese  classical  college  which  were  burnt  on  the  5th  October 
last. 

In  a  few  hours  this  magnificent  building,  a  monument  of  the  labor  and 
sacrifices  of  several  generations,  had  disappeared ;  nevertheless,  thanks  to 
the  devotedness  and  energy  of  the  directors,  to  the  kindness  and  sympathy 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  and  of  the  province  in  general,  this  house 
which  is  so  useful  to  the  cause  of  education,  will  rapidly  arise  from  its 
ruins.  Already  the  immense  walls  of  the  new  building  are  being  rapidly 
raised,  and  unless  something  unforeseen  happens  it  is  probable  that  the 
pupils  will  be  in  the  new  building  this  fall. 

I  have  nothing  new  to  say  with  reference  to  the  other  colleges  or  to 
the  academies  and  model  schools  as  those  buildings  leave  nothing  to  be 
desired.  I  mu^t,  however,  except  the  model  school  of  the  town  of  Terre- 
bonne, which  is  still  held  in  a  rented  house. 

As  to  the  primary  schools  they  may  be  classed  as  follows  :  9  are  remark- 
ably good,  14  are  excellent ;  98  are  good,  and  6  are  too  small. 

Five  primary  school  houses  have  been  built  since  the  last  holidays. 

Of  this  number  3  have  been  built  on  an  excellent  plan  ;  those  of  St. 
Andrew's  viUage,  St.  Jovite  village  and  LaFreniere,  in  St.  Eustache.  The 
two  others  at  Ste.  Adele  and  Ste.  Agathe  are  inferior  buildings. 

Finally  6  other  school-houses  have  been  repaired  or  enlarged. 
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The  lumiture  in  the  coUesfes,  academies  and  model  schools  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired.  As^to  that  in  the  primary  schools  it  is  being  ra- 
pidly improved,  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  at  present  there  are  but  few 
schools  onprovided.  It  is  true  that  there  are  not,  as  yet,  many  cupboards 
or  libraries,  but  that  is  because  the  want  of  them  has  not  been  felt,  the 
teachers'  desks  being  amply  sufficient. 

The  colleges,  academies  and  convents  are  all  surrounded  by  spacious 
grounds  in  which  are  trees  and  fine  yards  and  gardens  at  the  disposal  of 
the  pupils. 

The  grounds  about  many  of  the  model  schools  are  also  very  carefully 
kept.  As  to  those  of  the  primary  schools,  the  majority  are  exceedingly 
smaU,  and  I  may  say  that  as  a  rule  they  are  considered  and  treated  as 
useless. 

Teachers. 

Although  it  is  difficult,  at  this  period  of  the  year,  to  form  a  correct  idea 
of  their  work,  and,  consequently,  of  their  ability,  I  may,  however,  say  that 
the  religious  of  both  sexes  who  teach  in  this  district  are  very  successful 
and  give  complete  satisfaction. 

Amongst  the  lay  teachers,  I  may  specially  mention :  the  Misses  C, 
Dupuis,  H.  Guay,  M.  Sanche,  V.  Daoust,  A.  Clermont,  V.  Gauthier  and  Mr. 
J.  T.  Roux.  The  following  are  excellent  teachers :  the  Misses  C.  Valois^ 
A.  Fortier,  A.  Carrieres,  M.  Payment,  M.  Guay,  E.  Gauthier,  P.  G^agnon, 
C.  M.  Giroux,  E.  Lauzon,  G.  Lafrance,  M.  Gratton,  R.  D.  Motte,  A.  Courval, 
A.  GuiUemette,  C.  Chevalier,  L.  Charbonneau  and  V.  Fortier. 

The  following  api)ear  to  me  to  be  inferior :  the  Missis  V.  Taillon, 
J.  Proulx,  G.  Lacasse,  C.  Thferien,  Z.  Lebeau,  C.  Gauthier,  R.  Rodrigues, 
M.  Proulx,  E.  Charrette,  E.  Lebuis  and  M.  Desroches. 

The  others  succeed  well  and  give  full  satisfaction. 

I  must  here  remark  that  for  some  years,  difficulties  frequently  have 
arisen  with  reference  to  female  teachers  who  get  their  diplomas,  by  fraud, 

I      before  they  have  reached  the  required  age.     It  would  seem  that  about 
one  fourth  of  my  teachers  are  barely  more  than  fifteen  years  old. 
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Amongst  the  teachers  of  this  district,  who  receive  a  pension  from  the 
Department,  there  is  a  Mr.  F.  X.  Martial  Charbonneau,  for  partial  blind- 
ness. I  may  say  that  this  gentleman  can  now  see  as  well  as  most  people ; 
that  he  is  young  and  quite  able  to  earn  his  living. 

Teaching. 

The  various  schools  of  this  district  now  follow  their  curriculum  while 
giving  the  greatest  possible  attention  to  the  four  leading  branches :  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic  and  grammar.  Without  confining  myself  to  the  col- 
leges and  schools  which  all  give  the  greatest  satisfaction,  I  may  say  that, 
in  general,  in  my  model  and  primary  schools  very  particular  care  is  given 
to  spelling,  the  meaning  of  words,  reading  and  orthography.  All  the  pu- 
pils explain  what  they  read. 

Writing  and  drawing  receive  the  greatest  attention.  The  Langlais  series 
of  copy-h^oks,  authorized  to  be  used  in  the  French  schools  over  a  year  ago, 
g^ves  the  greatest  satisfaction.  Arithmetic  gets  all  the  attention  it  deserves 
and  all  the  pupils  can  rapidly  perform  by  mental  calculation,  sums  con- 
nected with  the  ordinary  business  of  life.  Book-keeping  (notes,  accounts, 
and  receipts)  is  taught  almost  everywhere. 

Finally,  grammar,  parsing,  agnculture,  &c.,  &c.,  are  taught  in  all  the 
schools. 

In  a  word  everything,  in  this  respect,  is  getting  on  as  well  as  can  be 
expected. 

The  use  of  copy-books,  in  which  the  pupils  daily  write  out  their  exer- 
cises, is  becoming  more  general,  and  if  we  had  had  a  school  exhibition,  I 
am  sure  that  the  schools  of  this  district  would  have  appeared  to  greater 
iMlvantage  than  in  1880. 

1  have  a  good  many  of  these  copy-books  now  before  me,  the  others  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  pupils.  This  may  explain  how  it  is  that  no  records  are 
kept  in  my  schools. 
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Accounts. 

I  may  say  that  the  school  accounts  are,  as  a  general  rule,  well  kept  in 
this  district,  and  that  I  know  them  all  except  those  of  the  municipalities  r 
of  St.  Hy  polite,  St.  Canute  and  Ste.  Scholastique,  which  I  did  not  under- 
stand or  did  not  see.     The  Secretary -Treasurer  of  St.  Hypolite  has  been 
changed,  and  I  hoped  that  when  I  made  my  next  inspection,  I  would  haye  ' 
been  given  a  statement  of  the  accounts  of  this  municipality.     The  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of  St.  Canute  is  a  little  careless  and  I  did  not  understand  . 
\    his  figures. 

Poor  Mi^nicipalities. 

Although  there  are  several  municipalities  which  come  under  this  ; 
heading,  I  will,  in  this  report,  recommend  particularly  to  the  favorable  5 
notice  of  the  Department  only  the  dissentient  municipality  of  G-renvillf  » 
and  that  of  St.  Colomban.  The  rate-payers  of  these  two  parishes  are  verj  r 
willing,  but  are  so  poor  that  they  are  unable  to  keep  up  their  schools  unlesi  & 
the  G-overnment  grants  them  additional  supplementary  aid. 

f  My  Inspections. 

I  received  your  circular  dated  15th  November,  1881,  in  time,  and  I 
faithfully  followed  the  advice  it  contained :  lo.  by  notifying  the  scb  ool 
authorities  before  my  inspections ;  2o.  by  requesting  them  to  accomp  any 
me.  Nevertheless  I  must  say  that  these  invitations  did  not  always  pro  duce 
the  desired  effect ;  for  although  during  the  latter  part  of  the  half-year,  I  sent 
them  on  regularly  eight  days  in  advance,  so  as  to  give  the  parties  sufiSl- 
cient  time,  I  was  accompanied  only  by  the  persons  living  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  schools  or  those  whom  1  brought  myself. 

I  might  also  add  that  these  notices  occasioned  loss  of  time  Aim5  will. 
(  give  an  example.  Having  notified  the  Owmmissioners  of  St.  Eustache  tL^it 
I  would  inspect  the  schools  in  their  village  on  the  30th  November,  1881, 
and  having  been  prevented  by  bad  weather  from  doing  so,  I  was  obliged 
to  remain  at  home,  not  on^r  *^^  *^**  ^^7*  ^^*  ^^'  *^^  remainder  of  the 
week,  so  as  to  send  out  fresh  notices ;  I  did  so,  but  in  vain  for  no  4Hie 
came  to  accompany  me.     Hence  I  conclude  that  these  notices  and  invita- 
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*^  made  in  a<f  -^vance,  although  very  fine  in  theory,  offer  more  disadvan- 
^  tha;n  id*^  antages,  especially  in  the  country,  and  that  it  is  better,  in 
'^^tice,  ^  ocw  Atinae  making  th^  inspections  in  presence  of  the  immediate 
i^boii  9ai^\  of  such  i>ersons  as  the  inspector  may  bring  with  him. 
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means,  the  inspectors  see  the  teachers,  pupils  and  schools  in 
f  condition  and  can  better  form  an  opinion  of  their  worth. 

3r,  the  insertion  of  the  remarks  made  during  official  inspections 
:r  kept  by  the  Secretary-Treasurer  in  accordance  with  your 
of  the  15th  November  last,  will  enable  the  Commissioners  to 
las  been  doiie  and  recommended  at  such  inspection,  just  as  if 
een  present,  and  consequently  to  carry  out  the  reforms  which 
led  of  them. 

y  say  that  I  was  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 

e  school  authorities  know  what  I  did  during  such  inspections  that, 

il  years,  I  always  sent  a  report  to  the  School  Commissioners  of  each 

I  made  these  reports  this  year,  as  in  the  past,  after  my  first  visit, 

Ltended  to  write  them  in  the  register  when  I  passed  for  the  second 

-n  the  15th  September,  1881,  to  the  1st  February,  1882,  I  visited  all 
Is  of  this  district  once,  and  from  the  beginning  of  February,  1882, 
May  last,  I  visited  81  for  the  second  time. 


6tU 

I  hople  that  these  few  remarks,  will,  with  my  inspection  bulletins, 
suffice  to  s^ow  you  the  state  of  public  instruction  in  this  district. 

I  hare  tow  only  to  thank  very  cordially  all  those  who  have  assisted 
me  in  the  pferformance  of  my  official  duties,  and  especially  the  cur^s  of 
the  different  parishes  ;  for  if  1  may  flatter  myself  that  I  have  succeeded  in 
having  jiiVg^esftjuadgjn^my  primary  schools,  this  result  is  in  a  great  mea- 
sure Me  ^^  ^0»8e  gen  tlem5ar4-anrt»^py  to  state,  that  the  most  advanced 
and  most  proftpe™^  municipalities,  witk  respect  to  schools,  are  those  in 
which  the  curi  of  the  parish  is  at  the  head  of  the  schooUboard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.. 

A.  PILON, 

School  Insjfertor. 


119 


MR.  FREMONT. 

[Translation.] 


Ste.  Famille,  7  October,  1882 


Sir, 


i 


I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  my  report  upon  public  instruction  in  the 
counties  of  Quebec  andTSiontmorency,  for  the  year  1881-82. 

In  order  to  give  you  a  general  idea  of  the  state  of  the  schools  in  my 
difitrict,  and  the  progress  which  is  being  made,  I  have  prepared  the  follow- 
ing sjmoptical  table,  which  is  only  a  summary  of  the  more  important  parts 
of  the  grand  statistical  table  which  I  have  already  sent  you. 

And,  in  order  the  better  to  call  your  attention  to  the  progressive  move- 
ment of  primary  education,  I  have  made  a  summary  of  the  corresponding 
^     statistics  for  some  years  back.     The  comparison  is  very  encouraging. 
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I  repeat  that,  as  the  population  of  Quebec  and  Montmorency  has  only 
slightly  increased  since  a  few  years,  it  follows  that  the  number  of  pupils, 
compared  with  that  of  the  whole  population,  has  increased  by  one-half  in 
four  years. 

This  result  is  all  the  more  remarkable  that,  in  the  majority  of  the 
branches  studied,  the  number  of  pupils  has  increased  in  still  greater  pro- 
portion and  has  even  doubled  in  some. 

You  will  notice  with  pleasure  that,  out  of  4,888  pupils,  there  are  4,871 
who  learn  writing,  arithmetic  and  mental  arithmetic,  being  a  difference  ot 
only  17  in  the  total  number,  due  to  two  or  three  teachers  who  were 
ignorant  of  what  I  required. 

» 

I  need  not  add  that  these  three  subjects  are  not,  and  cannot  be  taught 
to  very  young  children,  when  they  first  come  to  school.    The  teacher  must 
overcome  their  natural  shyness  and  learn  to  know  and  love  them  ;  for  the 
whole  success  of  a  child's  education  depends  upon  the  mutual  friendship- 
bet  ween  teacher  and  pupil. 

All  the  pupils  who  learn  grammar  also  learn  parsing ;  nevertheless  in 
looking  over  the  columns  for  orthography  and  parsing,  a  slight  difference 
of  ten  in  favor  of  the  former  will  be  noticed.  This  is,  because  the  pupils 
who  are  taught  orthography  pure  and  simple  without  grammar  or  par- 
king, are  entered  in  the  column  under  that  heading. 


121 


I  do  not  object  that  pnpils  be  madejto  do  some  exercise  in  orthography^ 
but  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  can,  at  the  same  time,  learn  at  least  the  firsts 
rales  of  grammar  and  parsing. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  columns  of 
grammar,  letter-writing,  book-keeping,  drawing  and  agriculture.  The 
excess  over  the  previous  years  is  quite  remarkable.  In  a  word,  I  am 
satisfied  with  the  progress  made  during  the  past  year.  Of  course  there 
are  shadows  in  the  picture.  There  are  still  some  incompetent  teachers,. 
*  and  commissioners  who  engaged  them  at  reduced  salaries,  class-rooms 
which  are  not  sufficiently  spacious,  furniture  which  is  deficient,  etc.,  etc. ; 
but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that,  before  long,  the  true  friends  of  education, 
in  these  few  dilatory  municipalities,  will  come  to  an  understanding  once 
for  all,  and  assert  the  honor  of  their  parish,  by  rooting  out  the  ignorance- 
which  has  but  too  long  reigned  there. 

These  shadows  even  serve  to  bring  out  in  relief  the  wisdom  of  our 
laws,  the  excellence  of  the  regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction, 
which  do  not  leave  the  management  of  our  schools  in  private  hands. 
Thanks  to  the  wise  provisions  of  the  law,  school-houses  are  being  built 
wherever  they  are  required,  and  upon  plans  approved  by  the  Superin- 
tendent. Willingly  or  unwillingly,  school  furniture  has  to  be  improved,  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers  have  to  be  regularly  paid  and  bettei  accommodation 
given  them. 

The  curriculum  of  studies  is  regulated,  and  besides  the  catechism,  which 
is  the  basis  of  education,  everything  which  it  is  important  that  the  children 
of  a  civilized  nation  should  know,  is  now  taught  in  our  country  schools. 
In  a  word,  the  impetus  is  given  and  the  public  is  beginning  to  understand 
that  all  these  ordinances  have  been  made  for  the  benefit  and  happiness  of 
J       the  people. 

I  would  not  be  sincere  if  I  left  you  under  the  impression  that  all  the 
subjects  of  the  official  curriculum  are  always  taught  according  to  the 
strictest  rules  of  pedagogism. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  majority  of  the  children  in  the  dbuntry 
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do  not  attend  school  for  a  sofficient  length  of  time  to  allow  of  their  going 
through  a  regular  course  of  studies,  however  elementary  it  may  be. 

It  is,  therefore,  not  always  possible  to  give  to  the  teaching  that  pedsr 
gogical  refinement  which  is  very  praiseworthy  in  theory,  but  very  often 
impossible  to  put  into  practice.  « 

These  children  who,  like  meteors,  appear  at  school  only  to  disappear  at 
'once,  come  only  to  learn  to  read  their  prayers  at  mass,  and  the  constitution 
of  their  country.  They  do  not  come  to  write  like  those  writers  who 
<^hallenge  the  whole  universe,  but  so  as  to  know  how  to  sign  their  names 
And  to  write  out  their  own  modest  correspondence.  They  come  still  less 
to  learn  how  to  discourse  upon  the  science  of  languages,  but  only  to  learn 
a  little  of  the  principal  rules  of  orthography.  They  care  but  little  for  the 
value  of  these  fine  theories ;  they  prefer  to  be  cured  of  their  evil  (ignorance) 
by  a  quack  than  to  die  out  of  respect  for  the  rules  of  art. 

I  need  say  that  I  do  not  recommend  these  digressions  from  the  laws 
of  instruction,  but  I  do  not  greatly  reproach  the  teacher  who,  having  a 
class  composed  of  pupils  of  that  kind,  guides  his  bark  as  he  may,  some- 
times going  out  to  sea  too  soon,  with  the  prospect  of  returning  for  supplies, 
if  his  inconstant  crew  does  not  altogether  forsake  him  before  the  end  of 
his  voyage. 

I  have  already,  in  my  bulletins,  called  your  attention  to  what  I  con- 
sider the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  proper  working  of  our  laws  on  education. 
Non-attendance  at  school  is  the  evil  which  I  am  unsuccessfully  striving  to 
remedy,  and  which  I  am  compelled  to  again  bring  under  your  notice  in 
this  report. 

If  I  could  secure  the  regular  attendance  of  the  scholars  in  their  classes, 
we  should  have  found  Ariadne's  thread,  and  there  would  remain  for  us  but 
follow  it  directly  and  rapidly  to  the  end.  Is  there  any  necessity  to  demon- 
strate that  if  all  the  children  regularly  attended  school,  and  punctually 
followed  the  curriculum,  we  should  progress  with  giant  strides  ? 

It  is  right  to  build  magnificent  school  houses,  to  furnish  them  superbly, 
to  require  a  higher  qualification  of  female  teachers,  to  perfect  the  system 
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of  education,  and  every  patriotic  mind  cannot  bnt  rejoice  at  the  sight  of 
these  partly  realized  improvements  ;  but,  if  we  would  have  these  important 
reforms  serve  some  purpose,  it  would  still  be  necessary  that  the  scholars 
make  up  their  minds  to  closely  attend  the  classes.  Otherwise,  everything 
is  lost  or  seriously  endangered.  "We  must  therefore,  and  at  any  price,  secure 
this  great  desideratum  ;  regular  attendance  at  school  is  the  central  object 
which  all  our  laws  on  education  must  have  in  view. 

What  must  be  done  to  attain  this  end  ?  In  my  humble  opinion,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  adopt  three  very  simple  means  :  lo.  Compulsory  public 
examinations  ;  2o.  Prizes  awarded  to  pupils  for  assiduity  ;  80.  Distribution 
of  the  common  school  fund  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  pupils  in  each 
municipality. 

Here  are  three  means  which  I  have  no  hesitation  in  calling  real  speci- 
fics, perfectly  adapted  to  remedy  the  state  of  carelessness  in  which  so  many 
parents  take  pleasure  when  the  education  of  their  children  is  at  stake. 

Allow  me  to  explain  : 

1.  Compulsory  public  examinations, — Commissioners  are  required,  by  ch. 
15,  C.  S.  L.  C,  s.  90,  §  6,  to  hold  a  public  examination  of  their  schools. 
How  is  this  wise  enactment,  which  furnishes  such  certain  means  to  local 
authorities,  parents,  and  friends  of  education  to  form  an  idea  of  the  work 
•of  the  pupils  and  teachers  during  the  year,  as  a  general  rule,  is  it  under- 
stood ?  How  is  it  put  in  force?  The  day  for  the  public  examination, 
which  would  be  a  day  of  true  rejoicing  to  the  hard-working  scholar  and 
teacher,  passes  by  unnoticed.  The  public  knows  nothing  of  it,  or  takes 
no  interest  in  it.  What !  there  are  exhibitions  of  cattle,  lasting  weeks  and 
months,  and  we  are  chary  of  our  time  when  it  is  a  question  of  spending  a 
few  hours,  a  few  days  at  most,  for  the  benefit  of  the  intellectual  and  other 
qualities  of  the  mind. 

I  regret  to  say  that  in  too  many  municipalities  the  law  is  badly  inter- 
preted, by  supposing  that  the  inspector's  visit  can  replace  the  public 
examination  which  the  commissioners  are  obliged  to  hold,  and  that  is 
idiotically  carried  out,  when  it  is  not  evaded,  by  pretending  to  believe 
that  the  public  examination  required  by  law  is  made  by  one  or  two  com- 
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I  repeat  that,  as  the  popnlation  of  Quebec  and  Montmorency  has  only 
slightly  increased  since  a  few  years,  it  follows  that  the  number  of  pupils, 
compared  with  that  of  the  whole  population,  has  increased  by  one-half  in 
four  years. 

This  result  is  all  the  more  remarkable  that,  in  the  majority  of  the 
branches  studied,  the  number  of  pupils  has  increased  in  still  greater  pro- 
portion and  has  even  doubled  in  some. 

You  will  notice  with  pleasure  that,  out  of  4,888  pupils,  there  are  4,871 
who  learn  writing,  arithmetic  and  mental  arithmetic,  being  a  difference  ot 
only  17  in  the  total  number,  due  to  two  or  three  teachers  who  were 
ignorant  of  what  I  required. 

I  need  not  add  that  these  three  subjects  are  not,  and  cannot  be  taught 
to  very  young  children,  when  they  first  come  to  school.    The  teacher  must 
overcome  their  natural  shyness  and  learn  to  know  and  love  them  ;  for  the 
whole  success  of  a  child's  education  depends  upon  the  mutual  Mendship- 
between  teacher  and  pupil. 

All  the  pupils  who  learn  grammar  also  learn  parsing ;  nevertheless  in 
looking  over  the  columns  for  orthography  and  parsing,  a  slight  difference 
of  ten  in  favor  of  the  former  will  be  noticed.  This  is,  because  the  pupils 
who  are  taught  orthography  pure  and  simple  without  grammar  or  par- 
sing, are  entered  in  the  column  under  that  heading. 


MK.  FREMONT. 
[TVanslation.] 

Ste.  Famille,  7  October,  1882 

Sm, 

I  have  the  honor  to  Bobmit  my  report  upon  public  instruction  in  th& 
comities  of  Quebec  and  llontmorency,  for  the  year  1881-82. 

In  order  to  give  you  a  general  idea  of  the  state  of  the  schools  in  my 
district,  and  the  progress  which  is  being  made,  I  have  prepared  the  follow- 
ing synoptical  table,  which  is  only  a  summary  of  the  more  important  parts 
of  the  grand  statistical  table  which  I  have  already  sent  you. 

And,  in  order  the  better  to  call  your  attention  to  the  progressive  move- 
ment of  primary  education,  I  have  made  a  summary  of  the  corresponding 
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I  repeat  that,  as  the  population  of  Quebec  and  Montmorency  has  only 
slightly  increased  since  a  few  years,  it  lollows  that  the  number  of  pupils, 
compared  with  that  of  the  whole  population,  has  increased  by  one-half  in 
four  years. 

This  result  is  all  the  more  remarkable  that,  in  the  majority  of  the 
branches  studied,  the  number  of  pupils  has  increased  in  still  greater  pro* 
portion  and  has  even  doubled  in  some. 

You  will  notice  with  pleasure  that,  out  of  4,888  pupils,  there  are  4,871 
who  learn  writing,  arithmetic  and  mental  arithmetic,  being  a  difference  ot 
only  17  in  the  total  number,  due  to  two  or  three  teachers  who  were 
ignorant  of  what  I  required. 

I  need  not  add  that  these  three  subjects  are  not,  and  cannot  be  taught 
to  very  young  children,  when  they  first  come  to  school.    The  teacher  must 
overcome  their  natural  shyness  and  learn  to  know  and  love  them  ;  for  the 
whole  success  of  a  child's  education  depends  upon  the  mutual  friendship- 
bet  ween  teacher  and  pupil. 

All  the  pupils  who  learn  grammar  also  learn  parsing ;  nevertheless  in 
looking  over  the  columns  for  orthography  and  parsing,  a  slight  difference 
of  ten  in  favor  of  the  former  will  be  noticed.  This  is,  because  the  pupils 
who  are  taught  orthography  pure  and  simple  without  grammar  or  par- 
sing, are  entered  in  the  column  under  that  heading. 
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I  do  not  object  that  pupils  be  madejto  do  some  exercise  in  orthopraphy, 
bat  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  can,  at  the  same  time,  learn  at  least  the  firsts 
rules  of  grammar  and  parsing. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  columns  of 
grammar,  letter-writing,  book-keeping,  drawing  and  agriculture.  The 
excess  over  the  previous  years  is  quite  remarkable.  In  a  word,  I  am 
satisfied  with  the  progress  made  during  the  past  year.  Of  course  there 
are  shadows  in  the  picture.  There  are  still  some  incompetent  teachers,. 
*  and  commissioners  who  engaged  them  at  reduced  salaries,  class-rooms 
which  are  not  sufficiently  spacious,  furniture  which  is  deficient,  etc.,  etc. ; 
but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that,  before  long,  the  true  friends  of  education, 
in  these  few  dilatory  municipalities,  will  come  to  an  understanding  once 
for  all,  and  assert  the  honor  of  their  parish,  by  rooting  out  the  ignorance- 
which  has  but  too  long  reigned  there. 

These  shadows  even  serve  to  bring  out  in  relief  the  wisdom  of  our 
laws,  the  excellence  of  the  regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction, 
which  do  not  leave  the  management  of  our  schools  in  private  hands. 
Thanks  to  the  wise  provisions  of  the  law,  school-houses  are  being  built 
wherever  they  are  required,  and  upon  plans  approved  by  the  Superin- 
tendent. Willingly  or  unwillingly,  school  furniture  has  to  be  improved,  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers  have  to  be  regularly  paid  and  better  accommodation 
given  them. 

The  curriculum  of  studies  is  regulated,  and  besides  the  catechism,  which 
is  the  basis  of  education,  everything  which  it  is  important  that  the  children 
of  a  civilized  nation  should  know,  is  now  taught  in  our  country  schools. 
In  a  word,  the  impetus  is  given  and  the  public  is  beginning  to  understand 
that  all  these  ordinances  have  been  made  for  the  benefit  and  happiness  of 
\       the  people. 

I  would  not  be  sincere  if  I  left  you  under  the  impression  that  all  the 
subjects  of  the  official  curriculum  are  always  taught  according  to  the 
strictest  rules  of  pedagogism. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  majority  of  the  children  in  the  dbuntry 
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Another  neglect,  arising  from  the  same  causes,  was  shown  in  the  books 
of  some  Secretary-Treasurers ;  but  they  promised  that  it  would  not  appear 
when  my  next  visit  occurs.  All  these  gentlemen  appear  to  me  to  be  zealous 
and  upright. 

Several  municipalities  in  my  district  are  very  poor,  and  experience 
^eat  difficulty  in  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  their  schools ;  in  some 
places  it  is  even  necessary  to  have  the  school  during  five  months  in  one 
•district  and  during  five  months  in  another. 

For  this  there  are  several  reasons,  the  chief  of  which  is  due  to  the  law 
which  should  be  amended  somewhat  as  follows : — 

"  When  in  any  district  the  majority  of  the  minority  declares  itself  dis- 
^*  sentient,  the  minority  of  the  minority  shall  accept  the  dissent  and 
-"'  shall  pay  assessments  and  contributions  to  the  dissentient  trustees  "' 

This  amendment  would  be  acceptable  to  all  Protestants  and  Catholics 
^ike,  and  would  confer  a  great  boon  upon  poor  dissentient  municipalities. 
For  it  frequently  happens  that  certain  tax-payers  declare  themselves  dis- 
sentient, and  that  afterwards  they  withdraw  from  the  dissentient  party  to 
avoid  paying  the  expenses  necessary  to  maintain  the  school ;  and  then  the 
school  is  closed  or  else  is  sustained  by  only  a  few  tax-payers,  who  are  de- 
termined, cost  what  it  may,  not  to  send  their  children  to  a  school  of 
different  religious  denomination.  I  hope  this  suggestion  will  receive 
serious  consideration. 

Upon  examination  of  my  grand  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  study  of 
drawing,  of  book-keeping  and  of  agriculture  is  greatly  neglected.  I  have 
given  stringent  instructions  on  this  subject,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  they  will  be  attended  to. 

Mental  arithmetic  is  taught  to  many  more  pupils  than  formerly,  and 
I  have  been  promised  that,  with  few  exceptions,  all  pupils  will  be  taught  it 
in  future.     I  insist  upon  this  and  have  stated  that  I  do. 

In  certain  municipalities  the  houses  are  not  what  they  ought  to  be ; 
loo  small  badly  ventilated,  low,  and  especially  very  cold.     A  few  will  be 
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Ste.  Famillk,  7  October,  1882 
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I  have  Qie  honor  to  sabmit  my  report  upon  public  instruction  in  the 
counties  of  Quebec  andTSIontmorency,  for  the  year  1881-82. 

In  order  to  give  you  a  general  idea  of  the  state  of  the  schools  in  my 
district,  and  the  progress  which  is  being  made,  I  have  prepared  the  follow- 
ing synoptical  table,  which  is  only  a  summary  of  the  more  important  parts 
of  the  grand  statistical  table  which  I  have  already  sent  you. 

And,  in  order  the  better  to  call  your  attention  to  the  progressive  move- 
ment of  primary  education,  I  have  made  a  summary  of  the  corresponding 
statistics  for  some  years  back.     The  comparison  is  very  encouraging. 
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ME.  SAVAED. 


(Translation.^ 


I  have  the  honor  to  present  you  with  my  report  for  the  year  1881-82. 

The  grand  statistical  table,  which  I  have  already  forwarded  to  you, 
shows  that  daring  the  past  year  the  various  schools  in  my  district  of  in- 
spection have  been  attended  by  3,620  pupils,  an  increase  of  178,  and  a  much 
more  considerable  increase  than  last  year. 

The  average  attendance  has  increased  in  the  same  ratio ;  from  2,626 
pupils  last  year,  to  2,802  this  year,  an  increase  of  176.  The  same  proi>OT- 
tionate  increase  is  noticeable  in  the  number  of  pupils  who  have  studied  the 
most  important  compulsory  subjects.  But  I  regret  that,  with  respect  to  the 
study  of  agriculture,  the  number  of  pupils  is  21  less.  The  fault  lies  with 
the  parents,  imbued  with  prejudices,  who  are  opposed  more  than  ever  to 
the  teaching  by  teachers  of  either  sex,  of  this  subject,  which  is  nevertheless 
so  useful  to  their  children.  I  insisted,  as  in  previous  years,  that  this  sub- 
ject should  be  taught  to  a  larger  number  of  pupils  and  in  all  the  schools. 

I  observed  with  pleasure  that  great  progress  had  been  made  in  writ- 
ing tUs  year. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  statistics  that  each  year  progress  is  more 
marked ;  there  are  many  obstacles  and  prejudices,  but  I  am  striving  with 
energy  to  make  them  disappear.  As  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  state, 
the  smallness  of  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  the  countenancing  by  some 
parents  of  the  insubordination  and  irregular  attendance  of  their  children, 
are  obstacles  of  a  serious  nature,  which  will  always  paralyze  the  pro- 
gpress  of  education  and  even  the  efforts  of  persons  well  disposed  to 
further  its  interests.  The  custom  also  of  taking  children  away  from 
school  too  soon,  is  highly  prejudicial,  and  is  the  greatest  evil  in  my 
district. 
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With  reference  to  the  teachers,  I  believe  it  would  be  preferable  to 
compel  them  to  dwell  in  the  school  house,  for  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
contrary  custom  presents  serious  inconveniences.  In  the  first  place  the 
children,  too  often  left  alone,  are  deprived  of  the  superintendence  which 
they  should  have  during  the  hours  of  recreation  ;  then,  in  the  winter,  they 
usually  suffer  from  cold,  for  the  building  is  generally  heated  too  late  to 
make  it  comfortable  for  the  children.  I  suggest  to  teachers  to  have  the 
stove  lighted  at  seven  o'clock,  so  that  the  school  may  be  properly  heated 
when  the  pupils  arrive. 

The  Journal  of  Public  Instruction  and  VEcole  Primaire  are  received  by  all 
the  teachers  under  my  superintendence,  and  I  notice  with  satisfaction 
that  the  pedagogical  instruction  which  they  derive  from  them,  contributes 
greatly  to  produce  good  results  in  our  schools,  and  leads  us  to  anticipate  a 
prosperous  future. 

I  succeeded  in  prevailing  upon  all  the  municipalities,  excepting  a  few 
parishes  in  Haut  Saguenay  and  Jonquieres,  to  fix  the  holidays  in  future  be- 
tween the  1st  of  August  and  the  1st  of  October,  and  I  hope  that  this  change 
will  effect  much  good. 

I  observe  with  pleasure  that  the  furniture  of  the  class-rooms  is  gen- 
erally more  complete.  The  commissioners  in  nearly  every  municipality  have 
now  provided  a  complete  set  of  maps  for  their  schools. 

The  Petit  S&minaire  of  Ghicoutimi,  under  the  direction  of  learned  and 
able  priests  and  ecclesiastics,  ever  continues  to  improve  and  to  do  good.  The 
results  arrived  at  are  excellent.  This  year  one  of  the  pupils  of  this  estab- 
lishment won  with  distinction  the  degree  of  Bachefier  es  Lettres  et  es  Arts. 
The  curriculum  comprises  English,  French,  and*  all  the  most  practical  and 
useful  branches  of  science.    Number  of  students,  99. 

The  academy  for  girls  at  Ghicoutimi  is  still  conducted  by  the  Reverend 
Ladies  of  the  Bon  Pasteur.  There  are  73  pupils  who  are  taught  French, 
English,  drawing,  etc.,  etc.,  as  successfully  and  perfectly  as  in  the  best 
establishments  of  this  kind. 

I  now  beg  to  submit  a  few  remarks  upon  each  school  in  my  district. 
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My  most  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  cur^  and  commissioners  who, 
upon  the  occasion  of  my  visit,  laid  aside  other  occupations  in  order  to  ac- 
company me.  I  also  found,  in  every  municipality,  parents  who,  by  their 
presence  at  my  examinations,  wished  to  show  their  interest  in  the  educa- 
tion of  their  children. 

I  might  have  gone  into  further  details,  but  I  believe  they  are  contained 
in  the  bulletins  of  inspection  which  I  have  forwarded. 

I  remain,  etc., 

ED.  SAVARD, 

School  Inspector, 
CraooxTTiMi,  August  2nd,  1882. 
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MB.  SIMABD. 
{Translation.) 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  yon,  at  the  same  time  as  my  grand  statis* 
tical  table,  a  report  on  the  state  of  pnblic  instmction  in  the  three  connties  of 
Bellechasse,  Montmagny,  and  Tlslet. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  record  a  decided  improyement  in  my  district 
during  the  school  year  just  elai>sed.  I  venture  to  hox>e  that  the  following 
comparative. table  will  show  this  to  your  satisfaction.  • 
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Pupils  from  A  B  C  to  fluent  reading 
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The  female  teachers,  generally  speaking,  having  put  into  practice  the 
remarks  which  I  had  made  ui>on  the  occasion  of  my  last  visit,  have  endea- 
vored, without  neglecting  the  memory  of  the  children,  to  cultivate  their 
intelligence  by  means  of  repeated  explanations. 

Grammar  and  ^arithmetic  especially  are  taught  with  great  care  and 
method. 

As  you  will  observe  by  the  foregoing  comparative  table,  book-keeping, 
a  subject  so  useful  to  all  classes  of  society,  has  been  taught  this  year  to  a 
much  larger  number  of  pupils.  I  attach  much  importance  to  this  matter ; 
still  I  do  not  require  that  it  be  taught  according  to  the  best  methods  (a 
thing  which  the  female  teachers,  in  general,  could  not  do),  but  in  a  practi- 
cal manner.  This  study,  moreover,  accustoms  children  to  calculate ;  it  is 
in  £Bict  an  exercise  in  practical  arithmetic; 

The  teaching  of  agriculture  is  also  becoming  more  general.  Thanks  to 
this,  and  to  the  establishment  of  agricultural  societies  in  nearly  all  the 
parishes  of  my  division,  remarkable  improvements  have  taken  place,  during- 
the  year  just  elapsed,  in  the  mode  of  cultivation.  Dr.  Larue's  little  book  is 
in  use  in  almost  all  the  schools  in  my  division,  and  the  great  importance  or 
this  subject  is  at  length  beginning  to  be  understood.  I  am  convinced  that 
improvements  in  agriculture  willfbe  especially  due  to  the  teachers  of 
youth,  to  the  dissemination  by  them  of  sound  doctrines.  The  new  genera- 
tion which  they  are  bringing  up  will  no  longer  do  anything  by  routine.  It 
will  understand  that  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  agriculture  as  well 
as  in  the  arts.  The  benefits  which  it  will  reap  every  day  from  an  improved 
system  of  culture  will  do  the  rest. 

Drawing  has  been  studied  this  year  by  3080  pupils,  as  against  1361 
last  year ;  the  increase  amply  proves  that  my  efforts  to  propagate  the  teach- 
ing of  this  art  have  been  crowned  with  success.  The  results  obtained  by 
some  female  teachers  have  astonished  me.  I  have  seen  plans  and  drawings 
perfectly  executed  by  young  children. 

Penmanship  has  made  remarkable  progress,  and  1  attribute  this  to  the 
study  of  drawing  and  the  Langlais  series  of  copy-books. 
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The  importance  of  maps,  without  which  it  is  impossible  to  teach  geo- 
graphy, has  also  been  understood.  All  the  schools  are  now  supplied  with 
them. 

If  there  has  been  an  improvement,  does  it  mean  that  we  are  to  fold  our 
arms  and  do  nothing  ?  No,  certainly  not.  There  are  still  many  needed 
reforms.  If  the  majority  of  the  female  teachers  understand  their  duty, 
there  are  still  a  great  many  who  fill  the  position  only  while  waiting  for  a 
better  one,  or  who  are  incompetent;  To  what  is  this  due,  if  not  to  engage- 
ments at  greatly  reduced  prices?  This  evil  still  exists  in  many  municipa- 
lities; provided  the  salary  given  is  small,  competence  is  of  no  account 
whatever.  So  long  as  the  government  does  fix  a  minimum  for  salaries, 
the  instruction  of  youth  will  be  fettered  by  these  engagements  at  reduced 
prices. 

The  furniture  in  the  school-houses  has  been  considerably  improved ; 
good  forms  with  backs,  proportioned  to  the  age  and  size  of  the  children, 
have  replaced  the  old  forms,  and  almost  all  the  schools  are  supplied  with 
tables  and  desks  combined. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  unable  to  state  that  perceptible  improvements  have 
been  made  in  the  building  of  school-houses.  Generally  speaking,  they  are 
too  small,  badly  ventilated,  and  insufficiently  lighted.  I  have  been  particu- 
larly careful  to  see  that  the  new  buildings  are  constructed  in  such  a  way  as  to 
secure  comfort,  endeavoring  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  department. 
The  system  of  leasing  is  still  in  use  in  too  many  municipalities,  and  what  }b 
worthy  of  notice  is,  that  it  is  especially  in  municipalities  where  tax-payers 
are  well  to  do,  that  this  system,  so  injurious  to  the  interests  of  children  and 
tax-payers,  is  unfortunately  prevalent. 

I  have  nothing  but  praise  to  bestow  upon  the  various  school  commis- 
sions of  my  district, ;  all  the  commissioners  displayed  great  kindness  in  my 
behalf,  and  a  disposition  to  favor  the  improvements  or  changes  which  I 
suggested  to  them. 

If  some  municipalities  are  backward  and  have  not  yet  complied  with 
all  the  requirements  of  the  school  law,  it  is  owing,  not  to  unwillingness, 
but  to  the  i>overty  of  the  tax-payers.    In  this  respect,  I  beg  to  specially 
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recommend  the  municipalities  of  Maillouz,  St.  Magloire  and  Armagh,  in  the 
county  of  Bellechasse, — St.  Cyrille,  Ste.  Perp6tue,  St.  Benoit,  St.  Damase, 
and  St  Pamphile  in  the  county  of  I'lslet, — ^and  of  St.  Paul  de  Montminy,  in 
the  county  of  Montmagny ;  it  will  be  an  impossibility  for  these  municipali- 
ties  to  maintain  their  schools  properly  if  they  do  not  receive  liberal  aid  from 
the  goremment. 

Before  concluding,  I  beg  to  give  the  names  of  female  teachers  who 
most  distinguished  themselves  during  the  year  1881-82. 

Of  the  female  teachers  in  model  schools,  those  who  have  most  distin- 
guished themselves  are  Misses  Adele  Richard,  of  St.  Jean  Port  Joli,  and 
D6lima  Legros,  of  St.  Roch  des  Aulnets.  Of  the  teachers  in  primary  schools, 
those  who  are  the  most  meritorious  and  the  best,  are  Misses  Eugenie  Be- 
langer,  of  St.  Jean  Port  Joli,  Z.  Leclerc,  of  St.  Eugene,  Z6phirine  Martineau, 
of  St.  Michel,  M^lanie  Cdt6  and  Domitile  Paquet,  of  St.  Charles,  Hermine 
Tanguay,  Marie  La  Brie,  Arthemise  Lemieux  and  Sophie  Toussaint,  of  St. 
Gervais,  Philomene  Dutil,  of  St.  Lazare,  D^lima  Boutin,  of  St.  Fran9ois,  Marie 
Talbot,  of  Cap  St.  Ignace,  C6lina  Caron  and  Odile  Morin,  of  St.  Aubert, 
and  Justine  Lizotte,  Ste.  Louise. 

Miss  Anne  Belanger,  directress  of  the  model  school  at  St  Yalier,  is  also 
deserving  of  honorable  mention. 

Mr.  Am6d6e  Tanguay  is  the  able  director  of  the  college  at  St.  Michel ; 
under  his  management  the  pupils  are  improving  greatly  and  can  qualify 
themselves  to  fill  good  positions  in  business  houses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  P.  L.  SIMARD. 
School  Ifispedor 
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MR.  STENSON. 
( Translation.) 

Shbbbrooke,  Sept.  20,  1882. 

Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  my  annual  report  upon  the  state  of 
education  in  my  district  for  the  year  ending  the  SOth  of  June  last.  My 
statistical  table  accompanies  this  report. 

It  is  to  be  noticed  that  my  statistical  table  does  not  include  the  pupils 
of  the  Sherbrooke  seminary,  in  which  the  classical  course  is  preceded  by  a 
complete  commercial  course,  or  the  academies  for  girls  at  Sherbrooke, 
Wotton,  St.  Ferdinand  d'Halifax  and  Hereford. 

Being  without  official  reports  from  these  institutions,  I  do  not  consider 
myself  authorized  to  demand  the  necessary  details  from  the  authorities  in 
order  to  enter  them  in  my  statistics ;  on  the  contrary,  I  do  not  think  that 
these  institutions  should  even  appear  in  the  reports  of  the  school  inspectors, 
since  those  in  charge  of  them  are  bound  to  furnish  the  respective  reports. 

I  believe,  however,  that  such  figures  are  given  in  the  statistical  tables 
of  several  of  my  colleagues,  and  if  this  proceeding  is  regular  I  shall  take 
pleasure  in  including  in  my  statistical  table  all  the  higher  educational  insti- 
tutions in  my  district.  I  am  already,  convinced  that  I  would  have  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  all  the  required  information  from  the  authorities 
competent  to  give  them,  for .  although  I  have  had  no  intercourse  officially 
with  these  corporations,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  whenever  my 
occupations  have  allowed  me  to  visit  these  institutions,  as  a  friend  of  edu- 
cation, my  welcome  has  ever  been  a  most  hearty  one ;  and  if  I  do  not  more 
frequently  visit  these  institutions,  which  are  all  admirably  well  kept,  it  is 
neither  for  want  of  being  invited,  nor  because  I  do  not  take  the  highest  in- 
terest in  them,  but  only  because  I  have  already  too  much  to  do  in  the 
immense  territory  comprised  within  my  district  of  inspection. 
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I  think  it  will  be  to  the  purpose  to  insert  here  a  comparison  between 
the  state  of  education  in  this  district,  in  the  year  1867,  when  my  report  was 
for  the  first  time  published  separately  from  that  of  my  colleague,  Mr.  Hub- 
bard, and  during  the  year  which  ended  last  June. 
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From  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  municipalities 
has  almost  doubled,  whilst  the  number  of  schools  in  operation,  and  the 
number  of  pupils  attending  these  schools,  has  more  than  doubled  during- 
the  last  fifteen  years.  With  respect  to  the  subjects  taught,  it  is  well  to  remark 
that  in  1867  there  was  not  a  single  pupil  learning  book-keeping,  while 
during  the  year  just  ended  there  were  378  such  pupib. 

Agriculture  was  taught  to  8  pupils  in  1867,  and  to  497  in  1882. 

Industrial  drawing  had  not  yet  been  introduced  in  1867,  and  last  year 
it  was  taught  to  1544  pupils. 

In  other  branches  the  difference  is  not  so  marked,  and  I  consider  that  this 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  great  number  of  the  recently  established  schools  have 
been  opened  in  new  municipalities,  where  the  pupils  are  mostly  in  their 
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first  year  of  attendance.  In  addition  to  this  increase  in  the  schools  under 
the  control  of  commissioners  or  trustees,  I  have  great  satisfaction,  in  ob- 
serving that  superior  education  has  kept  pace  with  the  general  progress  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  • 

In  1867  the  Sherbrooke  industrial  college  famished  a  commercial  educa" 
tion  to  90  pupils ;  this  year  the  number  of  pupils  attending  the  commercial 
and  classical  courses  at  the  seminary,  which  has  replaced  the  industrial  coU 
lege,  is,  I  understand,  nearly  800.  There  was  then  but  one  convent  in  the 
whole  district ;  now  there  are  four.  All  these  institutions  are  in  a  flourishing 
state,  and  render  invaluable  services  to  society  by  giving  a  Christian  and 
snitable  education  to  a  great  number  of  young  girls,  and  by  preparing  a 
good  number  of  female  teachers,  competent,  and  qualified,  especially  on 
the  score  of  morals  and  religion,  to  take  the  guidance  of  our  common 
shools. 

I  am  also  pleased  to  have  to  say  that  the  salaries  of  the  female  teachers, 
although  still  much  below  what  they  should  be,  have  generally  been  in- 
creased ;  and  it  is  evident  that  they  will  be  further  increased  next  year, 
for  there  are  few  municipalities  in  this  district  which  are  not  still  looking 
out  for  female  teachers  to  open  their  schools,  but  they  are  not  to  be  had  for 
the  salaries  heretofore  paid. 

There  is  also  great  improvement  in  the  class  of  school-houses  and  of 
fomiture.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  see,  even  in  settlements  hardly  yet  formed, 
that  the  school-house  is  tmilt  in  a  comfortable  and  appropriate  manner,  and 
that  the  appearance  of  misery  and  privation,  which  formerly  seemed  to 
show  itself  among  the  settlers,  is  no  longer  visible.  This  is  doubtless 
due,  in  great  measure,  to  the  great  facilities  furnished  by  the  net-work  of 
railways  which  traverse  our  Eastern  Townships  in  every  direction. 

Ordinary  waggon-roads  are  also  much  better  made  at  the  very  begin- 
ning of  a  settlement  than  they  formerly  were,  yet  in  some  localities  they 
we  still  far  from  perfect. 

I  might  make  a  multitude  of  observations  with  reference  to  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  during  the  last  fifteen  years,  but  the  limits  of  the 
report  do  not  admit  of  lengthy  details  on  this  point.     I  beg  you,  however. 
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to  notice  the  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  schools  in  this  district  since 
the  30th  of  June,  1878. 

For  many  years  I  was  entrusted  with  the  inspection  of  the  Catholic 
schools,  in  the  county  of  Megantic  and  part  of  the  county  of  Beauce,  in 
addition  to  those  in  the  district  of  St.  Francis.  In  1877,  in  consequence  of 
the  appointment  of  four  new  school  inspectors,  a  portion  of  my  district  was 
detached  and  erected  into  a  new  district,  and  I  was  then  left  with  my  pre* 
sent  district,  less,  however,  the  municipalities  of  St.  Ferdinand  and  Ste. 
Sophie,  in  the  county  of  Megantic,  and  those  of  Lambton,  St.  Sebastien,  St. 
Samuel,  and  Ste.  Agnes,  in  the  county  of  Beauce,  which  you  have  since 
ordered  me  to  take  charge  of  once  more. 

I  apj>end  the  statistics  for  those  two  years : 
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Deducting  from  the  increase  of  municipalitifis  and  pupils  the  five 
municipalities  of  the  counties  of  Megantic  and  Beauce,  with  their  pupils, 
numbering  984,  there  remains  for  the  counties  of  the  district  of  St.  Francis, 
an  increase,  in  four  years,  of  7  municipalities  and  967  pupils. 

I  shall  now  review  the  school  year  which  ended  on  the  80th  of  June 
last. 

Reference  having  been  made,  at  the  beginning  of  this  report,  to  the 
great  extent  of  territory  comprised  in  my  district  of  inspection,  it  is  proper 
to  give  an  approximate  idea  of  its  extent  and  composition. 

The  judicial  district  of  St.  Francis,  composed  of  the  city  of  Sherbrooke, 
the  counties  of  Compton,  Richmond,  Wolfe,  and  Stanstead,  is,  with  the  ex* 
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ception  of  Stanstead,  comprised  in  my  district  I  have  also  the  municipalities 
of  Lambton,  Aylmer,  St.  Samuel,  and  Ste.  Agnds,  in  the  county  of  Beauce, 
and  those  of  Ste.  Sophie  and  St.  Ferdindud,  in  the  county  of  Megantic. 

In  this  extent  of  country  there  are  about  400  schools  under  the  control 
of  commissioners  and  trustees,  and  of  this  number  there  are  163  within  my 
jurisdiction,  the  others  being  divided  between  my  twoProtestant  colleagues, 
Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Thompson. 

For  each  visit  I  make  to  the  schools  in  my  district,  I  require  to  drive" 
1550  miles.  I  cannot  avail  myself  of  the  various  railways  which  traverse 
the  country,  owing  to  the  difficulty  and  very  great  expense  of  getting  a 
vehicle  at  each  place  to  drive  to  the  several  schools  in  each  municipality. 

During  the  past  year,  fair  general  progress  has  been  made  in  most  of 
the  schools,  as  you  may  see  by  the  bulletins  for  each  school,  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  forward  you. 

There  has  been  great  Improvement  in  the  furniture,  but  there  still  is  a 
great  deal  to  do  before  the  desired  standard  is  reached.  It  is  easy  to  under- 
stand that  it  should  be  so  in  a  country  where  colonization  is  rather  rapid, 
and  where  nothing  has  yet  attained  perfection.  G-reat  defects  will  continue 
to  exist  in  teaching  as  long  as  teachers  have  not  the  benefit  of  a  few  lec^sons 
in  the  art. 

As  regards  the  teaching  of  grammar,  my  statistical  table  shows  that  I 
insist  upon  making  children  understand  grammar  by  teaching  them 
parsing  from  the  very  outset.  The  system  of  learning  like  parrots  is 
aboUshed  whenever  I  discover  it. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  geography,  718,  and  of  pupils  in  history,  796, 
do  not  exactly  balance,  although  these  two  subjects  should  be  studied 
I      simultaneously  ;  but  the  difference  is  so  slight  that  I  hope  to  have  complete 
success,  in  this  respect,  before  long. 

I  still  hope  to  be  able  to  realize  my  project  of  forming  into  an  associa- 
tion the  teachers  of  both  sexes,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  of  giving 
them,  at  their  meetings,  the  benefit  of  a  short  course  in  the  art  of  teaching. 
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The  Catholic  school  board  of  the  city  of  Sherbrooke  has  carried  ont 
its  intention  of  endowing  the  city  with  good  school-houses.  The  North 
And  East  wards  were  already  provided  with  them  last  year.  In  the  Central 
ward  a  splendid  new  brick  building  was  opened  this  year.  It  is  occupied 
by  seven  Fathers  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  who  have  already  opened  classes  for 
about  three  hundred  pupils.  The  upper  story  is  to  be  made  into  a  chax>el, 
where  the  pupils  will  attend  religious  services  on  Sundays. 

It  is  probable  that  next  year,  each  of  the  schools  in  the  North  and 
East  wards,  will  have  the  advantage  of  having  one  of  the  reverend  Fathers 
to  teach  the  boys  in  those  wards. 

The  board  of  trustees,  of  the  town  of  lUchmond,  have  erected  a 
handsome  school-house  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
those  who  have  shown  so  much  zeal  and  self-sacrifice  in  establishing  this 
school  upon  a  proi>er  footing,  will  have  the  right  to  congratulate  themselves 
upon  the  results  achieved,  and  that  a  gratifying  success  will  compensate 
them  for  their  trouble.  The  upper  story  of  this  building  is  very  well 
finished,  and  forms  a  magnificent  hall,  to  be  used  for  the  public  examina- 
tions of  the  classes.  In  consideration  of  the  payment  of  a  suitable  rent  to 
the  school  board,  the  St.  Jean  Bapiiste  society  is  to  hold  its  meetings 
in  this  hall. 

I  regret  to  have  to  inform  you,  that  sickness,  which  confined  me  to  the 
house  for  six  consecutive  weeks,  last  winter,  interfered  considerably  with 
my  visits  to  the  schools  ;  but  as  this  is  the  first  time,  during  the  seventeen 
years  I  have  been  school  inspector,  hat  I  have  been  delayed  by  such  a 
cause,  I  think  I  need  not  complain,  and  hope  that  it  will  be  overlooked. 

Excellent  results  have  been  obtained  by  introducing  into  the  schools 
the  journals  and  rolls,  a  plan  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  last  year. 
Besides  the  facility  which  the  journal  affords  to  inspectors  and  other  school 
visitors,  to  see  the  improvement  of  the  pupils,  the  columns  for  good  marks 
cause  great  rivalry  among  the  pupils,  for  they  fnrnish  the  record  of  their 
*  standing  during  the  year,  and  regulate  the  distribution  of  the  prizes. 

I  have,  this  year,  inaugurated  a  new  system  of  distributing  prizes, 
which    consists   in  leaving  in  charge  of  the  teachers,  in  each  school. 
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apon  my  first  visit,  a  certain  number  of  books  to  be  given  out  as  prizes, 
when  my  next  visit  takes  place.  I  keep  myself  posted  as  to  the  most  needed 
reforms  and  the  requirements  which  should  be  met,  and  I  then  inform  both 
the  teacher  and  the  pupils  of  the  conditions  upon  which  these  prizes  are  to 
be  won. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


M.  T.  STENSON, 
School  Inspector. 


MR.  TETKAULT. 
[Translation.] 

LouiSKViLLE,  Sept  20,  1882. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools 
in  my  district  of  inspection,  for  the  year  ended  on  the  first  of  July  last. 

I  have  twice  visited  all  the  schools  under  my  c<mtrol,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  eighteen,  which  I  have  been  unable  to  visit  more  than  once. 

My  grand  statistical  table,  already  sent  you,  shows  a  further  decrease 
in  the  number  of  pupils  attending  school  during  the  year.  This  decrease, 
which  this  year  amounts  to  seventy-two,  relates  exclusively  to  the  pupils 
in  the  higher  institutions. 

There  are  two  model  schools  more  than  last  year ;  that  at  St.  Ursule, 
the  establishment  of  which  has  been  so  long  impeded,  and  the  other  at 
Maskinong6.  The  first  has  given  general  satisfaction,  and  this  has  contri- 
buted greatly  to  cause  the  troubles  attending  its  foundation  to  be  forgotten,and 
to  the  restoration  of  peace  in  the  parish.  The  second,  owing  to  unavoidable 
circumstances,  has  changed  hands  three  times  within  the  year,  and  has  not 
been  able,  in  consequence  of  the  changes,  to  do  all  the  good  expected  of  it. 
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For  the  year  just  begun,  the  services  of  a  young  teacher  have  been  engaged, 
and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  he  will  make  the  school  a  success. 

The  six  other  model  schools  have  continued  to  give  general  satisfaction, 
though  I  must  except  those  of  Louiseville  and  St.  Severe.  The  latter  is  as 
yet  nothing  more  than  a  very  ordinary  primary  school.  However,  I  count 
upon  a  change  for  the  better  being  made.  The  refusal  of  a  grant  from  the 
superior  education  fund,  which  the  municipality  has  deservedly  experienced, 
has  produced  a  good  effect :  the  teacher  was  immediately  changed,  and  a 
good  teacher,  who  has  been  teaching  several  years,  was  engaged.  As 
to  the  school  at  Louiseville,  it  has  unfortunately  been  neglected  during 
the  last  six  months,  to  such  an  extent  that  the  pupils  have  absolutely  lost 
their  time,  to  say  nothing  more.  In  this  instance  also,  the  teacher  has  been 
replaced  by  another  of  several  years  standing. 

With;  reference  to  the  primary  schools,  progress  has,  with  some  ex- 
ceptions, been  satisfactory  enough,  if  we  consider  the  slight  encouragement 
which  teachers  receive. 

I  still  find  several  schools  of  an  inferior  class,  that  is  to  say  in  which 
the  only  things  taught  are  reading,  writing,  the  catechism,  and  a  smatter- 
ing of  the  first  four  rules  of  arithmetic.  An  attempt  is  made,  it  is  true,  to 
teach  also  a  little  of  the  other  subjects  on  the  list,  but  it  is  only  a  pretence. 
Such  schools  will  always  exist  so  long  as  it  is  attempted  to  get  teachers  for 
nothing  and  so  long  as  those  tendering  their  services  for  the  lowest  amount 
are  accepted. 

As  regards  writing,  I  no  longer  allow  anybody  to  use  headings  other 
than  the  printed  ones.  In  this  way  satisfactory  progress  is  made  every- 
where, and  I  can  say  that  this  branch  of  education  is  fairly  good,  even  in 
the  most  middliiig  schools. 

There  is  progress  in  arithmetic,  but  not  as  much  as  could  be  desired 
when  we  consider  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  education,  and  its  use- 
fulness for  everybody  without  exception.  Several  female  teachers,  other- 
wise educated  and  able,  are  not  sufficiently  up  in  this  subject.  This  is  the 
weak  feature  of  most  of  our  schools  kept  by  female  teachers. 
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With  respect  to  drawing,  work  has  been  bravely  begun  everywhere ; 
and  if  the  endeavors  of  the  teachers  have  not  yet  produced  very  noticeable 
results,  we  should  nevertheless  be  satisfied  with  those  that  have  been  made 
when  we  remember  that  the  majority  of  teachers  had  never  learnt  this 
branch.  There  is  an  increase  of  nearly  one  hundred  in  the  number  of 
pupils  learning  drawing,  and  it  is  taught  better  than  formerly. 

A  step  has  been  taken  in  book-keeping,  especially  in  primary  schools ; 
there  is  an  increase  of  nearly  two  hundred  pupils  in  this  branch. 

There  is  apparently  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  arithmetic, 
mental  arithmetic  and  agriculture.  The  reason  of  this  difference  is  that  I 
have  been  more  exacting  than  formerly,  and  have  not  deemed  it  proper  to 
include  in  my  statistics,  as  I  used  to  do,  pupils  only  entering  upon  these 
subjects. 

The  schools  are  everywhere,  except  in  some  instances,  supplied  with 
maps,  chalk  and  a  blackboard,  that  indispensable  accessory  to  every  good 
school. 

The  furniture  is  gradually  improving,  and  the  necessary  expenses  for 
this  purpose  are  readily  incurred  ;  but  it  frequently  happens  that  this  fur- 
niture is  constructed  upon  a  badly  devised  model,  and  that  its  usefulness 
is  not  always  proportioned  to  its  cost. 

Six  school-houses  have  been  entirely  rebuilt,  and,  this  time,  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  law.  I  have  put  a  stop  to  the  subterfuge  for 
evading  the  law,  which  consisted  in  buyingready-built  hou  ses  not  having 
the  required  dimensions 

Ten  other  houses  have  undergone  extensive  repairs.      I  have  taken 

advantage  of  the  circumstance  to  have  them  enlarged,  by  increasing  their 

length  and  height  between  the  floors,  so  as  to  render  them  suitable.    This 

is  not  done  without  giving  rise  to  grumbling  and  discontent ;  but  as  1  am 

not  obliged  to  please  anyone,  I  remain  firm,  and  the  grumblers  finally 

yield.    With  vigilance  and  firmness,  it  would  be  possible  in  a  few  years, 

to  effect  the  removal  of  all  those  unhealthy  school-houses  in  which  the 

strongest  teacher  cannot  with  impunity  spend  several  years  in  the  exercise 

of  his  calling. 

10 
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Teachers  are  now  paid  regularly  everywhere,  according  to  the  terms 
of  their  engagement,  that  is  to  say,  twice  a  year.  But  here  again  a  reform 
might  be  effected  which,  although  costing  nothing,  would  nevertheless  be 
a  great  advantage  to  the  teachers.  I  mean  to  say  that  teachers  should  be 
paid  every  two  months,  or  every  month,  as  is  done  in  the  case  of  public 
employees.  These  useful  servants  of  the  public  receive  too  little  pay  to 
wait  so  long  for  it.  The  smallness  of  their  salary  is  an  imperative  reason 
for  adopting  a  different  system  of  payment  from  that  at  present  in  force.  All 
that  is  required  is  a  little  more  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners 
in  collecting  the  school  taxes  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Pupils  are  everywhere  as  a  rule  well  supplied  with  what  they  require 
at  school.  When  the  Book  Depository  was  established,  twelve  municipali- 
ties out  of  twenty-one  began  to  supply  books  to  the  children  without 
charge,  and  have  continued  this  good  system  with  which  everybody  is  sat- 
isfied. Most  of  the  other  municipalities  are  content  to  buy  these  supplies 
and  hand  them  over  to  the  teachers  to  re-sell  to  the  children  at  cost  price. 
The  first  system  is  much  to  be  preferred  to  the  other,  but  the  latter  is  not 
without  its  utility. 

Strictly  speaking  I  have  no  longer  any  municipalities  in  arrears  for 
assessments. 

The  Secretary-Treasurers  have  kept  their  accounts  honestly  and  fairly 
well,  with  the  exception  of  one  whom  I  have  found  to  be  indebted  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  to  whom  I  believe  I  dre^w^ 
your  attention  in  my  bulletins.  His  sureties  have  had  to  pay  for  him.  If 
they  have  not  already  done  so  when  my  next  visit  takes  place,  I  shall  im- 
mediately notify  you. 

Before  closing  I  will  mention  the  names  of  the  teachers  of  both  sexes, 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  the  most  during  the  year.    They  are 

Messrs.    Maurice  Del6glise,   at  Maskinong^;   Godfroi  Caron  and  Ernest 

Magnan,  at  Riviere  du  Loup,  and  Bruno  Ghagnon,  at  St.  Ursule.    Among 

the  female  teachers  they  are  Misses  Clara  B6chard,  Philomene  Jalbert  and 

Marie  Y oisard,  at  Riviere  du  Loup ;  Olive  Lefebvre,  at  St.  Justin ;  Elise 

Laperridre,  at  Shawinigan ;  Elise  Daveluy,  at  Pointe  du  Lac,  and  Mrs.  Marie 

Pepin,  at  St.  Elie. 
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Such  are  the  remarks  which  I  have  deemed  it  right  to  add  to  the  in- 
formation contained  in  the  bulletins  which  I  transmitted  to  yon  during  the 
year. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

AMB.  TBTRAULT, 

School  Inspector. 


MK.  THOMPSON. 

Leeds,  llih  July,  1882. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  enclosed  statistical  table  with  my 
annual  report  for  the  year  ending  June  80th,  1882. 

'  No  great  changes  have  taken  place,  but  I  am  happy  in  being  able  to 

state  that  much  progress  has  been  made  in  the  majority  of  the  schools  in 
this  district  during  the  year. 

There  were  in  operation  this  year  seventy-nine  schools  attended  by 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifteen  pupils  ;  one  thousand  and  ninety 
one  boys  and  one  thousand  and  twenty-four  girls.  The  average  attend^ 
ance  during  the  winter  months  was  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  five. 
Eighteen  of  these  schools  were  kept  open  only  part  of  the  year. 

These  seventy-nine  schools  are  distributed  over  my  district,  as  follows : 
Forty  six  are  in  the  county  of  Megantic  ;  twenty  five  in  Oompton ;  three 
)      in  Wolfe ;  three  in  Dorchester,  and  two  in  the  county  of  Beauce. 

Generally  si>eaking,  the  teachers  have  been  diligent  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  and  have  in  most  of  the  schools  done  good  work. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  staff  of  elementary  teachers  in  this  dis- 
trict has  very  much  improved  during  the  last  few  years. 
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A  large  number  of  them  have  been  ixained  at  the  Inverness  Academy 
which  has  been  ably  conducted  for  the  last  four  years.  A  good  number 
are  pupils  of  the  McG-iU  Normal  School. 

This  improvement  is  largely  owing  to  the  amended  regulations  for 
granting  diplomas  by  the  different  Boards  of  Examiners. 

•  I  would  wish  to  see  yet  another  reform  in  these  regulations  and  one 
which  was  recommended  by  the  convention  of  Protestant  teachers  lately 
held  in  Sherbrooke :  that  the  written  papers  of  the  different  candidates 
should  be  examined  and  decided  upon  by  a  central  committee  and  not  by 
each  Board  as  heretofore. 

There  are  in  this  district  eleven  male  teachers  and  sixty-eight  female 
teachers.    They  are  all  with  only  one  exception  provided  with  diplomas. 

The  school-houses  in  this  district  are  being  considerably  improved. 
An  excellent  one  has  been  lately  built  in  the  municipality  of  Inverness. 

The  School  Commissioners  of  this  municipality  have  also  furnished 
their  schools  with  the  improved  patent  seats.  I  trust  that  other  Boards  of 
School  Commissioners  wUl  follow  their  example  before  the  expiration  of 
another  year.  I  have  still  to  regret  that  the  elementary  schools  are  not  pro- 
I>erly  supplied  with  maps,  without  which  geography  cannot  be  success- 
fully taught. 

There  are  four  superior  schools  in  this  district,  viz :  The  model  schools 
of  Leeds  village.  Maple  Qrove  and  Scotstown,  and  the  academy^  at  Inver- 
ness. 

I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  examine  these  schools  this  year  as 
they  have  been  inspected  and  reported  by  professor  Weir,  inspector  of  model 
schools  and  academies. 

The  best  elementary  schools  in  this  district  are  those  taught  by  Mr. 
Gheorge  Murray  and  Miss  Catherine  McKillop,  of  Inverness,  Mr.  John 
Parker  and  Misses  Mary  Kerr,  Margaret  Allan  and  Mary  Ann  Thompson, 
of  Leeds,  Miss  Margaret  Ross,  of  Tingwick,  and  Miss  Anna  M.  Cameron. 
Stomoway. 


/■ 
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By  special  request  I  visited  the  Protestant  school  on  the  Kennebec 
road,  municipality  of  Liniere,  on  the  14th  of  January  last.  I  have  already 
sent  you  a  report  of  this  school. 

I  have  also  been  authorized  to  inspect  once  a  year  the  Protestant  schools 
of  the  county  of  Lotbiniere.  I  will  make  this  inspection  as  soon  as  possible 
and  report  to  you. 

Statement  of  the  number  of  pupils  studying  each  branch  of  education  as 
compared  with  last  year. 


1880-81 


1881-82 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Number  of  municipalities 

"        schools  in  operation 

^         Pupils 

Average  attendance 

-^'mnber  of  pupils  writing 

"         learning  Arithmetic 

"  u         Mental  Arithmetic 

"  "         Book-keeping .... 

"  »         Mathematics 

^  |<         Mensuration 

"  «         English  Grammar. 

**  «*         French  " 

'*  "         Analysis.  ••• 

"  "         Composition 

"         Geography....... 

"  4^         History 

"         Drawing 

'^'amber  of  dissentient  schools 

Pupils 

^'«"^e  attendance 


20 

77 

2111 

1649 

1373 

1305 

760 

173 

62 

15 

668 

64 

144 

357 

806 

702 

146 

10 

235 

176 


20 

79 

2  m 

1^5 

1417 

1348 

993 

110 

81 

36 

686 

70 

172 

378 

816 

642 

43 

8 

209 

140 


54 


43 


233 


19 
21 
18 

16 
28 


10 


44 


63 


#60 

102 

2 

26 

36 
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By  referring  to  the  above  statement  yon  will  see  that  although  there 
are  more  schools  in  operation  this  year  than  last^  the  average  attendance 
has  diminished. 

This  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  disease  in  the 
townships  of  Leeds  and  Inverness  which  necessitated  the  closing  of  several 
of  the  schools  for  some  time. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  number  of  pupils  studying  mental  Arith- 
metic  this  year  has  increased  to  nine  hundred  and  ninety  three,  being  two 
hundred  and  thirty  three  over  the  number  given  last  year. 

The  number  studying  drawing  has  decreased  since  last  year  by  one 
hundred  and  two. 

Very  few  of  the  teachers  care  to  teach  drawing  in  their  schools,  they 
having  never  learned  it  themselves. 

Hoping  that  the  foregoing  along  with  the  statistical  report  and  bulle- 
tins of  inspection  will  m  sufficient  to  give  a  good  idea  of  the  state  of  the 
Ahools  in  this  district. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

WM.  THOMPSON, 

School  inspector. 
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MR.  TREMBLAY. 


[Translation,] 


County  of  Q-Aspfi, 
Ste.  Adelaide  de  Pabos,  August  21,  1882. 


SlE, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  education  in  the 
county  of  Graspe  for  the  two  half  years  of  1881-82. 

The  school  year  just  ended  has  been  devoted  by  me  exclusively  to 
caring  for  and  looking  after  the  schools,  especially  in  that  almost  imprac- 
ticable portion  of  the  coast  between  Fox  River  and  Ste.  Anne  des  Monts, 
one  hundred  miles,  where  the  school-houses  can  be  built  and  kept  open 
only  by  continual  self  sacrifice  and  abnegation  on  the  part  of  the  missionary 
and  a  few  rare  persons.  I  do  not  complain  in  my  own  interest,  or  for  my 
own  future,  which  cannot  be  a  long  one ;  but  I  do  complain  most  strongly, 
as  I  am  bound  to  do,  with  regard  to  all  those  children,  deprived  of  means, 
deprived  of  schools,  wallowing  in  lamentable  ignorance,  all  for  the  love 
of  a  few  dollars  which  it  is  urgent  not  to  take  away,  but  to  add  to  the 
supplementary  aid  fund,  by  which  means  the  number  of  schools,  instead 
of  diminishing,  would  increase  in  proportion  to  the  most  immediate  wants. 
Besides,  the  books  approved  of  would  be  uniformly  distributed.  The 
Book  Depository  had  indeed  a  tendency  to  uniformity,  but  being  unpo- 
pular, it  was  suddenly  done  away  with  before  maturity.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  certain  corporations  will  show  their  preference  for  the  abolished  sys- 
tem by  purchasing  their  books  themselves  ;  but  after  all,  each  of  them,  if 
not  each,  rate-payer,  will  always  have  a  separate  book-seller  or  merchant. 
At  the  present  moment  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  a  good  number  of  schods 
where  pupils,  equally  advanced  and  sufficiently  supplied  with  books, 
cannot  read  together ;  each  of  them  is  taught  almost  separately. 

For  many  reasons,  I  would  view  with  satisfaction  the  appointment 
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of  an  inspector  general,  who  would  share,  inquire  into,  and,  if  necessary, 
enforce  the  labors  of  the  special  inspector. 

It  is  evident  that  school  boards  might  be  advantageously  reduced 
to  three  members,  a  most  judicious  way  of  simplifying  the  already  compli- 
cated machinery  of  the  administration  and  making  it  more  rapid  without 
diminishing  its  authority. 

With  reference  to  your  last  circular  to  inspectors,  concerning  the  im- 
portant question  of  the  engagement  of  teachers,  I  have  caused  an  extract  to 
be  printed  and  several  copies  to  be  distributed  in  each  municipality,  with  a 
request  to  the  secretaries  to  carefully  preserve  these  instructions  in  the 
archives  of  their  respective  corporations  for  reference  when  and  where 
required.  The  main  purpose  of  this  circular  is,  in  so  far  as  is  possible,  to 
remove  the  numerous  difficulties,  even  the  suits  which  arise  with  wonder- 
fdl  faciUty  in  connection  with  engagements. 

A  long  term  of  engagement  (5  years)  would  necessarily  have  a  good 

effect,  when  made  with  a  teacher  who  has  the  proper  vocation  ;  he  would 

then  be  a  real  acquisition ;  at  all  events  the  proposal  has  in  view  a  com- 
mendable reform  :  that  of  causing  corporations  to  be  more  in  earnest,  more 

carefcd  as  to  engagements  which  would  then  be  an  act  of  high  importance. 
For,  before  signing  articles,  the  corporations  would  doubtless,  in  order  to 
prevent  all  mistakes,  have  the  good  sense  to  be  guided  either  by  the  curi 
or  by  the  principals  and  professors  of  Normal  schools.  Besides,  it  cannot 
l>e  concealed,  that  teachers  usually  come  provided  with  a  diploma  certi- 
fying to  their  possession  of  the  necessary  scientific  attainments.  This  is 
practically  as  much  as  authority  can  do ;  but  it  is  far  from  those  special 
qualifications  which  make  and  mark  the  true  teacher:  knowledge,  and 
skill  in  imparting  it. 

In  1881,  upon  receipt  of  the  little  sheet  styled  FEnseignemeni  Primaire, 
I  wrote  as  follows  to  the  secretaries  of  municipalities :  "  I  hereby  request 
"  that  you  will  let  me  know  which  of  your  teachers  have  received 
**  with  most  eagerness  that  useful  and  unassuming  little  paper  tEnseigne- 
"  ment  Primaire.  For  a  reason  very  readily  understood,  I  particularly  wish 
"  to  be  informed  of  this  undoubtedly  important  movement.  Certainly  there 
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"  is  no  teacher,  looking  at  the  eminently  useful  and  serious  side  of 
"  education,  who  would,  under  pretence  of  economy,  decline  to  receive  this 
"  fortnightly  publication." 

Want  of  qualifications  on  the  part  of  teachers,  is  the  great  danger. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  the  principal  cause  of  irregular  attendance, 
almost  the  sole  cause  of  deserted  schools.  Whoever  the  author,  whatever 
the. book  may  be,  it  is  he,  the  teacher,  the  living  book  who  speaks  and 
teaches  correct  and  complete  reading ;  who  is  preeminently  the  physical, 
intellectual,  and  moral  teacher,  the  school  par  excellence.  In  a  word, 
without  conscientious  preparatory  work  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  there  is 
no  success  to  be  obtained,  complaints  inevitably  follow,  and  a  reputation  is 
lost.  Let  our  Normal  schools  strive  with  increased  zeal  to  inculcate  this 
truth  in  the  minds  of  pupil-teachers. 

The  statistics,  bulletins  of  inspection,  and  especially  a  regular  corres- 
pondence in  support  of  this  report,  will,  I  hope,  make  amends  for  its 
brevity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

THOMAS  TEEMBLAY, 

School  Inspector. 
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MR.  VIEN. 
( Trandation.) 


Lauzon,  August  22,  1882. 


Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  Bubmit  my  annual  report  for  my  district,  tc^ther 
with  my  grand  statistical  table. 

It  appears  by  this  table  that  there  is  an  increase  of  184  in  the  number 
of  those  who  attended  school  during  the  year.  Comparing  it  with  the  one 
for  last  year,  I  obtain  the  following  results  for  the  most  important  subjects 
of  the  official  curriculum : 


Omnmar 

HiBtoiy 

Arithmetic 

Book-keeping 

Geography 

Writing 

AgricQltnre 

Industrial  diawing 


1880-^1 


1409 

1070 

2900 

235 

706 

3119 

682 

545 


1881-82 


1578 

1204 

3215 

343 

817 

3358 

695 

581 


Incbiabb. 


169 
134 
315 
IDS 
112 
239 
IS 
36 


TEACmNG. 

As  usual,  the  religious  communities  in  my  district  have  given  me  great 
satisfaction.  In  these  institutions,  the  subjects  composing  the  curriculum 
are  very  numerous  and  well  taught ;  the  motto  adopted  being  one  which 
should  be  inscribed  in  the  most  conspicuous  place  in  every  school :  First, 
understand,  and  then  learn. 
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Another  of  these  institutions  has  been  opened  this  year,  at  St.  George 
d'Aubert  Q-allion.  It  is  a  large  and  spacious  edifice,  consisting  of  the  main 
Ibuilding  and  two  wings,  built  of  white  brick  and  surmounted  by  a  French 
roof  covered  with  tin, 

I  have  already  had  occasion  to  furnish  details  of  the  currictdum  there 
followed.  As  stated  in  my  bulletins,  I  was  fairly  astonished  at  the  pro* 
gress  made  during  the  year.  Instruction  and  education  walk  hand  in 
hand,  and  I  am  happy  to  offer  my  most  sincere  congratulations  to  the 
reyerend  ladies  who  conduct  this  school. 

In  the  primary  schools  in  my  district,  except  in  a  limited  number  of 
cases,  progress  has  been  slower  and  sometimes  there  has  been  none.  The 
system  of  reciting  by  heart,  without  explanations  either  before  or  after,  i» 
still  favored  by  too  many  female  teachers ;  everything  for  memory  and 
nothing  for  intelligence.  What  a  difference  there  is  between  the  results 
obtained  by  a  lesson  of  this  kind  and  by  one  given  according  to  the  most 
rational  and  natural  principles.  Taking  grammar  in  particular,  I  shall  cite 
the  opinion  of  Messrs  Brouard  et  Defodon  with  respect  to  the  teaching 
of  this  snbject : 

"  Every  lesson  in  grammar  comprises :  lo.  recitation  of  the  rule  or 
"  principle  explained  by  the  teacher  during  the  preceding  lesson ;  2o.  cor- 
"  rection  of  the  exercise  then  given ;  So.  giving  out  of  the  next  lesson ;  4o. 
"*  questions  by  the  teacher  to  assure  himself  that  his  explanations  have  been 
"  understood ;  5o.  giving  out  or  dictation  of  the  exercise." 

"  Exercises  are  always  corrected  on  the  black-board "    Therefore, 

of  the  six  things  absolutely  necessary  to  make  teaching  bear  fruit,  only  one 
is  made  use  of,  namely,  recitation. 

"  The  object  of  primary  education,"  says  Mr.  Gr6ard,  "  is  first  of  all, 
"  without  doubt,  to  inculcate  a  certain  number  of  positive  notions,  without 
'*  which  man  finds  himself,  as  has  been  said,  outside  the  pale  of  humanity. 
"  But  the  object  is  also,  at  the  same  time,  to  form  and  develop  the  common 
''  sense  and  moral  nature  of  the  child ;  common  sense,  by  the  exercise  of 
''  his  reasoning  powers,  his  moral  nature,  by  cultivating  all  the  good  feel- 
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''  ings,  all  the  high  instincts,  of  which  G-od  has  placed  the  germ  in  his 
''  heart." 

It  seems  to  me  impossible  tkat  the  common  sense  and  moral  nature 
of  any  pnpil  can  ever  be  developed  by  means  of  a  mere  recitation,  often 
unintelligible. 

'*  The  people  must  be  educated,"  said  another  friend  of  education, 
**  even  against  their  will,  if  necessary ;  this  is  the  philosoi>er's  stone  of  the 
"  future  of  our  province."  But  how  are  we  to  succeed  in  educating,  if  a 
great  number  of  those  who  are  charged  with  the  forpiation  of  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  youth  are  not  fitted  for  their  sublime  mission  ?  In  my  opinion, 
this  is  the  first  of  all  reforms  to  be  effected. 


School  Houses. 

A  large  number  of  school  houses  are  not  comfortable ;  they  are  not  even 
habitable  ;  most  of  them  are  unhealthy  ;  and  it  grieves  me  to  say  that  when 
new  buildings  are  required,  many  of  the  school  corporations  care 
very  little  for  the  by-laws  passed  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  or 
for  the  laws  of  hygiene.  When  it  is  feared  that  the  grant  will  be  with- 
held by  the  Department,  the  rate  payers  are  invited  to  erect  the  buildings 
themselves ;  a  plan  is  executed  as  soon  as  it  is  conceived. 


School  Furniture. 

Not  much  improvement.  It  is  composed  of  a  few  forms  without  backs, 
a  few  tables  and  a  black-board,  and  it  is  only  by  suspending  the  grant  that 
I  have  been  able  to  obtain  some  reforms. 

Payment  of  Teachers. 

In  many  municipalities,  the  commissioners  still  pay  the  teachers  irre* 
gularly,  and  the  latter  cannot  complain,  for  that  would  be  enough  to  cause 
their  dismissal. 

Our  system  of  education  needs  many  reforms  ;  what  did  very  well  for 
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the  organization  of  schools  has  become  a  useless  and  inoperative  piece  of 
machinery,  and,  as  a  friend  of  education,  I  venture  to  hope  that  the 
Grovemment  adopting  the  good  advice  of  The  Council  of  Public  Instruction, 
and  also  taking  advantage  of  the  great  experience  which  you  have  acquired 
during  many  years  spent  in  the  service  of  the  province,  will  remodel  our 
school  laws  so  as  secure  to  the  i>eople  prosperity  and  comfort  at  the  same 
time  as  knowledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

G.  S.  VIEN, 

School  Inspector. 
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LAVAL   NOEMAL   SCHOOL. 


[Translation.] 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  Laval  Normal  School. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  pupils  followed  the  course  during  the  school 
year  1881-82,  namely : 

41  male  pupil-teachers,  10  of  whom  were  day-boarders. 
66  female  pupil-teachers. 

114 

In  the  department  of  the  male  pupil-teachers,  42  finished  the  year. 

4  in  the  academy, 
19  in  the  first  division, 
19  in  the  second  division. 

42 

Of  this  number  80  received  diplomas : 

4  for  academies, 
16  for  model  schools, 

10  for  primary  schools. 
30 
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In  the  department  of  female  pnpil-teachers,  61  finished  the  year. 

28  in  the  first  division, 
23  in  the  second  division. 

51 

Of  this  number,  51  received  diplomas. 

28  for  model  schools, 
23  for  primary  schools. 

51 

To  resume : 

114  pupils  attended  the  school, 
93  finished  the  year, 
81  received  diplomas : 
4  for  academies, 
44  for  model  schools, 
38  for  primary  schools. 

81 

Three  hundred  and  thirty  two  children  attended  the  model  schools 
attached. 

116  boys, 
217  girls. 

332 

During  the  year  we  have  continued  to  practise  the  principles  which  I 
had  the  honor  of  explaining  in  my  previous  reports  and  which  may  be 
resumed  as  follows :  The  education  of  •hildren  by  the  development  of  their 
faculties,  and  the  development  of  their  faculties  by  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge. 
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Amongst  the  faculties  with  which  the  soul  of  man  has  been  endowed 
by  the  Creator,  there  are  two  whose  development  has  been  our  special 
care  and  unwearied  attention ;  I  mean  the  intelligence  and  the  will. 

Man  in  common  with  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdom  has  all  the 
advantages  of  physical  life  ,*  like  the  former  he  has  internal  and  external 
senses  by  means  of  which  he  becomes  aware  of  singular  and  concrete 
things.  But  he  has  his  own  proper  faculties  which  completely  distinguish 
him  from  them,  and  these  faculties  are  the  qualities  of  his  mind  and  heart. 
The  teacher  must  always  keep  these  in  view,  for  education  converges  on 
these  two  points.  The  soul  may  be  compared  to  an  ellipse,  the  two  focuses 
of  which  are  the  mind  and  heart. 

The  development  of  these  two  faculties  did  not  require  the  same  amount 
of  labor,  for,  as  a  rule,  when  our  pupils  come  to  us,  these  two  faculties  are 
not  evenly  balanced ;  moral  development  has  surpassed  that  of  the  intellect 
which  is  sometimes  tardy. 

This,  however,  is  easy  to  understand.  On  the  one  hand  the  pupils 
who  are  sent  us  every  year  belong  to  truly  christian  families  and  have 
been  brought  up  in  the  midst  of  a  highly  religious  population. 

The  words  of  the  priest  are  sacred  to  them  and  to  those  who  surround 
them,  and  as  it  always  encourages  to  do  good  it  naturally  follows  that  their 
education  is  above  all  a  moral  one.  It  is  on  this  account  that  they  are 
admitted  to  the  Normal  school,  where  they  cannot  enter  without  a  certi* 
ficate  of  good  moral  conduct  signed  by  the  cur^  himself.  It  is  easy  for  us 
to  assist  this  happy  impulse,  commenced  in  the  bosom  of  the  family,  at 
school  and  at  church,  and  give  it  day  by  day  a  firmer  and  more  pronounced 
character. 

The  salutary  impressions  which  the  heart  receive  in  childhood  are 
easily  transformed  into  conscientious  and  enlightened  practice. 

On  the  other  hand,  notwithstanding  the  incontestable  progress  made 
by  our  schools  since  some  years,  it  is  none  the  less  true  that  in  many  places 
at  least,  the  development  of  the  intellect  is  still  sacrificed  to  that  of  the 
memory. 
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The  child  learns  bat  does  not  understand  ;  he  is  made  to  repeat  the 
book  by  rote  and  is  never  taught  to  think.  History,  geography,  grammar 
and  even  arithmetic  are  frequently  taught  in  this  manner,  but  fortunately 
there  is  a  tendency  to  improvement  in  this  resp  ect. 

We  are  thus  frequently  comjpelled  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  mind,  and  in  this  we  do  not  use  the  pupils'  memory  only. 
Conversation,  reading,  reading  orally  chiefly,  composition,  exercising  the 
intellect,  thought,  reflection,  argument,  such  are  the  principal  means  we 
employ. 

When  I  speak  of  the  cultivation  of  the  mind,  I  do  not  mean  only 
that  vivacity  which  delights  in  witticisms,  happy  sayings  and  ingenious 
expressions,  but  rather  that  aptness  to  understand,  to  seize,  to  judge,  which 
betrays  a  well-balanced  and  well-ctdlivated  mind.  Eeflection,  attention, 
good  sense  have  to  be  opposed  to  impressions^  chiefly  in  the  case  of  young 
girls. 

Since  we  are  compelled  to  attend  to  their  education  also,  I  may  perhaps 
we  permitted  to  cite  the  words  of  one  of  the  most  competent  men  in  this 
matter,  who  has  written  one  of  his  finest  works  on  the  subject,  I  mean 
the  Lettres  sur  Education  desjilles,  by  Mgr.  Dupanloup  : 

"  The  nature  of  young  girls  being  as  it  is,  feeble,  weak,  light,  and  chan- 
geable, everything  in  their  education  must  be  firm,  serious,  grave  and 
generous ;  in  a  word  everything  should  tend  to  make  them  serious  women. 
Their  goodness,  devotedness,  afiection  and  tenderness  must  not  be  over- 
looked, but  weakness  and  afi*ectation,  vanity  and  frivolity  must  not  be 
allowed  to  enter  their  minds. 

"  Above  all  theirj  good-sense,  their  reason,  firmness  of  purpose  and  of 
character  must  be  formed 

"  Reason,  reflection,  attention,  perseverance  are  too  often  forgotten  in 
the  education  of  girls 

"  They  are  hardly  taught  anything  serious  or  solid  or  anything  of  a 
nature  to  form  their  reason  or  their  judgment. 
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"  There  is  only  one  remedy  for  this  eTil,  and  that  is  in  all  things  to  sub- 
stitute reason  and  reflection  to  impressiveness  and  curiosity,  the  solid  and 
active  faith  to  superficial  piety. 

''  In  teaching  girls  their  studies  too  much  attention  is  frequently  paid 
to  cultivating  their  memory,  and  their  natural  mechanical  aptness  is  too 
often  developed  when  teaching  them  the  fine  arts.  But  above  all  their 
intellect  is  not  seriously  cultivated.  In  many  convents,  real  and  true 
Christian  instruction  is  not  imparted  and  superficial  piety  is  the  result. 

"  What  is  wanting  in  female  teachers,  and,  consequently,  in  the  edn-. 
cation  they  give  is  not  so  much  the  extent  of  knowledge  as  seriousness  of 
mind.  Very  often  in  fact,  in -good  convents,  memory  alone  is  cultivated 
and  judgment  is  neglected.  It  would  seem  as  if  women  did  not  require  to 
have  sense,  so  little  heed  is  paid  to  cultivating  in  them  the  faculty  of  rea- 
soning correctly  and  yet  it  is  the  only  one  which  teaches  them  to  be  upright. 
Young  girls  are  taught  a  multitude  of  things,  but  nothing  solid,  nothing 
serious." 

Here  the  author  quotes  Madame  de  Maintenon  who^says  :  "  It  is  better 
for  our  daughters  to  know  fewer  things  and  to  understand  them  and  that 
the  teachers  should  pay  more  attention  to  forming  their  judgment  than  to 
over-burdening  their  memory." 

"  In  the  best  of  convents,"  continues  Monseigneur  Dupanloup,  "  the 
education  of  the  mind  is  very  trivial.  Many  words  are  driven  into  the 
children's  heads,  and  but  little  light  is  allowed  to  enter  their  minds.  Their 
intellect  is  not  ezcercised.     Their  memory  is  filled  with  a  crude  and  undi* 

gested  mass The  letter  and  not  the  spirit  is  taught.  I  feel  I  am  speak* 

ing  very  softly  for  I  am  touching  very  sensitive  wounds ;  but  how  can  we 
hide  them,  if  we  wish  to  cure  them  ?  Is  it  not  true  that  many  women  are 
impressionable  rather  than  reasonable  ?  That  is  because  in  their  first  educa- 
tion their  reason  did  not  receive  that  cultivation  and  was  not  subject  to 
that  discipline  which  would  have  enabled  it  to^enlighten  their  sensibility 
and  guide  their  imagination.     Their  education  has  been  a  failure." 

I  must  pause ;  for  I  might  as  well  quote  the  whole  of  this  grand  book 
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in  which  the  eloquent  Bishop,  in  order  to  remove  certain  apprehensions, 
endeavors  to  prove  that "  to  cultivate  and  develop  reason  is  not  a  sin  against 
faith,  but  that  on  the  contrary  it  is  a  religious  duty,  a  compulsory  duty 
which  women  must  realize  as  their  intellectual  vocation  as  well  as  their 
moral,  christian  and  religious  vocation  and  that  in  which  the  intellect, 
through  their  fault,  is  found  wanting,  will  be  east  up  to  them  at  the  judg- 
ment seat  of  God/' 

To  what  extent  the  reproaches  'Monseigneur  Dupanloup  addresses  to 
the  institutions  of  his  country,  in  which  too  mucL  heed  is  paid  to  memory 
to  the  detriment  of  the  intellect,  are  deserved,  I  am  unable  to  say ;  but 
what  can  be  easily  understood  is  that  he  considers  the  cultivation  of  the 
mind  to  be  of  extreme  importance  and  good  sense  and  reason  to  be  the  basis 
of  all  really  enlightened  education. 

I  am  happy  to  add,  and  the  reports  I  have  already  sent  you  corroborate 
my  assertion,  that  in  the  performance  of  our  duties  we  endeavor  to  follow 
the  path  traced  by  Monseigneur  Dupanloup,  and  that,  with  him,  amongst 
the  faculties  which  the  teacher  must  know  how  to  cultivate,  we  consi- 
der the  most  important  to  be  the  intellect,  the  will,  the  mind  and  the 
heart 

One  day  a  youth  came  to  Porpora,  the  celebrated  professor  of  singing 
and  asked  him  as  a  favor  to  be  admitted  to  the  number  of  his  disciples. 
After  questioning  him,  Porpora  accepted  him  and  exacted  only  one  condi- 
tion, that  he  should  unhesitatingly  and  blindly  submit  to  such  vocal  studies 
tt  he  might  require  of  him. 

The  master  then  placed  in  the  hands  of  his  pupil  two  sheets  of  music 
containing  scales  and  exercises. 

A  year,  two  years,  the*  pupil  spent  over  the  two  everlasting  pages ; 

*• 

rorpora  then  added  some  grace-notes.  At  the  end  of  the  third  year  the 
pupil,  discouraged  and  deeming  his  time  all  lost,  prepared  to  take  leave  of 
his  master,  when  the  latter  said :  **  Go,  my  son,  you  are  now  the  greatest 
fiinger  in  the  world."    He  spoke  the  truth,  for  the  singer  was  Farinelli. 
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The  soul  is  a  book  which,  no  doubt,  contains  a  great  number  of  pages ; 
bat  there  are  two  which,  as  it  were,  resume  all  the  others :  the  mind  and 
the  heart.  It  is  by  studying  these  two  pages  with  perseverance  that  the 
teacher  may  become,  in  his  way,  as  great  as  was  Farinelli  in  his. 


I  have  the  honor,  &c., 


P.  LAGACfi,  Priest, 

PfincipaL 
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JACQUES-CARTIER  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


[Translation.] 

Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  state  and  progregs  of  the 
Jacques  Cartier  Normal  School  for  the  school  year  1881-82. 

I. 

During  the  year  we  admitted  78  pupil-teachers,  an  increase  of  two 
over  last  year  ;  it  is  also  the  greatest  number  we  have  had  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  school  in  1857. 

Of  this  number  there  were  : 

47  old  pupils. 
31  new  pupils. 

3  who  had  been  teachers. 

1  who  had  been  in  holy  orders. 

9  pupil-teachers  who  had  diplomas  from  the  Normal  school. 

3  -who  had  received  them  elsewhere. 

They  were  divided  into  classes  as  follows  : 

Academy  Class,  6. 
Model  School  Class,  27. 
Primary  School  Class,  16. 
Preparatory  Class,  29. 
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II. 

As  in  previous  years  several  pupils  left  school  without  finishing  the 
course ;  four  had  found  good  places  as  teachers ;  two  or  three  required 
rest ;  the  others  did  not  appear  to  have  any  liking  for  teaching.  Notwith- 
standing this  decrease,  about  sixty  pupils  were  present  at  the  end  of  the 
course. 

III. 
After  the  usual  [examinations  we  had  : 

1.  For  Academy  diplomas,  2  candidates. 

2.  For  Model  school  diplomas,  16  candidates. 
8.  For  Primary  school  diplomas,  6  candidates. 

Making  a  total  of  24  diplomas.  Last  year  we  had  29  candidates.  The 
difference  is  chiefly  in  the  Primary  School  Glass,  which  was  much  more 
numerous  last  year  than  this. 

The  pupils  who  received  model  school  and  primary  school  diplomas 
have  almost  all  asked  to  be  allowed  to  continue  their  studies,  with  the 
exception  of  3  who  have  obtained  schools,  one  who  requires  rest,  and  two 
who  wish  to  enter  holy  orders. 

IV. 

As  before  I  have  to  congratulate  myself  upon  the  zeal  of  the  teachers, 
the  good  will  and  work  of  the  pupils,  especially  of  those  who  have  com- 
pleted the  whole  year's  course. 

V. 

The  4th  of  March  last  was  the  twenty  fifth  anniversary  of  the  opening 
of  the  Jacques  Oartier  Normal  School.  We  might,  following  the  example 
of  several  institutions,  have  celebrated  the  event  by  files  which  derive 
their  greatest  charm  and  solemnity  from  the  family  gathering  of  old 
friends,  masters  and  scholars  ;  but  1  thought  we  could  adopt  a  more  useful 
manner  of  celebrating  our  anniversary  by  drawing  up  a  history  of  the 
Jacques  Oartier  Normal  School. 
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Facts  and  figares  are  thejbest  means  of  satisfying  the  just  expectations 

of  some  and  calming  the  anxiety  of  others,  while  they  afford  convincing 
proof  that  the  Government  has  no  cause  to  regret  the  sacrifices  it  has  made 
for  primary  instruction,  and  that  the  progress  it  has  stipulated  to  has  been 
felt  even  in  the  higher  schools. 

Still,  twenty  .five  years  are  a  very  short  period  for  the  influence,  of  a 
Normal  School  to  be  felt  by  the  whole  population,  or  even  by  a  single 

parish. 

The  children  taught  by  ourifirst  pupils  are  barely  thirty  five  years  old 
now  and  have  hardly  begun  to  hold  any  prominent  position  amidst  their 

folio  w-citiz  ens. 

It  is  therefore  not  asking  too  much  to  request  that  ten  years  more  be 
allowed  to  elapse  before  we  can  expect  to  see  throughout  the  country  a 
general  taste  for  instruction  combined  with  that  enlightened  zeal  which 
endeavors  to  secure  the  best  of  teachers.  In  any  case  the  happy  results 
which  a  retrospective  glance  brings  to  our  notice  cannot  but  satisfy  the 
most  exacting  of  our  friends. 

As  soon  as  my  work  is  completed  I  will  have  the  honor  of  sending  it 
to  you. 

VI. 

I  continue  to  devote  ^my  attention  to  the  collections  which  we  have 
commenced.  I  see  them  increase,  slowly  it  is  true,  but  without  inter- 
ruption, chiefly  by  gifts  and  by  exchanges  The  Library  has  received  from 
the  Honorable  Mr.  Chauveau,  its  founder,  and  Mr.  Cherrier,  dean  of  the  fa- 
culty of  Law,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  D.  Bicard,  advocate,  gifts  of  books  and  papers 
which  complete  series  very  difficult  to  form.  Mr.  Lechevalier  has  given 
us  quite  a  considerable  number  of  skins  of  rare  birds. 

In  order  to  preserve  these  things  and  keep  the  museum  in  proper 
order,  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  confide  the  care  and  superintend- 
ence thereof  to  one  of  the  professors.  Such  a  step  would  be  one  of  eco- 
nomy. 
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VII. 

I  must  again  call  your  attention  to  the  state  of  the  tower  of  the  Normal 
School.  It  continues  to  sink  into  the  giound  and  lean  over  to  a  percep- 
tible degree.  At  the  same  time  the  windows,  doors  and  stair-cases  are 
settling  considerably  and  this  damage  must  absolutely  be  repaired  every 
year.  This  is  a  source  of  continual  expense,  to  say  nothing  of  the  incon- 
venience caused  by  the  cold  which  penetrates  between  each  stone  in  the 
front  of  the  building. 

VIII. 

As  I  had  the  honor  of  stating  last  year  the  attached  school  of  La  Mai- 
Irise  St.  Pierre  continues  to  be  attended  by  a  great  number  of  children : 
890  were  admitted  during  the  year.  The  attendance  was  never  less  than 
242.  Those  who  go  through  the  whole  course  have  no  trouble  in  finding 
good  situations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

H.  A.  B.  VERREAU. 
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McGILL  NOEMAL  SCHOOL. 


Montreal,  July,  1882. 


Sib, 


I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  my  report  of  the  twenty-fifth  Sei53ion  of 
the  McGill  Normal  School. 

We  admitted  into  the  school  during  the  past  Session  136  pupils,  59  of 
these  were  from  Montreal,  and  77,  a  larger  portion  than  usual,  from  country 
districts. 

Nine  pupils  joined  the  Academy  class,  44  the  Model  School  class,  and 
83  the  Elementary  School  class.  Two  pupils  numbered  among  the  Academy 
class,  were  University  Graduates,  who  entered  the  school  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  our  Academy  diploma  according  to  the  usual  regulations. 

Of  the  whole  of  the  students  of  the  past  year,  98  underwent  the  final 
examinations,  and  I  was  able  at  the  close  of  the  Session,  to  recommend  to 
you  90  as  having  fulfilled  all  the  engagements  required  of  those  entitled  to 
receive  Normal  School  diplomas.  Of  these  9  obtained  Academy  diplomas 
29  Model  School  diplomas,  and  52  Elementary  School  diplomas. 

These  diplomas,  added  to  those  of  former  Sessions,  will  increase  the 
number  received  by  the  teachers  of  the  Province,  to  1496. 

Of  the  students  of  the  institution  who  received  diplomas  last  year,  81 

in  number,  37  returned  to  the  school  for  a  higher  certificate,  27  obtained 

situations  soon  after  obtaining  their  diplomas,  and  I  have  ev^ry  reason  to 

13 
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believe  that  the  remainder,  by  this  time,  are  engaged  as  teachers  in  schools 
in  the  Provilice. 

No  circnmstance  occurred  daring  the  Session,  deserving  of  particular 
notice.  Of  the  large  number  of  young  persons  who  entered  the  institution 
for  the  purpose  of  fitting  themselves  for  positions  as  teachers,  we  were  en- 
abled to  select  a  large  proportion  who  appeared  to  be  well  adapted  for  the 
profession  ;  and  I  trust  that  the  results,  in  the  future,  will  be  in  every  way 
beneficial  to  themselves,  and  to  those  entrusted  to  their  guidance. 

The  teachers  of  the  Model  Schools,  connected  with  the  Normal  School 
were,  as  usual,  unremitting  in  their  endeavors  to  make  their  work  condu- 
cive to  the  training  of  our  students,  and  in  this  respect  I  feel  bound  to  say 
they  were  very  successful. 

Professor  Hicks  still  retains  the  position  of  Head  Master  of  the  Boy's 
School,  besides  lecturing  to  the  Normal  School  classes  on  History  and 
English  Grrammar. 

.  Miss  Swallow  has  charge  of  the  Girl's  Model  School,   and  Miss  Derick 
of  the  Primary  School. 

I  have  made  use  of  all  the  time  at  my  disposal  during  the  Session,  to 
visit  the  Model  Schools,  in  order  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  possible,  the  fitness 
for  the  teaching  profession  of  those  who  come  under  our  direction,  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  are  few  who  enter  our  school,  who 
are  not  specially  adapted  for  the  path  of  life  which  they  have  been  led  to 
select.  I  am  sorry  to  add,  however,  that  eleven  hours  a  week  of  lecturing, 
besides  the  other  duties  which  devolve  upon  me,  prevent  me  from  doing  all 
I  would  wish  to  do  in  this  respect.  I  have  again  to  thank  most  heartily, 
the  professors  who  aided  me  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  school.  The 
success  of  the  past  Session,  which  dei>ended  so  much  upon  their  labours, 
must  be  as  agreeable  to  them  as  it  is  to  me. 

The  Ministers  of  religion  attended  most  regularly  to  the  classes,  which 
they  had  consented  to  meet  every  Thursday  in  each  week,  and  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  the  interest  which  these  gentlemen  always  manifested 
in  the  future  usefulness  of  our  students. 
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The  Normal  School  Committee,  and  the  Ohairman,  Dr.  Dawson,  had 
many  important  subjects,  connected  with  the  institution,  brought  before 
them  during  the  Session,  to  which,  as  is  always  the  case,  they  gaye  most 
careAil  attention. 

I  am,  Honourable  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  HIOKS, 

Principal 
McGrill  Normal  School, 

^  Montreal,  July  7th,  1882. 
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HEALTH  OF  PUPILS. 

Number  of  pupili  who  died  during  the  year. 
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PUPILS. 
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TABLE  B. 

Tablb  indicating  each  District  of  inspection,  the  residence  and  salary  of  the  Inspectors. 


o 


Name  of  inspector  and  of  his  district. 


Residence. 


J.  N.  A.  Archambault,  (1)  counties  of  Richelieu,  Verchferes 
and  Chambly 

2  D.  B6gin,  county  of  Rimonski  and  part  of  the  county  of  Oasp^ 

3  P.  F.  B^land,  county  of  Lotbinidre  and  part  of  the  county 
of  Megantic 

4  J.  £.  Belcourt,  counties  of  Nicolet  and  Yamaska 

5  C.  Bouchard,  counties  of  Eamouraska,  T^miscouata  k  I'Islet 

6  C.  Brault,  counties  of  Jacques-Cartier,  Soulanges  &Vaudreui1 

7  E.  Carrier,  counties  of  Dorchester  and  Levis 

8  J.  B.  Delfige,  part  of  Bagot  and  counties  of  Rouyille  and  St. 

Hyacinthe 

9  A.  D.  Dorval,  (2)  counties  of  Montcalm  and  L' Assomption . 

10  A.  Fontaine,  counties  of  Berthier  and  Joliette 

11  R6v.  M.  M.  Fothergill,  protestant  population  of  the  City 

and  county  of  Quebec 

12  A.  Oay,  catholic  population  of  the  counties  of  Ottawa  and 

Pontiac 

13  L.  Grondin,  counties  oi  Beauharnois,   Laprairie  and  Ch&- 

teauguay,  excepting  the  protestant  schools  of  Ormstown 
and  St.  Jean-Chrysostome 

14  H.  Hubbard,  protestant  schools  of  the  counties  of  Stanstead, 

Richmond,  Compton,  &  part  of  Drummond  k  Arthabaska 

15  F.  E.  Juneau,  part  of  the  county  of  Portneu^  and  catholic 

population  of  the  City  of  Quebec 

16  Z.  O.  H.  Lamarche,  counties  of  Napienrille,  Iberville  &St.  Jean 

17  D.  Lefebvre,  county  of  Champlain  and  part  of  Portneuf. 

18  L.  N.  Levesque,  counties  of  Arthabaska  and  Drummond 

19  L.  Lucier,  county  of  Bonaventure 

20  R6v.  W.  G.  Lyster,  protestant  schools  of  the  counties  of 

Gaspc  and  Bonaventure  

21  B.  Magrath,  protestant  schools  of  the  counties  of  Ottawa 

and  Pontiac , 

22  J.  McGregor,  county  of  Huntingdon,  part  of  Ch&teauguay 

and  Argenteuil,  and  protestant  population  of  the  City 
of  Montreal , 

23  J.  A.  McLoughlin,  protestant  schools  of  Shefiford,  Brome 

and  Missisquoi 

24  S.  F.  McMahon,  counties  of  Hochelaga  and  Laval,  and  ca- 

tholic population  of  the  City  of  Montreal 

25  J.  P.  Nantel,  counties  of  Terrebonne,  Deux-Montagnes  and 

part  of  the  county  of  Argenteuil 

26  D.  Pfiquet,  Magdalen  Islands 

27  J.  Pr^mont,  counties  of  Quebec  and  Montmorency 

28  P.  J.  Ruel,  part  of  the  counties  of  Bagot,  Brome,  Missisquoi, 

Shefford  and  Stanstead  (catholic  schools) 

29  E.  Savard,  county  of  Chicoutimi 

30  J.  P.  Simard,  counties  of  Bellecbasse  and  Montmagny . . . . , 

31  M.  R.  Stenson,  counties  of  Compton,  Richmond,  and  electo- 

ral division  of  Sherbrooke  and  Wolfe 

32  A.  T^treault,  counties  of  Maskinong6  and  St.  Maurice 

33  W.  Thompson,  protestant  schools  of  the  counties  of  Megan- 

tic, Dorchester,  Beauce,  Wolfe  and  Compton 

34  T.  Tremblay,  county  of  Gasp6. 

35  T.  Trvmblay,  counties  of  Charlevoix  and  Sagiienay 

36  G.  S.  Vien,  county  of  Beauce  and  part  of  the  counties  of 

Megantic  and  Lotbiniire 


Varennes. 
Rimouski. 


(1)  M.  Archambeault  was  superannuated  and  replaced  by 
Mr.  B.  Lippens. 

(2)  Mr.  Dorval  is  dead  and  his  sucocesaor  has  not  been  appoint*d 


Salarv. 


8te.  Julie , 

Bale  du  Febvre , 

St.  Gervais 

Pointe  Claire. . . . 
L6vis 


St.  C^saire. 
Joliette. . . . 


Quebec 


Hull 


Laprairie .  . 
Sherbrooke . 


Quebec 

St.  Jean 

Three-Rivers. 
Roxton  Falls 
Maria 


Cape  Cove. 
Aylmer. . . , 


Huntingdon . 
Sweetsburgh. 
Ste.  Rose 


St.  J6r6me 

Hftvre-aux-Maisons , 
Ste.  Famille 


St.  Charles 
Chicoutimi 
St.  Michel. 


Sherbrooke 

Riv.  du  Loup  (en  hauX) . 


Leeds 

Ste.  Adelaide 
Bale  St.  Paul. 


Lau2on. 


%  900 
750 

800 
850 
J  000 
800 
850 

900 
950 

800 

4O0 
800 

8O0 
9W 

lOOO 
^00 
800 
800 
650 

500 

700 

1000 

800 

1000 

800 
250 
800 

800 
70ft 

850 

1000 

800 

700 
700 

800 

looo 


^~ 
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TABLE  C. 
Table  of  the  number  of  pupils  who  hare  attended  the  normal  schools. 


Jacqnes-Cartier 
School. 

McGill  School. 

Laval  School. 

f  male 
.chers. 

female 
chers. 

( 

1 

Scholastic  year. 

2*2 

2^ 

• 

s-e 

0  » 

• 

or  of 
Itea 

s 

^\             9"^ 

1 

1 

•a 

Pupils 
Teachers. 

Male 
teac 

F'ma 
teac 

o 

Male 
teac 

F'ma 
teac 

^ 

5Zi  ^ 

B  9 

O 

1st    Session,    1857 

18 

6 

25 

30 

22 

22 

46 

26 

79 

Session  1857-1868 

46 

7 

63 

70 

36 

40 

76 

89 

103 

182 

Sefsion  1858-1859 

60 

7 

76 

83 

34 

62 

86 

91 

128 

219 

Session  1859-1860 

63 

9 

72 

81 

40 

54 

94 

102 

126 

228 

Session  1860-1861 

52 

9 

66 

61 

41 

63 

94 

98 

109 

297 

Session  1861-1862 

41 

10 

68 

68 

39 

62 

91 

90 

110 

200 

Session  1862-1863 

67 

8 

72 

80 

39 

52 

91 

104 

125 

229 

Session  1863-1864 

66 

7 

60 

74 

34 

49 

83 

97 

116 

213 

Setcsion  1864-1865 

66 

6 

60 

65 

43 

56 

98 

104 

115 

219 

Session  1865-1866 

43 

2 

73 

76 

39 

67 

96 

84 

130 

214 

Session  1866-1867 

41 

2 

73 

75 

43 

55 

98 

80 

128 

108 

S<;8sion  1867-1868 

$       36 

5 

57 

62 

49 

73 

122 

89 

130 

219 

Session  1868-1869 

36 

4 

70 

74 

64 

73 

137 

104 

143 

247 

Session  1869-1870 

46 

7 

69 

76 

82 

80 

162 

136     i 

149 

284 

Sei^on  1870-1871 

63 

6 

70 

66 

54 

59 

113 

123 

129 

252 

Session  1871-1872 

51 

13 

94 

107 

32 

66 

88 

46 

150 

246 

Session  1872-1873 

46 

8 

108 

116 

38 

54 

92 

92 

162 

254 

Session  1873-1874 

43 

6 

106 

112 

43 

66 

99 

92 

162 

254 

Session  1874-1875 

59 

19 

99 

118 

38 

60 

98 

116 

159 

275 

Session  1875-1876 

60 

14 

110 

124 

47 

63 

110 

121 

159 

294 

Session  1876-1877 

60 

18 

107 

125 

50 

74 

124 

128 

181 

309 

Session  1877-1878 

62 

29 

106 

135 

46 

63 

109 

137 

169 

306 

Ses-sion  1878-1879 

70 

70 

70 

140 

61 

66 

117 

191 

136 

327 

Session  1879-1880 

63 

12 

130 

142 

46 

63 

109 

121 

193 

314 

Session  1880-1881 

76 

12 

114 

126 

52 

60 

112 

140 

174 

314 

S<.-8sion  1881-1882 

78 

14 

123 

137 

44 

64 

108 

136 

187 

323 

Drpi/)MAS  awarded  to  pupils  of  the  normal  schools  since  the  establishment 

of  these  institutions. 


Description  of 
Diplomas. 


Academies. 


Model  Schools. .. 

Elementaiy 

Totals. . . 


Jacques-Cartier. 


'    Pupil 
Teachers. 


83 


222 


157 


462 


McOill. 


S2 


48 

88 

42 

178 


p  so 

al 


70 

380 

878 

1328 


118 

468 

920 

1506 


Laval. 


Q« 

P 

• 

CI. 

3 

<-2 

5 

L* 

H 

^ 

79 
238 
214 
631 


430 


638 


968 


I 

Eh 


79 

668 

762 

1499 


0 

'3 

a 


& 


210 


648 


413 


1171 


QD 


08 

a 


o 


70 


810 


1416 


2296 


3 

s 

T3 


280 
1358 
1329 
3467 
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TABLE  D. 
STNOPTiGAii  Table  of  the  five  grand  divisions.  1881-82. 


FIRST  DIVISION 


« 

B 

1 

Pupils. 

TTni  vCTiritiftfl ^..,.,-.... ,,», --♦»• 

3 

129 

1075 

t 

SECOND  DIVISION 


O 


1 

2 
3 

4 


Secondary  Schools  comprising 

Colleges 

Academies  for  boys 

«         for  c^rls    

Mixed  Academies 


• 

m 

• 

00 

O 

S 

o 

c 

X 

£ 

231 

1349 

«         l*upi!j 


36022 


THIRD  DIVISION 


• 

1 

CO 

• 

1 

Papila. 

Normal  Schools  ..•.*. ...... 

3 

20 

323 

■ 
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Synoptical  Table  of  the  five  grand  divisions. — ContinuecL 


FOURTH  DIVISION 


SPECIAL  SCHOOLS. 


o 


1 
2 


Special  Schools  comprising  : 

Schools  of  applied  sciences 

Schools  of  arts  and  manufitctures 

Institute  for  the  blind 

Institute  for  male  and  female  deaf-mutes 


• 

• 

OB 

e 

rs 

^s 

S 

a 

M 

«S 

£ 

^ 

2 

15 

14 

29 

1 

7 

3 

62 

20 

113 

Pupils. 


63 

862 

39 

397 


1351 


Sbction. 


FIFTH  DIVISION 


1st  Section . . . . 

lo 

2o 

3o 

4o 

5o 

Sad  Section.. .. 

lo 

2o 

3o 


PRIMARY  SCHOOLS 


Superior  primary  Schools,  comprising  : 

Model  Schools  for  boys 

"  "       for  girls 

"  "        mixed 

*'     superior  dissentient 

"  <<         independent 

Elementary  Schools,  comprising : 
Elementary  common  Schools 

**  dissentient    "        

«  independent «        


376 


4233 


4609 


e 

i 


1367 


4233 


5600 


Pupils. 


33046 


167308 


200354 
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TABLE  E 


RECAPITULATION  OF  THE  FIVE  GRAND  DIVISIONS. 


O 


2 
3 
4 

5 


Uniyereities 

Schools  of  the  second  degree 

Normal  Schools 

Special  Schools 

Primary  Schools 

Grand  total 


• 
CO 

S 

.a 

1 

04 

3 

129 

231 

1349 

3 

20^ 

20 

115 

4609 

5600 

4866 

1 
7211 

1075 


1351 
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TABLE  F 


CATHOLIC  AND  PROTESTANT  SCHOOLS. 


Sections. 


Ut 
Section. 


4 


2nd 
Section. 


1 
2 
3 


Primary  Schools. 
Under  control  of  commisB  . . . 


(( 


CI 


of  trustees  . . . 


Mixed 


Independent. 


Superior  Shcools. 


Colleges 

Normal  Schools, 


Academies 


Model  Schools 


o 

? 

O  00 
IS 


2945 


76 


131 


142 


546 


5ZJ 


405 


168 


333 


33 


65 


3839 


1004 


3 

o 


3350 


244 


464 


175 


610 


4843 


9 


o 


119842 

2717 

3620 

12272 


64282 


202733 


oo 

2 

a, 


14544 

4294 

9167 

852 


5107 


33966 


s 

o 


134386 

7011 

12787 

13124 


69391 


236699 
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TABLE  G. 


PEN8I0N  AND  AiD  FuND  for  officers  of  primary  instmction. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Ybar  1880-81. 

Received  from  Common  School  Fund 

$    cts. 

775  00 
5438  32 
1808  18 

$     cts. 

«               Salaries  of  Officers 

«               Arrears •• • 

8021   50 

Tbar  1881-82. 
Beceived  from  Superior  Education  Fund 

1568  20 

2325  00 

16770  92 

5531  03 

"               Common  Schools         "       J ..... . 

'*                Salaries  of  Teachers 

"                Arrears 

26195    15 

Government  srrant  for  two  vears ...... 

2000  00 

Interest  on  deposits  for  two  years  (unknown) . 
Total  amount  of  Fund 

36216  65 

Statistics  of  Pension  and  Aid  Fund. 


Number  of  teachers  who  have  sent  in  their  statement  of  service 


457 


Average  of  years  service  so  reported .• 13} 

Total  amount  of  arrears  as  shown  by  declarations  of  past  service $37738  19 

Number  of  those  who  have  paid  arrears  (in  whole  or  in  part) 127 


NoTB.— The  statement  for  1881-82  includes  the  amounts  kept  back  up  to  the  20th  November  1882 
out  of  the  grants  of  the  year  ending  30th  June  1882.    These  giants,  properly  speaking,  form  part  of 
the  revenue  of  the  pension  fund,  although  they  had  not  been  deposited  in  the  Treasury  to  the  credit 
of  the  fund. 


263 


• 

• 

00 
00 

>* 

< 

a 

S 

< 

o 

1 

QQ 
1— 1 

^ 

■1 

!      CO        ■ 

CO        CO        o        ^ 

cp 

Pk 

CDCQ^iOVOQOlOaO'^OO 
«                                                                      »H           CO                         f-t           CO 

00 

^4 

o 

• 
OQ 

1 

1 

-< 

S 

^         CO 

>         CD         CO         O         ^ 

CO 

o 

PQ 

»He<9>-*QO«oa)ic«e«iioc^ 

o 

CO 
CI 

MINERS, 
e  of  the  Go 

• 

00 

00 

PS 

• 

o 
Q 

-<l 

w 

1^ 

- 

^ 

r 

j      <^J<      »-i 

lO 

^             1 

Pk 

•         Cfl          CO          ^         CQ         M         00 

j      *-      ^ 

C9 

O 

O              o 

1 

1 

-< 

*-» 

p-4 

Q 
O 

OQ 

o 

» 

la 

Pk 

>         04          CO         lO          ^         M         O 

^         CO 

00       ** 

t^ 

BEPORTS  OF 
Diplomas  granted  according  to  the  by-laws  oi 

O 
» 

o 

Q 
P< 
<J 
O 

n 

• 

<1 

'■     1 

PM 
i      PQ 

1 

:    E 

.     8 

1      C 

1  j 

c( 

i 

-a 

1 

1  a 

i  i 

> 

■J 

1        OQ 

:  1 

S 
1 
1 

1 

1 

Eh 

1 

254 


< 
0 

• 

3 

a 

Q 

<J 

1                  1 
1                  1 

1                  1 

:    --      : 

•^ 

^ 

t 

•-               1 

CO 

•       00       00       ^       O) 

t                                                                  1 

Pk 

eo 

0 

CO 

O 

0 

« 

1 

•0 

§ 
0 

-<J 

■-^ 

►H 

0 

S 

eo 

•         00         00          ''^         A 

1> 

0 
0 

Pk 

■ 1 

CDO>QO»oon'^QOe4oo.r>       -^ 

0 

^- 

0 

• 

00 
00 

l-l 

P3 
n 

> 
0 

• 

3 
S 

Q 

< 

EXAMINE 
omittee  of 

S 

1                                     1 
■                                     • 

k                                            4 

1                                                       1 

a 

> 

Pk 

<o       p^ 

*                                                       * 
»                                                       4 

c 

) 

• 
QD 

1 

0 

<J 

■                                  « 
1                                  * 

0 

:g 

^       e^          < 

«^ 

rt 

fthe 

Pk 

i      M       eo       -*       ^ 

0 
10 

^           0 
0          ® 

• 

00 
00 

1x3 
PQ 
0 

S 

0 

3 

a 

0 

-< 

1                     «                   « 
I                    •                   1 

REPORT 

to  the  by-h 

s 

00       cfl       i<       '"i' 

OD 

P4 

60 

• 
DQ 

1 

•»• 

1 

<j 

•  t 

0 
0 

:^ 

I       00       w       ^       ^ 

00 

Diplomas  granted 

PU 

tfsgo 

» 

c 
1 

1               m 

.       1 

c 

1  J 

>  & 

• 

:     £ 

c 

i  1 

ee 

c 

1  J 

1      U 

§ 

i       a 

i  ^ 

1      PIS 

i  1 

1        X 

!    e 

!     S 

I    S 

1      P 

i  1 

i  J 

i  1 
1  ^ 

1 

1 

] 
1 
I 

> 

1 

i 

1 
» 

1 

1 

/ 


255 


o 


O 

o 


;4 

o 
o 

1-4 

CQ 


1/ 


E3 
O 


o 

O 


a 
a 

o 
I 

OQ 

o 

hi 

D- 

<3> 


O 

OQ 

0) 


o 
bo 


o 
o 
o 

OS 

-^ 
2 

to 

o 


• 

E- 
O 
Eh 

3 

a 

o 

s 

< 

f^ 

rH 

C4 

•     S 

C<1          lO          lO 

PL, 

<i^       ^       r.       CO       i-H       •H       -^ 

lO          CO 

o 

t-4 

• 

s 
3 

< 

•-^ 

1                                                             4 

> 

CS| 

S 

CO         t«-          lO 

1^ 

0^ 

#                                                                        1 

CO       CO       r-       CO       ^       r-i       00 

CO 

i 

00 

00 

v-4 

• 

o 
a 

Q 

-«J 

^^ 

•-4 

cq 

s 

ca       «4«       CO 

04 

• 

t>          O         lO         CD         0>         i-i         i-i 

^       to 

SB 

08 

2 

1 

'^ 

f4 

1-4 

1                    1 
>                 ■ 

T* 

>^ 

Ci         CO         CO 

»                 1 

1 
»                 1 

»                             4 
1                             1 
1                             1 

C« 

Oi 

lo      a>      lo      CO      0)      ^      >o 
t— t                        «— 1 

•-4           lO 

CO 

NOVEMBER  1881. 

a 

o 

s 

< 

1 
1 

s 

>                                                                                            4 

4 

1 
1 
t 

1 
1 

CO 

04 

t-       -^       o? 

•       « 

►         CO            ■ 

^         00 

s 

• 

OB 

.•s 

-< 

:^ 

^^       »-•       e« 

'^ 

pu. 

1 
00       ^       e^ 

w          - 

C9             • 

^      o 

1-4            ^H 

■    o 

1 

1 

■ 

BOARDS  OP 
EXAMINERS 
OF 

i 
■ 

• 
I 

1 

■ 

1 

u 

§ 

s 

• 
• 

4 
1 

c 

1 

0 

O 

f     cc 

»                 1 

\    a 

1       PC 

:     c 

1         0 

1              *" 

mm 

t 
1        P^ 

> 

;l 

< 

: 

1 

;  2 

i    i 

1 

1     c 

i  1 

CE 

:^  : 

>                         4 

• 
i 

t 

• 

c 

s 

c 

i 

s 

00 

1 

\ 


APPENDIX  No.  V 


FINANCIAL^  STATEMENTS 


OP   THB 


CATHOLIC  AND  PROTESTANT  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS 


17 


258 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Of  the  Roman  Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Montreal 

for  the  scholastic  year  1881-82. 


Statement  of  general  receipts  and  expenditure  from  1st  July  1881  to 
30th  June  1882  inclusively.  j 


RECEIPTS. 


Cash  in  hand  on  let  July  1881 

BeceiTed  firom  City  of  Montreal,  amonnt  of  tax  for  1881 

"  «        on  account      "  «  1882 

<<        from  Superintendent  of  Public   Instruction,  annual  grant  in 

&Tor  of  Common  Schools 1 1,010  26 

Less — Amount  deducted  salaries  and  grant  for  pension  fund. . .       956  55 

Received  from  the  same,  granted  out  of  Superior  Education  Fund • 

«  "  t(      special  grant  in  &yor  of  Polytechnic  School  for 

1880-81 1,000  00 

Received  from  the  same,  on  account  of  grant  of  Superior  Edu- 
cation Fund  for  1881-82 2,500  00 

Received  from  Fabrique  for  work  done  in  Cemetery  by  pupils  of  Poly- 
technic School 

Received  pupils'  contributions  for  1881-82 

M  it  «  Polytechnic  School 

"       Rent  of  houses 

"       from  store  for  books,  etc « 

"       for  pension  fund 

«       temporary  loan 


%        CtB. 

63831  90 
8386  82 


10053  71 
1905  75 


3500  00 


EXPENDITURE. 


Paid  for  maintenance  of  schools  (see  schedule  A.) • 

(<    advances  to  Rev.  Bros,  of  St.  Joseph  and  St.  Ann 

*(    purchase  of  books,  instruments  for  physics  and  chemistry,  etc. 
Salaries  of  teachers  and  maintenance  of  Polytechnic  School  (see 

schedule  C) 

Paid  for  furniture  for  the  various  schools 

<<    purchase  of  books  for  library  of  Commercial  Academy  and  articles 

for  the  chapel 

Paid  for  improvements  to  buildings  and  grounds,  repairs,  etc 

•(    interest  on  notes  and  obligations 

a  debeutures 

sinking  fund  tor  debentures 

cost  of  administration    

office  of  Superintendent,  salary  and  other  expenses 


u 

M 


$       cts. 
.  4437  21 

72218  7-: 


15459  4t> 


/ 


200 
0947 

283 
467 
113 
956 


79 
35 
3«*» 
75 
55 


2578  7»1 


$106661  89 


51103  3S 


1000  ow 


u 


5261 

73 

412 

02 

1631 

74 

9426 

•  »5 

8595 

•  »T 

22200 

Of 

8114 

3044 

^: 

1871 

!♦• 

$1(^661 

-1* 
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SCHEDULE  0. 


Statement  of  amounts  paid  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Polytechnic 

School. 


Db:— 
Salaries  of  Professors, 

Expenses  

Maintenance 


Repairs  to  laboratory 
Heating 


Printing . . 
Stationery 
Insurance . 


Light. 


library 

Ornithological  collection 
Mioeralogical 
Furniture 


If 


Instmmenta  for  Physics 
Chemical  Laboratory  . . . 
Books  ordered , 


\ 


Cr:—       • 
Beceiyed  from  Government,  special  grant  for  1880-81 


u 


tl 


on  a^c  of  Superior  Education  fund  for  1881-82 

«    pupils 

«  Fabrique  Notre-Dame 

Balance  due  by  the  Government,  $600. 


21  66 

337  63 

462  57 

115  07 

25  00 

91 

14  12 

9  20 


1000  00 

2500  00 

283  36 

200  00 


$   cts. 
3623  34 


986  16 

301  73 

60  00 

1  55 

6  60 

47  03 

41  38 

193  94 


5261  73 


3983  35 


$1278  38 
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SCHEDULE  D. 
Statement  showing  the  namber  of  teachers  and  pupils  in  each  school. 


NAMES  OF;sceooLs. 

ll          It                  SEX 

6 

e 

4 
6 
6 
6 

371                   Boya. 

331     I                do 

5               37     '     Boj«  and  Girlr. 

1      1      179    i    Boys  and  Gitls. 

4       1        299     !                  do 

I       1         :4                Youths. 

142       1     7316     ' 

I  have  examined  the  books  of  acconnt  kept  by  the  Roman 
omiuiBsioners  of  the  Oity  of  Montreal,  and  I  declare  that 
the  preceding  financial  statement  are  taken  ^m  the  said 
ve  checked  over  and  found  correct. 

checked  over  and  carefnlly  examined  in  detail  all  the 
r  paid,  with  their  vonchers,  and  have  fooud  the  whole 


t  October  1882. 


Ed.  FOURNIER, 

Audiior, 
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STATEMEirr  of  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  Montreal  Protestant 


\ 


BECEIPTS 

$ 

cts. 

$ 

cts. 

Balance  in  hand  as  per  last  yea^s  statement 

83 

35 

City  school  tax  for  1881 

661.38 
6443 

50 
26 

Less  amount  advanced  as  per  last  statement 

59695 
8613 
3699 

•  •  •  • 

24 

City  flchool  tax,  acconnt  for  1882 

79 

Government  ffrant.    Common  school  fond 

1  ^ 
74 

Government  grant.     Grant  for  the  education  of  thirty  bursary  1 

nnnilfl                                                                                                                        i 

1173 

6283 
5506 

3881 

• 

15 

25 
91 
25 

•  •  «  • 

Customary  fees,  Montreal  High-School 

"            "      Girls'  High-School 

■ 

<*           «      Elementary  High-School 

1 

1C844 

56 

COMMON  SCHOOLS'  FEES 
Pointe  St.  Charles  School 

855 

184 

1622 

1332 

1581 

350 

1296 

1891 

514 

899 

40 
10 
10 
80 

Mill  Street  School 

1 

Roval  Arthur  School 

1 

St.  Ann^  Street  Sr.hnol  - , » , t ■, ,.-,,,,-.,-    , 

i 

Senior  School 

Ontario  Street  School 

80 
55 
50 
50 
30 

British  Canadian  School 

1 

* 

Sherbrooke  Street  School 

Dorchester  Street  School 

Panet  Street  School 

•• ••• 

• . .  • 

10528 

615 

4249 

05» 
50 

Pension  fund,  amount  deducted  front  fsi.1a.rv ^ . , . .  ^  ^ 

Note  due •••••• ......••••»..... •• 

12 

Total  balance.  Molson's  Bank 

17548 
11549 

59 

18 

Paid  tn  advance,  as  per  last  statement 

Naw  f^lvf^nces  dnrinff  present  nohool  year , 

5999 

41 

110327 

76 

*  Including  Jnne  fees. 
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School  Commissioners  for  1st  July  1881  to  30th  June  1882. 


EXPENDITUBB 


For  school  maintenance  for  1881-82,  as  per  annexed  statement  . . . . 
Prise  books  and  medals 


COST  OF  MANAGEMENT 


SaJaiy  of  Superintendent's  Secretary 

Accountant's  salary 

Office  expenses 

Sundries 


Printing  . . . 
Advertising 


Interest  on  $300,000  bonds  at  6  per  cent 

Sinking  fnnd  for  redemption  of  bonds 

Interest  on  land,  bypotheques  cheques  at  bank 
Pension  fund,  amount  deducted  from  grants . . . 


EXPENSES  ON  LANDS 
lAod  on  Sherbrooke  Street  and  St.  Hy polite  Street. 
Land  at  Pointe  St.  Charles 


NEW  FURNITURE  FOR  SCHOOLS 

New  High  School 

Cash  inihand 


ToUl, 


*  Including  salaries  for  the  month  of  June  last  year. 

Examined  and  found  correct. 


•72106 
595 


•2200 

•1300 

•252 


550 

166 

80 


3212 
438 


cts. 


55 


75 


60 


15 
60 
63 


50 
48 


$ 


72702 


3752 


797 

18000 

6849 

2648 

664 


3650 


30 
1232 


110327 


cts. 


30 


60 


38 


48 
63 
15 


98 


24 


76 


COURT,  MACKINTOSH  &  HYDE,  AudiUyrs. 


[  n 


8    I    1 

I  ^  I  1  J 


I  £  I 

I    s    " 
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Statement  of  the  attendance  at  the  High,  Senior,  Common  and  Subsi- 
diary schools,  under  the  control  of  the  Montreal  Protestant  School 
Commissioners  for  year  ending  30th  June  1882. 


NAME  OF  SCHOOL. 


Montreal  High  School,  including  elemen- 
tary classes 


GirU'  High  School 
Senior  School .... 


Common  Schools 


Hebrew  School 


St.  George  School 


Total,    1881-82 
Total,   1880-81 


V 


CO 


194^ 

196 

193 

195J 

170 


186.^ 


o 

PS 


r 


^  0  eu 


320-1 
164 
132-6 
2825-9 
119 
114-9 


3676-5 
3610-8 


o  o 
'O  P 

o  * 


58483 
^0158 
23552} 
489016 
13428 
18703^ 


633341 
643457} 


c  P 

o  -^ 

P.S*  ® 

»  .12    W 

Pi 
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The  last  column  shows  the  number  of  times  that  each  pnpU  has  been  late  during  the  year  on 
the  average. 
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Table  of  Catholic  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1881-82. 


COUNTIES. 


Abgbnteuil. 
St  Andrew  (Acad^mie  Bonin). . . 

Arthabaska. 
Artbabaskayille  (St.  Christophe) 

St.  Christophe 
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Table  of  Catholic  Superior. Education  for  the  year  1881-82. — Continued 
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Baoot. — Continued. 
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Table  of  Catholic  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1881-82. — Continued. 
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Table  of  Catholic  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1881-82. — Continued. 


COUNTIES. 


Chicoutimi. — Continued. 


St.  Louis  de  M6tabetchouan , 
Ouiatchouan  (Roberval). . . 

COMPTON. 


Hereford 


DSUX-MONTAOMBB. 


St.  Enstacbe 
St.  Eiutache 


Ste.  Scholafitiqne 
Ste.  Scholastique 
St.  Joachim 
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St.  Anselme 
St.  ADselme. 
St.  Bernard . 
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Table  of  Catholic  Superior  Education  for  tho  year  1881-82. — Continued. 


COUNTIES. 


GASPi. 


Grande-RiTi^re 


Cap  Chatte 
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Ste.  Anne  des  Monts 


Magdalen  Islands  (Havre-aux-Maisons). 
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a 
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Longne-Pointe 

C6te  bt.  Louis  (Acad6mie  St.  Viateur), 


00 

to 

O 

s 

00 

0 

a 


GC 

o 

a 

I 


ac(b) 


1  (b) 


ac  (b) 


1    c) 


XI 


1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (c) 
1  (m) 


I  (c) 
1  (c) 
1  (c) 
1  (b) 
1  (e) 
1  (c) 
1  (c) 


1(b) 


I  (b) 
1  (c) 
1  (c) 


I  (c) 


00 

I 

o 
oo 
00 


a 


$  cts. 
50  00 
60  00 
70  00 
60  00 
100  00 
30  00 


150  00 


150  00 


60  00 


100  00 


100  00 


140  00 


100  00 


50  00 


150  00 


100  00 


50  00 


40  00 


C9 

T 

00 

00 


s 

o 


$  cts. 
60  00 
50  00 
80  00 
55  00 
100  00 
40  00 


40  00 


125  00 


135  00 


70  00 


60  00 


40  00 


120  00 


120  00 


140  00 


150  00 


50  00 


130  00 


100  00 


50  00 


50  00 


40  00 


50  00 


40  00 


277 


Table  of  Catholic  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1S81-S2.— Continued. 


COUNTIES. 


flocHELAOA. — Continued. 


Sault-an-R^oUet  (SacrMi^Qeur) . 
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«       No.  1 
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Table  of  Catholic  Superior  Edacation  for  the  year  1881-82. — Continued, 


COUNTIES. 


GASPi. 


Grande-Riviere 


CapOhatte 
Pare* 


Ste.  Anne  des  Monts 


Magdalen  Islands  (Havre^oz-Maisons). 
FozEiyer 


HOCHILAGA. 


Pointe-aux-Trembles 
Pointe-auz-Trembles 


St  Louis  de  Mile-End 


Cfttedes  Neiges. 
C^te  des  Neiges. 
St.  Henri 
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(c) 
(m) 


(c) 
(c) 

(e) 
(c) 
(c) 


0>) 


(b) 
(c) 
(c) 


1  (c) 


O 
00 
00 


o 


$  cts. 


50  00 


C4 

00 

00 


$  cts. 


60  00 


60  00        50  00 

I 
70  00  '     80  00 


60  00 


100  00 


30  00 


150  00 


150  00 


60  00 


100  00 


100  00 


140  00 


100  00 


50  00 


150  00 


100  00 


50  00 


40  00 


40  00 


55  00 


100  00 


40  00 


125  00 


135  00 


70  00 


60  00 


40  00 


120  00 


120  W^ 


140  00 


150  00 


50  00 


130  00 


100  00 
50  00 


50  00 


40  00 
50  00 


40  00 
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COUNTIES. 

i 

1 

6 

• 
00 

to 

j£ 

^-« 

o 
Q 

s 

3 

a 
1 

i 
1 

1 

Uodel  Schools. 

• 

2 

00 
00 

Qrant  1881-82. 

HocHELAGA. — ConHtMed, 
Sanlt-aD-Rteollet  f Sacr6-Cceurt 

1(c) 
1(c) 

$  Ct8. 

150  00 

$    Ct8. 
130  00 

Ste.  Ctmteonde , *•• 

100  00 

1  (c) 
1  (b) 
1  (c) 

1  (c) 
1  (b) 
1  (c) 
1  (m) 
1  (c) 
1  (b) 
1  (m) 

HUKTXNODON. 

HemniiDflrford 

70  00 
50  00 
50  00 

70  00 

St.  ADicet %» 

50  00 

«       No.  1 

60  00 

Ibervilli. 
St.  Alexandre 

40  00 
40  00 
100  00 
40  00 
40  00 
40  00 

40  00 

«                  • 

40  00 

St  Athanase  fiberville'i 

86  00 

Ste.  Briidde 

40  00 

St.  Geonzre  de  HenriTille 

40  00 

• 

u                                               ,    .  ,  ,  , 

t 

40  00 

St  Orcsoire  le  Grand 

40  00 

1 

ISLBT. 

Llslct 

226  00 
160  00 
40  00 
90  00 
60  00 
60  00 

LTslet 

1(C) 

1  (b) 
1  (c) 

1(g) 
1(b) 

St  Boch  des  Aolneta 

40  00 

StAubert 

90  00 

St  Jean  Port-Joli          •  •  •  •                  

60  00 

St.  Jean  Port-JoIi 

60  00 

1 

Jaoqubb-Cabthr. 
St  Lanrent .' , 

450  00 
170  00 

600  00 

••■••• 

1(c) 

170  00 
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COUNTIES. 

• 

so 
bo 

"3 

5 

'o 
O 

-3 
i 

flC 

d 

1-4 

• 
m 

■ 

B 

1 

< 

V 

Model  Schools. 

Omnt  1880-81. 

oc 

00 

X' 

-•A 

1  / 

Jacqubs-Cabtikb. — Conttnved. 
Lacfaine • 

1  (c) 

1  (b) 

1  (b) 

1  (g) 
1  (b) 

$  cts. 
180  00 

100  00 
75  00 
70  00 
45  00 
60  00 

140  00 

$  cts. 
200  00 

Lachine 

100  00 

Ste  Genevieve.  No.  1 ..« 

1(C) 

75  00 

Ste.  Genevifeve.  No.  1 

140  00 

Ste.  Anne  de  Bellevue 

45  00 

Ste.  Anne  de  Bellevue. 

60  00 

Pointe  Claire • 

. 

1(c) 

100  CO 

1 
1 

JOLIBTTB. 

Joliette 

1 

800  00 
60  00 

100  00 
70  00 
70  00 

100  00 
50  00 
60  00 

800  00 

St.  Ambroise 

1 

1(c) 
(( 

<( 

1  (b) 

1  (c) 
l(m) 
l(ni) 

60  00 

St.  Charles 

140  00 

St.  Paul  de  PIndustrie 

70  iK> 

Ste.  Elizabeth 

• 

« 

70  Oo 

Ste.  Elizabeth 

100  00 

St.  Felix  de  Valois 

50  00 

60  00 

1 

Kamodrahka. 

2000  00 

180  00 

60  00 

80  00 

40  do 

4T^  00 

2000  00 

St.  Anne  de  la  Pocati^re 

•••••• 

1  re) 
1(b) 

1    (C) 

1  (b) 
1  (m) 

180  00 

60  (H) 

Kamouraska 

60  00 

Riviere  Quelle 

1(c) 

80  00 

Rin6re  Quelle 

40  00 

St.  Alexandre • 

40  00 
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•r                                     -            •                                                                               - 

COUNTIES. 

1 

o 

O 

1 
1 

3 

■ 

9 

? 

DO 

0 

1 
< 

4 

i 

< 

• 

CO 

1 

• 

2 

00 
00 

1— 1 

o 

• 

1— 1 
00 
00 

rM 

-*» 

O 

Kakocbahka. — Continued. 
St.  Alexandre '. . . . 

• 

1  (c) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 

1  (K) 
1  (b) 

1  (m) 

$  cts. 

60  00 
40  00 
40  00 

%  cts. 
80  00 

St.  Andre ." 

60  00 

St.  Denis 

40  00 

St.  Philippe  de  N6ri 

40  00 

St.  Paschal 

40^00 

St.  Paschal 

40  00 

Stf.  Hel6ne 

40  00 

ac(b) 

Lapbairib. 
Lftprairie  r Villajre^ .... 

176  00 
90  00 
40  00 
40  00 
60  00 
60  00 

175  00 

4(                                        U 

• 
1(C) 

1  (m) 
1  (b) 
1  (tn) 
1  (m) 

90  00 

St.  Constant 

40  00 

St.  Isidore 

40  00 

St.  Jacques  le  Mineur 

40  00 

St.  Philippe 

50  00 

1  (c) 

Latal. 
Laval  (St.  Vincent  de  Paul) 

100  00 
60  00 
60  00 
60  00 
70  00 
40  00 

85  00 

St.  Vincent  de  Panl , 

1  (c) 
1  (c) 
1  (b) 
l(c^ 
1  (b) 

60  00 

St.  Martin  (Village) 

60  00 

u 

60  00 

Ste.  Rose  (Village)  

70  00 

11 

40  00 

1 

Lfcvia. 
Levis 

1400  00 
90  00 

1400  00 

L^vis 

1(c) 

120  00 
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COUNTIES. 


to 

9 

^^ 
O 

O 

1 

«Q 

3 

3 


to 

o 
Q 

•c 

■§ 


<P 
9 

s 


s 

o 

•8 


T 


«0 

00 

00 

OD 

1— 1 

*^ 

>«> 

■w 

a 

• 

S 

c 

o 

CJ 

Lftyis. — Cofilifiuedl 


St.  Joseph  (Lancon) 
Lanson  (St.  Joseph) 
St.  Nicolas 


St.  Nicolas, 


Etchemin  (St  Bomuald) 

u  u 


St.  Bomuald  (New  Liyerpool) 
St.  Bomuald  (New  Liverpool) 

St.  Henri 

St.  Jean  Chrysostdme . 

St  Lambeft 

LoTBoniBi. 


Lotbini^re 


St  Louis  Lotbini^re, 
Ste.  Croix 


Leclercville  (Ste.  Sm61ie). 

St  Agapit 

St  Antoine  do  lllly 

St  ApoUinaire 

StFlavien 


St  Sylvestre , 

Ste.  Agathe,  No.  2.... 
St  Jean  des  Chaillons. 
St  Oilles 


1(c) 


1(c) 


(b) 
(c) 
(b) 


$  cts.  '  $  cts. 

150  00  '  150  00 

225  00  250  00 

150  00  140  00 

, 60  eo 

100  00   130  00 


(b)  » 200  00 


(g) 
(b) 
(m) 

(m) 
(m) 

(c) 
(b) 


60  00  50  00 
50  00  50  00 
40  00  .  40  00 
40  00  40  00 
125  00   115  00 


(m) 
(m) 
(m) 
(m) 
(m) 

(c) 
(m) 
(m) 
(m) 


70  00 


:o  oo 


75  00  75  00 

75  00  90  00 

40  00  40  00 

50  00  50  00 

50  00  50  00 

60  00  60  00 


50  00 


50  00 


100  00   100  00 


40  00 


40  00 


40  00 


50  00 


40  00 
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COUNTIES, 

i 
1 

i 
1 

1 

,     8 
1 

"8 

• 

00 
• 

o 

00 
00 

■*» 

o 

Grant  1881-82. 

1 

MASXIVONOi. 

Ri7i^re-da-Lotip,  No.  1 

1    (C) 

1  (b) 

1  (m) 
1  (c) 
1  (c) 
l(m) 

1  (m) 
1  (c) 
X(b) 
1  (m) 
1  (c) 

-     *     -     .      •    •    A    • 

$  cts. 
60  00 
60  00 
60  00 
75  00 
75  00 

$  cts. 
60  00 

u                           u 

60  00 

St.  Lton  (Dnmontier) 

50  00 

StPaulin 

1     75  00 

Ste,  Ursule  

65  00 

MukinoDg^ 

40  00 

MiOANTIO. 

Ste.  Anastasie  de  Nelson .... 

40  00 
100  00 
70  00 
50  00 
80  00 

50  00 

St.  Calixte  de  Somerset 

90  00 

CI                                   (1 

70  00 

Ste.  Jalie  de  Somerset 

50  00 

St.  Ferdinand  d'Halifex 

• 

80  00 

1 

\ 
i 

MlSBIBQDOI. 

West  Farnham 

200  00 
70  00 

200  00 

St.  Komnald  de  Farnham 

t 

1  (c) 

1     (b) 

1  (c) 

1  (1.) 

1    (0) 

1  (c) 

100  00 

1(0) 

MOHTCALM. 

St.  Jacques  de  TAchigan 

120  00 
40  00 
45  00 
45  00  ' 
50  00 

100  0(J 

120  00 

U                      K 

40  00 

Rawdon 

60  00 

u 

^  ^    a    M    a  A 

45  00 

St  Esprit 

50  00 

St.  Liiniori 

90  00 

» 

1 

8t.  Thomas  ^colliffe  Dnfresne) 

120  00 

140  00 

40  00 

100  00 

u                     ^                ,  ^  ^, , 

1(c) 

■                              ■   a 

1  (m) 

120  00 

Berthier 

40  00 
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COUKTIES. 


LiviB. — CarUinued. 


St.  Joseph  (Lanzon) 
Lanxon  (St.  Joseph) 
St.  Nicolas 


St.  Nicolas, 


EtcEemin  (St.  Romnald) , 

a 


u 


St.  Bomnald  (New  Liyerpool) 
St.  Bomuald  (New  Liverpool) 

St.  Henri 

St.  Jean  Ghrysostdme . 

St.  Lambert 

LOTBDfliBB. 


Lotbini^re 


St.  Louis  Lotbini^re, 
Ste.  Croix 


Leclercville  (Ste.  Em^lie). 

St.  Agapit 

St.  Antoine  do  TOly 

St  Apollinaire 

SiFlavien 


StSylvestre , 

Ste.  Agathe,  No.  2 ... . 
Si  Jean  des  Chaillons. 
StGilles 


"o 
O 

1 

CO 

s 
s 


9 

o 

'3 

0 

a 


CO 

§ 

•s 


1(C) 


1(c) 


1 

M 
o 

•g 


(b) 

(c) 

(b) 

(c) 

0>) 

(K) 

(b) 
(m) 

(m) 

(m) 

(c) 
(b) 


(m) 
(m) 
(m) 
(m) 
(m) 

(c) 
(m) 

(m) 

(m) 


O 
«0 
00 


0 


oo 

00 


$  cts.      $  cts. 


160  00  I  150  00 


225  00      250  00 


150  00      140  00 


60  eo 


100  00  .  130  00 


.  20O  00 


60  00  >  50  00 

50  00  50  00 

40  00  i  40  00 

40  00  40  00 

125  00  I  115  00 


70  00 


ro  00 


75  00        75  00 


75  00  '     90  00 


40  00 

50  00 

50  00 

60  00 

50  00 

100  00 

40  00 

40  00 


40  00 
50  00 
50  00 
60  00 
50  00 
100  00 
40  00 
50  00 
40  00 
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COUNTIES. 

i 

o 
o 

1 

• 

Academies. 

Model  Schools. 

00 

• 

o 

00 

00 

o 

Grant  1881-^2. 

1 

Maskinono£. 
Rivi^re-da-Lonp,  No.  1 

1  (c) 
1  (b) 
1  (m) 
1  (c) 
1  (c) 
■l(m) 

1  (m) 
1  (c) 

l.(l>) 
1  (m) 
1  (c) 

$  cts. 
60  00 
60  00 
50  00 
75  00 
75  00 

%  cts. 
60  00 

u                          u 

60  00 

St.  IA>Q  (Dumontier) 

50  00 

St.  Panlin 

>     76  00 

Ste,Ureule   

66  00 

MMkinonge 

40  00 

MioAKTIO. 

Ste.  Anastasie  de  Nelson 

40  00 
100  00 
70  00 
50  00 
80  00 

50  00 

St.  Calixte  de  Somerset 

90  00 

f(                           u 

70  00 

Ste.  Julie  de  Somernet 

50  00 

St  Ferdinand  d'Halitax 

• 

80  00 

1 

\ 

MiSSISQUOI. 

West  Farnham 

200  00 
70  00 

200  00 

St.  Romuald  de  Farnham 

1  (c) 
1  (b) 

1     (C) 
1     (1.) 

1   (c) 
1  (c) 

100  CO 

1(c) 

MOHTGALM. 

St.  Jacques  de  TAchigan 

120  00 
40  00 
45  00 
45  00 
60  00 

100  0} 

120  OO 

u                 k 

40  00 

Rawdon 

60  00 

u 

>«•••• 

45  00 

St.  Esprit 

50  00 

St.  Lignori 

90  00 

• 

1 

Bt.  Thomas  (^colUsre  Dnfresne'^ 

120  00 

100  00 

II 

1(c) 

140  00 

120  00 

BertUer 

1  (m) 

40  00 

40  00 
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COUNTIES. 


MoHTMAGMT. — Continued, 

St.  Francois  (Riviere  da  Sud) 

Cap  St.  Ignace 

lie  auz  Qraes 


CB 

be 


3 

5 


o 


s 

13 

a 


Montmorency. 


L'Ange-Qardien 
Ste.  Famille... 


Ste.  Famille 


St.  Jean, 


Ch&teau-Richer 


St.  Joachim 
St.  Laurent  , 


u. 


St.  Pierre 


Ste.  Petronille. 


Ste.  Anne  de  Beaupr6 

Ste.  Brigitte  (de  Laval) 

MONTRKAL 


Ste.  Marie 


School  of  sciences  applied  to  arts 
Acadcmie  Ai  Plateau 


Acadcmie  St.  Denis  (St.  Denis  Street). 
St.  Vincent  de  Paul 


Marianites  (St  Hubert) 


m 
«> 

a 

1 


1(b) 
1(b) 


I  (c) 


1(c) 


8 

OQ 


(c) 


^  I 

00 
I 

o 
oc 

00 


13 

g 


$  cts. 


50  00 


(m)       40  00 

! 

(m)  '     40  00 


oc 

i 

OC 

oc 


o 


(m)       60  00 
80  00 


(b) 
(m) 

(b) 


60  00 

100  00 

40  00 

60  00 


(m)       40  00 


00 


50  00 
90  00 


(m)       60  00 


(m) 

(c) 
(m) 


50  00 
50  00 
40  00 


$  cts. 
50  CM 
40  00 
40  <Hi 

50  00 
60  00 
60  00 
100  00 
40  00 
70  00 
40  00 
50  00 
90  00 
63  00 
53  00 
60  00 
40  00 


1  (c) 
1  (c) 


1750  00 

2500  00 

500  00 

90  00 

80  00 

90  00 


1800  00 

2500  00 

500  00 

80  0«» 

80  00 

90  00 
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COUNTIES. 


Montreal  — Continued. 


81.  Jacques  CMontrea]) 

Sacre-C*a»ur,  (Ontario  Street) 

Sacre-Coeur  (St.  Catherine  Street),  Montreal, 

Academic,  (Palais  Street) 

Academie  de  rcvdche 


Mis^  Baldwin's  School 


Pointe  St.  Charles  (St  Gabriel), 
Csitbf  lie  Commissioners 


bo 

« 

O 
O 


ce 


O 


be 

r—* 

'o 

o 

s 

CO 

p 

(3 


Ste.  Brigide 


Napisbville. 


St.  Cyprien 


u 


St.  Edonard 


St.  Michel 


St.  Patrice  de  Sherrington 


St.  Hemi 


i; 


NlCOLBT. 


St.  Grcgoire 


Becaixour  .... 

Genlilly 

Nicolet  (Town) 
Xicolet 


St.  Cclestin 


CD 
O 

a 

1 

< 


a(b) 


1  (c) 


o 


1  (c) 


1(c) 


I  (c) 
1  (c) 
1  (c) 
1  (c) 

1  (b) 

1  (0) 


1  (c) 


1  (m) 

1  (c) 

1  (m) 

1  ((•) 

1  (b) 


1  (m) 
1  (c) 
1  (c) 
1  (b) 
1  (c) 


00 
I 

o 

00 
00 


0 

ce 


$  cts. 

625  00 

125  00 

60  00 

40  00 

125  00 

^0  00 

90  00 

1600  00 

80  00 


80  00 
80  00 
60  00 
60  00 
60  00 
60  00 
40  00 


160  00 


50  00 


90  00 


60  00 


70  00 


°? 

f— • 
00 
00 


{3 


^  cts. 
626  QO 
140  00 

80  00 

80  00 
180  00 

60  00 

130  00 

1600  00 

80  00 


80  00 
80  00 
50  00 
60  00 
60  00 
60  00 
40  00 


150  00 


60  00 


80  00 


60  00 


40  00 


70  00 


\ 
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COUNTIES. 


NicoLKT. — Continued. 
Ste.  Oertrude..., 


Ste.  Monique 


a 


St.  Pierro  les  Becquets. 
St.  Vinceslas 


St.  Gr^golre 
Ste.  Eulatie  . 


Ottawa. 
Catholic  Commissioners  (Hull). 

Hull 


Maniwaki  (N.  D.  da  Desert) 
Montebello 


N.  D.  de  Toutes-GrAces  (Hull) 
St  Andrg  Avelio. . . 


Aylmer 

Waterloo  (Village). 

Buckingham 

Buckingham 

Ripon 

St.  Antoine  de  Hull 


Pointe  h  Gatineau 


POBTNIUT. 

Pointe-aux-Trembles 


u 


o 

o 
o 


ee 
u 

•Q 


Cap  8ant6 


«0 

bo 

o 


CB 


1(c) 

1(C) 


1(C) 

1(b) 


OQ 

1 

.a 

cc 

■o 
o 

:3 


(g) 

(c) 

(b) 

(m) 
(m) 

(b) 
(m) 


oo 

i 

o 

30 

00 


(b) 

(c) 
(m) 


(m) 
(0) 

(b) 

(c) 
(m) 

(c) 
(b) 


1  (m) 


$  cts. 
60  00 


OD 
I 

00 

OD 


$  cts. 
60  00 


50  00  50  00 

I 

40  00  ;  30  00 

50  00  50  oo 

40  00  40  00 

75  00  75  00 


40  00 


170  00 


300  00  ;  300  00 


70  00  '     70  00 


200  00      180  00 


200  00      230  00 

I 

50  00  ,     50  00 


200  00 


100  00 


40  00 


200  00 


80  00 


50  OO 


70  00 


40  00       40  OO 
40  00  i     40  00 


40  00 


200  00 


240  00 


40  GO 


40  00  I     40  OO 
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COUKTIES. 


00 

a 

O 
O 


o 


PoRTNBCF. — Continued. 


Deachambaalt 


Grondine)»,  No.  2 
Portneuf 


St.  BMile 


8te.  CatheriDe 


St.  Jean  (Ecnreuils) 
^t  AugUBtlQ 


u 


8te.  Jeanne  de  Neuville 


'St.  Casimir 


Qdebkc  (Citj). 
t>chool  of  Aria  and  Design  (Brothers) 

Kcolu  da  Patronage 

C&thoiic  Commissioners  (Brothers) 

Ecole  Com.  du  Fabourg  St.  Jean  (Feet*  an) 


Socicte  d'education 


Saurs  de  Cbarit6 


BcBors  da  Bon  Pasteur 

SosuTs  de  la  Congregation  (St.  Boch)  . . 
Si.  Saaveur  (Sours  de  la  Congr^tion) 
FoBurs  de  charitd  (  ittle  boy  boarders) 
''ape  Diamond ■ 


CO 
4) 

o 


a 


1(b) 


1(c) 


1(g) 


1 


1  (b) 


1  (m) 

1  (g) 
1  (b) 

1  (m) 

1  (m) 

1  (m) 


1  (b) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 


1  (b) 
3(b) 
1  (b) 


1  (c) 
I  (c) 
I  (c) 
1  (c) 


GO 
I 
O 
00 
00 


0 

e 


C4 

00 
I 

^^ 

00 
00 


$  cts. 


$  cts. 


70  00        70  00 


no  00 


50  00 


45  00 


50  00 


50  00 


60  00 


50  00 


75  00 


40  00 


40  00 


40  00 


110  00 


50  00 


45  00 


50  00 


50  00 


50  00 


50  00 


190  00 


40  00 


40  00 


40  00 


1000  00 


200  00 


486  00 


85  00 


1000  00 
200  00 


486  00 


90  00 


944  0(P   944  00 


100  00 


100  00 


100  00 


200  00 


100  00 


100  00 


100  00 


200  00 


40  00 


50  00 
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Table  of  Catholic  Superior  Education  for  the  yoar  1881-32. — Contitmed 


COUNTIES. 


QoEBKC  (City). — Continued. 
St.  Sauveur  (Brothers) 


Asylum  Sisters  of  Chanty , 

N.  D.  de  la  Garde  (Cap  Blanc). . . . 

Ecole  de  Mme  Cote  (St.  Boch)  . . . . 

St.  Francis  Street  School  (St.  Boch) 

Acad6mie  LavallS  (St  Sanveur). . . . 

Miss  Neville's,  Ste.  Famille  Street.. 

Montcalm  Ward 

QcKBKC  (County) 
St.  Colomban  (de  Sillery) 

Btrauport 

Cap  Kouge '. 


CI 


GO 

to 

« 

o 
o 

o 
» 

X 

33 


00 

to 


o 


B 
<5 


1(b) 


Charlesbourg 


I 


N.  D.  des  Laurentides  (Charlesbourg,) ' 1 1  (c  m 

St.  Ambroise 

St.  Ambroise 


Sillery  (SoBurs  de  J.  M.) 
BelleYue 


Andenne  Lorette, 


Ste.  Foye. 
Bicbmoud 


BiCUBLIKU. 


Sorel  (Town) 


1  (c) 
I  (c) 


1(b) 
l(<) 


o 


OQ 

O 


00 

o 

00 

oc 


2 

o 


oc 

I 

QC 


<      ;: 


1  (b) 

1  (C) 

1  (C) 

1  (m) 

1  (b) 


1  (b) 


S  t?-. 


$  cts. 

200  00  200  uO 

50  00  100  0«> 

100  00  1€0  •-> 


70  00 


70  '"> 


40  00        40  • 
40  00   ' 


60  00        65  0" 


40  V*' 


1  (m)  1  200  00      20rt  .  ' 


1  (m)  !     50  00 


I 


50 


1   (b) 

1  (g) 
1   (bj 

1   (K) 


1  (m) 


1  (m) 
1  (m) 
l(m) 


100  00  ,  100  '•' 

40  00  60  e- 

40  00  40  «  " 

40  00  4'i  ♦)'"' 

100  00  100  f"i 


50  00 


5'»  •■ 


40  t'o 


75  00  '  175  0*) 


160  00      150  'Ki 


40  00  :     40  0.^ 


60  00        60  0' 


60  n. 


300  00      300  •'■■> 


360  00  .  380 
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Table  of  Catholic  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1881-82.— Cow/twwe^/. 


1 

COUNTIES. 

• 
CO 

1 

5 

• 
CD 

§> 
o 

1 

■ 
m 

C 

i 

< 

• 

1 

:3 

Grant  1880-81. 

Grant  1881-82. 

RiCHBL  IKC. — Continued. 
St   Aim^ 

1(C) 

1  (I.) 

I  Cb) 
1  (c) 

$  eta. 
50  00 
75  00 
60  00 

$  cts. 
50  00 

<i                         , ,            ,   , 

75  00 

St    Onrs  {Town's 

60  00 

St     Ours 

60  00 

1 

BlMOUSKI. 

Rimonski  (s^minaire  de  St.  Germain  de). . . 
St    Oemiain  ^RimoaRki^ 

3000  00 

350  00 

60  00 

60  00 

2200  00 

1(C) 

• 

320  00 

1t,iTiioiiiiki  ^OrDhclinat^ 

•••••■ 

•••••• 

1   (c) 

80  00 

"RivnAiKiki  /Sn>nrR  Haci  rw^tit^s  ^coIpb^      . .    . . 

60  00 

"Kf Aison   m^ro              -.«... 

100  00 

M atone  ^St  J^rfime^ 

1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 
l(m) 
l(m) 

50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
60  00 
50  00 
50  00 
40  00 
40  00 
40  00 

50  00 

St«?    C^ile  dn  Bic 

50  00 

St    Fabi«rn . . 

50  00 

St^  Simon 

50  00 

McNker 

• 

50  00 

St^    JLnctf •  .... 

50  00 

Ste    FLiTie 

40  00 

St    Ansrcle  de  Merici 

40  00 

St   A  naclet 

St    Octave  de  M^tis 

40  00 

1 

BOUYILLB. 

flt^   'Marie  de  Monnoir 

800  00 
110  00 
200  00 

800  00 

4«          

1  (c) 

120  00 

St.  Oesaire 

1 

220  00 
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Table  of  Catholic  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1881-82. — Conlinuefl. 


COUNTIES. 


RouviLLC. — Continued. 


St,  Cesaire 
St.  Hifairc 


St.  Hilaire. 


Ste.  Ang61e 
St.  Mathias  . 


8t.  Htacihthi. 


St.  Hyacinthe 

St.  Hyacinthe  (Soeors  de  la  Pr^seutation), 

St.  Hyacinthe  (Acad^mie  Girouaid) 

Acad.  Prince  (St.  Hyacinthe) 

St.  Denis 


St.  Denis 


St.  Charles. 


St.  Judes 


St.  John. 


St.  John. 


<f 


LacoUe 


Ste.  Maignerite  (FAcadie). 
St.  Valentin 


St.  MA.URIOI. 


Yamachiche. 
Yamachiche 


Pointe  dn  Lac. 


i 

60 

W 

0) 

^H« 

o 

o 

o 

o 

m-^ 

eS 

0 

§ 

•5 

^  N 

Q 

c 


00 

a 

1 


O 
O 


1(c) 

1  (b) 

1(c) 

!  I  (c) 
'  1(b) 

Um) 


1  (b) 


1(c) 


1(c) 


1(c) 
1  (b) 
1(c) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 


1  (m) 


1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 

1  (b) 

1  (m) 


I 

^       j  « 

00             >  X 

00  oc 

I  ^ 

g  E 

$  ct8.  I  $  ci$. 

'  75  <M) 

60  .00   I  60  <><• 

8o  00 

40  00  '  40  0<) 
;  40  <»o 


80d  00 
150  00 
40  00 
40  00 
90  00 
40  00 
100  00 
40  00 


800  00 
140  Oi> 
40  00 
40  OA 
90  (M» 
40  Oil 
100  nil 


200  00 

170  00 

60  00 

50  00 

60  00 


200  (M) 

170  <Hi 

60  00 

45  00 

60  0«. 


200  00   180  Oo 


90  00    90  f*^' 


70  00 


lO  oo 
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Table  of  Catholic  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1881-82. — Continued. 


COUNTIES. 


I 

I—* 

o 

1 

S 
A 


so 

& 


S 


e8 

a 


0) 


O 

o 

OQ 


I 


o 

00 
00 


g 

o 


C9 

°? 

00 
00 


St.  Maurici. — Continued. 

Couvent  St.  Louis  (Pointe  du  Lac) 

» 
Shawinigan  (St.  Boniface) 

Gatineau  (St.  Bernali^) 


Sheffobd. 


Oranby 

Waterloo  (Tillage). 


Shkrbbooei. 


Sherbrooke 


SOULANOES 


Ltes  CMtcb  (Soalanges) . . 
St.  Joseph  (Les  CMfes) .  • 
Coteau  LandlDg  (village) 
Coieau  du  Lac 


Cotean  du  Lac. 


St.  Polycarpe 


ti 


St.  Zotique  (village)  

-<  (Aividre-Beaudet) 

19 


1(c) 


1  (c) 


1  (c) 
1  (m) 
1(c) 


$  eta. 


50  00 


60  00 


%  cts. 


50  00 


-60  0. 


1       ) 
1  (m) 


70  00 


40  00 


70  00 


40  00 


2000  00 


300  00 


2000  00 


300  00 


60  00 

60  00 

1  (b) 

60  00 

60  00 

1  (m) 

60  00 

60  00 

1  (b) 

60  00 

60  00 

1  (C) 

50  00 

50  00 

1  (b) 

50  00 

50  00 

1  (C) 

70  00 

70  00 

1  (m) 

40  00 

40  00 

1  (m) 

40  00 

40  Ofi 

Table  of  Catholic  Sapeiior  Education  for  the  year  1881-82. — Contintied. 


BiemuT. 

1(111) 

TiKUWDBATA. 

1(c) 

1(b) 

1(c) 

I  (b) 
1  (g) 

I  (8) 

I  (b) 
1  <m) 
1  (m) 

l(c> 

110  oo 
70  00 
50  00 
70  00 

I 

TiunoHNi. 

3500  00 
SO  00 
260  00 
100  00 
«0  00 
70  00 

1(C) 

■ 

1  (c) 
I  (m) 

(c) 
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Table  oi  Catholic  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1881-82. — Continued. 


COUNTIES. 

Classical  Colleges. 

• 

Or* 

o 
o 

B 

o 

0 
73 

d 

I-H 

• 

m 

§ 
1 

1 

• 

00 

6 

i 

00 

1 

o 
oo 
cx> 

s 

• 

°? 

00 
00 

Tmrbe-Rivers. 
Three-Rivers 

1 

$  cts. 

2000  00 

500  00 

200  00 

$  cts. 

2000  00 

500  00 

"           (Society  d'Mucation) 

1 

•»           (Ursulines) 

1  (c) 

onn   00 

\                                  ^•••■» 

1 

AUV      vF  V 

Vaudbkoil. 
Kigaud  (culldge  Boarget) 

1000  00 
70  00 
60  00 
60  OC 
80  00 

1000  00 
60  00 
50  00 
60  00 
80  00* 

u 

1(c) 
l(in) 

1(c) 
1(b) 

Ste.  Marthe 

Vaadrenil  ,  *f 

VaudreuJi 

VKROHius. 
Varennes 

225  00 
70  00 

100  00 
70  00 
60  00 
40  00 
38  00 

500  00 
70  00 
90  00 
70  00 
50  00 
40  00 
50  00 

Varennes  . . .  • 

•      •••■• 

1(c) 

Verchires 

1 

Beloeil 

1(c) 

1  (m) 
1  (m) 
1  (m) 

1  (c) 

8t.  Antoine 

St.  Marc 

Contreocear 

WOLFI. 

Wotton  (St  Hypolite) 

125  00 

150  QO 
70  00 

140  00 

\K0    00 

Yahaska. 
Baie-dn-Febrre 

1(b) 

u                 u 

1  (c) 
1(b) 

70  00 

St.  David 

1  V      wV 

40     00 
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Tablk  of  Catholic  Superior  Education  for  the  year  1881-82. — Fin. 


COUNTIES. 

CD 
«> 

o 

S 
5 

Industrial  Colleges. 

• 
CD 

*§ 

< 

00 

1 

■ 

1—1 

o 
oo 

00 

I 

• 

*^ 

00 

oo 

g 

Yamaska. — End. 
8t.  David 

1    (C) 

1  (c) 
l(m) 

1  (g) 
1  (c) 

1  (c) 

$  cts. 
50  00 
50  00 

60  00 
60  00 

50  00 

• 

$  Ct«. 
50  00 

8t.  Francois  du  Lac  rvillaKe'j , . . . 

50  00 

St.  Fmnflois 

60  00 

St.  Thomas  de  Pien^ville. 

60  00 

Bt.  Michel  d' Yamaska 

60  00 

St.  Goillaume  d'Upton 

50  00 

* 
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List  of  Protestant  Superior  Edacation 


LOCALITY.- 

• 

1 
1 

• 

1 

o 

CD 

1880-^1 

1881 

-82 

COUNTY. 

Total  for  each 
county. 

• 

g 

Total  for  each 
county. 

Arsrentenll 

Jjaohnte 

I 

1 

1 
1 
1 

• 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

$ 

600 

50 

200 

660 

650 
50 

276 
50 

76 

200 

376 

226 

60 

60 

$ 

Grenyllle  ••••..... 

600 

Brome 

Knowlton 

1 

Sutton 

Kanflonville 

60 

76 

200 

400 

160 

260 

76 

200 

325 

R4>^iihvrnoi9r  .  r , . . . , . 

Yallevfield... 

76 

Berthier 

Berthier 

1 
1 
1 

200 

Compton 

Compton  ......... 

Eaton 

Scotstown 

Gould 

Cookshire, ........ 

60 
60 
60 

Hamd^^n  ....  

660 
50 

60 
60 

700 

Cbambly 

St.  Lambert 

60 

Chateauguay 

Drummond 

Ormstown  , 

50 

Ulyerston 

60 
60 

600 
50 
60 

300 
75 

160 

160 

60 
60 
600 
60 
60 

Hochelaga 

Huntingdon 

Jacques  Cartier 

Lotbiniire 

St  Henry 

Huntingdon 

Lachine 

1 

460 

460 

St.  Sylvester 

60 
200 
160 
100 

76 

60 

IffiMisquoi 

Bedford 

1 
1 

1 

OlarenceyiUe.' 

Dunham 

• 
••••••       • 

Sweetsbunr 
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List  of  Protestant  Superior  Education. — Continued. 


COUNTY. 


Missisqaoi 

Hegantic  . 

Montcalm 
Montreal  . 
Ottawa... 


Pontiac    . . 

Quebec  ... 
Bichmond. 

Hherbrooke 

Sheflford . . . 

Stanstead  . 


LOCALITY. 


Cowansville. 
Philipsbug. 
Stanbridge  . 
Inyerness  . . 


Leeds 


Bawdon 


McGill  Uniyersity. 
Tfanrso 


Hall 


Ajlmer . . 
La  P^che 


Chelsea. 


ShawTille . 
Clarendon. 


Bristol. 


Morrin  College  . . . . 
St  Francis  College. 
Danville 


Bishop's  College. 
Sherbrooke 


Oranby.  . 
Waterloo, 
Warden  . 


Stanstead 


1 
1 
1 


o 
o 


1880-^1 


S 


$ 

50 

50 


200 

75 

50 

4150 

150 
75 
50 
75 
50 

250 
75 


.a 
o 

i 

^  a 


1750 
1000 
100 
2250 
400 
300 
200 


600 


$ 


775 


275 

50 

4150 


400 


325 

1750 


1100 


2650 


500 


1881-82 


P 


75 
50 
50 
225 
75 
50 
4150 
50 
50 
50 
50 


225 

75 

75 

1750 

1000 


2250 
375 
275 
225 
50 
550 


U5 

o 


$ 


700 


300 

50 

4150 


200 


375 
1750 


1000 


2625 


550 
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List  of  Protestant  Superior  Education. — End. 


LOCALITY. 

• 

• 

1 

& 

•s 

188C 

)-81 

1881-82 

COUNTY. 

• 

1 

Total  for  each 
county. 

-^ 
O 

Total  for  each 
county. 

Stanstead 

Coaticook 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

$ 

400 
100 

60 
150 

60 

1160 
200 

$ 

450 

100 
76 

160 
76 

200 
60 

$ 

Hatlej 

Hasco&r 

1176 

St.  Johns 

•■"•    o*'o   •     •••••••••• 

St.  Johns 

1 

Lacolle 

226 

Three  Rivers 

Three  Rirers 

Marhleton 

1 

200 

Wolf 

1 

60 

60 

60 

20 

31 

16050 

16050 

16850 

16860 

APPENDIX  No.  VII 


COUNCIL  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION 
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CODNCIL  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


CATHOLIC   COMMITTEE. 


Sessions  of  October  39  and  21,  1881. 

Present  : — The  Honorable  Superintendent,  Chairman;  His  Grrace  the 
Archbishop  of  Quebec ;  Their  Lordships  the  Bishops  of  Three  Rivers,  Ri- 
mouski,  Montreal,  Sherbrooke,  Ottawa,  and  Chicoutimi ;  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau : 
Hon.  Judges  Routbier  and  Jett6  ;  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau,  and  P.  S. 
Murphy,  Esq. 

I.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

II.  Moved  by  Hon.  Judge  Routhier,  seconded  by  Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau, 
and  unanimously  resolved : 

'*  That  this  Committee  has  learnt  with  r^ret  the  death  of  I)r.  Hubert 
''  LaRue,  a  member  of  this  Council,  and  desires  to  tender  its  sympathy  to 
"  his  family  and  to  express  the  esteem  in  which  it  held  the  deceased  ou 
*'  account  of  his  taletlts  and  his  exertions  to  promote  the  interests  of  edu- 
"  cation  in  this  country. 

''  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  Madame  LaRue." 

III.  The  following  petitions  were  read  : 

lo.  From  the  college  of  Rimouski,  praying  for  an  increase  of  the  yearly 
grant. 

2o.  From  the  Superior  of  the  college  of  Ste.  Therese,  praying  for  special 
aid,  in  consequence  of  the  burning  of  that  institution. 
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3o.  From  St.  Mary's  college  (Montreal),  praying  to  have  its  grant 
increased. 

4o.  From  the  college  of  St.  Laurent,  praying  to  have  its  grant  in- 
creased. 

5o.  From  the  academy  of  the  Sacred  Heart  at  Etchemin. 

60.  From  the  model  school  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Congregation  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Vincent-de-Paul  (Montreal). 

7o.  From  the,  convent  of  Terrebonne. 

80.  From  the  convent  of  Ste.  Cunegonde  (Montreal). 

9o.  From  the  academy  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  Ste.  Catherine  street  (Mon- 
treal). 

lOo.  From  the  academy  of  the  Christian  Brothers,  in  the  village  of 
Lauzon. 

llo.  From  the  Bishop's  academy  (Montreal). 

12o.  From  the  Christian  Brothers  of  Ste.  Genevieve,  No.  1. 

13o.  From  the  convent  of  Montebello. 

1 4o.  From  the  model  school  at  Nouvelle,  county  of  Bonaventure. 

15o.  From  G.  S.  Vien,  inspector,  praying  for  an  increase  of  salary. 

IV.  Moved  by  Hon.  Judge  Jett6  : 

That  this  Committee,  after  due  consideration,  does  not  consider  it  ad- 
visable at  present  to  recommend  Mr.  Vien's  petition  to  the  attention  of  the 
Government. — Carried. 

V.  Moved  by  Hon.  Mr.  Ghauveau  : 

That  this  Committe  recommends  that  one  year*s  leave  of  absence  be 
granted  to  inspector  Tanguay,  in  consequence  of  his  continued  ill-health, 
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and  that  during  that  time  Mr.  Bouchard  do  still  remain  entrusted  with  the 
inspection  of  the  district  at  a  suitable  salary. — Carried. 

VI.  Moved  by  Hon.  Mr.  Ghauveau : 

That  this  Committee  recommend  to  the  Grovernment  the  appointment 
of  Pierre  Joseph  Suel  to  assist  or  replace  inspector  J.  W.  Alexander,  in  the 
district  which  the  latter  has  till  now  had,  at  an  annual  salary  of  $800. — 
Carried. 

VII.  Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  St.  Hyacinthe  : 

That  the  Rev.  Theodule  Boivin  be  named  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners  at  St.  Hyacinthe,  in  the  place  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grodard  who  no 
longer  resides  in  the  district. 

VIII.  Upon  motion  of  the  Bishop  of  Ottawa,  the  Committee  decided 
that  there  will  be  a  Catholic  Board  of  Examiners  for  the  county  of  Pontiac, 
to  meet  at  Portage  du  Fort,  and  that  this  Board  be  composed  of  Rev. 
Father  A.  Brunet,  J.  M.  G-.  Rooney,  Joseph  Timol6on  St.  Julien,  advocate, 
Edouard  H.  Rouleau,  Esq ,  M.D.,  and  Tancrede  C.  Q-aboury,  Esq.,  M.D., 
and  that  this  decision  be  recommended  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  Government. 

IX.  Moved  by  Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau : 

That  there  be  established  two  Catholic  Boards  of  Examiners  for  the 
county  of  Bonaventure,  one  to  meet  at  Carleton  and  the  other  at  New 
Carlisle,  for  model  and  primary  schools,  the  diplomas  of  such  Boards  to 
have  force  and  effect  in  the  counties  of  G-aspe  and  Bonaventure. — ^Carried. 

Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  Rimouski : 

That  the  Board  meeting  at  Carleton  be  composed  of  the  following 
persons :  P.  C.  Beauchcne,  M.P.,  Rev.  F.  A.  Blouin,  Rev.  F.  Gagn£,  Rev. 
Jacob  Gagn6,  H.  S.  Martin,  Esq. 

And  that  the  Board  meeting  at  New  Carlisle  be  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing persons  :  Rev.  P.  Napoleon  Thivierge,  Rev.  Cyprien  Larrivee,  Rev. 
J.  A.  Phileas  Fortiex,  M.D.,  F.  D.  Gauvreau,  Gordian  P.  Maguire. 
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X.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  lady  superior  of  the  Nans  of  La  Congrf- 
gtiiion  de  Noire-Dame,  informing  this  Committee  that  they  are  prepared  to 
open  a  normal  school  for  girls  in  Montreal.  ^ 

A  letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Bimouski  was  read,  asking  for  a  normal 
school  for  girls  at  Bimouski,  under  the  direction  of  one  of  the  religious 
communities  in  that  town. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Provincial  Secretary  enclosing  the  request 
made  by  the  Bishop  of  Three  Rivers  to  have  have  a  normal  school  for  girls 
established  at  Three  Rivers,  under  the  direction  of  a  religious  community. 

Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  Rimouski : 

That  the  request  for  the  establishment  of  normal  schools  for  girls  at 
Montreal,  Three  Rivers,  and  Rimouski,  be  referred  to  a  Sub-Committee 
n^uned  to  examine  these  requests  and  to  report  to  this  Committee  as  soon 
as  possible ; 

That  this  Sub-Committee  be  composed  of  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec, 
the  Bishop  of  Ottawa,  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  Hon.  Mr.  Chau- 
vean,  and  Judges  Routhier  and  Jette. 

Yeas  : — The  Bishops  of  Sherbrooke,  Ottawa,  Chicoutimi,  Rimouski,  Sir 
N,  F.  Belleau,  Judges  Routhier  and  Jette,  P.  S.  Murphy,  Hon.  Mr.  Ouimet. 
— 9. 

Nays  : — The  Archbishop  of  Quebec,  the  Bishops  of  Three  Rivers,  Mon- 
treal and  St  Hyacinthe. — 4. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

XL  The  Sub-Committee  for  the  examination  of  class  books  reported  as 
follows : 

Present : — The  Archbishop,  the  Bishops  of  Rimouski  and  Sherbrooke. 

October  19th,  1881. 

1.  La  grammaire  frangaise,  by  A.  L6v6que,  school-teacher,  printed  at 
Joliette,  1880. 
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Good  and  commendable,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  unimportant 
omissions  and  errors  which  will  be  corrected  in  the  next  edition. 

2.  Syllabaire  gridui  etricriatifdes  petits  enfants,  by  Mrs.  Emma  H.  C.» 
Quebec,  Langlais,  1881. 

Its  usefulness  is  not  evident  to  us.  It  seems  to  be  too  complicated  for 
the  little  children  for  whom  it  is  destined. 

E.  A.,  Archbishop  of  Quebec, 

Chairman, 

This  report  was  adopted,  except  as  to  the  Syllabaire  of  Mrs.  H.  C,  which 
will  be  examined  at  the  next  Session. 

XII.  Moved  by  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau  : 

That  the  salary  of  Dr.  Giard,  as  Secretary  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  and  of  this  Committee,  be  raised  to  $400  a  year,  when  he  is 
superannuated. 

XIII.  A  petition  was  read  from  Monseigneur  Guay,  curi  of  Notre-Dame 
du  Sacr6  Coeur,  county  of  Rimouski,  Joseph  Parent,  M.P.P.,  and  others, 
complaining  of  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  D.  Begin  does  his  duty  as  school 
inspector,  and  alleging,  amongst  other  grounds,  gross  negligence,  incom- 
petence, improper  language  in  public  at  the  church  door,  incorrectness  in 
his  reports. 

Moved  by  the  Archbishop : 

That  the  accusations  against  Mr.  D6sir6  B6gin  being  sufficiently  serions 
to  justify  an  investigation,  the  corresponding  secretary  be  instructed  to 
furnish  the  said  B6gin  with  a  copy  of  the  accusations  against  him,  and 
duly  summon  him  to  appear  in  person  or  by  attorney  before  the  standing 
Sub-Committee,  Thursday,  the  first  day  of  December  next  (1881),  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  in  the  room  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction 
(new  departmental  buildings,  Quebec). — Carried  unanimously. 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  the  21st. 
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Session  of  the  21st. 

Present: — The  same. 

XIV.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Provincial  Secretary,  proposing  the 
formation  by  the  Government  of  a  committee  to  conclude  the  examination 
of  the  books  which  are  to  compose  the  parish  libraries. 

Moved  by  the  Archbishop,  seconded  by  Sir  N  F.  Belleau : 

That,  considering  the  request  of  the  Government  and  the  Act  40  Vict., 
ch.  22,  section  5,  the  Bishop  of  Rimouski  be  asked  to  draw  up  rules  for 
the  choice  of  books  intended  for  parish  libraries  and  for  managing  such 
libraries. — Carried. 

XV.  The  following  report  was  submitted  by  the  Superintendent  : 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  report : 

That  since  the  month  of  June,  1880,  he  ha^  been  repeatedly  informed 
that  inspector  Samuel  Boivin  has  again  been  guilty  of  the  misconduct  for 
which  he  was  severely  reprimanded  by  this  Committee  at  its  session  in 
June,  1880. 

That  the  said  S.  Boivin  does  not  do  his  duty  properly,  that  his  reports 
are  very  irregularly  made,  and  that  this  year  particularly  he  has  made 
none,  notwithstanding  pressing  letters,  telegrams,  and  repeated  threats  from 
the  undersigned ;  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  being  put  to  unne- 
cessary expense  by  these. 

That  this  negligence  of  tHe  said  Boivin  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  duties 
does  serious  injury  to  the  interests  of  education  in  his  district. 

That  in  the  month  of  May  last  the  said  S.  Boivin  received  from  the 
Misses  Vitaline  St.  Hilaire  and  Josephte  Cot^,  teachers  at  la  Baie  St.  Paul, 
a  deposit  of  $57.08  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Superintendent,  in  order  to  obtain 
their  inscription  on  the  pension  list  for  teachers  of  primary  schools ;  that 
he  kept  this  amount,  which  was  not  repaid  to  the  said  teachers  till  after 


304 


they  had  made  an  expensive  journey  to  Quebec  last  September,  and  thanks 
only  to  the  undersigned  deciding  to  pay  them  out  of  Mr.  Boivin's  salary, 
and  it  was  only  on  the  15th  instant  that  he  received  Mr.  Boivin^s  autho- 
rization to  do  so. 

Consequently,  the  undersigned  recommends  that,  for  the  reasons  given 
in  the  first  complaint  produced  against  him,  and  for  those  above  specified, 
the  said  inspector  &.  Boivin  be  dismissed  from  his  office. 

(Signed,)  G6d6on  Ouimet, 

Superintendent. 

The  concluaions  of  this  report,  upon  motion  of  the  Archbishop,  were 
adopted,  and  the  Committee  recommended  to  the  Grovemment  the  removal 
of  the  said  Samuel  Boivin,  school  inspector. 

XVI.  Moved  by  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau : 

That  this  Committee  recommends  the  provisional  appointment,  during* 
one  year,  of  Mr.  Bernard  Lippens,  as  school  inspector,  instead  of  the  said 
S.  Boivin,  with  the  same  salary  as  the  latter. — Carried. 

XVII.  The  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  study  the  question  of  estab- 
lishing  girls'  normal  schools  at  Montreal,  Three  Rivers  and  Bimouski, 
reported  the  election  of  His  G-race  the  Archbishop  as  chairman,  and  the 
following  motion  unanimously  adopted  : 

That  this  Sub-Committee,  being  informed  that  the  Government  does 
not  consider  itself  in  a  position  to  devote  an  additional  sum  to  new  normal 
schools,  do  report  that  fact  and  abstain  from  all  further  action. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Kouthier,  seconded  by  Hon.  Mr.  Chau- 
veau,  this  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

XVIII.  The  Superintendent  informed  the  Committee  that  inspector 
Painchaud  had  sent  in  his  resignation. 

Moved  by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  : 

That  Mr.  Daniel  Paquet  be  appointed  school  inspector  for  the  Magdalen 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Painchaud,  resigned. — Carried. 
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Moved  by  Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau  : 

That  a  sub-committee,  composed  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  On6sime  Hubert 
and  AUard,  and  Philip  Leger  Joncas,  Esq.,  be  appointed  to  make  the  said 
Mr.  Paquet  undergo  the  examination  required  of  candidates  for  the  position 
ol  inspector  by  the  Act  40  Vict.,  chap.  23,  sec.  42. — Carried. 

XIX.  The  Committee  proceeded  to  the  distribution  of  the  fund  for 
siii)erior  education  and  poor  municipalities. 

Moved  by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec,  seconded  by  the  Hon. 
Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau : 

That  whereas  on  the  5th  of  April  last,  a  disastrous  fire  destroyed  the 
seminary  of  St.  G-ermain  de  Eimouski,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  libraries, 
the  furniture  of  the  class  rooms  and  halls,  as  well  as  the  museums  and 
collections  of  natural  history,  numismatics,  &c.,  which  had  been  begun ; 

Whereas  the  amount  of  the  insurances  (less  than  twenty  nine  thousand 
dollars)  was  insufficient  to  repay  the  loans  effected  for  the  construction  of 
the  buildings,  putting  in  hot  water  heating  apparatus,  furnishing 
the  class  rooms,  &c. ;  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  generous  contri- 
butions from  private  sources  was  swallowed  up  in  paying  the  loans ; 

Whereas,  for  these  reasons,  the  corporation  of  the  said  seminary  finds 
itself  unable  to  undertake  the  reconstruction  of  the  burnt  building  without 
incurring  a  debt  which  would  l>eggar  them  for  perhaps  half  a  century ; 

Whereas  the  diocese  of  St.  Germain  de  Bimouski  is  in  general  a  poor 
one,  with  but  small  means  to  carry  out  such  an  enterprise,  and  besides  the 
parishes  of  which  it  is  composed,  had  during  a  dozen  years  made  extraor* 
dinary  sacrifices  for  this  building  which  fire  has  destroyed  in  a  few  hours  ; 

Whereas,  finally,  this  seminary  is  the  only  classical  college  intended 
to  meet  the  want  of  higher  aducation  in  an  immense  diocese  comprising 
the  counties  of  Temiscouata,  Rimouski,  Bonaventure,  Gaspe,  and  a  grcfat 
portion  of  the  county  of  Saguenay  ; 

Whereas  this  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  however 

desirous  it  might  be  to  grant  to  this  seminary  much  more  considerable 
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aBsistance,  in  the  distribution  of  the  education  fund,  has  been  unable  to 
increase  its  grant  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  in  consequence  of  the 
smallness  of  the  amount  at  its  disposal  and  the  growing  wants  of  other 
educational  establishments ; 

The  Catholic  Committee  of  this  Council  hopes  that  the  provincial  Le- 
gislature, at  the  instance  of  the  Grovernment,  and  as  an  exceptional  measure, 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  an  amount  proportionate  to  the  greatness  of  the 
calamity,  and  requests  the  Superintendent  to  present  this  petition  for  the 
favorable  consideration  of  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Grovernor  in  council 
and  also  of  the  provincial  Legislature  at  its  next  session. 

Moved  by  Judge  Bouthier,  seconded  by  the  Bishop  of  Montreal : 

That,  whereas  the  seminary  of  Ste.  Th^rese  has  sufiered  a  great  mis- 
fortune, in  the  burning  of  its  buildings  with  jiearly  all  the  contents  on  the 
5th  of  October  instant ; 

Whereas  the  insurances  (about  $4,000.00)  are  barely  sufficient  to  pay 

the  debt  previously  incurred  by  the  seminary,  and  the  losses  amount  to 

more  than  $100,000.00  after  deducting  the  insurances  ; 

• 
Whereas  the  corporation  of  the  said  seminary  has  determined  to  rebuild, 

and  has  already  taken  steps  to  reopen  its  classes,  in  the  interest  of  the 

youth  confided  to  its  care,  but  cannot  conti);iue  its  work  without  generous 

assistance ; 

Whereas  this  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  however 
desirous  it  might  be  to  grant  to  this  seminary  much  more  considerable 
assistance,  in  the  distribution  of  the  education  fund,  has  been  unable  to 
increase  its  grant  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  in  consequence  of  the 
smallness  of  the  amount  at  its  disposal  and  the  growing  wants  of  other 
educational  establishments ; 

This  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  hoi>es  that. the  Provincial 
Legislature,  at  the  instance  of  the  Ghovernment,  and  as  an  exceptional 
measure,  will  be  pleased  to  grant  an  amount  proportionate  to  the  great- 
ness oi  the  calamity,  and  requests  the  Superintendent  to  present  this  pe- 
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tition  for  the  favorable  consideration  of  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  G-orernor 
in  council,  and  also  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  at  its  next  session. 

Moved  by  Honorable  Mr.  Justice  Bouthier,  seconded  by  the  Bishop 
of  Montreal : 

That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  over  and  above  the  usual  sub- 
sidy, be  granted  to  the  seminaries  of  Ste.  Th6rese  de  Rimouski,  such  sum 
to  be  taken  from  the  superior  education  fund,  and  that  it  be  understood 
that  this  (Committee  regrets  that  the  means  at  its  disi>osal  do  not  permit  it 
to  grant  more,  the  Superintendent  attending  to  the  distribution  of  these 
two  assessments  of  one  thousand  dollars  among  the  institrrtions  entitled  to 
the  said  fund. — Carried  unanimouly. 

Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  Sherbrooke : 

That  the  subsidy  to  the  colleges  of  St.  Hyacinthe  and  Ste.  Marie  de 
Monnoir  be  increased  to  eight  hundred  dollars. 

Yeas : — ^Their  Lordships  the  Bishops  of  Three  Rivers,  Sherbrooke,  St. 
Hyacinthe,  Ghicoutimi,  Montreal,  and  Rimouski ;  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Jett6, 
Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  P.  S.  Murphy,  Esq.,  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau,  Hon.  &ed§on 
Ouimet. — 11. 

# 

Nays : — His  Grace  the  Archbishop,  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Routhier. — 2. 

Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  Three  Rivers,  seconded  by  the  Bishop  of 
Rimouski  : 

That  this  Committee,  while  strongly  desirous  of  encouraging  Canadian 
literature,  is  of  opinion  that  at  present  about  fourteen  thousand  volumes 
will  suffice  for  that  object,  that  number  of  volumes,  consisting  mostly  of 
Canadian  works,  being  every  year  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  inspectors  to 
be  distributed  in  the  schools,  and  respectfully  suggests  to  the  G-overnment 
io  no  longer  keep  for  the  purpose  5  p.  c.  of  the  superior  education  fund. 

Yeas : — ^His  Q-race  the  Archbishop,  Their  Lordships  the  Bishops  of 
Three  Rivers,  Sherbrooke,  Ottawa,  St.  Hyacinthe,  Chicoutimi,  Montreal, 
and  Rimouski. — 8. 
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Nays : — Sir  N.  F.JBelleau,  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Routhier,  Hon.  Mr,  Justice 
Jett6,  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chanveau,  P.  S.  Murphy,  Esq. — 6. 

Carried. 

The  Committee  then  concluded  the  examination  of  the  distribution  list 
for  the  fund  of  superior  education  and  poor  municipalities,  and  requested 
the  Superintendent,  who  prepared  this  list,  to  submit  it  for  the  approval 
of  the  Grovernment. 

XX.  Moved  by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  : 

That  in  future,  the  autumn  meeting  of  this  Committee  take  place  the 
first  Tuesday  after  Ember-days. — Carried. 


Session  of  May  17,  1882. 

Present  : — The  Superintendent,  chairman  ;  His  Grace  the  ArchbiBhop 
of  Quebec  ;  Their  Lordships  the  Bishops  of  Bimouski,  Montreal,  Sherbrooke, 
Ottawa,  St.  Hyacinthe,  Chicoutimi,  Grand  Vicar  Caron,  representing  the 
Bishop  of  Three  Rivers,  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Jett6,  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  P.  S. 
Murphy,  Esq.,  Dr.  Painchaud,  and  J.  G.  Bosse,  Esq.,  Advocate. 

I.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

II.  The  Superintendent  reminded  the  Committee  that  inspector  Tan- 
guay  obtained  six  months  leave  of  absence,  which  are  now  expired,  but 
that  Mr.  Tanguay  claimed  to  be  capable  of  resuming  his  duties. 

After  a  debate,  it  was  moved  by  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Jett6 : 

That,  considering  the  infirmities  of  inspector  Tanguay,  this  Committee 
do  ask  the  Government  to  replace  him  ;  but  that  on  account  of  his  long 
services,  he  be  granted  an  indemnity  of  $600.00,  without  prejudice  to  his 
claim  on  the  superannuation  fund  in  1885. — Carried. 
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III.  The  following  petition,  from  Mr.  C^lestin  Bouchard,  was  read : 

To  His  G-race  the  Archbishop,  Their  Lordships,  and  the  members  of 
the  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  undersigned  respectfully  sets  forth  : 

That  he  was  appointed  school  inspector,  pro  tempore ^  in  October  1881, 
for  the  inspection  district  oi  George  Tanguay,  Esq. ;  that  he  believes  he 
has  filled  the  position  properly  and  to  your  satisfaction ; 

That  your  petitioner  has  been  obliged^tojncur  great  expense  to  make 
the  inspection,  because  he  had  to  buy  a  horse  jand  (other  traveling  re- 
quisites ; 

Wherefore  your  petitioner  prays  to  be  continued  in  his  position  of 
inspector. 

And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray. 

(Signed,)  Celestin  Bouchard. 

Quebec,  May  16,  1882. 

Moved  by  the  Archbishop,  seconded  by  the  Bishop  of  Rimouski : 

That,  in  the  event  of  Mr.  Tanguay  being  replaced,  the  ^Committee 
recommends  that  the  G-overnment  appoint  as  inspector  in  his  stead,  and 
with  the  same  salary,  Mr.  Celestin  Bouchard'who  replaced  him  during 
more  than  six  months. — Carried. 

IV.  Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  Rimouski : 

That  this  Committee  recommends  to  the  Government  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Tremblay,  school  teacher  at  La  Baie  St.  Paul,  as  school 
inspector  in  the  place  of  S.  Boivin,  who  has  been  dismissed,  with  the  same 
^ary  as  the  said  S.  Boivin  received. — Carried. 

V.  Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  Chicoutimi : 

That  this  Committee  recommends  that  the  G-overument  increase  to 
$1,000.00  per  annum  the  salary  of  inspector  Savard. — Carried. ' 
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YI.  Moved  by  the  Bishop  of  Ghicoutimi,  seconded  by  the  Bishop  of 
Simouski : 

That  this  Committee  recommends  that  the  Government  grant  $200.00 
per  annum  to  F.  N.  O'Brien,  district  magistrate,  for  visiting  the  schools  in 
the  county  of  Saguenay. — Carried. 

YII.  The  consideration  of  a  petition  from  the  college  of  St.  Gesaire, 
praying  that  its  subsidy  be  increased,  vras  postponed  to  the  next  meeting. 

VIII.  The  following  report  of  the  Sub-Committee  for  the  examination 
of  class  books  was  read  : 

The  Committee  on  books  has  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

lo.  Cours  (F ArithnUtique — Arithmelique  Mentale,  by  X  X  X,  Quebec,  N. 
S.  Hardy,  publisher,  1882. 

Contains  nothing  objectionable  in  itself 

Numeration  is  treated  of  in  the  second  part. 

We  do  not  see  the  use  of  approving  works  of  this  kind,  because  the 
problems  can  be  varied  ad  infinitum, 

2o.  Syllabaire  groflui  et  ricriatif,  by  Miss  Emma  H.  G ,  Quebec,  J.  A- 

Langlois,  bookseller,  1881. 

Does  not  appear  to  be  always  correct  or  suited  to  children.  In  spelling 
some  words  certain   diphtongs  are  separated.     Some   spelling  exercises 

(page  23)  seem  to  be  too  difficult.       ^ 

3o.  We  annex  a  letter  from  Mr.  Toussaint,  dated  May  16,  1882,  con* 
cerning  the  changes  made  in  the  18th  edition  of  his  arithmetic,  1882,  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Committee. 

4o.  Recueil  cVexercices  $ur  Fanthm^tifjue,  by  F.  X.  Toussaint.  First  edi- 
tion, 1880. 

Recommended. 

(Signed,)  t  E-  A.,  Archbishop  of  Quebec, 

Chairman. 
Quebec,  May  17, 1882. 
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Moved  by  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau : 

That  this  report  be  adopted,  excepting  what  relates  to  the  ''  Syllabaire 
gradu6  et  r6cr6atif." 

This  motion  was  rejected.    Sir  N.  F.  Belleau  and  the  Hon.  Superinten- 
dent alone  voted  in  favor  of  it. 

The  report  was  consequently  carried. 

IX.  The  Bishop  of  Rimouski,  entrusted  with  the  drawing  up  of  rules 
with  regard  to  parish  libraries,  reported  as  follows  : 

Bishop's  Palace,  Rimouski,  April  25,  1882. 

To  the  Hon.  Gedeon  Ouimet, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instrmtion, 

Quebec. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  a  draft  of  the  by-laws  for  parish  libraries,  the 
preparation  of  which  was  entrusted  to  me  by  the  Catholic  Committee  of 

the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  at  its  last  meeting.     I  beg  that  you  will 

kindly  submit  it  to  the  said  Committee  at  its  meeting  next  May. 

I  remain,  &c.,  &c., 

(Signed,)  f    Jean,  Bp.  of  S.  G.  de  Rimouski. 

Draft  of  Rules  for  Parish  Libraries. 

Whereas,  by  the  Act  40  Vict ,  ch.  XXII,  sec.  5,  it  is  declared  that  an 
annual  grant  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  is  intended  to  aid  and 
establish  libraries  in  the  cities,  towns,  villages,  parish  or  townships  in  the 
school  municipalities  of  which  reasonable  amounts  have  been  contributed 
for  that  purpose  by  such  school  corporations  or  otherwise  ;  that  such  assis- 
tance will  be  given  in  money  or  in  books,  subject  to  the  conditions  deemed 
.suitable  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  council ;  and  that  these  libraries 
shall  be  subject  to  the  management,  inspection,  and  by-laws  which  may 
from  time  to  time,  be  made  by  the  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction. 
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This  Committee  makes  the  following  rules  : 

1.  These  libraries  are  to  be  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Bishop 
who  has  the  exclusive  right  of  vetoing  any  book  therein. 

2.  This  Committee  adopts  a  catalogue  of  books  suitable  for  Catholic 
parish  libraries,  and  copies  are  sent  to  the  Bishop  and  to  the  curi  of  each 
parish. 

3.  Every  cur6  wishing  to  obtain  assistance  for  a  library  or  to  form  a  new 
one,  is  invited  by  a  circular  accompanying  the  above  mentioned  catalogue, 
to  make  known  to  the  Committee,  within  one  month,  the  number  and  value 
of  the  volumes  in  the  Catholic  libraries  already  existing,  the  mode  of  their 
foundation  and  organization,  and  the  amount  of  the  yearly  contribution  for 
their  maintenance,  as  well  as  the  amounts  collected  in  each  locality  for  the 
•establishment  of  new  libraries  or  making  additions  to  the  old  ones,  and, 
finally,  a  list,  made  out  from  such  catalogue,  of  the  books  which  it  con- 
siders best  suited  to  the  locality. 

4.  A  synoptical  table  of  all  these  reports,  in  the  order  of  counties,  is 
prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent. 

5.  The  Committee  distributes  the  amount  at  its  disposal  among  the 
different  school  municipalities,  taking  as  a  basis  this  table  and  the  local 
requirements.  If  there  are  too  many  demands,  considering  the  amount 
granted  by  law  each  year,  the  distribution  takes  places  among  one-third  of 
the  localities  every  year,  or  among  them  all  every  third  year. 

6.  In  conformity  with  the  list  published  as  aforesaid  (art.  3)  the  Super- 
intendent sends  to  each  cur4  a  number  of  volumes  proportioned  to  the  sum 
granted  by  this  Committee  in  virtue  of  article  5  of  the  by-law. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed,)  t  JEAN,  Bp.  of  S.  G.  de  Bimouski. 

The  consideration  of  this  report  was  deferred  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Council;  a  copy  thereof  to  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Com- 
miitee. 
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X.  The  following  letter  was  read  from  the  Bishop  of  Chicoutimi  on  the 
subject  of  model  schools  : 

Chicoutimi,  April  1,  1882. 

To  the  Hon.  G-EDfioN  Ouimet, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 

Quebec. 

8lB, 

As  there  is  to  be  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  next 
May,  I  wish  to  offer  you  the  following  observations,  which  I  beg  you  will 
communicate  to  the  members  of  this  Council. 

r 
You  are  aware  that  some  of  our  model  school  are  at  the  same  time 

elementary  schools.  The  union  of  these  two  schools  under  one  roof  and 
under  the  care  of  one  teacher,  obliges  the  latter  to  divide  the  time  for  each 
class  between  the  two  kinds  of  pupils.  The  usual  result  of  this  state  of 
things,  is  that  one  body  of  pupils  is  lavored  to  the  other's  detriment ;  some- 
times even  they  are  both  equally  sufferers.  Can  there  be  no  remedy  to 
this  evil  ?  For  instance,  could  it  not  be  required  that  a  model  school,  to 
have  a  right  to  that  name,  should  be  completely  separated  from  the  elemen- 
tary school,  unless  the  total  number  of  pupils  of  both  kinds  did  not  exceed 
thirty ;  or  that  a  model  school  could  not  be  maintained  apart  from  the 
elementary  school,  unless  the  municipality  furnishes  at  least  twenty  pupils 
fit  to  follow  the  model  school  course. 

I  believe  that  in  this  way  we  would  have  good  model  schools,  and 
prevent  many  children  from  idling  away  their  time  and  many  teachers 
from  losing  their  reputation  for  capacity. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c., 

(Signed,)  f  DOM.,  Bp.  of  Chicoutimi. 

Moved  by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  : 

That  the  Bishops  of  Chicoutimi  and  Rimouski,  and  the  Saperinten- 
deut,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  plan  of  the  Bishop  of 
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Ghicontiini,  and  that  a  copy  of  his  letter  be  sent  to  each  member  of  the 
Committee. 

XL  Upon  motion  of  the  Bishop  of  St.  Hyacinthe,  the  Rev.  Th6odnle 
Boivin  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  de  la  Brnere  were  appointed  members  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners  for  St.  Hyacinthe. 

XII.  Upon  motion  of  the  Bishop  of  Montreal,  Mr.  Wm.  Fahey  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Montreal  Board  of  Examiners  vice  Mr.  William 
Doran,  resigned. 

XIII.  The  standing  Snb-Committee,  ordered  to  inquire  into  the  charges 
made  against  school  inspector  D.  B§gin,  presented  its  report,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  summary  :  s 

The  complaints  against  Mr.  B6gin  relate  to  the  following  matters  : 

lo.  That  he  neglects  his  duties,  by  not  devoting  sufficient  time  to 
visiting  the  9  model  schools  and  109  primary  schools  of  which  he  is  in- 
,  spector ;  by  never,  or  hardly  ever,  informing  the  Commissioners  of  the 
date  of  his  visit ;  by  examining  very  badly,  or  not  at  all,  the  accounts  of 
the  Secretary-Treasurers ;  by  not  affording  the  cur^s  an  opportunity  of  being 
present  when  their  inspection  takes  place. 

2o.  That  his  manner  of  examining  pupils  in  each  district  is  altogether 
insufficient. 

So.  That  he  takes  part  in  local  quarrels,  thereby  giving  rise  to  just 
discontent  by  using  his  influence  for  a  party. 

4o.  That  he  sometimes  addresses  a  whole  parish,  to  encourage  oppo- 
sition and  injure  certain  persons  of  whom  he  believes  he  has  a  right  to 
complain. 

5o.  That  he  upholds,  and  allows  to  subsist,  abuses  opposed  to  the  letter 
of  the  law  and  to  the  instructions  of  the  Council. 

6.  That  he  fails  to  comply  with  several  of  the  articles  contained  in  the 
instructions  of  the  Council  transmitted  by  the  Department. 
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7o.  That  in  his  report  to  the  Superintendent  he  spproves  of  the  measure 
which  orders  the  choice  of  a  single  book  on  each  subject  taught  in  the 
schools. 

80.  That  his  inspection  of  schools  amounts  to  nothing  and  in  no  way 
whatever  aids  the"^ progress  of  public  instruction. 

9o.  That  very  many  of  the  books  which  he  receives  from  the  Depart- 
ment to  be  distributed  in  the  schools  of  his  district  have  been  sold  by  his 
son  to  the  students  at  the  seminary  of  Eimouski. 

four  Sub- Committee,  after  having  examined  under  oath  Mgr.  Ghuay, 
Joseph  Parent,  Esq.,  senior,  Joseph  Parent,  junior,  Alfred  Pineau,  medical 
student,  and  inspector  B6gin  himself,  and  maturely  deliberated  up6n  their 
evidence,  has  reached  the  following  conclusions  which  it  submits  to  the- 
Committee. 

Upon  the  whole  your  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  occasion- 
to  take  further  proceedings  in  this  matter.  But  inspector  B6gin  must  be 
warned  by  the  Superintendent  not  to  make  use  in  future  of  oflFensive 
language  either  in  public  or  elsewhere  ;  to  inspect  the  schools  in  his  dis* 
trict  with  regularity  ;  to  devote  the  necessary  time  to  his  inspections,  and 
understand  that  there  would  have  been  no  complaint  against  him  if  he 
had  fulfilled  this  ^art  of  his  duties  with  more  energy. 

This  report  having  been  read,  Mgr.  Guay  and  inspector  Boivin  were 
heard,  and  gave  their  explanations  to  the  Committee. 

Moved  by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop,  that  the  conclusions  of  this 
report  be  adopted. — Carried. 

XIV.  Moved^y  Mr|Boss6 : 

That  Fran^ois-Xavier  Blouin,  Esq.,  advocate,  of  Quebec,  be  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Board  to  examine  candidates  for  the  office  of  inspector. — 
Carried. 

XV.  The  appointment  of  a  school  inspector  in  the  stead  of  Mr.  Pilon,, 
dismissed,  was  postponed  to  the  next  meeting. 

The  Comm  itte  adjourned. 
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PROTESTANT  COMMITTEE. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

Quebec,  7th  September,  1881. 

Which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  was  held.  Present :  Dr.  Cook,  Dr.  Dawson, 
O.M.&.,  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  Dr.  Mathews,  and  the  Hon.  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Dawson  was  requested  to  take 
ihe  Chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  former  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Mathews  intimating  his  accept- 

4 

ance  of  his  appointment  as  an  associate  member  of  the  Protestant  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  and  expressing  his  satisfaction 
with  the  honour  done  him. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  rei)orted  that  there 
had  been  some  correspondence  with  the  Dominion  Grovernment  in  regard 
to  the  payment  of  the  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fees  and  that  the  matter 
was  still  in  abeyance. 

The  Committe  requested  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion to  respectfully  recommend  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant  G-overnor  in 
Oouncil  to  establish  a  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners  at  New  Carlisle,  Co. 
Bonaventure,  and  that  Martin  Sheppard,  Esq.,  Rev.  Thomas  Blaylock, 
New  Carlisle ;  John  LeGrrand,  Esq.,  New  Carlisle ;  Rev.  Peter  Lindsay, 
New  Richmond ;  and  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  Shigawake,  be  appointed  members 
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of  the  said  Board  of  Examiners,  recommended  to  be  established  at  New 
Carlisle,  County  Bonaventure. 

The  special  Report  of  Mr.  Inspector  McLaughlin  on  the  Model  School 
at  Philipsburg  was  laid  before  the  meeting. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  stated  that  circulars 
had  been  sent  to  all  the  School  Inspectors  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,- 
requesting  them  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  tfie 
Post  Office  addresses  of  all  the  Protestant  Schools  within  their  respective 
Districts  of  Inspection.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  forward  said  lists 
of  Protestant  Schools  as  soon  as  obtained  to  the  Sub-Committee  on  "  Thk 
Educational  Record." 

The  gentlemen  recommended  at  last  meeting  had  been  appointed 
members  of  the  Boards  of  Examiners  as  follows,  viz. : — Dr.  J.  B.  Harrington, 
in  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Montreal ;  Rev.  Wm.  Ross  Brown,  in  the 
Board  of  Examiners  for  the  District  of  Bedford,  and  Rev.  F.  M.  Dewey,. 
B.A.,  in  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Richmond. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that 
nothing  had  as  yet  been  done  in  regard  to  the  School  Assessment  on  Price's 
Mills,  Metis. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gerald  H.  Brabazon,  Secretary,  Board  of 
Examiners,  Pontiac,  inquiring  whether  Protestant  candidates  for  Teachers* 
Diplomas  might  not  be  examined  orally,  and  in  February  and  August  as 
well  as  in  May  and  November,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  state  that 
all  Protestant  candidates  for  Teachers'  Diplomas  must  be  examined  as 
directed  in  the  amended  regulations,  viz.,  by  written  examinations  and  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Boards  of  Examiners  in  May  and  November  only. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  reply  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  M.  H. 
King,  President,  Board  of  Trustees,  St.  Sylvester,  enquiring  whether  the 
Mo4el  School  there  would  receive  the  Common  School  Grant  as  weH  as 
the  grant  from  the  Superior  Education  Fund,  that  said  Model  School  wa& 
entitled  to  its  share  from  the  Common  School  Grant  as  a  dissentient  Ele^ 
mentary  School. 
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A  letter  was  read  from  Eev.  D.  W.  Morison  enqairing  whether  the 
Tillage  of  Ormstown  might  not  be  erected  into  a  separate  municipality 
for  School  purposes,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  say  in  reply  that 
the  matter  must  be  referred  to  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction.  •^ 

Dr.  Mathews'  name  was  ordered  to  be  added  to  the  Sub-Committee  of 
cdhference  with  the  G-overnment  on  the  proposed  new  School  Law. 

On  the  motion  of  S.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Dr.  Cook,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved : 

"  That  Edward  T.  Hemming,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  of  Drummondville,  be  ap- 
X>ointed  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  under  sec.  15  of  the  Act  89  Vic,  cap.  XV." 

The  Report  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  the  proposed  New  School  Law 
was  submitted  by  the  Chairman,  B.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.  He  was  requested 
to  send  copies  of  the  Report  to  each  member  of  the  Committee,  for  their 
•  criticisms.  Should  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  be  in 
accord  with  the  views  of  the  Sub-Committee,  the  Chairman  was  authorized 
to  publish  the  Report  in  the  public  press  with  the  view  of  eliciting  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject. 

The  Secretary's  statement  of  account  shewing  a  balance  in  bank  of 
$1,749.45  was  examined  and  found  correct. 

The  Secretary's  account  for  contingent  expenses  amounting  to  $4.29 
was  ordered  to  be  paid. 

On  the  motion  of  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Dr.  Mathews,  it 
was  unanimously  resolved : 

"  That  the  inspectors  of  Academies  be  paid  |250  each  and  their  ex- 
jienses,  if  approved  by  the  Chairman." 

The  revenue  from  Marriage  License  Fees  for  the  past  year  amounted 
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to  $5,800,  after  deducting  $200  for  management.     Of  this  sum  |5,000  were 
impropriated  to  University  Education,  as  follows  ? 

HcGill  Uniyenity ^ $2,500  00 

Morrin  College 1,260  00 

Unireraity  of  Bishop^s  Ck>llege,  Lennoxville 1 ,250  00 

$5,000  00 

The  balance  of  the  Marriage  License  Fees  amounting  to  |800  being 
added  to  the  Protestant  portion  of  the  Superior  Education  G-rant  for  the 
year,  viz.,  $9,980.18,  gives  a  total  of  $10,780.13  for  distribuiion  of  this 
meeting. 

The  Committee,  after  carefully  examining  and  considering  the  rei)orts 
and  returns  of  the  inspectors  of  Academies  and  Model  Schools  in  connection 
with  the  annual  returns  from  the  different  educational  institutions  for 
superior  education,  agreed  to  recommend  the  payment  of  th^  following 
sums  annexed  to  each. 

Univebsitiks  and  Colleges. 

McGill  University $1,650  00 

Horrin  College 600  00 

8t.  Francis  College,  Richmond 1,000  00 

UniTendtj  and  Bishop's  College,  Lennozyille 1,000  00 

$4,150  00 

V 

Academies. 

Clou  L 

finntingdon • $600  00 

Lachnte,  Argentenil 600  00. 

Stanstead  and  W.  Ladies' College 600  00 

Compton,  Ladies*  College 400  00 

Coaticooke,  Stanstead 400  00 

•Sherbrooke 400  00 

$3,000  00 
Cl(U»  II. 

Bedford,  Missisquoi $300  00 

Oranby,  ShclTord 300  00 

Shawrille,  Pontiac 250  00 


320 


Berihier-en-haut 200  00 

Waterloo,  Shefiord 200  00 

Inverness,  Megantic* 200  00 

Knowlton,  Brome 200  00 

St.  Johns,  St.  Johns ! 150  00 

$1,800  00 
Cloia  III. 

Thurso,  Ottawa $150  00 

.    Eaton,  Compton 150  00 

*  Sweetsbntg,  Missisquoi 150  00 

Dunham,  Missisquoi 150  00 

«  Danville,  Richmond 100  00 

Hatley,  Stanstesid 100  00 

$800  00 

Model  Schools. 

Clats  L 

Clarendon,  Pontiac $  75  OO 

*  Valleyfield,  Beaubamois 75  00 

Hull,  Ottawa 75  00 

La  Peche,  Ottawa 75  00 

Clarenceville,  MissiBquoi 75  00 

Leeds,  Megantic 75  00 

$460  00 
Clau  II, 

CowansTille,  Missisquoi $  50  00 

*  St.  Henri,  Hochelaga 50  00 

*  Lachine,  Jacques  Cartier 50  00 

St.  Sylvester,  Lotbiniere 50  00 

*  Chelsea,  Ottawa 50  00 

Rawdon,  Montcalm *. 50  00 

Marbleton,  Wolfe 50  00 

PhilipsbuiK)  Missisquoi 50  00 

Cookshire,  Compton 50  00 

Mansonville,  Brome 50  00 

Hamden,  Compton 50  00 

*  Aylmer,  Ottawa 50  00 

Lacolle,  St.  John 50  00 

Magog,  Stanstead 50  00 

*  Grenville,  Aigenteuil 50  00 

St.  Lambert,  Chambly 50  00 

Ulverton,  Drummond 50  00 

$850  00 

[The  Institutions  marked  thus  (*)  not  having  sent  the  annual  returns  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  will  be  paid  the  grants  made  to  them  after  the  November  meeting  of  the  Cam- 
ittee,  only  if  such  returns  be  in  the  meantime  duly  lent  in.] 
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Total  amount  voted  for  Superior  Education  was  #16,050,  being  in 
excess  of  revenue,  $269.87. 

■ 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  on 
Wedaesday,  the  30th  November  next,  or  sooner,  if  necessary  on  the  call  of 
the  Chairman. 

GEORaE  WEIR, 

Secretary. 


Quebec,  30th  November,  1881. 

Which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  vi^as  held.  Present :  The  Lord  Bishop  of 
Quebec,  Chairman ;  Dr.  Cook,  Dr.  Dawrson,  Dr.  Mathews,  R.  W.  Heneker, 
Esq.,  D.C.L.,  and  the  Hon.  Gredfeon  Ouimet,  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction. 

The  minutes  of  former  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  E.  T.  Hemming,  Esq.,  Drummond- 
ville,  intimating  his  acceptance  of  the  appointment  as  an  associate  member 
oi*  the  Protestant  Committee  of  Public  Instruction,  and  expressing  his  due 
appreciation  of  the  honour  conferred  on  him. 

Apologies  for  noh-attendance  at  the  present  meeting,  from  the  Hon. 
Judge  Day,  the  Hon  Mr.  Ferrier,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Church,  and  E.  T.  Hem- 
ming, Esq.,  were  laid  before  the  Committee. 

The  prospectus  of  the  High  School,  Three  Rivers,  and  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Robert  M.  Campbell,  Principal  of  said  Institution,  regarding  its  esta- 
blishment, &c.,  were  laid  before  the  Committee.  Satisfaction  was  ex- 
pressed at  the  improved  prospects  of  this  Institution,  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  place  it  on  the  list  for  inspection. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  stated  that  no 

settlement  had  yet  been  reached  in  regard  to^the  disposal  of  the  school 
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assessment  of  Price's  Mills,  Metis,  as  there  was  some  doabt  about  the  pro- 
prietorship of  said  property. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  laid  before  the 
Committee  the  steps  which  he  had  taken^in  regard  to  the  arrears  of  mar- 
riage license  fees  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  Q-overnment  at  Ottawa,  and 
read  some  correspondence  between  the  Quebec  and  Dominion  Grovemments 
on  the  same  subject.  He  was  requested  to  continue  his  exertions  for  the 
recovery  of  the  money. 

Principal  Dawson  rei)orted  respecting  The  Educational  Record  : 

"  That  in  the  present  year  804  copies  had  been  issued  gratuitously  to 
teachers  and  others  entitled  to  receive  the  publication.  The  total  cost  was 
1753.33,  of  which  $500  had  been  paid  by  the  Legislative  grant,  and  $253.33 
remained  to  be  paid.  The  Record  had  been  issued  regularly,  and  the 
December  number  was  now  in  the  press.  It  had  been  edited  and  printed 
in  a  very  creditable  manner,  and  must  have  done  much  good. 

''  It  was  now  necessary  to  make  arrangements  with  reference  to  the 
next  year.  The  returns  submitted  at  last  meeting  from  Inspectors,  through 
the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  show  that  there  are  1,049  Pro- 
testant schools,  including  dissentient  schools,  and  that  if  all  are  to  be  sup* 
plied  with  copies,  as  well  as  the  Inspectors,  Boards  of  Examiners  and 
members  of  the  Council  and  Education  Department,  and  exchange  copies 
sent  to  leading  newspapers,  an  edition  of  at  least  IfOOO  copies  would  be 
required.  This  the  publishers  would  undertake  to  furnish  and  mail  for  a 
sum  of  $750,  and  the  question  for  the  Committee  was  whether  the  GU>vern- 
ment  grant  could  be  increased,  or  a  sum  of  |250  placed  on  the  contin- 
gencies of  the  Committee,  or  whether,  failing  these,  the  gratuitous  circu- 
lation should  be  restricted,  or  some  mode  adopted  for  diminishing  the  ex- 
pense. 

*'  Experience  had  shown  that,  except  by  gratuitous  circulation,  only  a 
small  proi>ortion  of  the  school  districts  could  be  reached,  and  after  some 
difficulties  we  had  now  arrived  at  the  means  of  reaching  nearly  the  whole. 
It  seemed,  therefore,  inexpedient  to  abandon  the  effort  in  its  present  stage* 


823 


He  had  enquired  into  the  expense  of  printing,  editing,  &c.,  and  the  amount 
likely  to  be  obtained  from  advertising  and  subscriptions,  and  he  believed 
that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  issue  the  Record  more  cheaply  than  by 
the  estimate  he  had  stated. 

''  In  these  circumstances  it  appeared  advisable  to  secure,  if  possible, 
the  sum  of  |750  for  next  year,  so  as  to  be  able  to  issue  1,000  copies.  If  this 
cannot  be  done,  since  it  seems  impossible  to  make  any  selection  from  the 
lists  of  schools  without  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  districts  most  in  need 
of  information  and  stimulus,  it  would  be  the  wisest  course  to  endeavour  to 
arrange  for  a  less  frequent  issue  of  the  journal,  say  once  in  two  months, 
rather  than  diminish  the  number  of  copies.  Such  reduction  in  amount  of 
matter  and  frequency  of  issue  would,  however,  be  very  undesirable,  more 
especially  as  there  is  need  of  even  more  space  than  that  at  present  available 
for  the  introduction  of  practical  papers  of  various  kinds  on  elementary  edu- 
cation, and  the  effort  to  elicit  questions  and  communications  from  teachers 
is  likely  to  be  increasingly  successful." 

The  Committee  having  considered  the  foregoing  report,  unanimousl  y 
resolved : 

1.  That  the  amount  due  to  the  publisher  of  the  Record  be  paid  out  of 
the  surplus  of  the  Contingent  Fund,  and  that  one  thousand  copies  be  or- 
dered for  next  year,  to  be  circulated  gratuitously  to  teachers  and  others,  at 
a  cost  not  exceeding  $750. 

2.  That  the  Chairman,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ouimet  and  Mr.  Heneker  be  a 
Committee  to  confer  with  the  Government  as  to  the  increase  of  the  grant 

for  The  Educational  Record,  and,  along  with  the  Record  Sub-Com- 
mittee, to  make  enquiries  as  to  the  best  permanent  arrangements  for  an 
educational  publication,  and  to  rejwrt  at  the  meeting  in  May. 

On  motion  of  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  : 

"  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cook  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mathews  be  a  Sub-Com- 
mittee to  examine  the  printed  report  of  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  for  the  pa6t  year,  and  to  report  on  all  matters  of  interest 
recorded  therein  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Protestant  and  mixed  schools.*'' 
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The  following  is  (he  report  from  the  Sub-Ck>mmittee  on  the  new  School 
Law: 

Education  Department, 

Quebec,  80thi|November  1881. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Protestant  Committee 
af  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  : 

My  Lord, 

I  beg  to  notify  the  Committee  that  the  memorandum  on  the  proposed 
consolidation  of  the  Acts  relating  to  Public  Instruction,  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Roman  Catholic  Committee  thereon,  and  the  report  on  these 
proceedings  by  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  Protestant  Committee,  were  prin- 
ted and  circulated  amongst  the  members  of  the  Committee,  and  published 
in  the  press  of  Montreal,  Quebec,  and  in  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  English 
newspapers  in  the  Eastern  Townships. 

A  discussion  took  place  on  the  question  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
Teachers'  Association,  held  at  St.  Johns,  Quebec. 

A  copy  of  the  printed  matter  above  referred  to  is  appended  hereto.  * 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed,)  E.  W.  HENEKER, 

^  Chairman. 

On  the  motion  of  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Dr.  Dawson,  it 
was  unanimously  resolved : 

'*  That  the  printed  report  of  the  Sub-Committee  be  adopted  by  this 
Committee,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Sub-Committee  of  Conference 
with  the  Government,  in  order  that  it  may  be  urged  on  the  attention  of  the 
Ministry." 

A  copy  oP  resolutions  regarding  the  proposed  consolidation  of  the 
Acts  relating  to  Public  Instruction,  Province  of  Quebec,  adopted  at  the 


*    c/.,  Eddcu'ioual  Ricord,  VoL  I,  p.  465. 
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recent  Convention  of  the  Provicial  Association  of  Protestant  Teachers,  was 
laid  before  the  Committee,  and  referred  to  the  same  Sub-Committee  of 
Conference  with  the  Government. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Cornish,  of  McGill  University ;  Dr.  McGregor,  of  the 
Normal  School,  Montreal ;  Mr.  Harper,  Rector  of  the  High  School,  Quebec  ; 
and  the  Secretary,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  examination: 
papers  for  candidates  for  Teachers  Diplomas. 

The  Rev.  T.  B.  Allnutt,  B.D.,  and  the  Secretary,  were  re-appoinled 
Inspectors  of  Academies  and  Model  Schools  for  the  ensuing  year  on  the 
same  terms  as  previously,  the  inspection  to  be  completed  before  the  first 
Tuesday  in  May. 

« 

The  annual  returns  having  been  sent  to  the  Department  by  the  Sweets- 
burg  and  Danville  Academies,  and  the  Valleyfield,  St.  Henri  and  Grenville 
Model  Schools,  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  was 
requested  to  recommend  the  payment  of  the  sums  allotted  to  them  from 
the  Superior  Education  Fund. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  teacher  of  the 
Model  School  at  Grenville  to  the  fact  that  all  the  subjects  required  to  be 
taught  in  Model  Schools  are  not  taught  in  said  Model  School  at  Grenville. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  put  the  newly-established  Model  School  at 
Gould,  Lingwick7  on  the  list  for  inspection. 

The  Hon.  theSuperintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that  nothing 
had  as  yet  been  done^in  regard  to  the  list  of  text-books  approved  by  the 
Committee  and  transmitted  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  in  council  for  bajhc' 
tion.  He  wa«  requested  to  bring  the  matter  once  more  under  the  notice  of 
the  Government. 

The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Committee  a  series  of  new  Reading  Books, 
with  a  list  of  prices  published  by  W.  T.  Gage  &  Co.,  Toronto.  The  Com- 
mittee agreed  to  consider  the  merits  of  this  new  series,  when  the  list  of 
Text  Books  is  revised. 
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The  Secretary's  accounts  were  examined  and  found  correct,  the  ba- 
lance at  the  credit  of  the  Contingent  Fund  in  the  Bank  of  Montreal  being 
to  date  $1,163.88. 

The  Secretary's  contingent  expenses,  amounting  to  $6.38,  were  ordered 
to  be  paid. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Committee  adjourned,  to  meet 
Wednesday,  22nd  February,  1882,  or  earlier,  if  necessary,  on  the  call  of 
tl^  Chairman. 

GEORGE  WEIK, 

Secretary. 


Quebec,  1st  March,  1882. 

Which  day  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion met  on  the  call  of  the  Chairman.  Present :  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Que- 
bec, Chairman ;  Dr.  Cook,  Dr.  Dawson,  Dr.  Mathews,  E.  J.  Hemming,  Esq., 
and  the  Hon.  W.  W.  Lynch. 

The  minutes  of  former  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

There  was  laid  before  the  Committee  by  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  some  correspondence  iu  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the 
School  Assessment  on  Price's  Mills,  Metis,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
difficulty  is  satisfactorily  settled  in  the  interest  of  the  dissentient  trustees. 

The  Sub-Committee  appointed  at  last  meeting  to  examine  the  last 
printed  Report  of  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and 
to  report  on  all  matters  of  interest  therein  as  to  the  condition  of  Protestant 
and  mixed  schools,  gave  a  verbal  statement,  and  recommended  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted,  viz  : 

"  That  the  Superintendent  be  asked  to  arrange  (1),  That  the  Inspectors 
of  Protefetant  Schools  shall  make  to  the  Protestant  Committee  reports  con- 
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cerning  Protestant  Schools  upon  such  points  as  the  Committee  may  require. 

_  _  s 

{2)  That  Protestant  Schools  be  examined  as  far  as  possible  by  Protestant 
Inspectors." 

Dr.  Dawson  reported  from  the  Sub-Committee  on  the  Educational 
Recobd,  that  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Weir,  had  prepared  a  revised  list  including 
1,039  names.  On  this  list  the  Record  has  been  issued,  and  the  present 
issue  amounts  to  945  copies.  Authority  was  given  to  send  a  portion  of  the 
balance  of  the  1,000  copies  agreed  for  to  newspapers  in  exchange. 

It  was  reported  by  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  that  the  list  of  School 
Book^  had  been  agreed  to.  It'was  ordered  that  the  list  be  sent  to  the 
Secord  for  publication,  and  that  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  be  also 
requested  to  have  copies  printed  for  circulation. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bell  regarding  the  Model 
School  at  Maple  Grove,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  say,  that,  if  the 
teacher  of  said  school  holds  a  Model  School  Diploma,  and  Model  School 
work  is  being  done  in  said  school,  it  would  be  inspected  with  a  view  to 
participating  in  the  grant  for  Superior  Education. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  Gear,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Protestant 
School  Commissioners'  Board,  Dunham  Academy,  complaining^  of  the  divi- 
sion of  the  grants  from  the  Superior  Education  Fund,  the  Secretary  was 
instructed  to  say,  that  said  division  of  grants  was  made  after  a  careful 
examination  of  the  annual  reports  from  the  Academies,  and  of  ]  eports  of 
Inspectors  in  whom  the  Committee  has  confidence. 

Two  letters  having  been  read  from  Mr.  Gerald  H.  Brabazon,  Portage 
du  Fort,  recommending  the  establishment  of  a  Protestant  Board  of  Exami- 
ners for  the  county  of  Pontiac,  and  suggesting  the  names  of  certain  parties 
as  members  of  such  Board,  it  was  moved  by  Dr.  Dawson,  seconded  by  Dr. 
Cook,  and  unanimously  resolved  : 

"  That  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  be  requested  to  recommend  to  the 
Government  the  appointment  of  a  separate  Board  of  Examiners  for  the 
county  of  Pontiac,  and  that,  Dr.  Purvis,  Mr.  Brabazon,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Motherwell,  the  Rev.  James  Robesour  and  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Naylor,  Shaw* 
ville,  all  of  Portage  du  Fort,  be  members  of  said  Board." 
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A  letter  having  been  read  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Forde,  Principal  of  the 
Central  School,  Sherbrooke,  in  behalf  of  the  School  Commissioners  of  said 
City,  requesting  that  Messrs.  Gage  &  Co.'s  new  English  Readers  be  autho- 
rized  for  use  in  the  Public  Schools  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  it  was  unani- 
mously  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Dr.  Cook,  seconded  by  Dr.  Dawson,  that 
the  Government  be  requested  to  have  said  new  English  "Readers,  published 
by  Messrs.  Gage  &  Co.,  added  to  the  list  already  sanctioned. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson,  seconded  by  E.  J.  Hemming,  Esq.,  it 
was  unanimouslv  resolved : 

"  That  this  Committee  would  respectfully  represent  to  the  Government 
their  wish  and  expectation,  that  any  matters  of  educational  legislation 
should  be  communicated  to  the  Committee  for  such  representations  as  it 
may  think  proper  to  make  on  the  same,  and  that  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Cook, 
and  Dr.  Mathews,  be  a  Sub-Committee  of  Conference  with  the  Government 
on  all  such  matters.'' 

The  Secretary  submitted  accounts  and  vouchers,  which  were  examined 
and  found  correct,  the  balance  in  the  Bank  of  Montreal  to  date  being 
$873.48. 

The  Secretary's  account  for  contingent  expenses  amounting  to  $5.23 
was  ordered  to  be  paid. 

There  being  no  further  (business,  the  Committee  adjourned  to  meet 
on  Wednesday  the  31st  May,  or  sooner  if  necessary  on  the  call  of  the 
Chairman. 

GEORGE  WEIR, 

Secretary, 
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Quebec,  31  May,  1882. 

Which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  was  held : 

Present,  the  Lord  Bishopfof  Quebec,  chairman  ;  Dr.  Cook,  Dr.  Dawson, 
the  Honorable  James  Ferrier ;  E.  J.  Hemming,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  Dr.  Mathews 
and  the  Honorable  Q-6deon  Ouimet,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  minutes  of  former  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

A  resolution  passed  at  last;  meeting  in  regard  to  returns  being  made  ta 
this  Committee  from  Protestant  Elementary  Schools  throughout  the  Pro- 
vince, was  again  discussed,  and  the  Honorable  the  Superintendent  of  Pu- 
blic Instruction  was  respectfully  requested  to  hare  said  returns  made  in 
accordance  with  directions  contained  in  a  circular  to  Inspectors  issued  by 
the  Committee  on  this  subject  in  1877. 

After  some  discussion,  it|was  unanimously  resolved : 

"  That  the  list  of  approved  school-books  be  reprinted  in  the  Educa- 
tional Becord,  and  that"a  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  list  be  ordered  for 
the  use  of  this  Committee  " 

The  Honorable  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that 
a  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners  for  the  county  of  Pontiac  had  been  ap- 
pointed, and  that  Messrs.  Gage  &  Co.'s  New  English  School  Readers  had 
been  sanctioned  by  the  Government,  as  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson,  seconded  by  Dr.  Mathews,  it  was  unani- 
mously  resolved : 

"  That  the  sub-Committee  on  the  School  Law  be  requested  to  prepare 
and  submit  to  this  Committee  at  its  meeting  in  September  a  draft  of  the 
amendments  required  in  the  School  Law  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  Protestant 
schools  and  other  Educational  Institutions. 

That  said  sub-Committee  consist  of  Dr.  Heneker,  Dr.  Church  and  the 
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mover,  and  shall  hare  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Weir,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Committee. 

That  the  Superintendent  be  requested  to  place  at  the  disix>sal  of  the 
.«ub-Committee  the  services  of  the  ProtestantJSecretary  of  the  Department." 

The  sub-Committee  on  the  Educational  Record  reported  progress  and 
rasked  le^ve  to  meet  again. 

It  was  uua!nmously  resolved  : 

"  That  the  Superintendent  be  requested  to  confer  with  the  Grovem- 
ment  with  a  view  to  securing  an  additional  grant  of  $250  for  th'e  Educa- 
■tional  Record." 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Thomas  Ball,  Maple  G-rove,  in  regard  to  the 
model  school  there  was  read,  and  its  consideration  left  over  till  next 
meeting. 

The  taking  into  consideration  of  an  asking  from  Werterville,  Compton, 
to  the  effect  of  constituting  the  school  of  that  municipality  a  model  school, 
was  also  left  over  till  next  meeting. 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Allen,  Rector,  Clarenceville,  in  regard  to 
the  payment  of  grant  from  Superior  Education  Fund  to  the  model  school 
there,  was  referred  to  the  Honorable  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  James  R.  Beatty,  Secretary-T'^easurer 
pro  tern.,  St.  Lambert  School  Commissioners,  in  regard  to  a  difficulty  in  the 
management  in  present  circumstances  of  the  model  school  there,  the  Secre- 
tary was  directed  to  say  that  the  Committee  sees  no  other  way  out  of  said 
difficulty  than  by  seeking  an  alteration  of  the  present  special  Act  either 
through  the  member  for  the  county  or  in  any  other  way  that  seems  likely 
to  gain  the  object  sought. 

A  petition  from  Mr.  F.  J.  Bamford,  Principal  of  the  Dunham  Academy, 
together  with  testimonials  in  his  favor,  was  referred  to  the  Honorable  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  His  Lordship,  the  chairman. 


V 


331 


A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  H.  Hubbard,  Secretary,  Board  of  Examiners, 
Sherbrooke,  stating  that  the  Rev.  Archibald  Buff,  D.D.,  had  been  appointed 
President  of  said  Board  of  Examiners,  Sherbrooke,  in  room  of  W.  R.  Doak, 
Esq.,  deceased,  and  recommending  that  the  Rev.  Isaac  Brock,  and  ^Henry 
D.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  both  of  Sherbrooke,  be  appointed  members  of  said 
Board  oi  Examiners,  Sherbrooke,  to  fill  the  vacancies  at  present  existing 
in  said  Board.  The  Honorable  the  Superintendent  was  requested  to  recom- 
mend the  G-overnment  to  appoint  the  aforesaid  Rev.  Isaac  Brock  and 
Henry  D.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  members  of  the  said  Board  of  Examiners, 
Sherbrooke. 

A  petition  trom  the  Trustees  ot  the  Cowansville  model  school  askinor 
that  said  school  be  constituted  an  Academy  was  read  and  its  consideration 
deferred  till  next  meeting  in  September.  \ 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  John  Legrand,  intimating  his  resignation 
as  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners  for  the  county  of  Bona- 
venture.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  the  Chairman  of  said 
Board  of  Examiners,  Bonaventure,  requesting  that  said  Board  nominate 
another  suitable  person  in  room  of  Mr.  John  Legrand. 

The  Honorable  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Institution  stated  that 
nothing  further  had  been  done  in  regard  to  the  arrears  of  Marriage  License 
Fees.  The  Honorable  Mr.  Ferrier,  and  the  Honorable  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  were  requested  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  question  of  said  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fees  under  the 
notice  of  the  Dominion  Grovernment  with  the  view  of  said  arrears  being 
paid  over  to  this  Committee  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Dawson,  seconded  by  Dr.  Cook,  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved : 

''That,  since  it  appears  from  the  census  that  1,611  persons  return  their 
religion  as  Jews,  Pagans,  other  denominations,  and  no  religion,  and  since 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  said  persons  depend  on  the  Protestant 
schools  for  education,  it  be  a  request  to  the  Government  through  the  Hono- 
rable the  Superintendent  of  Education  that  these  persons  be  added  to  the 
Protestant  lists." 
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The  accounts  with  vouchers  submitted  by  the  Secretary  were  examined 
and  found  correct,  the  balance  to  date  in  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  being^ 
$368.25. 

The  Secretary's  contingent  expenses  for  past  quarter  amounting  to 
111.00  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

It  was  agreed  that,  if  any  of  the  days  appointed  for  the  quarterly 
meetings,  viz. :  the  last  Wednesdays  of  February,  May,  August,  and  Novem- 
ber, should  fall  on  a  legal  holiday,  said  meeting  should  be  postponed  till 
the  following  Wednesday. 

It  was  further  agreed  that  the  August  meeting  be  postponed  till  Wed- 
nesday, the  1 3th  September. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  on 
the  13th  September  next  or  earlier,  if  necessary,  on  the  call  of  the  Chair- 
man. 

GEOEaE  WEIR, 

Secretary^ 


Quebec,  13th  September,  1882. 

Which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  tht» 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  was  held.  Present :  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Quebec  in  the  Chair ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cook,  Dr.  Dawson,  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq., 
D.C.L.,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Montreal,  the  Rev  Dr.  Mathews,  the  Hon.  W.  W. 
Lynch,  E.  J.  Hemming,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  and  the  Hon.  Gredeon  Ouimet,  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction* 

The  minutes  of  the  former  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

There  was  read  a  letter  of  apology  for  non-attendance  from  the  Hon- 
L.  R.  Church. 
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Dr.  Dawson  read  the  following  report  from  the  Sub-Committee  on 
School  Law : 

"  The  Sub-Committee  on  special  legal  provisions  for  Protestant  Schools, 
l^eg  leave  to  report  six  clauses  of  a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
Protestant  Schools,  together  with  suggestions  for  several  other  clauses, 
^which  they  propose  to  reduce  to  proper  form  at  their  next  meeting,  if 
.skgreable  to  the  Committee. 

"  They  would  recommend :  1.  That  the  clauses  as  adopted  by  the  Sul> 
<?oinmittee  should  be  printed  as  early  as  possible,  for  private  circulation 
a^inong  members  of  the  Committee. 

'*  2.  That  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  should  be  held  before  the  next 
session  of  the  Legislature,  to  consider  and  finally  adopt  the  clauses,  and 
.that  measures  should  be  taken  to  secure  a  full  meeting. 

"  3.  That  a  respectful  request  be  made  to  the  Government  to  grant 
:this  Committee  an  interview,  so  as  to  permit  more  full  explanations. 

*'  The  Sub-Committee  has  based  its  proposals  for  legislation  on  the  felt 
vrants  of  the  Protestant  minority,  as  expressed  in  the  resolutions  of  this 
^Committee  passed  some  time  ago,  and  with  such  modifications  as  occurred 
-on  subsequent  discussion. 

*'  The  principle  which  has  guided  your  Sub-Committee  is  that  of  pre- 
paring a  fixed  body  of  law  suitable  to  the  wants  of  the  Protestant  minority, 
^nd  leaving  the  Roman  Catholic  majority  free  to  proceed  with  the  changes 
^suggested  at  various  times  in  their  system,  without  interference  with  the 
special  requirements  of  the  Protestant  Schools." 

(Signed,)  J.  W.  DAWSON, 

Convener. 

After  som9  discussion  on  the  clauses  referred  to  above,  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved: 

*'  That  the  Sub-Committee  on  the  School  Law  do  sit  again  and  print 
and  circulate  among  the  members  of  the  Committe  their  proposals  before 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee." 
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It  was  agreed  to  add  Dr.  Cook's  name  to  the  Sub-Committee  on  School 
Law. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that, 
owing  to  the  change  in  the  Grovernment  and  the  absence  of  the  Premier 
from  the  city,  nothing  had  been  done  as  to  an  additional  grant  for  the 
Educational  Record.  The  Sub-Committee  on  the  said  Educational 
Secord  was  requested  to  report  to  next  meeting. 

The  Sub-Committee  to  which  the  case  of  Mr.  F.  I.  Bamford  had  been 
referred,  recommended  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  that  the  grant  from 
the  Superior  Education  Fund  to  Dunham  Academy  be  paid  to  him. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that  he 
had  had  an  interview  with  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald  in 
regard  to  the  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fees,  and  that  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Premier  of  the  Dominion  had  promised  that  the  claim  of  the  Protestant 
Committee  on  said  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fees  should  be  attended  to. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that 
nothing  had  been  done  in  regard  to  the  neutral  panel. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that  the 
Rev.  Isaac  Brock,  and  Henry  D.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  both  of  Sherbrooke,  had 
been  appointed  members  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Sherbrooke,  as  recom- 
mended at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  having  had  before  them  a  reference  from  the  Board  of 
Examiners,  Montreal,  in  regard  to  the  granting  of  Diplomas  to  certain 
parties,  agreed  to  the  recommendations  of  said  Board  of  Examiners,  Mon- 
treal. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev.  Thomas  Blaylock,  President,  Protestant 
Board  of  Examiners,  Co.  Bonaventure,  recommending:  (1.)  That  the  Rev. 
T.  W.  Greorge,  of  New  Carlisle,  be  appointed  a  member  of  said  Protestant 
Board  of  Examiners,  County  Bonaventure,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  J.  Le  Grand, 
resigned ;  (2.)  That  the  Examinations  for  Teachers'  Diplomas,  be  held  in 
June  and  December,  instead  of  in  May  and  November,  as  in  the  latter 
months  the  roads  in  the  G-asp^  coast  are  almost  impassable. 
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The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  was  requested  to  recommend  the  Govern- 
ment to  appoint  the  aforesaid  Rev.  T.  W.  Gteorge,  of  New  Carlisle,  a  member 
of  the  said  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners,  County  Bonaventure. 

In  regard  to  the  second  recommendation  in  Mr.  Blaylock's  letter,  the 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  several  Boards  of 
Examiners,  inquiring  whether  jit  would  be  inconvenient  to  change  the 
present  times,  viz.,  May  and  November,  to  June  and  December,  for  the 
Examination  of  Candidates^fpr  Teachers'  Diplomas. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  put  the  Model  Schools  of  Sorel  and  Bury 
on  the  list  for  Inspection  for  next  year. 

Eesolutions  from  the|  Provincial  Association  of  Protestant  Teachers^ 
passed  at  their  latejmeeting  in  Sherbrooke,  in  regard  to  (I.)  Time  of  Inspec- 
tion of  High  and  Model  Schools,  (II.)  Central  Examining  Board,  (III.) 
Increased  means  of  Professional  Training,  (IV.)  Eepresentation  of  Elemen- 
tary Education  on^theJJProtestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Ins- 
truction, were  received  and  read,  and  the  portions  of  them  involving  a 
change  of  law  were  referred  to  the  Sub-Committee  on  School  Law. 

The  reports  and  tabulated  statements  of  the  results  of  the  last  Inspec- 
tion of  the  Academies  and  Model  Schools  were  laid  before  the  Committee, 
and  the  Secretary|was  instructed  to  have  the  general  Reports  of  the  Inspec- 
tors, together  with  the  said  tabulated  Statements,  published  in  the  Educa- 
tional Record, 

The  revenue  for  Marriage  License  Fees  for  the  past  year  amounted  to 
$6,322,  after  deducting  $200  for  management.  Of  this  sum,  five  thousand 
dollars  were  appropriated  to  University  Education  as  follows : — 

McOill  Umyergity $2,600 

Morrin  CoUege 1,260 

University  of  Bishop's  College,  Lennozville 1,260 

$6,000 

The  balance  of  the  Marriage  License  Fees,  amounting  to  $1,322,  being 
added  to  the  Protestant  portion,  according  to  the  recent  Census  of  the 
Sux)erior  Education  Grant  for  the  year,  amounting  to  |9,700,  gives  a  total, 
of  $11,022  for  distribution  at  this  meeting. 
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The  Committeo,  after  carefully  examining  and  considering  the  Reports 
^and  Returns  of  the  Inspectors  of  Academies  and  Model  Schools,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  annual  Returns  from  the  different  Educational  Institutions 
.for  Superior  Education,  agreed  to  recommend  the  payment  of  the  following 
^sums  annexed  to  each : — 


Universities  and  Colleges. 

McQiU  University $1,650 

Morrin  College 500 

St.  FranciB  College,  Richmond 1,000 

University  of  Bishop's  College,  Lennoxville 1,000 

$4,150 

Academies. 

Cl(U8   I. 

Lachute,  Argenteuii $550 

Standtcad  and  Wesleyan  Ladies'  College 550 

Coaticot  k,   Stanstead 450 

HuntiDgdon 1 450 

Compton,  Ladies'  College 375 

Sherbrooke 375 

$2,750 

Class  II. 

Knowlton,  Brome $275 

Granby,  Shefford 275 

Eaton,  Compton 225 

Invemesii,  Megantic 225 

Waterloo,  SheflFord 225 

Shawville,  Pontiac 225 

Three  Rivers,  St.  Maurice 200 

Berthier  (en  haut),  Berthier 200 

.Bedford,    Missisquoi 200 

St.  Johns,  St.  Johns 150 

Ciarenceville,  Aiissisquoi 150 

Hatley,  Stanstead 100 

Dnnham  Ladies'  College,  Missisquoi 100 

$2,550 
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Model  Schools. 

ClOM  I, 

Sweetsburg,  MissiBquoi $75 

Cowanfiyille,  Misaisquoi 75 

Valleyfield,  Beauharnois 75 

Magog,  Stanstead 75 

Lacolle,  Bt.  Johns 75 

Leeds,  Megantic 75 

Bristol,  Pontiac 75 

ClarendoDi  Pontiac >. 75 

$600 

Clau  IL  * 

8t.  Sylvestre,  Lotbini^e $50 

Thurso,  Ottawa 50 

Grenville,  Argenteuil 50 

Marbleton,  Wolfe 50 

Hull,  Ottawa 50 

Ay  liner,  Ottawa. 50 

Scotstown,  Gompton 50 

Sutton,  Broxiy 50 

Rawdon,  Montcalm 50 

St.  Lambert,  Gbambly 50 

La  Pdche,  Ottawa 50 

Philipsburg,  Mlssisquoi ' 50 

Stanbridge,  Missisquoi 50 

Ormstown,  Chateauguay 50 

Ooald,  Comptoo 50 

Warden,  Shefford 50 

$800 

The  above  grants  amount  in  all  to  $15,850,  and,  together  with  |120^ 
dne  Sherbrooke  Academy  for  last  year,  make  |15,970,  which  sum  being 
deducted  from  the  total  amount,  viz.,  $16,022,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  Superior  Education,  leaves  a  balance  of  $52. 

The  accounts  with  vouchers,  submitted  by  the  Secretary,  were  examined 

and  found  correct,  balance  to  date  in  the  Bank  of  Montreal  being,  $746.77. 
22 
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The  Secretary's  contingent  expenses,  amounting  to  $8.80,  were  ordered 
to  be  paid. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Yial's  application  was  considered,  and  the  Oommittee 
oannot  recommend  the  grant  to  be  made  to  St.  Dnnstan  Model  School,  Lake 
Beanport. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  on 
Wednesday,  the  29th  November,  or  sooner,  if  necessary,  on  the  call  of  the 
Ohairman. 

GEORaE  WEIE, 

Secretary. 
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To  His  Honor  the  Honorable  ThIiodore  Robitaille,  lAeutenant'Oovemor 
of  the  Province  of  Quebec. 


Sir, 

I  beg  to  forward  to  Your  Honor  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  for  the  scholastic  year  1882-83. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 
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Quebec,  26th  December  1883. 


To  Honorable  Jean  Blanchet, 

Provincial  Secretary, 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  upon  public  instruction  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec  for  the  scholastic  year  1882-83. 

Q-ENERAL  SUMMARY- 

As  in  my  other  reports,  I  will  first  give  a  table  showing  our  present 
general  situation  as  compared  with  previous  years. 
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4209 

234828 

180294 

17 

40 

119 

94 

2063 

1673 

970 

4291 

3948 

4282 

239808 

183740 

3 

58 

School-hoiu 
Schools  (un 
Number  of 
Average  atl 

les 

3 

der  control') . . 

73 

DUOilS.   •   ■  a 

4980 

endance. 

3446 

1879-80 

Increase  or 
decrease. 

1880-81 

Increase. 

1881-82 

Increase. 

1882-83 

Increase. 

988 

4318 

4013 

4310 

234705 

180316 

18  inc. 

27  inc. 
65  inc. 

28  inc. 
5104  dec. 
3425  dec. 

1010 
4403 
3939 
4368 
235574 
180370 

22 
85 
26 
58 
869 
65 

1051 
4522 
4440 
4457 
236699 
180463 

41 
119 
601 

89 
1125 

93 

1071 
4601 
4864 
6017 
242723 
185892 

20 

79 

424 

560 

6024 

5429 

Let  us  compare  the  above  table  with  the  following : 


VIU 


TiACHIlfG. 


^iitbiy 

Arithmetic 

Book-keeping  .... 

Geography 

Agriculture , 

Industrial  Drawing 


1876-77 

1877-78 

Increase. 

65294 

70826 

5532 

128432 

134624 

6292 

12101 

13859 

1758 

58806 

63658 

4852 

16665 

19625 

2960 

8351 

1 

20914 

12563 

1878-79     !  Increase 


74849 
139148 
14932 
67110 
22846 
35429 


4023 
4524 
1073 
3452 
3221 
14515 


1879-80 

Increase. 

1880-^1 

Increase  or 
decrease. 

1881-82 

Increase. 

1882-83 

>  Increase. 

80143 

5294 

75496 

4647  dec. 

82308 

6812 

88723 

6415 

153852 

14704 

148911 

4941  dec. 

157679 

8769 

165465 

7786 

17891 

2959 

21295 

3404  inc. 

25245 

3950 

32970 

7735 

72812 

5702 

71418 

1394  dec. 

78515 

7097 

84546 

6031 

24792 

1946 

26070 

1278  inc. 

28123 

2053 

31251 

3128 
Dim. 

50777 

15348 

48711 

2066  dec. 

60099 

11388 

59834 

1    265 

These  two  tables  are  assuredly  a  soarce  of  satisfaction  to  all  who  take 
an  interest  in  education. 

In  spite  of  obstacles  arising  from  circumstances  or  which,  unfortunately, 
ignorance  and  ill-will  place  in  our  path,  we  continue  to  progress  and  the 
work  of  our  predecessors  is  successfully  continued. 

I  think  that  the  following  table,  showing  the  movement  of  education 
since  1867,  will  be  of  interest  to  the  public.  It  completes  the  preceding 
ones. 
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The  above  table  is  highly  instructive  and  perfectly  exact,  according  to 
ofl5.cial  statistics.  But  I  must  take  this  opportunity  to  state  that  the  method 
of  collecting  these  statistics  has  frequently  varied.  The  substance  however 
has  remained  the  same,  though  the  form  has  changed.  Experience  has 
caused  modifications  to  be  made,  the  effect  of  which  has  been  to  make  our 
information  more  precise  and  complete. 

Even  this  year  the  recapitulatory  Table  of  the  inspectors'  reports  has 
been  altered  so  as  to  enable  us  to  give  more  information  than  formerly. 
A  glance  at  it  will  prove  this  statement. 


SUOOESTIONS   MADE  BY   INSPECTORS. 

Amongst  the  suggestions  made  by  the  inspectors  there  are  two  which 
are  especially  worthy  of  our  attention. 

The  first  is  to  determine  the  allotment  of  the  subsidy  granted  by  the 
Legislature  in  proportion  to  the  average  attendance  of  the  children  at  school, 
and  not  according  to  the  census. 

For  a  long  time  past  the  law  compels  heads  of  families  to  pay  school 
taxes,  even  if  they  do  not  send  their  children  to  school.  The  intention  of  the 
Legislature  in  this  case  was  to  compel  the  parents,  within  certain  limits  to 
benefit  by  the  advantages  placed  within  their  reach,  or  at  least  to  remove 
the  temptation  of  keeping  the  children  at  school  from  motives  of  false 
economy.  And  it  is  considered  that  if,  to  this  general  obligation,  were 
added  that  of  obtaining  a  certificate  of  attendance  which  would  serve  as  a 
basis  on  which  to  calculate  the  quantum  of  the  grant,  it  would  be  an  addi- 
tional reason  to  induce  the  rate-payers  to  see  that  the  children  were 
punctual  in  their  attendance.  Every  one  knows  that  irregular  attendance 
is  the  great  obstacle  to  the  progress  of  education. 

The  second  suggestion  relates  to  certificates  of  capacity.  It  would 
consist  in  abolishing  the  diploma  for  primary  and  second  class  schools  and 
to  retain  only  model  school  diplomas,  and  those  granted  by  normal 
schools. 
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This  suggestion  is  founded  on  an  undeniable  pedagogical  axiom 
namely :  that  more  cultivated  fitness  is  required  to  teach  a  primary,  than 
to  teach  a  model  school. 

It  is  in  effect  more  difficult  to  make  oneself  understood  by  a  child 
whose  mind  is  not  yet  formed  than  to  communicate  ideas  to  intelligences 
which  are  already  possessed  of  a  certain  number  of  them.  Only  the  best  of 
teachers  can  really  manage  a  primary  school. 

It  remains  only  to  be  seen  whether  under  present  circumstances,  such 
a  reform  would  be  acceptable  and  well  received. 


Protestant  Schools. 

During  the  year  a  special  report  has  been  made  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  Protestant  Schools  of  the  Province,  by  doing  away  with  certain  cus- 
toms such  as  "  Boarding-around  "  and  frequent  change  of  teachers,  which 
prevailed  in  a  large  number  of  these  schools.  In  order  to  secure  the  co-ope- 
ration of  all  those  interested  in  these  schools,  a  conference  of  the  Protestant 
Inspectors  was  held  at  the  Department  early  in  January,  when  a  definite 
programme  of  desirable  improvements  was  adopted  which  was  to  be  urged 
upon  the  attention  of  the  School  Commissioners,  trustees  and  teachers  of  the 
Protestant  Schools.  The  English  Secretary  of  the  Department  then  visited 
the  Protestant  sections  of  the  Province  and  discussed  the  proposed  changes 
with  the  Commissioners  and  Trustees  of  each  county  who  were  called 
together  for  that  purpose.  The  proposed  improvements  were  very  favorably 
received  at  these  meetings  and  the  recommendations  were  adopted  in  almost 
every  instance.  The  following  circular,  containing  the  recommendations 
which  had  been  generally  accepted,  was  accordingly  issued  to  Commis- 
sioners and  Trustees  of  Protestant  Schools. 
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Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

Quebec,  3rd  April,  1883. 

Gentlemen, 

i  I  have  the  honor  to  direct  your  special  attention  to  the  following  ins- 

tructions concerning  the  management  of  the  schools  under  your  control : 

L  Boarding  abound. — It  is  the  opinion  of  all  persons  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  and  requirements  of  our  District  Schools,  that  the  time 
has  come  when  the  custom  of  requiring  teachers  to  board  from  house  to 
house  among  the  inhabitants  of  a  district  should  be  discontinued  in  those 
municipalities  in  which  it  still  prevails.  This  custom  is  injurious  to  the 
health  of  the  teacher ;  it  renders  the  discipline  of  the  school  more  difficult,, 
especially  for  young  teachers,  by  giving  rise  to  undue  familiarity  between 
teachers  and  their  pupils  ;  it  is  a  fruitful  source  of  neighborhood  quarrels  ; 
it  deprives  the  teacher  of  the  quiet  retirement  requisite  for  the  study  and 
preparation  of  school  work,  which  is  so  necessary  for  successful  teaching, 
and  therefore  this  custom  must  seriously  interfere  with  the  efficiency  of  the 
^  schools.  You  are  therefore  requested  to  provide  that  each  teacher  of  your 
municipality  shall,  for  the  future,  have  a  permanent  boarding  place  ;  and 
you  are  hereby  notified  that  no  grant  will  be  paid  to  a  municipality  where 
this  custom  of  boarding  around  prevails,  after  the  first  of  January,  1884. 

II.  A  Uniform  Series  of  Authorized  Text-Books. — It  is  the  duty 
of  School  Commissioners  and  Trustees  to  provide  that  no  other  books  be 
used  in  the  schools  under  their  jurisdiction  than  those  approved  and  recom- 
mended by  the  Committees  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  Moreover, 
since  two  or  more  text-books  have  been  authorized  for  each  of  the  elemen- 
tary subjects  of  the  School  Course,  it  frequently  happens  that  the  pupils  of 
a  school  belonging  to  the  same  grade  are  provided  with  different  text-books 
.  on  the  same  subject,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  teacher  and  to  the 
'  injury  of  the  school.  It  is  evident  therefore  that  in  order  to  secure  a  uni-^ 
formity  of  books  in  each  school  of  a  municipality  it  is  necessary  for  the 
School  Commissioners  or  Trustees  to  select  from  the  list  of  authorized l^ooks 
a  list  of  books  for  the  use  of  their  resi)ective  municipalities,  naming  only 
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one  book  or  one  graded  set  of  books  in  each  subject.  You  are  therefore 
requested  to  prepare,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  a  list  of  books  for  use  in 
the  schools  of  your  municipality  and  to  give  notice  that  you  will  insist 
upon  the  exclusive  use  of  the  books  of  the  list  after  the  first  of  July,  1884. 
The  School  Inspector  for  your  municipality  will  be  able  to  give  you  valuable 
assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  list,  a  copy  of  which  you  are  requested 
to  forward  to  this  Department  not  later  than  the  first  of  July  next. 

As  soon  as  your  list  has  been  prepared,  it  should  be  published  in  the 
local  papers  for  the  benefit  of  parents  and  local  booksellers  and  your  teachers 
should  be  instructed,  when  furnished  with  the  list,  to  admit  no  new  text- 
book not  mentioned  in  the  list  into  their  schools,  and  to  exclude  all  text- 
books, not  contained  in  the  list,  from  their  schools  after  the  first  of  July, 
1884 ;  for  the  payment  of  the  grant  to  your  municipality  will  depend  upon 
the  prepared  list  being  rigidly  adhered  to. 

III.  Course  of  Study.—  It  has  long  been  felt,  by  those  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  our  elementary  schools,  that  a  course  of  study  should  be 
provided  for  the  guidance  of  the  elementary  teachers  ;  a  large  number  of 
whom  are  untrained  and  inexperienced.  Such  a  course  of  study  has  at 
length  Been  prepared,  copies  of  which  are  enclosed  herewith  for  your  con- 
sideration. It  is  not  proposed  to  lay  down  an  exact  limit  table  which  the 
elementary  schools  are  to  work  out  in  a  given  time.  The  great  difference 
in  the  composition  and  circumstances  of  the  schools  forbids  this.  The  aim 
has  been  to  provide  a  plan  of  studies  which  will  be  a  general  guide  to 
teachers  in  carrying  on  their  work.  This  course  of  study  will  assist  the 
teacher  in  classifying  the  school ;  it  will  indicate  the  work  which  should 
be  taken  up  by  each  class  ;  it  will  secure  the  symmetrical  training  of  the 
pupils  ;  it  provides  that  a  reasonable  amount  of  work  shall  be  done  in  each 
of  the  subjects  of  the  school  course,  and  it  will  do  away,  in  a  great  measure, 
with  those  disputes  which  arise  so  frequently  between  the  teacher  on  the 
one  hand  and  the  pupils  or  parents  on  the  other,  concerning  the  particular 
subjects  which  a  pupil  is  to  study. 

You  are  therefore  strongly  urged  to  adopt  this  course  of  study  for  the 
schools  of  your  municipality,  if  a  similar  course  is  not  already  in  use. 
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When  notice  is  sent  to  this  Department  that  the  course  of  study  has 
been  adopted  by  your  municipality  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  will  be 
forwarded  to  supply  all  your  schools. 

IV.  The  Engagement  of  Teachers. — It  is  very  important  in  the 
interests  of  the  schools,  that  the  law  which  provides  that  teachers  shall  be 
engaged  by  the  School  Commissioners  and  by  written  contract  should  be 
strictly  adhered  to. 

The  School  Commissioners  and  Trustees  can  in  this  way  prevent  many 
district  quarrels  which  arise  when  the  teacher  is  selected  by  the  local 
manager ;  they  can  place  the  more  experienced  teachers  in  the  larger  and 
more  difficult  schools  and  can  give  the  younger  teachers  the  smaller  and 
less  trying  schools.  They  can  encourage  the  efficient  teachers,  having  the 
larger  and  more  difficult  schools  under  their  care,  by  giving  them  a  little 
larger  salary  than  is  given  to  the  teachers  just  entering  upon  their  work, 
and,  in  this  way,  they  can  promote  the  general  interests  of  the  schools  of 
the  municipality.  A  still  more  important  point  is  to  retain  the  same  teacher 
throug-hout  the  school  year.  There  is  probably  no  custom  which  interferes 
so  much  with  the  efficiency  of  our  schools  as  the  custom  of  engaging 
teachers  for  a  term  of  three  or  four  months,  thereby  placing  the  children 
under  the  care  of  two  different  teachers  during  a  short  school  year. 

The  practice  is  not  only  injurious  but  it  is  unnecessary  and  prevails 
only  in  certain  portions  of  the  Eastern  Townships. 

It  wastes  the  time  and  retards  the  progress  of  the  pupils ;  it  tends  to 
make  the  teachers  careless  about  the  results  of  their  work ;  it  makes  it 
impossible  to  ascertain  when  a  teacher  is  doing  good  work  and  it  prevents 
the  teacher  carrying  out  any  definite  plan  of  work  in  the  school. 

All  the  French  Schools  of  the  Province  engage  their  teachers  by  the 
school  year.  Protestant  Superior  Schools  make  yearly  engagements  with 
their  teachers,  and  a  large  number,  and  these  the  best  of  the  Protestant 
Elementary  Schools,  follow  the  same  plan.  I  cannot  impress  upon  you  too 
strongly  the  importance  of  engaging  your  teachers  for  the  number  of  months 
that  your  schools  are  to  continue  in  session  during  the  school  year.  I  desire 
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to  remind  you,  in  this  connection,  that  when  teachers  are  engaged  for  a 
number  of  months,  it  is  the  calendar  month  that  is  understood  and  that  the 
law  provides  that  every  Saturday  shall  be  a  school  holiday.  You  are 
requested  to  attend  to  these  points  in  the  engagement  of  your  teachers. 

V.  The  School  Year. — ^The  length  of  teachers'  engagements  is  very 
intimately  connected  with  another  important  question,  viz :  the  arrangement 
of  the  terms  of  the  school  year. 

The  custom  of  dividing  the  school  year  into  two  distinct  portions  form- 
ing Summer  and  Winter  Schools  separated  by  long  holidays  certainly  inter- 
feres with  the  progress  of  the  pupils  and  should  be  avoided  wherever  it  is 
possible  to  do  so.  A  continuous  school  year,  with  such  short  holidays  as 
the  Commissioners  and  Trustees  may  appoint  (beginning  for  example  about 
the  first  of  September),  has  very  great  advantages  over  the  plan  of  Summer 
and  Winter  terms.  In  the  first  place  the  younger  children  would  be  able 
to  attend  during  September  and  October  and  during  the  pleasant  days  of 
the  Winter  months  and  would  derive  as  much  benefit  as  they  do  in  attend- 
ing a  Summer  term,  when  we  take  into  account  the  little  that  is  learned 
during  the  hot  weather  of  July  and  August,  when  most  of  these  Summer 
Schools  are  in  session.  The  School  Inspectors  report  that  the  work  done  in 
the  Summer  Schools,  during  the  hot  weather  of  July  and  August,  is  worth 
very  little. 

The  older  children  who  are  retained  at  home  in  the  Summer  would  get 
five  or  six  months  school  instead  of  three  or  four,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Winter 
term  and  would  in  that  time  overtake  nearly  double  the  work  done  in  the 
short  Winter  term. 

The  practice  of  having  the  school  year  consist  of  one  school  session  with 
short  holidays  prevails  in  the  French  Schools  of  the  Province,  in  the  Pro- 
testant Superior  Schools,  and  in  a  large  portion  of  the  best  Protestant  Ele- 
mentary Schools.  And  these  elementary  schools  are  manifestly  superior  to 
those  which  have  the  Summer  and  Winter  terms. 

You  are  therefore  strongly  recommended  to  make  your  school  year  con- 
sist of  one  session  with  short  holidays  under  the  same  teacher.  This  can 
be  done  at  once  in  all  village  schools,  and  thickly  settled  districts,  and 
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should  be  carried  out  in  all  the  districts  of  a  municipality,  an  exception 
being  made  when  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  a  district  make  it  undesirable. 

VI.  Teagheks'  Meetings. — As  the  great  majority  of  the  teachers  of  the 
Elementary  Schools  in  the  Province  have  received  no  professional  training, 
1  have  directed  the  Inspectors  to  hold,  at  least  once  a  year,  a  meeting  of 
teachers  in  each  county,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  difficulties, 
defects  and  desirable  improvements  of  the  schools  of  the  county,  and  also 
for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  by  means  of  Papers,  Model  Lessons,  etc.,  the 
best  methods  of  teaching  and  organizing  elementary  schools.  As  the  object 
of  these  meetings  is  to  make  the  teachers  more  efficient  and  therefore  more 
valuable  to  the  municipality,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  School  Commissioners  to 
encourage  their  teachers  to  attend  these  meetings  and  to  do  all  they  can  to 
promote  their  success. 

VII.  The  Educational  Recx)rd. — This  Magazine,  which  is  issued 
every  two  months,  is  provided  free  of  charge  to  every  Protestant  School  in 
the  Province.  It  contains  all  the  official  information  connected  with  Pro- 
testant Education  in  the  Province,  together  with  original  and  selected  arti- 
cles upon  the  practical  work  of  the  school  room.     As  the  teachers  of  the 

^  elementary  schools  change  frequently  from  school  to  school,  great  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  distributing  this  magazine  among  them.  It  is  now 
addressed  to  each  schoolorschooldistrict  instead  of  to  the  individual  teacher. 
Teachers  should,  therefore,  enquire  for  the  Record,  at  their  respective  post- 
offices,  in  the  name  of  the  school  or  school  district  where  they  are  at  work, 
and  not  in  their  own  names.  If,  upon  careful  enquiry  at  the  neighboring 
post-offices,  it  is  found  that  no  copy  has  been  received  for  a  particular  school 
or  school  district,  information  should  be  sent  to  this  department  at  once, 
giving  the  local  name  and  number  of  the  district  and  post-office  address, 
and  a  copy  of  the  Record  will  be  sent  immediately. 

School  Commissioners  would  promote  the  interests  of  their  schools  by 
i     circulating  this  information  concerning  the  Record  among  their  teachers, 
and  by  encouraging  them  to  obtain  and  read  this  Educational  Magazine. 

Some  of  the  above  instructions  have  no  doubt  already  been  complied 
with  in  the  management  of  the  schools  of  your  municipality,  and  you  will 
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accordingly  require  to  direct  your  special  attention  to  those  points  only 
which  are  of  interest  to  your  municipality. 

I  .trust  that  these  instructions  will  receive  that  careful  consideration 
which  the  importance  of  the  subjects  to  which  they  refer  calls  for,  knowing 
that  the  value  of  the  work  done  in  your  schools  will  depend  in  a  very  great 
measure  upon  the  energy  and  faithfulness  with  which  these  instructions 
are  carried  out. 

Objections  will,  no  doubt,  suggest  themselves  in  connection  with  some 
of  the  points  urged  in  this  circular.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that 
these  instructions  are  issued  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  difficulties 
involved  and,  after  consultation  with  the  School  Inspectors,  experienced 
teachers  and  others  familiar  with  the  working  of  our  elementary  schools^ 
and  the  unanimous  opinion  is  that  the  objections  to  the  points  urged  are 
more  apparent  than  real  and  that  the  instructions  of  the  circular  only  require 
to  be  faithfully  carried  out  to  meet  with  general  approval. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GfJDfiON  OUIMET, 

Snperintendenf. 
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The  Circular  and  the  Course  of  Study  have  met  with  the  general 
approval  of  School  Commissioners  and  Teachers,  and  have  already  produced 
good  results.  If  School  Commissioners  and  Teachers  unite  in  carrying  out 
the  recommendations  of  the  Circular,  there  will  be  a  great  improvement  in 
the  Protestant  Schools  of  the  Province  during  the  next  two  or  three  years. 
The  importance  of  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  Circular  was  so 
generally  recognized  by  those  interested  in  Elementary  Schools,  that  the 
following  notice  was  issued  as  an  Appendix  to  the  Circular,  to  protect  the 
Schools  from  the  indifference  and  neglect  sometimes  manifested  by  the  local 
school  boards. 


Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

Quebec,  15th  November,  1883. 

NOTICE  to  Commissioners  and  Trustees  of  Schools  under  the  supervision  of  the 

Protestant  Inspectors. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  to  direct  your  special  attention  to  Section  IV  of  my 
Circular  to  Commissioners  and  Trustees  ot  Schools  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Protestant  Inspectors,  of  the  third  of  April  last,  which  has  been  adopted 
by  a  laige  number  of  Municipalities  since  the  Circular  was  issued,  and  to 
inform  you  that  on  and  after  the  first  of  January  next,  you  will  be  required 
to  engage  your  teachers  by  written  contract,  as  prescribed  by  law,  and  by 
the  year,  that  is  for  the  number  of  months  during  which  your  schools  are 
to  be  in  ox>eration  during  the  year. 

This  order  is  given,  first,  because  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  school 
law  and  the  general  practice  of  the  Province ;  second,  because  the  Protestant 
Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  has  strongly  recommended 
it,  and  third,  because  the  interests  of  Elementary  Education  demand  it 

■ 

You  are  hereby  notiEed  that  the  payment  of  your  grant  wiU,  in  future, 
dex>end  upon  your  carrying  out  the  instructions  contained  in  the  first  four 
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sections  of  my  Circular  of  the  third  of  April  last,  to  which  you  are  referred 
for  guidance  and  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, ' 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GrfiDEON  OUIMET, 

Superintendent 

Teachers'  Meetings. 

The  Protestant  Inspectors  of  the  Province  have  been  "  requested  to 
hold  at  least  once  a  year  a  meeting  of  Teachers  in  each  County  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  di£Glculties,  defects  and  desirable  improvements  of 
the  Schools  of  the  County,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  by  means 
of  Papers,  Model  Lessons,  &c.,  the  best  methods  of  teaching  and  organizing 
Elementary  Schools."  In  accordance  with  these  instructions.  Teachers' 
Meetings  have  been  held  in  the  Counties  of  Richmond,  Compton,  Stanstead, 
Brome,  Missisquoi,  ShefTord,  Huntingdon,  Chateauguay,  Ottawa  and  Pontiac 
with  most  satisfactory  results. 

The  attendance  at  these  meetings  was  very  good  and  great  interest  was 
shown  by  those  who  were  present.  Each  meeting  was  organized  with  the 
Inspector  of  the  District  as  Chairman,  and  the  time  was  occupied  with  lec- 
tures and  discussions  upon  the  best  methods  of  conducting  the  work  of  the 
Elementary  Schools. 

These  yearly  gatherings  will  evidently  exercise  a  very  important 
influence  for  good  upon  our  Educational  work. 

Vie  Provincial  Association  of  Protestant  Teachers, — ^This  Association,  which 
is  an  independent  organization  representing  the  Protestant  Teachers  of  the 
Province,  meets  in  annual  Convention  at  different  points  in  the  Province  ; 
the  last  two  of  which  have  been  held  at  Sherbrooke  and  Lachute.  With 
an  attendance  of  two  or  three  hundred  teachers  representing  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Province,  the  Convention  is  the  most  important  gathering,  con- 
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nected  with  the  Protestant  Education  in  this  Province.  The  Programme  of 
Proceedings  includes  Lectures,  Papers  and  Model  Lessons  upon  the  Art  of 
Teaching  and  School  Management  and  discussions  ui>on  all  matters  affecting 
the  interests  of  Teachers. 

The  opinions  of  the  Convention  are  embodied  in  Resolutions,  copies  of 
which  are  forwarded  to  the  Protestant  Committee  and  to  this  Department, 
which  are  of  great  assistance  in  the  control  and  management  of  Protestant 
Education. 

Remarks. 

L  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  the  public,  as  much  as  possible, 
with  the  efforts  made  for  the  improvement  of  Protestant  Schools,  thanks  to 
the  initiative  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. The  movement  which  has  been  inaugurated  may  produce  important 
results  in  the  future.  It  follows  the  same  direction  as  that  given  to  the 
Catholic  Schools  of  the  province  by  the  Catholic  Committee  since  1876. 
Both  committees,  although  independent  of  each  other,  work  together,  and 
their  success  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  system  which 
recognize  this  dual  control  over  our  school  organization. 

II.  I  said  above  that  the  form  of  our  statistics  had  varied  since  a  few 
years. 

Thus,  even  in  the  two  tables  which  I  have  given,  there  is  a  difference 
which  it  is  advisable  to  x>oint  out.  For  instance,  the  table  for  1876-83 
shows  that  we  have,  at  this  moment,  5,017  schools  and  that  of  1867-83  gives 
the  number  as  5,039. 

This  difference  is  due  to  the  fact  that,  as  the  latter  table  is  of  a  more 
general  character  than  the  other,  there  have  been  included,  under  the  head- 
ing of  schools,  even  the  special  schools  and  universities,  the  united  number 
of  which  18  and  4,  if  taken  from  the  total  5,039  leaves  exactly  6,017,  the 
figure  given  in  the  first  table. 

I  must  also  say  that  for  the  first  time  this  year,  the  Victoria  University 
at  Montreal  has  been  counted  amongst  the  universities.     I  admit  that  this 
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may  give  rise  to  diversity  of  opinion  for  this  institution  undoubtedly  offers 
advantages  of  which  the  province  of  Quebec  benefits,  but  it  is  in  fact  an 
institution  which  belongs  to  the  province  of  Ontario.  There  are  two  ways 
of  looking  at  the  question,  and  it  is  sufficient  to  point  them  out,  to  avoid  a 
misunderstanding. 

III.  The  Catholic  Committee  has,  for  some  time,  authorized  a  special 
investigation  in  connection  with  the  Boards  of  Examiners.  This  investiga- 
tion is  not  yet  completed ;  it  has  to  be  carried  on  with  great  prudence  and 
circumsi>ection,  for  the  question  of  diplomas  is  one  of  the  most  important 
which  can  be  raised. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Committee  will  make  a  report  at  its  next  sit- 
ting. 

lY.  The  Catholic  Committee  is  also  inquiring  into  the  means  to  be 
taken  to  make  school  inspection  more  effective.  A  sub-Committee  has 
been  appointed  with  instructions  to  ascertain  whether  the  inspectors 
inspect  the  schools  regularly  ;  whether  they  have  too  large  a  district  to  go 
over  or  too  many  schools  under  their  control ;  whether  they  are  sufficiently 
remunerated  ;  whether  they  are  sufficiently  numerous  ;  whether  their  bul- 
letins and  reports  are  correctly  made  out ;  in  a  word,  whether  in  general, 
they  perform  their  duty  well,  and  are  properly  qualified. 

The  work  of  this  sub-Committee  is  unquestionoj^ly  of  the  greatest 
importance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

GfiDfiON  OUIMET, 

Superintendent. 
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REPORTS  OF  SCHOOL  INSPECTORS. 


ME.  BfiGIN. 
{Translation,) 

RiMOUSKi,  5th  September,  1888. 

Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  with  my  annual  report,  the  statistical 
table  of  the  school  in  my  inspection  division  which  is  composed  of  the 
county  of  Eimouski  and  of  two  municipalities  in  that  of  Q-asp6  and  con- 
tains thirty  two  school  municipalities  and  one  hundred  and  forty-four  dis- 
tricts. 

There  were  this  year  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  institutions  of  all 
kinds  in  this  extensive  division :  1  seminary  or  classical  college,  1  girls  ^ 
academy,  11  model  schools  and  121  primary  schools,  attended  by  5,4tl 
pupils. 

This  table  shows  that  10  districts  had  no  schools  ;  this  is  due  in  almost 
every  case  to  the  fact  that  the  commissioners  could  not  get  teachers. 

In  effect,  the  number  of  teachers  is  insufficient  for  the  wants  of  this 
division  and  at  this  very  moment  some  good  districts  cannot  get  any. 

It  was  owing  to  this  cause  that  26  teachers  without  diplomas  taught 
school  this  year,  an  increase  of  10  over  last  year.  I  have  every  reason  to 
fear  that  the  number  will  increase  still  further,  as  several  municipalities 
find  it  impossible  to  get  any  others. 
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This  state  of  affairs  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  by  all  who  take  an  in- 
terest in  education ;  it  is  entirely  due  to  the  small  salaries  offered  to  teach- 
ers and  will  continue  so  long  as  school  cori)orations  do  not  apply  the 
proper  remedy  to  the  evil  by  giving  teachers  a  remuneration  more  adequate 
to  their  wants  and  the  nature  of  their  duties. 

At  present  money  is  fairly  plentiful  everywhere ;  but  the  first  employ- 
ment which  may  present  itself  promises  better  means  of  subsistence  for 
the  future  than  teaching  school. 

It  does  not  seem  reasonable  to  expect  well  educated  young  girls  to 
teach  school  all  their  lives,  when  they  have  before  them  only  a  prospect  of 
poverty  and  a  series  of  deceptions. 

The  smallness  of  the  salaries  is  also  the  cause  of  the  unpopularity, 
amongst  the  teachers  of  my  district,  of  the  act  which  provides  a  pension 
fond  for  old  and  infirm  teachers ;  they  cannot  reconcile  themselves  to  the 
idea  of  remaining  any  length  of  time  in  so  unremunerative  a  career. 

We  have  also  to  regret  the  too  firequent  change  of  teachers,  the  want 
of  pedagogical  knowledge  in  niany  of  them  and  the  irregular  attendance 
of  the  pupils. 

Considering  the  little  time  which  the  majority  of  the  pupils  can  devote 
to  study,  I  make  every  effort  to  have  them  taught  everything  in  the  most 
practical  manner  possible,  so  that  when  they  leave  school  they  can  make 
some  use  even  of  the  slight  knowledge  they  acquire  there. 

As  the  bulletins  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  sending  you  during 
the  year  show  the  state  of  each  institution  in  particular,  it  is  not  necessary 
that  I  should  again  allude  to  them.  I  cannot  however  conclude  this  report 
without  praising  the  classes  taught  at  St.  Germain  de  Simouski  by  the 
Sisters  of  Charity.  This  community,  at  the  b^inning  of  the  year,  opened 
a  day  school  and  boarding  school  which  were  attended  by  two  hundred 
and  sixty-five  children,  and  the  success  obtained  by  the  Sisters  has  been 
quite  commensurate  with  the  sacrifices  they  must  have  made  to  at  once 
put  their  institution  on  a  footing  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  locality. 


The  secretary-treasurers  of  the  different  municipalities  as  a  rule  i)er- 
form  their  duties  well  and  no  institution  complains  of  any  delay  in  the 
payment  of  salary. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


D.  BfiGIN, 

School  inspector. 


ME.  BfJLAND. 
{Translation,) 

m 

Ste.  Jxtlie,  Megantic,  1st  August,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  school  year  1882-83  as 
as  well  as  the  grand  statistical  tables  for  the  same  year. 

Even  after  31  years  experience  I  find  that  the  making  of  reports  is  a 
difELcult  undertaking,  particularly  when  they  affect  the  interests  of  a  large 
population  contained  in  22  parishes  or  municipalities,  each  of  which  would 
like  to  be  complimented  by  the  inspector  while  the  teachers,  secretaries 
and  commissioners  have  the  same  desire  to  be  flattered  and  the  same  dis- 
like to  criticism.  This  year  every  thing  as  a  rule  has  been  well  done ;  im- 
provements and  progress  have  been  made  in  some  places. 

I  must  however  say  that  the  curriculum  of  our  primary  schools  is  too 
complicated,  if  not  to  extensive. 

Several  foreign  authors  whose  works  I  have  read  say  that  the  principal 
points  are  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  The  difficulty  is  to  find  out 
who  is  right,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  our  children 
£-om  7  to  12  years  of  age  to  learn  all  the  subjects  which  have  now  to  be 
studied  in  our  primary  schools.  Many  competent  persons  within  my  divi- 
sion are  of  the  same  opinion. 


There  are  twenty-two  municipalities  in  my  division,  including  that  of 
Ste.  Philomene,  whose  name  will  only  apx>ear  next  year. 

There  are  eighty-seven  school  houses  belonging  to  the  school  corpora- 
tions and  twenty-nine  are  rented.  Nearly  all  these  houses  are  in  proper  con- 
dition now. 

I  made  one  hundred  and  sixty  visits  during  the  year. 

One  hundred  and  one  primary  schools  are  under  the  control  of  com- 
missioners and  three  under  the  control  of  trustees. 

These  schools  are  attended  by  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-three  boys 
and  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-one  girls,  total  3,834  ;  average  attendance 
2,931. 

There  are  two  boys  model  schools ;  one  at  Lotbiniere  and  the  other  at 
St.  Calixte  de  Somerset.  The  former  is  taught  by  a  male  teacher,  the  latter 
by  the  nuns.  In  this  place  they  have  tried  all  three  kinds,  school-masters, 
school-mistresses  and  nuns  and  the  latter  have  been  found  the  most  suc- 
cessfol.  They  seem  to  have  the  talent  of  keeping  the  children  quiet  and 
attentive,  they  also  have  the  great  gift  of  making  the  children  moral,  the 
most  important  thing  of  all. 

At  Lotbiniere  and  Ste.  Emilie  the  only  two  male  teachers  I  have  in 
my  division  teach  very  practically  and  I  may  say  the  same  of  all  the 
teachers  of  the  model  schools  and  of  four-fifths  of  the  primary  schools. 
There  are  ten  mixed  schools  taught  by  female  teachers.  All  these  model 
schools  are  attended  by  541  pupils  of  both  sexes,  the  girls  being  in  the 
majority. 

Male  teachers  should  be  secured  to  teach  the  boys  if  we  want  to  make 
intelligent  men  of  them. 

The  total  number  of  the  pupils  in  the  institutions  of  all  kinds  is  four 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-three,  of  whom  2,200  are  boys  and  2,463 
are  girls,  an  increase  of  138.  There  are  2,750  between  the  alphabet  and 
fluent  reading  and  1,913  who  read  well. 

In  spelling  and  dictation  2,526,  in  writing  3,942,  about  four-fifths,  in 


arithmetic  2,884 — more  than  "one-half— in  geography  2,463 — a  little  over 
one-half— in  grammar  2,526 — the  same  proportion  as  in  geography — in 
book-keeping  1,*713,  or  one-third.  In  industrial  drawing  198,  drawing 
2,143,  object  lessons  1,913,  instrumental  music  80,  vocal  music  2,Y6t.  In 
history  2,510,  a  little  over  one-half— in  Canadian  history  1,718. 

In  connection  with  this  latter  subject,  I  think  we  should  give  each 
of  our  teachers  Dr.  LaBue's  Popular  History  of  Canada.  To  my  mind  this 
abridgment  is  the  most  suitable  for  giving  our  people  a  sufficient  idea  of 
the  remarkable  feats  and  deeds  of  their  ancestors. 

I  have  not  seen  any  mode  more  practical  elsewhere  than  these  narra- 
tives. 

I  have  specially  enjoined  all  the  teachers  to  devote  two  half  hours 
twice  a  week  to  the  instructive  teaching  of  Sacred  and  Canadian  History 
to  all  their  pupils,  without  exception,  during  the  afternoon  classes.  The 
morning  classes  should  be  given  up  chiefly  to  reading,  especially  in 
grammar  with  explanations.  Writing  and  arithmetic  are  also  of  the  first 
importance  and  are  taught  as  much  as  possible  in  the  morning  and  after- 
noon classes  with  a  little  book-keeping. 

In  algebra  there  are  78  pupils,  in  geometry  286,  in  agriculture  5851, 
in  natural  history  40,  in  belles-lettres  198. 

Six  hundred  and  sixty-three  French  speaking  pupils  learn  English  and 
seventy-two  English  speaking  pupils  learn  French. 

230  pupils  learn  sewing ;  there  should  be  two  thousand.   . 

The  salaries  of  the  teachers  continue  to  be  quite  ridiculous ;  about  nine 
thousand  dollars  are  paid  for  121  teachers,  an  average  of  about  $75.00. 

I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  get  subscribers  to  our  two 
very  interesting  educational  journals  but  I  have  not  been  as  successful  as  I 
would  wist.  The  teachers  always  plead  poverty.  This  is  very  true  but 
meanwhile  they  lose  a  great  deal  by  not  reading  regularly  these  two  ex- 
cellent publications. 
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The  books  which  we  give  as  prizes  always  have  very  good  effect ; 
they  are  always  a  great  encouragement  to  the  pupils  and  a  safe  means  to 
enable  teachers  to  stimulate  their  zeal. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


P.  F.  BtLAND. 

School  inspeciar. 


MR.  BKLCOUfiT. 
(TVanskUion.) 

NicOLET,  23rd  July,  1883. 
Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  grand  statistical  table  as  well  as  my 
report  upon  the  state  of  education  in  the  counties  of  Nicolet  and  Yamaska. 

My  inspection  division  this  year  comprises  two  hundred  and  twelve 
educational  establishments  of  all  kinds  which  are  classified  as  follows  :  one 
classical  college,  two  schools  kept  by  the  Christian  Brothers,  ten  convents, 
nine  lay  model  schools,  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  primary  schools  and 
four  independent  schools. 

I  visited  only  once  the  schools  tinder  my  control  to  the  number  of  300 
and  I  will  shortly  give  you  my  reasons  for  not  making  the  two  prescribed 
visits. 

The  twelve  religious  communities  in  my  division  continue  to  give 
entire  satisfaction.  These  institutions  were  attended  this  year  by  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-six  pupUs  with  a  very  considerable  average  attendance. 

Of  the  nine  model  schools  that  of  St.  Fierre-les-Becquets  deserves  spe- 
cial mention,  four  others  are  on  a  good  footing,  two  are  middling  and  two 
others  insufficient ;  these  two  schools  are  mentioned  in  my  bulletins,  so  I 
will  not  give  their  names  here. 

Seventy  primary  schools  out  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  are  kept  on 
an  excellent  footing ;  several  even  deserve  to  be  called  model  schools.  Sixty 


give  satisfaction  generally  and  fifty-six  are  inferior.  Amongst  the  latter  a 
certain  number  belong  to  new  and  poor  municipalities  where  the  children 
attend  school  only  for  a  part  of  the  year. 

ft 

There  are  also  four  independent  schools  which  I  inspect  regularly  :  the 
J       model  school  of  Ste.  Grertrude  which  gives  excellent  results,  the  two  schools 
for  Indians  in  St.  Thomas  which  are  fairly  well  kept  and  a  new  indepen- 
dent school  also  in  that  municipality.  • 

The  progress  which  I  noted  during  my  last  visit  is  in  general  satisfac- 
tory and  gives  me  great  hopes  for  the  future.  It  consists,  not  only  in  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  the  pupils  learning  the  various  subjects  of  the 
curriculum,  but  also  and  chiefly  in  the  manner  of  teaching.  Reading, 
writing,  grammar  and  arithmetic  have  been  the  objects  of  my  particular 
attention  and  the  results  obtained  in  the  majority  of  the  schools  are  really 
encouraging.  This  supervision  which  I  exercise  over  the  study  of  the 
most  important  branches  does  not  prevent  me  from  seeing  that  the  complete 
curriculum  is  followed  everywhere. 

In  the  primary  schools,  the  teaching  of  geography  is  not  yet  satisfac- 
^      tory ;  the  preliminary  lessons  are  hurried  over  and  not  sufficiently  explained. 

The  geography  of  Canada  should  be  the  subject  of  a  special  study ; 
there  might  be  added  to  it  an  abridged  treatise  on  the  five  divisions  of  the 
world.  A  globe,  a  map  of  the  world,  a  map  of  America  and  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canada  would  suffice  for  this  study. 

Sacred  History  and  the  History  of  Canada  are  taught  in  almost  all  the 
schools  of  my  division  with  fair  success. 

Drawing  is  being  more  generally  taught,  and  the  teachers  who  have  , 
provided  themselves  with  Mr.  Oscar  Dunn's  Manuals  of  Drawing  on  the 
TV.  Smith  system,  succeed  beyond  all  exi)ectation.     I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  in  a  good  many  schools,  even  in  primary  ones,  several  very  good 
'      drawing  books. 

In  all  the  model  schools  and  in  the  good  primary  schools  book-keeping 
is  taught  to  the  more  advanced  pupils.  Before  long  I  hope  the  teaching  of 
this  important  branch  will  be  general  throughout  my  division. 
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The  number  of  pupils  learning  agriculture  has  decreased.  I  attribute 
this  to  the  opposition  of  the  parents  and  the  want  of  aptitude  in  the  ma- 
jority of  the  teachers.  I  would  like  a  certain  number  of  manuals  of  agri- 
culture to  be  sent  me  next  autumn  in  order  that  I  may  distribute  them  in 
the  municipalities  where  opposition  is  made  to  the  teaching  of  this  branch. 

Catechism  is  taught  everywhere,  the  teachers  giving  it  all  the  time 
due  to  its  imi>ortance. 

The  chief  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  education  in  my  division  are : 

lo.  Irregular  attendance ;  2o.  Small  salaries ;  3o.  Too  frequent  change  of 
teachers,  which  is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  small  encouragement 
they  receive. 

These  obstacles  will,  I  am  convinced,  disappear  if  the  minimum  of  the 
salaries  to  be  paid  to  teachers  were  fixed.  Such  a  reform  would  have  the 
effect  of  increasing  the  number  of  good  teachers  and,  as  a  consequence,  the 
number  of  good  schools. 

I  cannot  understand  how,  with  a  salary  of  seventy  dollars,  a  teacher 
can  feed,  properly  clothe  herself  and  heat  a  building  which  is  often  very 
cold ;  and  yet  this  is  the  average  salary  in  my  division.     • 

The  state  of  the  school  houses  has  greatly  improved  since  a  year. 
Twelve  houses  have  been  rebuilt  and  a  great  many  have  been  repaired. 
If  this  continues  all  the  old  houses  which  are  barely  habitable  will  soon  be 
replaced  by  others  of  good  appearance,  of  suitable  proportions  and  with  all 
hygienic  requirements.  All  the  schools  in  my  division,  with  but  few  ex- 
ceptions, are  provided  with  maps  and  a  blackboard.  It  is  very  desirable 
that  certain  school  necessaries  such  as  pens,  chalk,  ink  and  inkstands  with 
graded  examples  be  supplied  gratis  to  the  pupils  by  the  commissioners- 
These  articles  do  not  cost  much  but  still  it  frequently  happens  that  the 
children  are  not  provided  with  them.  The  forms  and  benches  are  defective 
in  many  schools. 

The  majority  of  the  secretary-treasurers  perform  their  duties  well.  Id 
some  places  where  the  commissioners  cannot  efficiently  revise  the  accounts 
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themselves,  they  get  them  audited  by  competent  persons ;  an  excellent 
custom  in  my  opinion.  Nearly  everywhere  I  noticed  a  certain  amount  of 
arrears  which  in  some  instances  was  rather  considerable.  The  reform  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Grondin  of  making  those  in  arrear  pay  interest,  appears  to  be 
likely  to  be  productive  of  good  results. 

« 

By  law  the  assessments  are  payable  in  the  autumn  and  it  would  be 
only  fair  to  charge  interest  upon  sums  due  for  over  three  months.  The 
amount  representing  this  interest  might  be  distributed  amongst  the  teachers 
of  the  municipality. 

Generally  speaking  the  secretary-treasurers  have  on  hand  on  the  1st 
July  the  fands  necessary  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  school  year.  Never- 
theless in  certcdn  localities  the  commissioners  are  compelled  to  wait  for 
the  grant  in  the  month  of  August  to  pay  the  last  instalment  due  to  the 
teachers.  They  consider  this  grant  as  the  last  of  the  school  year  and  as 
destined  for  the  expenses  of  the  year  which  ended  on  the  30th  June  pre- 
vious. This  irregularity  would  disappear  if  the  assessments  were  slightly 
raised  but  it  seems  that  this  is  not  always  an  easy  thing  to  do. 

Before  concluding  this  report  it  is  my  duty  to  recommend  to  you  as 
worthy  of  a  supplementary  grMit,  the  parishes  of  Ste-Sophie  de  Levrard, 
Ste.  Marie  de  Blandford,  Ste.  Eulalie,  Ste.  Perp6tue,  Ste.  Brigitte-des-Saults 
and  St.  Leonard. 

I  have  also  to  mention  the  loss  experienced  by  the  parish  of  La  Baie- 
du-Febvre  through  the  entire  destruction  of  its  magnificent  convent.  Thanks 
to  the  zeal  and  energy  of  the  worthy  cure  of  this  parish,  the  convent  will 
be  rebuilt  this  summer.  The  generous  gifts  from  the  province,  from  the 
honorable  provincial  treasurer  and  from  the  parish  will  enable  it  to  be 
rebuilt.  But  the  purchase  of  suitable  furniture  will  be  a  heavy  expense 
for  this  institution.  I  therefore  beg  of  you,  if  it  be  possible,  to  increase  for  a 
few  years,  at  least,  the  grant  given  to  this  community. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  E.  BELCOURT, 

School  ifispector. 
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MR.  BOUCHARD. 
{TVanslation,) 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  inspection  division  of 
the  counties  of  Kamouraska  and  T6miscouata  of  which  I  was  definitively 
appointed  school  inspector  on  the  sixth  June  1882. 

On  the  26th  July  last  I  sent  my  grand  statistical  table  for  the  school 
year  1882-83. 

As  appears  by  this  table  the  total  number  of  pupils  who  hav^  attended 
the  schools  during  the  year  is  Y,888  against  7,446  last  year,  an  increase  of 
422.  The  average  attendance  has  also  increased  by  1,009.  There  is  an 
increase  of  140  pupils  in  writing ;  280  in  geography ;  186  in  agriculture ; 
45  in  b  Dok-keeping,  and  690  in  industrial  drawing. 

There  is  a  decrease  this  year  in  French  grammar  and  history.  This 
decrease  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in  several  municipalities  the  parents  do  not 
wish  the  children  to  learn  these  subjects  until  they  have  made  their  first 
communion.  The  figures  just  given  show  a  marked  progress  in  the  study 
of  the  leading  branches  of  the  curriculum. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  teaching  is  more  practical  and  rational.  I 
always  advise  the  teachers  to  give  up  teaching  by  rote  except  for  the 
recitation  of  catechism  and  prayers. 

I  desire  that  the  subjects  be  taught  in  an  intelligent  manner  and  that 
the  children  understand  what  they  learn. 

When  I  examine  the  children  I  endeavor  to  show  the  teachers  who 
have  little  or  no  idea  of  pedagogy  how  they  should  give  and  apply  their 
lessons  in  order  the  better  to  fix  them  in  the  minds  of  the  children. 

We  no  longer  hear,  in  reading,  that  monotonous  and  nasal  voice  we 
used  formerly  to  hear ;  a  moderate  and  expressive  tone  has  succeeded  to 
this  old  routine. 
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I  notice  a  still  greater  improvement  in  the  teachers  who  have  studied 
this  hranch  under  Mr.  Lagac6,  the  Principal  of  Laval  Normal  School. 

Arithmetic  is  better  taught,  but  not  in  a  sufficiently  practical  manner 
for  our  agricultural  population. 

Mental  arithmetic  is  practised  by  a  greater  number  of  pupils  since  I 
have  recommended  Mr.  Juneau's  treatise  on  mental  arithmetic. 

In  the  schools  where  it  is  not  yet  introduced  the  multiplication  table 
is  taught  before  addition  and  subtraction. 

Writing  receives  more  attention  since  Mr.  Langlais'  series  of  copy-book& 
has  come  into  use. 

As  several  of  my  colleagues  have  frequently  said  and  repeated,  the 
causes  which  retard  progress  in  our  primary  schools  are  always  the  same  i 

1.  Irregular  attendance  at  school ; 

2.  The  incapacity  of  the  teachers. 

3.  The  neglect  or  apathy  of  parents  in  providing  their  children  with 
school  necessaries. 

I  notice  that  there  are  many  municipalities  in  my  division  where  the 
parents  are  wanting  in  this  respect ;  you  must  have  seen  it  already  for 
yourself  by  my  inspection  bulletins. 

I  think  I  may  say  that  the  schools  would  be  better  attended  if  all  the 
teachers  knew  how  to  make  themselves  liked  by  the  children  and  how  to 
make  them  take  an  interest  in  their  work ;  for  I  find  that  the  attendance  is 
more  regular  in  the  schools  where  the  teachers  make  their  work  interesting. 

There  are  in  my  division  80  male  teachers,  8  laymen  and  2Y  in  reli- 
gious orders  ;  240  female  teachers  keep  the  other  schools  ;  182  have  diplo- 
mas, 18  taught  without  them  and  40  are  nuns.  The  lay  female  teachers 
receive  an  average  salary  of  $66. 

Most  of  these  teachers  display  much  zeal  and  good- will  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties  ;  if  they  do  not  all  succeed  equally  it  is  due  more 
to  their  want  of  knowing  the  proper  methods  than  to  want  of  education. 
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The  8t.  Anne's  college  as  well  as  the  girls'  academies  and  the  model 
schools  of  Cacouna  and  Trois-Pistoles  leave  nothing  to  be  desired. 

The  famitnre  of  these  schools  is  also  very  comfortable. 

I  cannot  say  as  much  for  the  other  school  houses,  a  great  many  of  which 
are  too  low,  cold,  unhealthy  and  imperfectly  ventilated.  Those  which 
have  been  built  since  a  few  years  have  been  built  on  plans  approved  by 
the  Superintendent  and  are  suited  to  the  requirements  of  the  districts  and 
the  means  of  the  rate-payers. 

I  must  not  forget  to  make  honorable  mention  of  Mr.  King  who  directs 
the  lumbering  establishments  in  St.  Pacome.  This  gentleman,  although  he 
belongs  to  a  different  religion  from  ours,  has  caused  to  be  built  at  his  own 
expense,  a  splendid  school  house  in  his  district  in  order  that  the  children 
of  the  many  persons  in  his  employ,  can  go  to  school.  It  is  spacious,  high 
and  well  ventilated,  and  in  all  things  conformable  to  the  requirements  of 
the  law.  I  hope  that  it  will  serve  as  a  model  for  the  other  houses  which 
will  have  to  be  built  in  this  locality,  as  well  as  in  the  surrounding  parishes. 

The  furniture  in  the  primary  schools  sflll  leaves  much  to  be  desired, 
but  it  is  gradually  improving.  The  old  desks  are,  in  general,  flat  and 
double  or  too  much  inclined  for  the  children  to  sit  in  a  proper  position  for 
writing. 

They  are  often  a  source  of  disorder  during  class  because  the  children, 
sitting  face  to  face,  play  and  amuse  themselves  and  the  teacher  cannot  find 
out  the  guilty  ones.     A  good  many  classes  have  benches  with  backs. 

The  official  method  of  keeping  accounts  has  been  introduced  into  nearly 
all  the  municipalities.  Several  of  the  secretary-treasurers,  although  but 
little  educated,  are  beginning  to  understand  the  method  of  keeping  accounts 
in  these  books  and  succeed  Mrly  well.  I  have  come  across  some  cases 
where  the  secretary-treasurers  have  made  use  of  subterfages  so  as  not  to 
show  me  their  accounts,  but  I  hope  this  will  not  occur  again.  I  also  notice 
that  in  localities  where  the  secretary-treasurers  have  personal  interests  to 
serve,  there  are  considerable  arrears  and  the  rates  are  collected  slowly,  the 
result  being  that  the  teachers  are  not  paid  regularly. 
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I  notice,  with  regret,  that  the  public  examinations  at  the  end  of 
the  school  year  are  made  in  a  very  superficial  manner  by  the  school 
commissioners  who  are  far  from  doing  their  duty  properly  in  this  res- 
pect. 

The  monthly  contribution  which  should  be  fixed  by  the  commissioners 
and  paid  in  money  by  the  rate-payers,  is  not  so,  in  the  majority  of  the  munici- 
palities of  my  division.  It  is  replaced  by  a  certain  quantity  of  fuel  wood 
which  is  required  from  the  father  of  a  family  who  has  children  at  school. 
It  frequently  happens  that  the  father  keeps  the  children  at  home  so  as  not 
to  give  his  wood. 

By  this  system,  the  attendance  is  less  regular,  the  school-houses  are 
badly  heated  and  often  have  no  fuel  at  all.  I  know  some  schools  which 
the  teachers  had  to  shut  for  three  weeks  at  different  times  last  winter, 
owing  to  want  of  wood. 

I  have  always  complied  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  cir- 
cular of  the  15th  November,  1881,  the  principal  ones  of  which,  relating  to 
the  insi)ector's  visits,  consist  in  his  having  to  notify  the  school  authorities 
of  his  intended  visit  and  request  them  to  be  present.  I  must  say  that  my 
notices  have  not  had  the  desired  effect,  for  most  of  the  commissioners  do 
not  disturb  themselves  to  accompany  the  inspector. 

The  cur§s  are  always  willing  to  accompany  me  when  their  numerous 
occupations  do  not  prevent  them.  I  sincerely  thank  all  those  who  have 
been  able  to  do  so  until  now. 

I  never  fail  to  make  such  remarks,  as  I  deem  necessary,  to  the  school 
commissioners  about  the  keeping  of  their  schools  ;  but  these  remarks  would . 
generally  have  but  very  little  eflFect  if  your  letters,  which  nearly  always 
corroborate  mine,  did  not  stimulate  them  in  their  apathy.. 

You  will  see  by  the  foregoing  that  there  still  remains  much  to  be  done 
to  secure  the  proper  working  of  the  law  and  the  complete  organization  of 
the  schools. 
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I  hope  that  these  remarks,  together  with  my  inspection  bulletins  will 
suffice  to  show  you  the  state  of  education  in  my  division. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

CfiLESTIN  BOUCHARD, 

School  inspectoT, 


MR.  BRAULT. 
{Translation.) 


Pointk-Claibe,  18th  August,  1883* 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  public  instruction  iil  the 
counties  of  Jacques-Cartier,  Soulangcs  and  Vaudreuil  for  the  school  year 
1882-83. 

This  report  consists  of  the  grand  statistical  table  which  I  sent  you  a 
few  days  ago  and  of  the  following  information  taken,  in  a  great  measure, 
from  that  table  and  my  inspection  bulletins  for  the  second  half-year. 

STATISTIC5S  TAKEN  FROM  THE   GrRAND  TaBLE. 


Number  of  manicipalities 25 

DirtrlcU 95 

School  faonses  belonging  to  the  commis- 
sioners         94 

School  houses  leased  bj  the  commission- 
ers or  trastees 10 

Houses  in  which  independent  schools  are 


held 


Convents  or  colleges  in  which  are  schools 

under  control 11 

Total  school  houses  .....    1 1 7 


Pnpils 

Number  of  model  schools 


3341 
11 


Pnpils 793 

Number  of  academies 14 


Number  of  primaiy  schools, 


90 


Pupils 

Number  of  colleges 

Pupils 

Schools  under  control  of  aimmissioners.. 


Pupils 

Schools  under  control  of  trustees. 


1827 

3 

590 

!^4 

4313 

1»> 


It 


Popils 282 

Independent  schools 13 

Pupils 1966 

Catholic  pupils -. 6204 

Protestant  pnpUs 347 

lYmnber  of  boys 3360 

Number  of  girls 3191 

Schools  of  all  kinds 117 

Grand  total  of  pupils 6551 

Pupils  from  A  B  C,  to  fluent  reading  ....   1255 

*•     reading  fluently 5296 

"     learning  orthography 3106 

«      who  write 5603 

"      learning  arithmetic 4969 

Pupils  learning  geography .,.  2355 

u         u         grammar 31 10 

'•  **         parsing 2710 

*<         industrial  drawing 2330 

«<  «         object  lessons 931 

<-  "  instrumeutal  music 358 

li  u         Tocal  music 1216 

^(  a         history 2641 

<'  <«         book-keeping 867 

«  «         algebra 234 

"  *<         geometry 324 

•<  t(         higher  mathematics 104 

>'  <«         horticulture  or  agriculture  1480 


Pupils  learning  natural  history 120 

«  "         belles-lettres 100 


u 


(I 


II 


a 


rhetoric 


37 


u 


u 


philosophy 19 

chemistry 15 

French  speaking  pupils  learning  English.  1069 

English  speaking  pupils  learning  French .  200 

Pupils  learning  latin 133 

u         u         greek 113 

**         "        sewing  and  embroidery  . .  588 

<<      ill  during  the  year 103 


u     deceased 


12 


School     closed     owing     to      epidemic 

disease  1 

Male  teachers  with  diplomas 20 


Male  teachers  without  diplomas. 


Male  teachers  in  religious  orders 56 

Total  male  teachers 76 

Average  salary  of  lay  male  teachers  in 

towns $560 

Average  salary  of  lay  male  teachers  in  the 

country $287 

Female  teachers  with  diplomas 78 


Female  teachers  without  diplomas 


6 


Female  teachers  in  religious  orders 78 


Total  female  teachers 


62 


Average  salary  of  lay  female  teachers. ...     $129  J 
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From  a  comparison  of  the  preceding  statistics,  as  far  as  such  compa- 
rison is  possible,  with  those  of  1881-82,  the  following  conclusions  may  be 
drawn : 

1.  That  the  number  of  municipalities  of  schools  under  control  and  of 

the  school  houses  belonging  to  corporations  has  not  altered. 

•2 
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2.  That  a  new  independent  Catholic  school  is  in  operation.  It  is  attended 
by  58  pupils  and  is  in  the  village  of  Pointe-Fortune  in  the  municipality  of 
Bigaud. 

3.  That  the  number  of  educational  establishments  of  all  kinds  which  in 
1881-82  was  116,  has  increased  to  Hi. 

4.  That  the  number  of  pupils  attending  these  institutions  has  decreased 
this  year  by  39. 

5.  That  the  average  attendance  which,  in  the  year  1882-83  was  7o  per 
cent,  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year  by  1 J  per  cent. 

6.  That  there  has  been  an  increase  over  last  year  of : 

99  in  reading, 
739  in  writing, 
305  in  orthography, 
207  in  arithmetic, 
184  in  geography, 

23  in  parsing, 

75  in  industrial  linear  drawing, 
186  in  history, 
341  in  book-keeping, 
317  in  agriculture  and  horticulture, 
157  in  vocal  music, 

58  in  iubtrumental  music. 


State  of  the  School  Houses. 


Jacques-Cartier 

Soulanges 

Vaudreuil 

Total 


V.  Q. 

o. 

F. 

Mid. 

Inf.       Bwl. 

Total. 

9 

18 

2 

3 

2           2 

36 

0 

19 

12 

2 

2        1 

36 

3 

14 

10 

11 

2        5 

4o 

12 

51 

24 

16 

6   ,    8 

11" 

19 


> 


» 


Total. 
36 

36 
45 


111 


State  of  the  Furniture 

V.  G.         G.  F,  Mid.       Inf.      Bad.  Total. 

Ja<;que8-Cartier 3         18         13  2         0         0  36 

Soulanges 0         17         14     '     6         0        0  36 

Vaudreuil...., 2         15         14  8        5         1  45 

Total 6        50        41        15        5         1  1111 

Have  the  pupils  necessary  books  ? 

Yi*B.  Not  all.     School  cl. 

Jacques-Cartier 32  4 

Soulanges 31  5 

Vaudreuil , 37  7  1 

Total 100  16  1 

Maps. 

V.  G.  G.  Fair.        M.  W.    Can.       None,        Total. 

Jacques-Cartier 13  3        11  1        7  1  36 

Soulanges 12        17  6  1       36 

Vaudreuil 9  *      20        10  4       ...  2  45 

Total..'. 34        40        27  6        7  3        117 

GrLOBES. 

Jacques-Cartier 8 

Soulanges 3 

Vaudreuil 4 

Total 15 

Is  the  attendance  book  well  kept  ? 

Yes.  T.  W.         None.       School  cl.         Total. 

Jacques-Cartier 33  2  1  ...  36 

Soulanges 33  2  ...  1  36 

Vaudreuil 33  9  2  1  45 

Total 99  13  3  2  117 
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How  many  pupils  in  each  course  ? 


Jacques-Cartier 

Soulanges 

Vaudreuil 


1st  degree. 

3d  degree. 

Model. 

Acad. 

ToUL 

1336 

899 

30*7 

170 

2712 

1012 

628 

104 

1744 

1266 

661 

•60 

102 

2095 

3614 


2194        411 


272 


6551 


Number  of  institutions  in  which  dra'wing,  agriculture  and  book-keep- 
ing are  taught. 


Jacques-Cartier 

Soulanges 

Yaudreuil 


Drawing.  Agricaltnie.  Book-keeping. 

35  30  22 

34  31  25 

35  29  23 


104 


90 


70 


In  "what  language  is  the  teaching  given  ? 


Jacques-Cartier 

Soulanges 

Vaudreuil' 


French.  English. 
18  2 

19.  2 

23  5 


F.  G. 

14 
15 
14 


G.  F.    F.  E.  L. 
1  1 


60 
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Are  the  school  records  kept  ? 


Jacques-Cartier 

Soulanges 

Vaudreuil 


Yea. 
27 

21 

16 
64 


No. 

9 
15 

29 

53 


Is  there  a  cupboard  ? 


Jacques-Cartier^, 

Soulanges^ 

Vaudreuil 


53 


Total. 
36 

36 
45 

117 

Total. 
36 

36 
45 

117 


Tea. 

Na 

Total 

19 

17 

36 

18 

18 

36 

16 

29 

45 

• 



64 


117 
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Is  the  teacher  competent  ? 

Ye«. 

Jacques-Cartier 38 

Soulanges 29 

Vaudreuil 36 


98 


Suffi. 

Doubtful. 

No. 

Total 

■  •  • 

8 

•  •  • 

36 

5 

2 

•  •  • 

36 

3 

5 

1 

46 

8 


10 


lit 


How  is  the  school  kept  generally  ? 


Jacques-Cartier 

Soulanges 

Vaudreuil 


Is  there  any  progress  ? 


Jacques-Cartier 

^     Soulanges 

r*     Vaudreuil 


7.W. 

w. 

T 

.  w. 

Infmor. 

School  ol. 

Totia 

1 

23 

4 

2 

•  •  • 

36 

5 

29 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

36 

5 

31 

5 

3 

1 

45 

11 


83 


12 


10 


111 


Inch. 

Tea. 

Little. 

No. 

Tmpoesible 
toaacertain. 

Total. 

3 

21 

•7 

2 

3 

86 

6 

20 

5 

1 

4 

36 

3 

18 

11 

5 

8 

45 

59        23 


8 


15 


lit 


Are  the  accounts  well  kept  ? 

Are  they  according  to  the  official  method  ? 

Are  there  any  arrears  ? 

Nearly  all  the  answers  to  these  questions  are  satisfactory  as  you  may 
see  by  my  bulletins. 

It  is  in  the  two  municipalities  of  Lachine  that  the  arrears  are  the  most 
considerable ;  after  them  comes  that  of  the  village  of  St.  Anne.  At  the 
Cedars  they  arer  $1.83  ;  at  C6teau-du-Lac  $3.28  ;  at  the  village  of  Eigaud 
$18.00  ;  at  He  Perrot  $29.83 ;  at  Ste.  Genevieve  No.  2  $3.t4 ;  at  Ste.  aene- 
vieve  No.  3  there  are  more.  In  the  majority  of  the  other  municipalities 
they  are  much  below  one  hundred  dollars. 
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By  comparing  the  above  small  tables  which  are  a  syiiopsis  of  my  bul- 
letins for  the  last  half-year — with  those  in  my  previous  general  report  it 
will  be  seen  that,  in  general,  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the  state 
of  the  school  furniture,  etc. 

During  the  past  year  some  school  houses  have  been  rebuilt  and  a  greater 
number  have  been  considerably  repaired  or  enlarged.  Amongst  the  former 
I  may  mention  those  of  districts  Nos.  3  and  6  of  the  municipality  of  Ste. 
Marthe  and  amongst  the  latter  the  St.  Laurent,  Bourget  and  Rideau  colleges 
the  Vaudreuil  boy's  academy  now  under  the  charge  of  the  Clercs  of  St. 
Viateur  and  the  model  school  at  Coteau  Landing  in  the  municipality  of 
St.  Zotique. 

In  my  next  annual  report  I  will  have  the  pleasure  of  mentioning  a 
good  number  of  school  houses  which  are  to  be  rebuilt  or  repaired  during 
the  present  year. 

In  order  that  the  members  of  the  school  commissions  may  be  constantly 
posted  as  to  the  requirements  of  the  law  and  the  regulations  of  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction  and  that  they  may,  in  consequence,  comply  with  the 
law  and  the  regulations,  I  have  had  printed  several  hundred  copies  of  a 
circular  which  I  send  them  several  days  and  sometimes  several  weeks 
before  each  visit. 

The  circular  is  as  follows  : 

Pointe-Clairk,  County  of  Jacques-Cartier,  188 

7b  ihe  School  Commissioners  * 

for  the  municipality  of 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Q-entlemen, 

During  the  course  of  I  will  inspect  your  schools  and  examine 

your  accounts  and  minute  book. 

Of  the  two  visits  which  I  make  during  the  school  year,  the  object  of 
the  first  is  as  follows  : 

lo.  To  see  whether  you  have  secured  the  services  of  competent  teachers ; 
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2o.  To  ascertain  the  degree  of  capacity  of  the  pupils,  see  that  they  are 
provided  with  the  necessary  books  to  enable  them  to  make  a  good  use  of 
their  time  and  stimulate  or  excite  in  them  a  taste  for  school  and  study ; 

3.  To  ascertain  the  state  of  the  school  houses  and  other  dependencies 
I      and  of  the  furniture  ; 

4.  To  make  sure  that  the  schools  are  provided  v^ith  maps  ; 
0.  To  see  how  the  attendance  books  are  kept ; 

6.  To  ascertain  whether  the  subjects  of  the  curriculum  are  learnt. 

These  subjects  are  :  catechism,  reading,  writing,  grammar,  arithmetic,  book- 
keeping, history,  geography,  agriculture  and  drawing ; 

to.  To  see  if  there  is  a  cupboard  in  each  school  and  if  the  archives  are 

kept ; 

8o.  To  ascertain  how  the  school  is  kept  generally  ; 

9o.  Finally  to  see  if  the  accounts  are  well  kept,  if  they  are  according 
V      to  the  official  method  and  if  there  are  any  arrears. 

After  each  visit  I  have  to  report  to  the  Superintendent  of  Education 
npon  all  I  have  stated  above,  for  each  school  and  each  secretAry-treasurer. 

In  my  reports  on  the  second  visit  of  the  year  I  have  also  to  allude  to 
the  progress  made  by  each  school  in  particular.  It  is  also  on  the  occasion 
of  this  visit  that  I  reward  as  much  as  is  in  my  power  those  pupils  whose 
attendance  has  been  regular  and  whose  application  and  conduct  have  been 
at  least  satisfactory. 
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You  desire,  no  doubt,  that  your  schools  shall  be  successful.  In  order 
to  secure  this  success  avoid  everything  which  might  prevent  it.  I  beg  you 
to  observe  the  following : 

lo.  To  engage  competent  teachers ; 

* 

2o.  To  have  school  houses  with  good  floors,  sufficiently  spacious,  com- 
fortable, well  lighted  and  easy  to  ventilate ; 
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3o.  To  provide  the  classes  with  tables,  or  better  still  with  forms,  if  pos- 
sible, solidly  placed  at  a  slight  angle  with  slightly  raised  edges  and  of  a 
height  proi)ortioned  to  that  of  the  children  ; 

4o.  To  have  for  the  teacher  a  good  desk  placed  on  a  platform ; 

60.  To  have  for  the  pupils,  benches  or  chairs  with  backs  of  a  height  pro- 
portioned  to  their  stature  so  that  when  they  sit  down  their  feet  shall  rest 
upon  the  floor ; 

60.  To  have  a  good  black  board  in  each  school  with  chalk  and  maps ; 
amongst  others  a  map  of  the  world,  a  map  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and 
a  map  of  Europe  ; 

to.  To  have  a  globe  in  each  model  school  or  academy ; 

80.  To  provide  each  school  with  an  attendance  book  and  a  register  of 
visits ; 

9o.  To  provide  each  school  with  a  cupboard  in  which  would  be  care- 
fully preserved  the  attendance  books,  the  register  of  visits  and  such  of  the 
work  as  denotes  the  greatest  diligence  and  application  ; 

lOo.  To  see  veiy  carefully  that  the  Secretary-treasurer  keeps  his  accounts 
according  to  law  and  is  diligent  in  collecting  the  taxes  as  well  as  in  paying^ 
the  debts  of  the  municipality. 

I  may  add  that  I  would  like  to  see  in  your  office  a  book  which  might 
be  called  "  The  school-inspector's  register "  in  which  I  might  enter  1117 
remarks  on  your  schools,  school  houses,  school  furniture,  account  books, 
etc.  I  will  moreover  communicate  thesa  remarks  to  the  school  commis- 
sioners when  they  do  me  the  honor  of  accompanying  me  in  my  visits. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc. 

I  think  this  circular  will  have  a  good  effect. 
The  whole  resi)ectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

C.  BRAULT, 

School  inspector^ 
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MR.  CARRIER. 

(Translation.) 

Levis,  20th  August,  1883. 


I      Sib, 


I  have  the  honor  to  suhmit  my  report  on  the  present  state  of  public 
instruction  in  the  counties  of  L6vi8  and  Dorchester  for  the  school  year 
1882-83. 

« 

I  notice  with  pleasure  a  continued  improvement  in  the  maintenance  of 
order  in  the  schools  of  my  division  and  in  the  proper  manner  of  teaching. 

Although  some  schools  still  leave  something  to  be  desired  as  regards 
progress,  I  must  however  say  that  the  evil  decreases  every  year. 

The  superior  schools  continue  progressing.  The  teachers  who  direct 
them  rival  each  other  in  their  zeal  for  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
All  undoubtedly  deserve  praise  for  the  zeal  they  have  shown  in  the  course 
of  the  year. 

All  the  municipalities  should  have  a  model  school  which  would  do  an 
immense  good,  as  they  would  excite  the  emulation  of  the  other  schools 
and  each  district  would  benefit  by  it,  for  in  the  municipalities  where  there 
is  a  model  school  the  teachers  generally  do  better  than  in  the  districts 
where  there  are  none. 

Quite  recently  I  heard  a  teacher  say : 

"  I  am  teaching  drawing  and  I  am  convinced  that  my  pupils  do  as  well 
as  those  of  the  model  school."  And  she  showed  me  the  drawing  books 
which  astonished  me.  I  also  looked  at  the  copy-books  and  was  surprised 
at  the  progress  that  had  been  made. 

I  notice  that  wherever  drawing  is  taught  the  writing  improves,  for 
drawing  forms  the  pupil's  hand.  I  therefore  at  every  visit  I  make  insist 
upon  drawing  being  taught.  It  is  asserted  that  one  cannot  teach  what 
one  does  not  know,  but  Mad.  Tastu  says  that  a  good  teacher  teaches  all  he 
knows  and  all  he  does  not  know.    This  is  quite  true ;  I  know  an  old 
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teacher  who  has  distinguished  himself  in  his  career  and  who  told  me  that 
during  the  long  years  which  he  passed  in  teaching  he  was  obliged  to  teach 
many  things  of  which  he  was  quite  ignorant,  but  he  used  to  prepare  him- 
self beforehand. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  there  is  very  great  progress  in  reading  and 
this  may,  without  doubt,  be  attributed  to  the  excellent  lessons  given  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Lagaoe  to  the  pupils  of  the  National  School. 

It  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  notice  that  Mr.  Langlais'  new  graded  series 
of  copy-books  is  to  be  found  in  several  schools  and  gives  the  best  results. 

Mental  arithmetic  is  now  taught  in  all  the  schools  of  my  division 
and  it  is  of  great  use  as  it  facilitates  the  study  of  arithmetic  and  enables 
the  pupil  to  master  even  the  most  difficult  problems. 

I  always  endeavor  to  spread  the  teaching  of  agriculture  in  the  schools 
by  means  of  Mr.  Larue's  little  manual  but  notwithstanding  all  my  efforts 
there  are  always  some  schools  in  which  it  is  not  taught.  And  yet  it  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  that  agriculture  be  properly  taught  to  our  farming 
population  if  we  wish  to  prevent  emigration. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  there  is  also  a  great  improvement  in  the 
school  furniture.  We  find  benches  with  backs  and  inclined  forms  in  nearly 
all  the  schools.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  school  houses,  several  of 
which  have  been  considerably  repaired  this  year ;  still  much  remains  to  be 
done  before  every  school  is  comfortably  housed. 

I  think  these  few  remarks  will  suffice  as  my  bulletins  give  you  all 
the  details  you  require. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

EDOUARD  CARRIER, 

School  inspector. 
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MR.  DELAGE. 
{Translation.) 

St.  Cesaire,  5th  September,  1883. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  fofward  the  report  of  my  inspection  in  the  counties 
of  St.  Hyacinthe  and  Bagot  during  the  year  1882-83. 

The  grand  table  which  accompanies  this  report  shows  that  there  are  in 
my  inspection  division : 

35  municipalities, 
185  districts, 

179  schools  under  the  control  of  commissioners, 
7  schools  under  the  control  of  trustees, 
2  independent  schools, 


Total   188  schools  of  all  kinds,  attended  by  8,503  pupils. 

With  few  exceptions  I  was  able  to  visit  these  schools  twice  during  the 
year.  But  in  order  to  be  able  to  do  so,  I  was  obliged  to  go  out  in  all  kinds 
of  weather  and  over  all  kinds  of  roads,  being  blanxed  therefor  by  the  cur6s 
and  commissioners  when  I  arrived.  I  have  often  been  asked  if  I  was 
obliged  to  make  my  inspections  in  very  bad  weather  and  when  the  roads 
were  dangerous.  On  two  occasions  last  winter  I  would  have  assuredly 
perished  on  the  road  if  assistance  had  not  arrived. 

It  appears  by  the  attendance  books  that  there  were  496  more  pupils 
this  year  than  last. 

I  also  notice  with  pleasure  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils 
learning  the  various  branches  of  the  school  curriculum. 
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In  the  number  of  pupils  learning  geography  an  increase  of. 351 

grammar 312 

parsing 1098 

industrial  drawing 1028 

the  Manual  of  agriculture 381 

book-keeping 923 

This  is  an  evident  proof  of  progress  and  that  my  requests  have  been 
complied  with  in  reference  to  those  subjects  which  up  to  this  year  have  been 
neglected. 

I  have  not  visited  two  classical  colleges  and  seven  convents  ;  however 
I  hear  from  reliable  sources  that  these  nine  institutions  have  been  attended 
this  year  by  a  greater  number  of  pupils  than  formerly. 

The  commissioners  in  several  municipalities  have  had  the  school  houses 
repaired  in  accordance  with  orders  received  from  your  Department,  pro- 
bably based  on  the  remarks  in  the  bulletins  which  I  sent  you. 

In  a  near  future  I  hope  to  see  the  school  houses  more  commodious  and 
more  comfortable  for  the'teachers  and  pupils. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  remarks  of  my  colleague,  Mr.  Juneau, 
in  his  report  of  1882  on  the  irregular  attendance  at  school.  I  have  always 
noticed  that  this  defect  was  more  apparent  in  a  school  where  the  teacher 
was  careless,  taught  without  interest,  took  little  care  of  his  pupils  and  did 
not  know  how  to  make  himself  liked  by  them. 

I  regret  to  state  that  the  Journal  de  C  Instruction  publique  and  VEnseigne- 
ment  primaire  are  not  read  by  all  whose  task  it  is  to  form  the  intellect  and 
the  hearts  of  the  children  ;  this  is  all  the  more  deplorable  that  it  is  those 
who  are  the  most  in  need  of  them  who  refuse  to  subscribe.  In  a  good 
many  municipalities  I  have  insisted  upon  the  commissioners  obliging  the 
teachers  when  they  engage  them  to  receive  one  of  these  journals  and  make 
it  their  vade  mecum, 

I  stated  in  my  report  of  last  year  that  there  were  still  two  secretary- 
treasurers  who  kept  the  books  and  accoxints  of  the  commissioners  carelessly. 
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This  year  there  is  but  one  and  I  hope  he  will  give  more  satisfaction  in 
fature.    He  is  not  deficient  in  capacity  but  in  good  will. 

The  rates  are  still  collected  but  slowly  in  some  municipalities ;  in  one 
of  them  the  teachers  suffered  by  it.  As  I  was  informed  that  the  secretary- 
treasurer  was  to  blame,  I  spoke  to  him  about  it. 

« 

The  pupils  who  are  unprovided  with  books  and  other  school  neces- 
saries are  those  who  come  to  school  only  to  learn  their  catechism  and  make 
their  first  communion. 

I  think  there  is  a  desire  that  the  commissioners  and  teachers  be  noti- 
fied of  the  date  of  the  visits.  This  might  be  done,  but  as  the  inspector  has 
not  always  the  necessary  time  at  his  disposal  the  notice  would  frequently 
be  useless. 

As  my  bulletins  which  I  sent  during  January  contain  detailed  infor- 
mation as  to  each  municipality,  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  repeat  it 
in  this  report. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  B.  DELAQE, 

Sdiool  inspector. 
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MR.  FONTAINE. 
{Translation.) 

JoLlETTE,  1st  October  1883. 
Sir, 

In  forwarding  my  statistical  table  for  the  year  1882-83,  I  notice  iw^ith 
pleasure  that  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  various  institutions  of  my  dis- 
trict has  exceeded  by  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  that  of  last  year.  The 
average  attendance  has  also  been  greater,  a  sure  proof  of  progress. 

For  as  I  have  often  remarked,  regular  attendance  at  school  is  the  best 
guarantee  of  success  and  progress  for  the  pupils  in  general. 

The  statistical  table  for  this  year  gives  certain  unaccustomed  details 
such  as  "  Object  lessons,  Natural  history,  History  of  Canada,  diseases  and 
deaths  amongst  the  children,  etc.,  etc." 

My  statistics  as  to  disease  are  only  approximate,  for  but  few  of  the  teachers 
had  kept  a  record  of  the  children  who  were  sick,  as  they  had  not  boon  in 
the  habit  or  obliged  to  give  information  on  this  point.  It  is,  however, 
certain  that  a  great  number  of  the  pupils  are  more  or  less  sick  during  the 
year  ;  and  in  certain  localities  some  disease  nearly  always  makes  its  appear- 
ances. 

These  statistics  of  disease  will  have  the  effect,  I  hope,  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  school  authorities  and  of  the  rate-payers  to  the  causes- 
which  give  rise  to  it  and  to  the  practice  and  observation  of  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  hygiene  which  are  often  misunderstood  if  not  entirely  ignored. 

I  have  often  repeated  to  the  proper  persons  that  the  first  rule  of  health 
was  cleanliness.  But  it  is  a  very  delicate  subject  which  must  be  dealt 
with  very  carefully  if  we  do  not  wish  to  excite  the  ire  of  all.  In  this  con- 
nection I  have  done  all  that  my  knowledge  and  my  duty  inspired  me  to  do 
regardless  of  the  consequences  to  myself  which  my  remarks  might  occasion. 

The  teaching  of  drawing  and  agriculture  is  always  unpopular  and 
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the  nnmber  of  those  who  learn  these  two  branches  tends  rather  to  diminish 
than  to  increase. 

Book-keeping  is  taught  only  in  the  superior  schools  and  in  a  few  pri- 

« 

mary  schools.  In  fact  I  do  not  think  that  this  branch  which  is  so  difficult 
can  be  taught  with  any  benefit  to  children  under  twelve  years  of  age,  for 
the  difficulties  it  presents  are  so  great  that  a  child  from  ten  to  twelve 
years  old  cannot  master  them.  I  mean  book-keeping  properly  speaking, 
and  not  the  teaching  of  mental  arithmetic  and  a  few  practical  rules  which 
some  teachers  consider  book-keeping. 

Moreover,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  subjects  of  the  curriculum  are 
very  numerous  and  that  it  is  hardly  possible  for  a  child  of  from  eight  to 
ten  years  of  age  to  study  grammar,  arithmetic,  geography,  history,  agricul- 
ture, book-keeping  and  catechism,  which  takes  up  a  great  deal  of  his  time 
until  he  has  made  his  first  communion.  But  a  very  few  children  continue 
to  go  regularly  to  school  after  that  and  the  most  of  them  generally  leave 
when  they  are  twelve  to  go  to  college  or  to  a  convent ;  so  that  the  schools 
are  always  attended  by  quite  young  children  whose  time  is  fully  occupied 
in  learning  reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and  catechism. 

An  act  passed  during  the  last  session  of  the  provincial  parliament 
authorizes  the  Lieutenant-Gh)vernor  to  select  a  day  as  arbor  day.  This  is  a 
holiday  for  all  the  schools  whose  pupils  are  to  devQte  themselves  to  arbo- 
riculture and  tree-planting.  Arbor  day  was  only  observed  by  two  muni- 
cipalities,  I  think,  last  May.  But  I  am  convinced  that  next  year  it  will  be 
generally  observed  and  that  many  trees  will  be  planted  on  it.  When  the 
child  reaches  man's  estate  he  will  continue  to  keep  Arbor  Day  and  will 
perform  an  action  which  will  be  both  praiseworthy  and  profitable. 

Every  year  I  notice  an  improvement  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
secretary-treasurers  keep  their  accounts,  and  there  is  little  fault  to  find  in 
this  respect.  Nevertheless  the  arrears  of  rates  are  too  high  in  some  muni- 
cipalities and  the  result  is  that  the  secretaries  have  too  much  work  to  da 
and  sometimes  that  there  is  a  delay  in  the  payment  of  salaries. 

Still  no  serious  complaint  on  that  score  was  made  to  me  last  year. 
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Since  my  last  report  three  new  districts  have  been  formed ;  they  are  one 
at  St.  G-abriel  de  Brandon,  one  at  St.  Beatrice  and  one  in  the  township  of 
Provost.  The  commissioners  of  St.  Beatrice  and  of  St.  G-abriel  de  Brandon 
have  built  good  school  honses  in  their  respective  municipalities. 

In  the  township  of  Provost  the  commissioners  have  rented  a  house 
until  they  have  means  to  build  one. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


A.  FONTAINE, 

School  inspector. 


ME.  FOTHERGILL. 

Quebec,  17th  July,  1883. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  of  the  schools  under  my 
inspection  during  the  past  scholastic  year. 

I  regret  to  notice  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  pupils  as  compared  with 
1881-2,  the  grand  statistical  tables  giving  1,534  scholars  against  1896  in 
my  last  report.  This*  deficiency  is  to  be  accounted  for  in  great  measure  by 
the  large  emigration  to  Manitoba  which  has  recently  taken  place. 

The  Bulletin  Book  of  Inspection  visits,  together  with  the  G-rand  Statis- 
tical Tables,  which  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  forward,  give  such  full 
and  accurate  information  of  the  various  educational  establishments  that 
there  is  little  need  for  any  lengthened  report.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain 
from  stating  that  I  have  noticed  marked  improvement  in  the  schools 
generally. 

In  Quebec  city — The  Boys*  and  Girls'  High  Schools  have  done  much 
good  work,  and  the  pupils  of  both  institutions  passed  creditable  examina- 
tions at  the  close  of  the  term.  The  latter  school  is  well  graded  and  has  a 
sufficient  class  of  teachers.    It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Directors  of 
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the  fonner  school  are  not  in  a  position  to  add  to  their  staff  of  teachers.  At 
present  the  two  institutions  stand  as  follows: — Boys'  High  School,  102 
pupils,  with  one  female  and  three  male  teachers ;  G-irls'  High  School,  one 
male  and  six  female  teachers. 

The  Artillery  street,  St.  Andrew's  and  St.  Margaret  street  Commis- 
sioners' schools  for  boys  have  worked  steadily  during  the  year.  The  for- 
mer school  will  re-open  under  a  new  head  master  in  September,  as  Mr^ 
Emslie,  one  of  the  most  painstaking  and  successful  commercial  teachers  in 
the  city,  has  retired,  having  well  earned  a  rest  after  so  many  years  of  labor- 
ious and  faithful  service.  The  St.  Andrew's  school  has  been  removed  into 
the  National  School  buildings.  Esplanade  Hill. 

The  Girls'  School  in  St.  Margaret  street,  St.  Koch's,  has  been  well 
attended  and  worked  successfully,  while  the  numbers  in  the  D'Aiguillon 
street  school  (St.  Matthew's)  have  fallen  off,  the  older  girls  having  been 
attracted  to  the  Q-irls'  High  School,  while  many  families  have  removed 
from  the  city  who  formerly  sent  their  children  to  the  school.  The  Cham- 
plain  street  school  has  also  suffered  by  decrease  of  numbers,  and  I  am  sorry 
to  notice  great  irregularity  in  attendance,  so  much  so  that  if  continued 
during  the  coming  year,  the  Commissioners  will  hardly  be  justified  in 
making  the  customary  grant  to  that  district. 

Of  the  Independent  Schools  I  can  only  say  that  they  are  fairly  attended 
and  certainly  doing  a  very  good  work.  Although  having  no  right  of 
inspection  in  any  way,  yet  many  of  the  principals  have  kindly  furnished  me 
with  the  exact  numbers  of  their  pupils  in  attendance  and  several  with  very 
full  particulars.  The  Kindergarten,  taught  by  Miss  Vial,  has  been  several 
years  in  operation,  and  from  the  position  it  occupies  it  is  evident  that  Miss 
Vial  fills  an  important  post  in  the  educational  work  of  the  city. 

The  Misses  Machin,  as  usual,  stand  at  the  head  of  superior  schools  for 
young  ladies.  Mrs.  Wilkins,  Mrs.  Cook,  the  Misses  Chadderton,  the  Misses 
Lane  and  Mr.  Thom's  commercial  academy  are  among  the  principal  inde- 
pendent schools  of  the  city,  and  are  well  managed. 

In  the  Country. — Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Bergerville,  has  been  assiduous  in  his 
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duties.    The  salary  paid  him  ($240)  is  not  at  ^1  commensurate  with  the 
amount  of  work  which  he  renders  to  the  municii>ality. 

The  Eev.  A.  A.  Von  Iffland,  M.A.,  ably  conducts  a  private  class  for 
young  gentlemen  at  the  Rectory  House. 

The  St.  Foy's  Protestant  Dissentient  School,  under  Mr.  Frederick 
Mimee,  is  not  in  a  satisfactory  condition ;  the  attendance  irregular  and  the 
school-house  in  bad  condition. 

The  Uadlow  School,  under  Mr.  Craig,  and  that  at  St.  Bomuald,  under 
Miss  Mo£fatt,  are  being  well  attended,  and  I  noticed  much  improvement. 

The  Misses  Addie  conduct  a  very  excellent  independent  school  at  Levis. 
They  have  28  pupils,  ^7  in  superior  course  and  16  in  elementary.  As  stated 
in  my  last  report,  the  Misses  Addie  formerly  taught  the  model  school  at 
Marbleton ;  both  young  ladies  hold  model  school  diplomas. 

The  Protestant  Dissentient  School  at  St.  Sauveur  de  Quebec  has  been 
under  the  charge  of  Miss  McKechnie,  who  formerly  taught  at  Valcartier. 
Miss  McKechnie  has  been  very  successful  and  shows  marked  ability  in  her 
mode  of  conducting  the  school. 

I  regret  again  to  state  that  the  school  at  St.  Roch's  North  is  still  closed* 
and  apparently  no  effort  being  made  to  engage  a  teacher. 

The  three  Protestant  Dissentient  Schools  at  St.  Raymond  have  been  in 
fall  operation  during  the  year,  having  118  children  on  the  roll,  the  average 
attendance  is  however  low,  being  only  66.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
especially  as  there  are  such  excellent  teachers,  two  (the  Misses  Proctor), 
holding  well  earned  first  class  model  school  diplomas,  and  the  third,  Miss 
Q-ray,  a  first  class  elementary.  The  salaries  in  the  municipality  are  small, 
being  only  $880  between  the  three  teachers,  and  a  greater  part  of  that 
amount  is  famished  by  a  charitable  society  in  Quebec  city.  The  school 
houses  are  all  in  very  bad  condition.  The  Rev.  H.  C.  Stuart,  M.A.,  con- 
ducts a  boarding  school  for  young  gentlemen  at  the  parsonage  house  of 
Bourg  Louis. 

Portneuf  has  but  two  Protestant  Dissentient  Schools  in  operation. 
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numbeTB  1  and  3,  with  56  children  on  the  roll,  and  an  average  attendance 
of  43.  No.  1  from  being  about  the  poorest  school  in  my  district  of  inspec- 
tion is  now  fast  coming  into  the  front  rank.  The  ability  of  the  present 
teacher  (Miss  Reynolds)  has  been  referred  to  by  me  in  former  reports.  Miss 
Courtney  has  still  charge  of  No.  3.  The  school-house  is  low  and  ill  adapted 
for  school  purposes.    There  ought  to  be  a  model  school  in  this  district. 

In  the  three  municipalities  of  St.  Grabriel  de  Yalcartier  a  good  many 
changes  have  taken  place  in  the  teachers  during  the  past  year.  Miss  Staten 
has  charge  of  the  Mill  Hill  in  place  of  Miss  Cryan ;  Miss  Neilly,  of  No.  2 
St.  Grabriel  East,  and  Miss  Penny,  of  No.  1  St.  Q-abriel  "West,  are  the  only 
representatives  of  the  former  teachers  in  those  municipalities.  Miss  Con- 
nolly has  now  charge  of  No.  1  St  Q-abriel  East  in  succession  to  Miss 
^cKechnie,  and  Mrs.  Martin  has  succeeded  Miss  Clark  in  No.  3  District. 

In  St.  Gabriel  West  No.  4  has  been  vacant,  notwithstanding  the  oft 
repeated  efforts  of  the  Commissioners  to  secure  a  teacher.  No.  2  has 
recently  been  opened  in  a  private  house,  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Byson, 
an  able  teacher,  but  I  fear  she  will  only  have  a  weak  school.  No.  3  has 
been  efficiently  taught  by  Miss  Todd. 

The  Stoneham  school  has  been  re-opened  under  its  former  master,  Mr. 
Thomas  Duncan.  It  is  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  both  as  regards  num- 
bers and  condition  of  school-house. 

At  St.  Dunstan,  Miss  Janet  Simons  has  taught  with  very  great  ability 
and  success.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  she  has  withdrawn  from  the  care  of 
the  school. 

Tewkesbury  Protestant  Dissentient  School  is  vacant. 

At  Beauport,  the  Protestant  Dissentient  School  is  by  no  means  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  The  teacher  has  much  ability  and  taught  for  one 
year  at  the  St.  Andrew's  school  in  Quebec  city  with  success,  but  at  Mont- 
morenci  she  suffers  from  the  true  saying, :  "  A  prophet  is  not  without  honor 
except  in  one's  own  country." 

Before  closing  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  school  houses  in 
the  country.    It  is  with  very  rare  exceptions  that  I  find  well  appointed 
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buildings.  I  can  only  recall  three,  viz. :  St.  Sauvear  de  Quebec,  BergerviUe, 
and  St.  Roch's  North  (vacant),  while  most  are  in  a  bad  condition.  No.  2  g. 
St.  Raymond  ( 3),  No.  2  St.  Gabriel  West,  St.  Foy,  Beauport,  Stoneham  and 
others,  with  scarcely  any  proper  apparatus,  a  total  want  of  globes,  great 
scarcity  of  maps,  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  old  rickety  desks  and  benches. 
The  school-room  ought  to  be  the  best  built  and  most  cheerftd  room  in  the 
district,  whereas  it  generally  is  the  worst ;  low  ceiling,  no  ventilation — 
truly  a  cheerless  looking  hole.  In  the  city  there  is  also  need  of  improve- 
ment, especially  in  the  Q-irls'  School  of  St.  Itoch*s.  The  Protestant  Com- 
missioners have  gained  much  in  securing  the  roomy  buildings,  known  as 
the  National  School,  for  the  boys  formerly  attending  the  St.  Andrew's 
School.  A  good  building,  somewhat  similar  to  the  Gtirls'  High  School,  is 
much  needed  for  boys  in  the  suburbs,  but  the  state  of  the  funds  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Commissioners  will  not  stand  the  strain  of  building  for  some 
time  to  come. 

■ 

I  have  to  regret  the  closing  of  the  National  School,  which  has  been 
ably  maintained  by  the  Church  of  England,  assisted  by  the  Government 
grant  for  many  years.  Free  education  has  been  afforded  to  a  large  number 
of  children.  It  was  a  special  rule  of  the  school  to  combine  secular  instruc- 
tion with  sound  religious  knowledge,  to  my  mind  the  only  true  mode  of 
instruction.  The  withdrawal  of  the  aid  from  Government  has  necessitated 
closing  the  school  and  renting  the  buildings  to  the  Protestant  School 
Commissioners. 

From  the  Schedule  of  Instruction  I  look  forward  to  much  uniform  and 
regular  work  during  the  next  year,  and  I  trust  soon  to  be  able  to  report 
uniformity  in  Text  Books.  I  regret  that  the  authorized  list  does  not  include 
"  Lennie's  Grammar,"  it  is  a  favorite  book  and  well  adapted  for  our  schools. 
Agriculture,  as  a  subject  of  instruction,  is  unknown  in  all  my  schools. 
Drawing  and  music  are  but  little  taught.  Mr.  Pilkington,  C.E.,  conducted 
with  his  well  known  ability,  a  drawing  class  during  the  winter  months  in 
Morrin  College.  It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  he  will  kindly  renew  his 
efforts  in  the  cause  of  art  during  the  coming  winter.  Drawing  is  not  a 
subject  for  Examination  for  Elementary  Diplomas,  even  for  Model  Schools 
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it  is  only  optional,  and  while  this  is  so  it  is  hardly  to  be  exi)ected  that  it 
iTvill  be  tanght  in  the  schools. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  devoted  servant, 

M.  M.  FOTHERaiLL, 

School  Inspector. 


\ 
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MR.  GAY. 
(Translation) 


Hull,  1st  August  1883. 


Str, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  Catholic 
Schools  in  the  district  of  Ottawa  for  the  year  1882-83. 

I  commence  with  a  statistical  synopsis  showing  the  results  of  the  year 
as  compared  with  the  previous  one  and  of  18t4-*75. 


Schools  in  operation 

Pupils 

Ayerage  daily  attendance , 
Pupils  reading  fluently. . . 

«      writing 

*'     in  arithmetic 


<<     in  geography. 


f< 


in  giammar 

<<     in  parsing 

«     in  drawing , 

in  history 

in  book-keeping  . , 

"     in  agricnltore 

Number  of  male  teachers, 
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Ayerage  salaiy 

Number  of  female  teachers 


Ayerage  salary 

Teachers  not  holding  diplomas. . . .  < 
Changes  in  the  staff  of  lay  teachers. 


96 
3844 
3069 
2660 
2010 
1535 
631 
1100 


695 
42 


26 
245 

69 
138 


1881-2 


125 
6102 
4114 
3169 
3550 
3711 
1352 
1750 

865 

825 
1513 

157 

221  . 
19  ! 

222  \ 

i 

123 

130  ' 

13  I 
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1882-3 


130 

6381 

4573 

3938 

3605 

3613 

1225 

1772 

920 

666 

1471 

132 

132 

25 

221 

124 

137 

14 

52' 
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The  average  attendance  which,  last  year,  was  67  p.  c.  was  this  year 
71  p.  c,  notwithstanding  the  bad  weather  and  bad  roads  during  a  winter 
of  unusual  severity.  It  is  true  that  there  were  but  a  very  few  schools 
closed  owing  to  illness. 

I  found  about  25  schools  insufficiently  provided  with  books  and  school 
necessaries.  In  most  cases  this  was  the  fault  of  the  teacher  who  did  not 
take  the  trouble  to  tell  the  pupils  what  they  required. 

There  are  but  few  school  houses  which  are  too  small,  but  about  20 
p.  c.  are  too  low.  I  consider  that  a  height  of  9  feet  at  least  and  10  feet  at 
the  most  is  required  for  country  schools  which  have  never  more  than  50 
pupils.  Still  for  motives  of  economy  I  allow  a  height  of  eight  feet  for  some 
schools  where  there  are  but  few  children,  but  only  on  condition  that  they 
wHl  be  replaced  latter  on  by  higher  houses. 

Notwithstanding  the  facility  with  which  certain  boards  of  examiners 
grant  diplomas,  the  number  of  teachers  available  is  insufficient,  which  does 
not  mean  that  the  examiners  are  too  severe,  but,  as  the  teachers  are  not? 
sufficiently  paid  for  their  work,  they  give  up  teaching  after  one  or  two 
years'  trial,  to  devote  themselves  to  other  pursuits  or  leave  the  province. 
Teachers  who  know  both  languages  are  very  scarce  and  the  most  sought 
After.    Their  salaries  vary  from  $150  to  $200. 

Since  some  years  we  have  had  very  few  and  I  think  that  at  present  we 
liave  no  suits  between  the  commissioners  and  school  teachers.  This  is  due 
to  the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  effi>rts  of  the  department,  the  accounts  are 
better  kept,  the  agreements  better  understood  and  better  carried  out  and 
also,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  people  are  beginning  to  become  reconciled  with 
the  schools.  We  still  find  some  instances  of  insubordination  which  recall 
the  time  when  a  great  portion  of  the  population  would  not  hear  of  schools, 
but  these  cases  are  very  rare  and  only  appear  as  a  contrast  to  the  general 
disposition. 

Rate-payers  are  more  careful  now  in  their  selection  of  commisioners, 
pay  their  taxes  more  willingly,  take  an  interest  in  their  schools  and  ask  to 
accompany  the  inspector  and  commissioners  when  they  visit  them,  etc. 
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But  all  these  good  dispositions  on  the  part  of  the  people  do  not  suffice  to 
improve  our  schools  which  suffer  from  the  too  frequent  change  of  teachers 
and  their  want  of  pedagogical  knowledge.  If  we  could  find  a  remedy  for 
these  two  evils,  we  would  be  as  successful  as  we  can  hope  to  be  for  the 
present. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

.      AUG.  aAY, 

School  inspector. 


MR.  GRONDIN. 
(Translation) 

Laprairie,  31st  August  1883. 
Sir, 

In  submitting  the  present  report,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that 
as  a  rule  the  schools  under  my  supervision  have,  during  the  year  which  has 
just  elapsed  made,  if  not  remarkable,  at  least  satisfactory  progress,  which 
proves  that  the  i>opulation  of  this  district  understands  and  appreciates  the 
benefits  of  education. 

The  commissioners  and  trustees  are  very  willing  and  most  of  them 
regularly  visit  the  schools  under  their  control,  and  endeavor  to  the  best  of 
their  ability  to  encourage  them.  But  on  the  other  hand  I  must  admit  that 
we  unfortunately  find  some  in  certain  municipalities  who,  from  ignorance 
of  the  importance  of  their  duties,  perform  them  only  in  a  negligent  and 
apathetic  manner  or  who,  in  common  with  a  large  number  of  rate-payers, 
cannot  understand  what  use  it  is  for  pupils  to  learn  certain  branches  such 
as  drawing,  book-keeping,  theoretical  agriculture,  etc.  There  are  even 
some  who  would  like  to  have  the  teaching  of  geography,  history  and  men- 
tal arithmetic  suppressed,  as  being  only  means  of  delaying  the  progress  of 
the  pupils. 

I  admit  that  the  curriculum  is  very  extensive,  perhaps  a  little  too  much 
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so,  but  it  constitutes  a  whole,  wliicli  cannot  be  disturbed  without  inconve- 
nience  ;  the  suppression  of  one  branch  would  be  injurious  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem. What  the  local  authorities  should  do  would  be  to  secure  the  services 
of  teachers  who  really  know  how  to  teach  and  instruct  in  all  the  required 
subjects,  according  to  the  intelligence  of  the  pupils. 

In  order  to  attain  so  desirable  an  end,  we  would  have  to  increase  the 
salaries,  a  very  difficult  thing  to  do  at  the  present  time.  Still  we  cannot 
expect  to  secure  the  services  of  competent  persons  without  giving  them  a 
suitable  remuneration. 

Before  going  any  farther  into  this  subject,  I  must  say  that  the  salaries 
increase  a  little  every  year,  but  this  increase  is  so  small  that  it  is  not  even 
in  proportion  to  that  which  occurs  in  other  pursuits. 

The  teachers  should  petition  the  legislature  not  to  repeal,  by  a  measure 
of  doubtful  economy,  the  act  43  Vict.,  chap.  22,  establishing  a  superannua- 
tion fund  in  their  favor. 

« 

A  comparison  of  the  grand  statistical  table  which  I  sent  you  some  time 
ago  with  that  for  last  year,  will  show  a  slight  decrease  in  the  total  number 
of  pupils ;  but  this  decrease  is  only  apparent.  It  is  owing  to  the  fact  that 
a  school  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  municipality  of  St.  Stanislas  de 
Kostka  has  been  detached  from  it  to  form  part  of  the  new  parish  of  Ste. 
Barbe,  which  was  not  then  in  my  division.  It  is  now  in  it,  but  I  was 
informed  of  it  too  late  to  be  able  to  visit  the  school  and  mention  it  in  the 
statistical  table  ;  otherwise  there  would  have  been  an  increase  in  the  total 
number  of  pupils,  in  the  attendance,  and  in  the  number  of  those  learning 
almost  all  the  branches. 

With  respect  to  the  French  schools  in  the  municipalities  of  Ste.  Barbe 
and  St.  Anicet,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  which,  by  your  letter  of  June 
last,  you'  told  me  were  to  bQ  included  in  my  division  until  further  orders, 
in  exchange  for  the  three  Protestant  schools  in  the  municipality  of  St.  Louis 
de  Gronzague,  I  must  say  that  this  arrangement  is  not  in  my  favor,  for  it 
considerably  increases  my  work  and  expenses.  I  am  not  afraid  of  work, 
but  my  health  is  already  affected  by  the  journeys  I  have  had  to  make  at  all 
seasons  ;  however  I  bow  to  the  will  of  my  superiors. 
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In  inspecting  the  schools  of  my  division,  I  carefully  followed  your 
instructions  in  distributing  the  books  sent  by  the  department  as  prizes.  I 
especially  rewarded  regular  attendance  in  order  to  remedy  as  much  as  pos- 
sible an  evil  for  which  no  cure  has  yet  been  found. 

The  accounts  are  kept  everywhere  by  secretary-treasurers  who  are 
honest,  and  as  a  rule  careful,  but  there  always  remain,  every  year,  in  several 
municipalities,  arrears  of  rates  and  monthly  contributions,  which  in  some 
cases,  are  of  considerable  amount.  Nevertheless  no  teacher  complained  this 
year  of  being  badly  paid. 

As  the  bulletins  I  sent  during  the  course  of  the  year  show  the  special 
condition  of  each  of  the  schools  under  my  control,  I  will  not  deal  with  each 
municipality  and  institution  in  particular. 

The  consolidation  of  the  school  law  with  its  amendments  scattered 
throughout  different  statutes  would,  no  doubt  be  desirable,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  many  other  amendments  are  desirable.  The  most  imi)ortant  in 
my  opinion  would  be  to  give  the  Superintendent  and  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  law  courts,  the  power  of  deciding  with- 
out appeal,  and  finally  on  all  questions  of  education  and  all  contestations  as 
to  the  interpretation  of  the  school  law  ;  this  would  prevent  law  suits  which 
are  frequently  ruinous  and  are  always  a  source  of  division  and  dissension. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc.. 


L.  aRONDIN, 

School  Inspector. 
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ME.  HUBBARD 

Shebbbooke,  May  15,  1883. 
I      Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  and  statistical  table,  for 
the  current  scholastic  year. 

The  footings  of  the  table  will  show  but  little  variation,  perhaps  a  slight 
decrease,  from  those  of  last  year.  The  unusual  severity  of  the  winter  doubt- 
less affected  the  attendance  for  that  term,  particularly  in  the  thinly  settled 
districts.  You  will  notice  that  I  have  undertaken  to  fill  out  the  new  table, 
though  in  a  few  particulars,  I  have  been  able  to  do  so  with  only  approxi- 
mate certainty ;  this  is  true,  particularly  in  regard  to  such  points  as  the 
'*  Average  "  and  "  Amount  of  Salaries,"  with  reference  to  which  entire  accu- 
racy can  hardly  be  secured  when  teachers  are  frequently  changed.  The 
question  "Mixed  Schools,"  is,  also,  one  of  some  uncertainty.  You  will 
notice  that  I  have  reported  fewer  under  that  head  than  in  my  last  table ;  the 
[  cause  is  mainly  in  the  difference  in  the  manner  of  reporting.  In  my  last 
table,  I  included  all  schools  as  "mixed,"  which  were  attended  by  any 
number  whatever  of  Catholic  children  ;  in  the  table  now  sent,  I  have  not 
included  as  mixed,  those  schools  which  have  occasionally  one  or  two  Catho- 
lic pupils,  I  may  add  with  reference  to  this  point,  that  only  a  few  of  those 
schools  reported  as  mixed,  have  any  considerable  proportion  of  Catholic 
pupils. 

The  following  is  a  brief  recapitulation  of  the  "Grand  Totals''  as  given 
in  my  table  : 

Whole  number  of 

Elementary  Schools 286 

Pupils 6,614 

Model  Schools 8 

Pupils 836 

Academies 8 

Pupils 163 
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Colleges ; 2 

Students 158 

Schools  under  control  of  commissioners 2t8 

Of  trustees  (dissentient) 13 

Independent 13 

Whole  number  of  schools  reported  for  this  year....  304 

Attendance 7.831 

4,012  boys  and  3819  girls.  Of  the  291  schools  reported  '*  under  control"  of 
commissioners  and  trustees,  6  are  graded  schooh,  haying  from  2  to  5  depart- 
ments ;  3  of  these  having  the  senior  departments  classed  as  academies,  and 
1,  as  a  model  school.  Two  others,  (not  graded),  are  academies,  and  6,  model 
schools.  Of  the  13  rejwrted  as  "  independent,"  5  are  academies  and  colleges 
receiving  government  aid ;  the  others  are  wholly  independent  or  private. 
Nine  districts  had  no  school  during  the  year,  and  about  60  had  school  for 
only  part  of  the  year  ;  the  cause  generally  being  want  of  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  children  who  could  attend  school. 

I  visited  all  the  schools  which  were  in  operation  at  the  time  of  my 
tours,  (generally  going  to  those  not  in  operation)  once  during  the  year,  and 
all  twice,  except  4  in  summer,  and  12  in  winter,  several  of  these  would  hare 
been  visited  but  for  their  closing  very  early ;  and  I  was  prevented  from 
reaching  others  by  the  very  unfavorable  state  of  the  roads,  when  I  was  in 
their  vicinity.    I  made  in  all  490  visits,  requiring  about  2700  miles'  travel. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  your  circular  of  the  17th  Nov. 
last,  I  held,  during  the  winter,  four  county  teachers'  meetings,  in  all  of 
which  I  hs^d  the  very  valuable  assistance  of  Rev.  Secretary  Rexford.  Al- 
though, unfortunately,  occurring  in  every  instance  in  exceedingly  unfavor- 
able weather,  these  meetings  were  attended  with  very  gratifying  results, 
beyond  my  expectations,  and  I  trust,  will  prove  of  valuable  service  in  awak- 
ing and  deepening  intelligent  interest  among  the  teachers  in  their  work. 
I  have  also  attended  with  Mr.  Secretary  Rexford,  several  conferences  of 
school  commissioners,  which  I  am  confident,  will  be  productive  of  good 
results.  I  have  much  hope  that  the  improvements  proposed,  though  meet- 
ing at  first  with  some  opposition,  will,  in  most  cases,  prevail,  and  I  shall 
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do  all  in  my  power  to  encourage  and  assist  in  carrying  out  the  suggestions 
contained  in  your  circular  of  the  3rd  of  April  last.  In  addition  to  the  meet- 
ings above  mentioned,  I  have  had,  during  the  year,  several  special  meetings 
with  school  commissioners,  and  others,  for  the  purpose  of  advice,  or  assist- 
ance  in  the  settlement  of  difficulties.  I  may  add  that  as  nearly  all  these 
meetings  having  taken  place  during  school  terms,  they  have  necessarily 
proved  some  interruption  to  the  regular  work  of  inspection,  rendering  it 
more  difficult  to  reach  all  the  schools  while  in  session. 

I  referred  in  my  last  report,  to  several  casualties  to  school  buildings. 
St.  Francis  college  has  been  rebuilt,  and  when  fully  completed,  as  intend- 
ed, will  be  a  fine  building.  Danville  academy  has  not  been  renewed,  the 
commissioners  having  provided  instead,  a  building  suitable  for  a  graded 
school,  which  is  in  successful  operation.  Durham  model  school  house  was 
completed,  and  several  elementary  school  houses  have  been  re-built  and 
others  thoroughly  repaired  ;  a  few  others  need  the  same  heroic  treatment ; 
though  the  school  houses  generally  are  "  good  "  or  "  middling."  One  or 
two  buildings  for  graded  schools  are  in  contemplation,  if  not  in  actual  pro. 
cess  of  construction.  In  some  cases,  there  is  still  want  of  proper  arrange- 
1  ments  for  the  -supply  of  firewood.  The  black-boards  in  too  many  cases,  are 
only  passable,  and  very  few  school  houses  have  wall  maps  or  globes. 

The  schools  are  generally  pretty  well  supplied  with  books,  though 
there  is  still,  in  several  localities,  want  of  uniformity ;  unauthorized  books 
being  still  used  in  too  many  cases.  As  regards  the  furnishing  of  books,  I 
feel  compelled  to  express  dissent  from  the  proposal  to  have  the  books  sup- 
plied to  the  schools  free  by  the  school  commissioners,  as  I  am  quite  confi- 
dent that  in  the  schools  under  my  supervision,  that  plan  would  not  gene- 
rally prove  satisfactory  or  successtul.  As  regards  teachers  and  finances,  I 
have  nothing  special  to  report ;  any  extended  remarks  would  be  essentially 
a  repetition  of  what  I  stated  in  my  last  report. 

\. 

By  your  circular  dated  the  17th  November  last,  we  are  instructed  to 

classify  the  municipalities  in  our  districts  under  the  heads :   1  excellent,  2 

good,  3  middling,  4  bad,  and  6  very  bad  ;  averaging  in  order  of  merit,  the 

classification  to  be  based  upon  the  following  points  : 


i 
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1.  The  manner  in  which  school  commissioners  and  secretary-treasnieTK 
discharge  their  duties  ; 

2.  The  condition  of  school  houses ; 

3.  School  apparatus ; 

4.  The  use  of  authorized  text  books  ; 

5.  The  efficiency  of  the  teachers ; 

6.  Salaries  of  teachers  and  method  of  payment. 

I  may  say  that  I  have  found  quite  difficult  to  make  this  classification, 
particularly  as  I  have  made  only  one  tour  of  visits  since  the  circular  was 
issued.  In  my  winter  visits,  however,  I  have  adopted  a  uniform  system  of 
marking  each  school  with  reference  to  the  several  points  required,  which  I 
have  endeavored  to  carry  out  impartially  in  all  the  municipalities.  I  hard- 
ly need  remark  that  this  classification  shows  nothing  in  regard  to  the  com- 
parative proficiency  or  advancement  of  the  schools  ;  and  it  should  be  bonie 
in  mind  that  municipalities  ranking  well  in  the  1st,  2nd  and  5th  points, 
may  re^adily,  by  marking  low  in  the  3rd,  4th  and  6th  points,  or  part  of  them, 
fall  below  others  to  which  in  some  respects,  they  are  superior.  I  have 
found  it  necessary  to  make  only  three  classes,  (1,  2,  and  3,)  and  I  have 
placed  all  the  village  municipalities  of  class  2  together,  without  refereuv 
to  their  rank,  as  compared  with  the  rural  municipalities.  Several  of  the 
latter  average  so  nearly  equal  that  their  arrangement  is  as  much  a  matter 
of  convenience  as  of  actual  difiference  of  rank. . 

Class  1. — Sherbrooke,  Coaticook,  Richmond,  Lennox ville,  Danville. 

Class  2. — ^Villages :  Stanstead  Plain,  Windsor  Mills,  Beebe  Plain,  Mel- 
bourne Village,  Dixvilla 

Rural :  Durham,  South-Durham,  Cleveland,  Shipton,  Bury,  Ascot, 
Newi>ort,  Eaton,  Magog,  Orford,  East  Clifton,  Stanstead,  Bamston,  HatleVt 
Compton,  Dudswell,  Melbourne,  Windsor,  Clifton,  Westbury,  St  Piene, 
Kingsey  Falls,  Kingsey,  Brompton. 

Class  3. — ^Barford,  Tingwick,  (diss.)  Harford,  (diss.)  Auklanl,  (only  one 
school  under  my  supervision.) 
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As  regards  number  of  schools  and  pupils,  Stanstead  stands  highest,  and 
Aukland  lowest ;  the  former  having  33  elementary  schools,  with  an  average 
of  21 J  pupils. 

I  regret  that  owing  to  the  very  large  number  of  schools  under  my 
inspection,  I  find  it  imx>ossible,  with  the  utmost  industry  and  effort,  to  do 
all  that  ought  to  be  done,  during  the  terms  of  school,  either  in  the  way  of 
visiting  or  general  work.  I  am  of  necessity  obliged  to  make  visits  unduly 
short,  or  to  omit  visiting  a  considerable  portion  of  the  schools ;  my  aim  has 
been,  to  have  as  few  omissions  as  possible.  As  a  desirable  item  of  general 
work,  I  have  been  considering  the  plan  of  competitive  examinations,  which, 
I  notice,  has  been  tried  with  good  results,  by  inspector  McQ-regor ;  but  with 
my  present  limits,  I  hardly  dare  undertake  any  more  general  work. 

I  have  but  few  suggestions  to  offer.  I  have  thought  that  the  regula* 
tions  respecting  teachers'  diplomas  should  be  so  modified  as  to  provide  that 
diplomas  granted  by  Protestant  or  Catholic  Boards  should  be  valid  only  for 
schools  of  a  corresponding  religious  faith.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  a  limit 
is  proposed  to  be  set  upon  siscond  class  diplomas.  I  regard  with  favor  the 
suggestions  of  a  small  prize  to  candidates  taking  the  highest  mark  ;  though 
it  might  be  more  useful  to  give  educational  books,  works  on  teaching,  etc., 
instead  of  cash  prizes. 

I  cannot  see  that  any  advantage  would  be  gained,  but  rather  the  con* 
trary,  in  the  substition  of  three  school  commissioners  in  place  of  five.  In 
the  larger  municipalities,  the  present  number  does  not  seem  at  all  excessive. 
For  the  village  municipalities  and  the  smaller  rural  sections,  three  would 
undoubtedly  answer  quite  as  well.  Could  there  not  be  a  separate  provision 
in  this  respect,  for  village  municipalities  ? 

As  I  have  given  the  details  of  the  several  municipalities  and  schools  in 
my  statistical  table  and  in  the  bulletins  of  inspection,  it  seems  unnecessary 
to  give  further  details  in  this  report.  I  beg  to  express  my  gratification 
with  the  increased  number  of  prize  books  furnished  me,  which  has  enabled 
me  to  give  better  satisfaction  in  the  award ;  but  teachers  still  frequently 
express  disappointment  that  I  am  not  able  to  award  prizes  at  each  visit, 
which  I  hardly  need  say,  is  impossible,  even  with  present  supply. 
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I  must  not  omit  a  reference  to  the  annual  convention  of  the  Provincial 
Protestant  Teachers'  Association,  held  here  at  the  beginning  of  the  year;  a 
meeting  attended  with  much  interest,  and,  I  trust,  with  lasting  benefits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

H.  HUBBAED, 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  JUNEAU 
(Translation) 


Quebec,  12th  September,  1883. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  annual  report  on  the  schools  in^my 
division. 

There  has  been  no  change  of  any  importance  during  the  year ;  the  rate 
of  progress  has  been  about  the  same,  but  I  must  say  that  there  is  a  percep- 
tible improvement  in  reading ;  the  words  are  more  distinctly  pronounced, 
and  it  is  easy  to  see,  from  the  varied  tones,  and  the  expression  of  the  feat- 
ures, that  the  pupils  understand  what  they  read.  However,  we  do  not 
find  this  everywhere ;  it  is  hardly  noticeable  except  in  the  contents  and  in 
the  schools  taught  by  teachers  trained  in  the  Normal  school.  This  impro- 
vement is  due  to  Kev.  Mr.  Lagac6. 

To  read  well  is  of  course  very  difficult,  btit  by  dint  of  practice  one  can 
read,  if  not  perfectly,  at  least  in  an  intelligible  manner.  In  order  to  get  the 
pupils  to  do  this  the  teachers  should  study  Mr.  Lagac^'s  book,  get  lessons 
from  some  one  who  has  thoroughly  mastered  his  system,  accustom  the 
pupils  to  pronounce  the  words  well  and  to  accentuate  them,  to  read  as  they 
speak  and  to  explain  what  they  have  read. 
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It  is  generally  under  teachers  in  religious  orders  that  we  find  pupils 

who  read  well  and  intelligently,  for  the  brothers  and  nuns  give  themselves 

a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  make  their  pupils  understand  how  important  it  is 

to  read  well,  and  also  how  to  make  the  lesson  in  reading  both  instructive 

i        and  interesting. 

As  soon  as  the  pupil  begins  to  spell  he  is  taught  how  to  divide  the 
syllables,  to  distinguish  the  vowels  and  consonants  in  each  word,  and  as 
soon  as  he  can  read  fluently  he  is  asked  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the 
words  ;  he  is  taught  to  distinguish  the  noun  from  the  adjective,  the  singu- 
lar from  the  plural ;  finally  he  is  taught  grammar,  parsing,  history  and 
geography  as  the  lesson  proceeds.  By  making  the  child  follow  this  system 
from  the  time  he  enters  the  school,  his  intellect  is  developed. 

Too  much  time  is  generally  given  to  reading  Latin.  One  hour  a  week 
is  sufficient  and  it  should* be  taught  only  when  the  pupil  can  read  French 
well.  Only  the  pupils  in  the  first  division  should  be  taught  to  read  manu- 
script, and  this  should  be  done  in  place  of  reading  print. 

J  In  some  schools,  at  the  request  of  the  parents,  the  pupils  are  taught  to 

read  English  but  like  machines  ;  I  use  this  expression  because  in  most  cases 
the  teachers  cannot  pronounce  the  words  properly,  the  pupils  do  not  learn 
and  their  time  is  wasted. 

Nearly  ail  the  pupils,  with  but  few  exceptions,  learn  writing  and 
arithmetic  as  soon  as  they  enter  the  school  and  this  is  a  great  improvement. 
Formerly  the  teachers  waited  until  the  pupils  knew  how  to  read  before 
teaching  them  writing  and  arithmetic,  so  that  they  often  left  school  before 
they  could  write  a  single  line. 

Drawing  does  not  take  well,  and  yet  in  the  schools  where  drawing  is 
taught,  the  pupils  write  much  better  than  where  it  is  not. 

f 

The  excellent  series  of  copy-books  published  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Langlais  is 
used  in  my  schools.  I  would  like  to  see  it  introduced  everywhere  for  I  am 
convinced  that  no  better  method  can  be  found. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  most  of  the  boys  leave  school  just  as  they  are 


60 


beginning  to  understand  what  they  are  doing.  In  the  country  the  parents 
often  require  their  services  for  farm  labor ;  in  the  towns,  in  order  to  make 
them  earn  a  little  money,  they  are  sent  to  the  factories  to  the  detriment  of 
their  health  and,  what  is  worse,  to  the  peril  of  their  innocence.  It  is  a 
great  misfortune,  but  what  can  we  do  ?  the  parents  alone  have  the  control 
of  their  children.  In  the  country  the  children  are  not  exposed  to  danger, 
but  they  soon  forget  what  they  learnt  at  school. 

Education  has  undoubtedly  made  great  progress  almost  everywhere 
since  a  few  years.  It  is  not  because  children  are  more  intelligent  than  they 
used  to  be,  but  it  is  owing  to  the  progress  made  in  education  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  Normal  schools.  The  teachers  are  all  very  willing  and  rival  in 
zeal. 

But  I  regret  to  say  that  while  .taking  the  greatest  of  pains  to  teach 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  etc.,  the  teachers,  almost  as  a  general  role, 
do  not  try  to  form  the  minds  and  guide  the  hearts  of  their  pupils.  They 
try  to  turn  out  little  savants,  paying  no  heed  to  the  qualities  of  the  heart ; 
the  result  is  that  we  have  little  pedants  with  a  slight  smattering  of  know- 
ledge and  that  is  all.  There  is  no  time,  say  they,  to  prepare  them  for  the 
dangers  they  will  meet  when  they  begin  life  in  earnest  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  youths  whom  I  have  seen  at  school,  I  have  afterwards  heard 
of  as  street-idlers,  grossly  misbehaving  and  making  their  parents  regret  the 
money  they  spent  for  their  education.  As  the  children  are  not  accustomed 
to  be  given  good  advice  they  think  that  when  they  leave  the  school  no  one 
has  the  right  to  correct  them ;  they  fall  into  bad  company  and  become  as 
bad  as  their  companions. 

Some  minutes  of  every  day  should  be  devoted  to  training  the  minds  of 
the  children  and  pointing  out  the  dangers  to  which  they  will  be  exposed, 
to  telling  them  how  to  select  their  friends  and  impressing  upon  them  that 
a  man  who  is  a  good  Christian  and  an  honest  citizen  is  always  esteemed 
and  honored.  They  should  be  taught  to  respect  themselves,  their  pkrents 
and  their  neighbors,  to  respect  the  ecclesiastical  and  civil  authorities.  They 
should  be  inspired  with  horror  of  vice  and  intemperance,  whose  dreadful 
consequences  should  be  pointed  out  and  be  shown  how  great  man  can  be 
when  he  follows  the  path  of  rectitude  and  performs  his  duty. 
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With  the  kind  permission  of  ffis  G-race  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec,  the 
citizens  had  on  the  30th  and  31st  of  August,  and  on  the  3rd  September  of 
this  year,  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the  monastery  of  the  Ursulines  ;  I  took 
advantage  of  this  permission  and  was  very  glad  to  have  done  so,  for  I  had 
quite  a  different  idea  of  everything  I  saw.  I  used  to  think  that  it  must  be 
dark  and  dreary  while  I  found  that  everywhere  throughout  the  vast  estab- 
lishment which  is  a  perfect  labyrinth  for  a  stranger,  peace  and  happiness 
reigned  supreme.  Everywhere  we  find  exquisite  cleanliness  with  great 
simplicity,  pure  and  fresh  air.  The  rooms  are  not  needlessly  crowded  with 
useless  furniture,  as  is  now  the  fashion  in  our  houses,  giving  additional 
work  and  predisposing  the  inmates  to  fever  and  other  diseases  especially 
since  the  introduction  of  blinds  to  keep  out  the  sun's  beneficial  rays.  On 
the  contrary  light  penetrates  everywhere  and  enlivens  everything. 

The  study  and  recreation  rooms  are  spacious  and  well  ventilated ;  the 
same  may  be  said  of  the  class-rooms,  dining-rooms  and  dormitories ;  so  that 
the  health  of  the  pupils  cannot  in  any  way  be  affected.  The  only  small 
rooms  are  the  nuns'  cells,  but  even  there  pure  and  fresh  air  circulates  freely 
and  constantly. 

The  convent  has  immense  gardens,  large  yards  and  play-grounds,  all 
of  which  are  greatly  beneficial  to  the  health  of  the  children. 

I  am  no  longer  surprised  to  find  that  young  girls  educated  at  the  Ursu- 
lines who  wish  to  enter  a  monastic  life  should  prefer  that  community  to 
all  others ;  they  know  that  they  will  find  in  the  midst  of  the  austerities 
they  will  have  to  practise,  constant  happiness  and  peace  which  nothing 
can  disturb. 

The  course  of  studies  is  well  known  and  our  neighbors  in  the  States, 
who  are  so  practical  in  every  thing  relating  to  education,  highly  appreciate 
it,  and  many  of  them  send  their  daughters  there  to  perfect  themselves  in 
I       the  higher  branches. 

Our  government  could  not  confide  the  department  of  girl  pupil-teachers 
of  the  Normal  school  to  more  able  i)ersons  than  the  Ursulines,  who  teach 
them  and  inculcate  in  them  so  well  the  virtues,  which  will  afterwards 
make  them  really  qualified  teachers. 
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All  those  who  had  the  advantage  of  visiting  the  convent  were  delit^ht- 
ed  with  the  conrteous  and  kindly  welcome  extended  to  them  by  the  nuns^ 
and  will  always  retain  a  pleasant  recollection  of  all  they  saw. 

My  grand  statistical  table  and  my  bxdletins  relieve  me  of  the  necessity 
of  giving  you  a  multitude  of  details,  which  it  would  be  unnecessary  to 
mention. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

R  E.  JUNEAU, 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  LAMARCHE. 
( Translation) 

St.  Johns,  25th  September  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1882-83. 

The  progress  made  during  the  year  is  very  satisfactory.  The  parents 
understand  that  education  is  indispensable  for  the  future  welfare  of  their 
children,  and  endeavor  to  procure  for  them  as  much  as  possible  an  educa- 
tion suited  to  their  condition  in  life.  They  second  the  daily  eflforts  of  the 
teacher  by  seeing  that  the  children  do  their  exercises  at  home  and  by  send- 
ing them  regularly  to  school.  The  average  attendance  this  year  amounted 
to  77  per  cent,  while  l^t  year  it  was  *75. 

The  school  authorities  as  a  rule,  appear  willing  to  carry  out  the  law 
and  regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

They  make  a  judicious  selection  of  teachers  and  endeavor,  according  to 
their  means,  to  procure  suitable  school  houses,  and  the  necessary  supplies. 
There  is  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  furniture.  The  higher  schools 
nearly  all  have  improved  desks  and  so  have  some  of  the  primary  schools. 
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Owing  to  the  eflforts  of  the  curfe  of  Napierville,  the  commissioners  of 
that  parish  have  been  able  to  add  to  their  old  academy  another  wing  which 
makes  it  quite  a  suitable  building.  It  is  under  the  management  of  the 
Freres  de  Sainte  Croix  who,  last  year  inaugurated  their  classes  with  great 
success. 

The  commissioners  of  the  town  of  St.  John  have  two  handsome  brick 
buildings  for  their  commercial  academy.  One  does  for  a  dwelling  and  the 
other,  which  is  larger,  is  used  for  the  classes,  and  the  latter  leaves  nothing 
to  be  desired  both  as  regards  health  and  comfort. 

More  than  three  hundred  children  are  taught  there  by  the  Christian 
Brothers. 

There  are  219  teachers  of  both  sexes  in  my  division  ;  16  are  men  in  reli- 
gious orders,  59  nuns,  26  lay  male  teachers,  and  119  female  teachers ;  1^  of 
the  latter  have  no  diplomas. 

Notwithstanding  that  notices  were  published  in  the  papers  for  several 
months,  some  municipalities  could  not  secure  teachers  with  diplomas,  and 
were  obliged  to  accept  the  services  of  young  girls  wto  had  the  necessary 
qualifications,  but  who  were  not  old  enough  to  get  their  diplomas.  By 
their  zeal  and  devotedness  most  of  them  succeeded  in  giving  satisfaction  to 
those  who  assisted  them  in  maintaining  discipline.  Young  beginners  are 
generally  very  zealous,  but  are  frequently  wanting  in  authority.  This  is  a 
defect  from  which  some  of  the  male  teachers  are  not  exempt,  but  is  most 
frequently  to  be  found  in  the  school-mistresses. 

Too  much  precaution  cannot  be  taken  against  this  as  it  is  beginning  to 
show  itself  in  society  in  the  want  of  respect  due  to  the  civil  and  religious 
authorities. 

The  teachers'  salaries  are  becoming  higher  and  keep  pace  with  the 
general  improvement  in  business.  The  scarcity  of  teachers  also  contributes 
to  this.  In  my  division,  I  notice  only  a  few  young  girls  who  intend  to 
teach.  Of  the  350  pupils  who  attend  the  celebrated  convent  at  St.  John, 
only  one,  since  six  years  has  devoted  herself  to  teaching. 
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Every  one  endeavors  to  follow  the  cnrriculum  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  as"  closely  as  possible,  and  according  to  the  pupils  acquire- 
ments. 

^he  secretary-treasurers  perform  their  duties  well,  and,  owing  to  the 
general  prosi)erity,  there  are  but  little  arrears  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

Z.  O.  H.  LAMARCHE, 

School  Inspector. 
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ME.  LEFEBVRE. 
(Translation) 


Three  Rivees,  Ist  September  1883. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  state  of  education  in  my 
inspection  division  for  the  year  ending  80th  June  last. 

Since  my  first  report  in  18^8,  five  years  ago,  there  has  been  an  amount 
of  progress  which  is  quite  encouraging  if  we  consider  the  obstacles  which 
still  impede  the  proper  working  of  a  large  number  of  our  public  schools. 

In  order  the  better  to  show  the  progress  obtained  during  those  five 
years,  I  cannot  think  of  any  thing  more  striking  that  the  following  synop- 
tical table  : 


Schools  of  all  kinds 

Pupils  entered  on  rolls 

Total  arerage  attendance 

Pupils  leading  wrttW 

«      writing 

"      learning  arithmetic  

«  (<        mental  arithmetic 

*<  "        book-keeping 

«  <•        French  grammar 

"  "        English  grammar 

'«  «        geography 

^  <<        history 

«  "        linear  industrial  drawing 

'(  <*        agricultnre 

School  houses  belonging  to  the  commissioners  . . . 


Increase. 


17 

918 

327 

169 

3888 

89 

3880 


269 

1604 

231 

746 

1232 

341 

865 

68 


763 

504 

2125 

521 

297 

66 

1286 

640 

1676 

444 

2197 

1856 

1516 

661 

88 

20 
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As  may  be  seen  the  Increase  in  the  average  attendance  is  not  in  propor- 
tion to  that  in  the  number  of  pupils  entered  on  the  rolls,  because  the  latter 
is  16  per  cent,  while  the  former  is  only  8  per  cent.  This  discrepancy  is 
only  apparent  and  is  due  to  the  fact  that  five  years  ago  most  of  the  teachers 
were  ignorant  of  the  manner  of  calculating  the  average  attendance,  and 
only  gave  it  approximately.  Since  then,  as  they  have  learned  to  calculate 
the  average  attendance  from  month  to  month  exactly,  it  is  easy  to  notice 
the  errors  in  their  first  returns.  I  am  convinced  that  attendance  at  school 
although  far  from  what  it  should  be  is  more  regular  than  it  was. 

There  is  also  another  item  in  the  table  which  shows  a  striking  contrast : 
it  is  the  number  of  pupils  learning  arithmetic ;  the  increase  is  only  89  in 
five  years.  Here  again  the  discrepancy  is  only  apparent  and  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  five  years  ago  all  who  were  only  learning  numeration  were  in- 
cluded in  those  learning  arithmetic,  while  since  then  I  only  enter  those 
who  can  write  down  numbers. 

* 

The  greatest  increase  is  in  the  number  of  pupils  learning  mental  arith- 
metic, in  fact  all  the  pupils  learn  it  because  I  insist  upon  its  being  taught 
as  it  develops  the  intellects  of  all  the  pupils,  no  matter  how  young  they 
may  be. 

I  also  insist  upon  all  the  pupils,  even  the  youngest,  having  a  slate  so 
as  to  teach  them  to  write  as  they  learn  to  read.  I  advise  the  teachers  to 
write  a  model  for  the  younger  children  either  on  the  black-boards  or  on 
their  slates,  such  as  large  letters,  figures  or  some  of  the  easier  examples  in 
lineal  drawing.  This  keeps  the  children  pleasantly  and  usefully  occupied 
and  prevents  them  from  playing  and  destroying  their  books.  This  is  why  the 
table  shows  almost  as  many  pupils  in  writing  as  there  are  pupils  on  the 
rolls.  If  all  do  not  write  it  is  because  in  more  than  one  school  a  teacher 
has  60  children  or  more  under  him,  or  again  in  the  municipalities  where 
the  commissioners  do  not  supply  the  schools,  it  is  frequently  very  difficult 
to  get  the  parents  to  provide  the  children  with  what  they  require. 

For  instance  they  are  not  given  either  slates,  pencils,  pens,  ink  or  paper 
on  the  ground  that  they  will  not  be  left  at  school  long  enough  to  learn  how 
to  write.    They  are  not  given  manuals  of  agriculture  because  the  parent* 
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say  that  the  teachers  cannot  instruct  in  it,  that  they  themselves  are  the 
best  instructors.  Such  parents  send  their  children  to  school  only  to  learn 
their  catechism,  so  as  to  be  able  to  make  their  first  communion. 

Sometimes  I  see  bright  children  of  from  nine  to  ten  years  of  age  who 
can  read  very  well ;  when  I  want  to  make  them  write  from  dictation  the 
teacher  tells  me  that  their  parents  will  not  let  them  learn  to  write,  because 
it  would  prevent  them  from  leiirning  their  catechism  to  make  their  first 
communion,  and  that  they  will  not  be  left  at  school  after  that. 

The  teacher  can  do  nothing  under  these  circumstances.  The  parents 
are  masters  of  their  children.  Of  course  their  authority  and  their  opinions 
have  to  be  respected,  but  they  should  be  only  when  they  are  rational  and 
enlightened,  not  when  they  are  so  narrow-minded. 

Although  I  am  not  much  in  favor  of  coercion,  I  would  not  be  sorry  to 
see  such  parents  compelled  to  do  their  duty. 

One  of  the  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  the  pupils  in  certain  schools  is 
that  there  are  too  many  children  under  a  single  teacher.  The  Council  of 
Public  Instruction  acted  wisely  when  it  passed  its  regulation  in  September 
1874,  limiting  the  number  of  pupils  to  be  taught  by  any  one  teacher  to  40 
in  model  schools,  and  60  in  primary  schools  ;  this  is  still  a  large  number. 

0 

Another  obstacle  which  my  colleagues  and  myself  point  out  in  all  our 
reports  is  the  irregular  attendance  at  school.  From  the  experience  I  have 
had  since  I  visit  the  schools,  I  may  say  that  I  am  convinced  that  the  chief 
cause  of  irregular  attendance  is  inferior  or  inefficient  teaching.  This  is  so 
true  that  where  the  schools  are  well  taught,  and  where  the  teachers  know 
how  to  make  themselves  liked  by  the  children  and  how  to  excite  their 
emulation,  the  attendance  is  always  fairly  regular.  The  remedy  for  the  evil 
would  therefore  be  to  take  all  possible  means  to  get  competent  teachers, 
but  in  order  to  do  so,  better  salaries  than  those  now  given  would  have  to 
be  oiFered. 

The  average  salary  paid  to  female  teachers  in  my  division  is  only  $82, 
with  fuel  and  lodging.  This  is  altogether  insufficient,  particularly  at  pre- 
sent when  the  necessaries  of  life  are  so  dear.    In  this  connection,  I  may  say 
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that  although  the  salaries  are  still  too  low,  there  is  however  an  improve- 
ment in  most  of  the  municipalities,  and  I  notice  with  pleasure  that  in 
many  municipalities  they  have  the  good  sense  not  to  make  the  teachers 
repay  the  drawback  for  the  pension  fund  required  by  the  department. 

I  endorse  on  all  i)oints  what  my  ex-colleague  the  late  Mr.  Dorval  said 
in  his  last  rei)ort  concerning  the  pension  and  aid  fond  for  teachers  which, 
as  he  says,  is  the  greatest  act  of  justice  hitherto  done  in  favor  of  infirm 
teachers.  I  may  add  that  this  law  is  so  popular  with  the  teachers  in  my 
district  that,  until  now,  not  one  has  objected  to  it. 

I  also  heartily  endorse  the  judicious  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Juneau  in 
his  last  report  concerning  religious  instruction  in  schools.  With  him,  I 
think  that  religious  teaching  should  occupy  the  most  prominent  position 
.  in  the  curriculum,  for  it  is  the  science  which  shows  us  what  we  are,  what 
we  owe  to  our  Creator  and  the  end  for  which  He  made  us.  Besides,  those 
schools  in  which  the  catechism  is  best  taught  are  the  most  successful. 

As  you  may  see  by  the  foregoing  table,  during  the  past  five  years, 
twenty  school  houses  have  been  built  in  my  division,  9Jid  many  have  been 
considerably  improved.  Nearly  all  the  new  school  houses  are  as  comfor- 
table ss  can  be  expected.  There  are  still  many  municipalities  which  have 
not  complied  with  the  regulations  respecting  school  furniture.  Several 
have  made  important  improvements  during  the  past  year.  Some  of  those 
have  been  done  with  good  will,  when  the  orders  of  the  department  were 
received,  while  the  others,  owing  to  the  fear  that  the  grant  would  be  with- 
held, have  been  carried  out  in  fact,  even  if  not  with  good  will. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  show  the  teachers  the  advantage  of  subscribing 
either  to  the  Enseignement  Primaire  or  to  the  Journal  de  r Instruction  Publiquf- 
I  consider  that  a  publication  of  the  kind  is  indispensable  for  every  teacher 
who  wishes  to  thoroughly  learn  how  to  teach  school. 

A  good  many  of  my  schools  are  now  supplied  with  copy-books  with 
printed  headings  ;  those  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Langlais  are  particularly  appreciated. 

Finally,  I  have  nothing  but  praise  to  award  the  teaching  given  by  the 
and  male  religious  teachers  in  my  division,  whose  classes  I  have 
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visited.     I  can  only  add  to  what  I  said  in  my  previous  reports,  that  they 
maintain  their  reputation. 

The  convent  at  Deschambaxdt  has  been  enlarged  so  as  to  form  quite  a 
large  building. 

At  Ghamplain  a  new  building  has  been  erected  on  a  fine  site,  which  is 
a  credit  to  the  Ladies  of  the  Gtood  Shepherd,  the  cure  and  his  parishioners. 

In  conclusion  I  will  give  the  names  of  the  teachers  who  have  distin- 
guished themselves  the  most  during  the  past  year. 

Model  schools  :  Mr.  Alfred  Dostaler,  St.  Stanislas ;  Mr.  Camille  Dostaler, 
Champlain ;  Miss  Delima  Oermain,  Cap  Sante ;  Miss  Ernestine  Deschene 
and  Zenobie  Chax>delaine,  Batiscan  ;  Miss  Rose  Descormiers,  Ste.  G-enevieve  ; 
Miss  A.  Beaulieu,  Portneuf;  Miss  G-eorgiana  Beaupre,  St.  Prosper;  Miss. 
Eug6nie  St.  Cyr,  St.  Casimir. 

Primary  schools  :  Miss  Marie- Anne  Toussaint,  Cap-Sante ;  Misses 
Edwidge  Ouellette,  Josephine  Hamel  and  Antoinette  Lamotte,  St.  Casimir ; 
Mrs.  Philomene  Thibodeau,  Mrs.  Seraphine  Perrault,  Celina  Gariepy  and 
Philomene  St.  Amant,  St.  Alban ;  Miss  Marie-Louise  Lanouette,  Batiscan  ; 
Misses  Amanda  Brunelle,  Albaise  Labissonniere,  Champlain ;  Mrs.  Marie- 
Louise  Leblanc,  St.  Luc ;  Misses  Anna  Blais,  Adeline  Sauvageau,  Anna 
Nault  and  Victoria  G-osselin,  Deschambault ;  Miss  Adeline  Pouliotte,  St. 
Ubalde;  Miss  C6lina  Leclerc,  Cap  de  la  Magdeleine;  Misses  Yen^rance 
Tessier  and  Philomene  Tessier,  Ste.  Anne  de  la  P6rade  ;  Miss  Clara  Brassard, 
Mont-Carmel ;  Misses  Arthemis  Doucet,  Josephine  Laneuville  and  Elfeonore 
Sheault,  St.  Maurice  ;  Mrs.  Exilda  St.  Arnault  and  Miss  L6da  Deveau,  St. 
Stanislas ;  Misses  Marie  Cloutier  and  Zoe  Lahaye,  Ste.  G-enevieve  de  Batis- 
can ;  Miss  Clara  Lefebvre,  St.  Prosper ; .  Miss  Sophie  Trudel,  Ste.  Thecle ; 
Miss  Cl6ophfee  Trudel,  G-rondines. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

DAVID  LEFEBVRE, 

School  Inspector. 
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MR.  LEVESQUE. 

(Translation.) 

EoxTON  Falm,  31st  August,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  Annual  report  on  the  state  of 
education  in  my  division  for  the  year  1882-83  as  well  as  the  G-rand  Statis- 
tical Table  for  the  same  year. 

The  schools  were  attended  during  the  past  ten  months  by  5,764  chil- 
dren, with  an  average  attendance  of  4,264  or  *r4  i)er  cent.  Taking  off  190» 
a  number  represented  by  the  pupils  of  tw;o  girls'  academies  which  appear 
for  the  first  time  in  the  columns  of  the  table,  there  is  an  increased  atten- 
dance of  234  over  last  year.  Comparing  the  average  attendance  of  this  year 
with  that  of  last  year  we  find  a  slight  decrease,  but  that  is  due  more  to  the 
inclement  weather,  which  kept  a  good  many  children  at  home,  than  to  the 
apathy  of  the  parents. 

The  want  of  education  is  more  than  ever  felt,  and  those  who  claim  that 
to  be  a  farmer  one  does  not  require  to  be  educated,  are  becoming  fewer  and 
fewer. 
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Namber  of  municipalities 

"        dlBiricts 

<  <        school  houses , 

((  schools  in  operation  und«*r  control 

"        pupils  writing 

"  «<      learning  arithmetic 

«  u      learning  book-keeping. .... 

"  "      leAning  French  grammar. . 

"  «      learning  letter-writing 

u  u      learning  geography. 

<<  •<      learning  drawing 

'<  "      learning  agriculture 

Arenge  attendance : 


1877-78. 

1 

1882-83.  Increase. 

27 

28 

1 

145 

151 

6 

136 

142 

«  6 

141 

151 

10 

2160 

2951 

791 

1907 

2901 

894 

88 

349 

261 

1289 

1758 

469 

182 

465 

283 

478 

916 

438 

110 

820 

710 

352 

397 

45 

n% 

v% 

73% 

These  figures  show  a  very  satisfactory  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils 
learning  the  principal  branches,  except  agriculture.  This  is  learnt  more  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  curriculum  than  because  of  its  usefulness  being 
appreciated ;  many  farmers  will  not  have  these  books  in  their  children's 
hands. 

The  establishments  of  superior  education,  which  are  now  five  in  num- 
ber— one  college  and  four  cdnvents — always  give  satisfactory  results  and 
are  fully  appreciated  by  the  parents  who  send  their  children  there  in  large 
numbers. 

All  the  model  schools,  with  one  exception,  have  given  full  and  entire 
satisfaction.  They  have  been  better  attended  by  the  pupils  and  the  teachers 
have  displayed  considerable  talent  and  aptitude  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties. 

I  have  to  thank  the  cur6s  who  specially  superintend  the  management 
of  these  schools,  and  do  me  the  honor  of  accompanying  me  when  I  make 
my  inspection. 
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In  the  primary  schools  progress  is  less  satisfactory.  A  good  many 
teachers  work  hard  and  are  very  zealous  in  the  performance  of  their  duties, 
but  their  labor  is  not  always  beneficial  to  the  children  because  the  proper 
methods  are  not  always  followed.  Thus  a  teacher,  although  well  educated, 
will  not  fally  succeed  unless  she  has  practised  teaching  under  a  good  mas- 
ter and  unless  she  has  a  varied  knowledge  of  the  art  of  teaching. 

I  am  much  pleased  to  be  able  to  mention  publicly  the  extensive  pro- 
gress made  throughout  the  county  of  Arthabaska.  The  parish  of  St.  Medard 
de  Warwick  was  determined  not  to  be  left  behind,  and,  thanks  to  the 
unflagging  zeal  and  energy  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Pottrier,  its  inhabitants  now 
have  one  of  the  best  school-houses  in  my  division,  where  an  excellent 
education  is  given  to  their  daughters  by  the  Bev.  Sieurs  de  tAssomption,  As 
in  all  the  other  religious  communities  of  my  division  those  of  the  pupils 
who  intend  to  devote  themselves  to  teaching  receive  8X>ecial  attention  from 
the  nuns. 

Four  liew  districts  have  been  formed  during  the  year,  two  in  the 
county  of  Arthabaska  and  two  in  the  county  of  Drummond. 

Three  neat  and  well-built  school-houses  have  been  erected.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  11th  Eange  of  St.  Eugene  de  G-rantham  have,  from  want 
of  means,  been  unable  to  build  their  school-house.  This  is  a  new  and  poor 
parish,  and  the  inhabitants  make  great  sacrifices  to  keep  up  their  schools. 

The  condition  of  the  school-houses  has  greatly  improved  since  two 
years;  several  municipalities  have  rebuilt  or.  suitably  repaired  their  old 
school-houses,  and  I  hope  their  example  will  be  followed  by  those  which 
still  have  alterations  to  make  in  order  to  secure  the  comfort  of  the  children. 
I  may  mention  the  parish  of  St.  Paul  de  Chester,  which  does  not  hesitate  at 
any  sacrifice  and  which  has  this  year  built  five  school-houses,  whose 
dimensions  are  adequate  to  the  requirements  of  the  various  districts  in 
which  they  will  be  situated. 

Furniture  is  also  more  complete  and  in  better  taste ;  still  I  regret  that 
greater  importance  is  not  yet  attached  to  this,  for  there  ib  nothing  better 
calculated  to  induce  a  teacher  to  regulate  the  work  so  as  to  be  productive  of 
the  most  benefit  to  the  pupil. 
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As  a  rule  the  Commissioners  are  anxious  to  see  their  schools  progress 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  there  is  one  thing  to  which  they  do  not  pay  suf- 
ficient attention  and  which  affects  the  success  of  their  schools,  and  that  is 
the  low  salaries  paid  to  teachers.  From  $60  to  $80  is  the  amount  generally 
given.  It  must  be  admitted  that  this  is  not  enough ;  if  we  wish  to  have 
well  qualified  teachers  we  must  pay  them  liberally. 

The  finances  throughout  my  division  are  in  a  flourishing  state.  I  may 
say  to  the  praise  of  all  concerned  that  the  teachers  are  regularly  paid  accor- 
ding to  the  terms  of  their  agreement. 

I  have  received  no  complaints  against  the  secretaries. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

L.  N.  LEVESQUE, 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  LIPPENS. 
(TVansUUian.) 

Varennes,  15th  August,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  Annual  Eeport  for  the  year 
1882-83.  My  division  consists  of  the  counties  of  Richelieu,  Vercheres  and 
Chambly  and  comprises  33  school  municipalities. 

The  Secretary-treasurers'  accounts  are,  as  a  rule,  well  kept  and  the 
teachers  are  paid  regularly  everywhere. 

The  total  number  of  school-houses  is  125.  Those  in  the  more  impor- 
tant localities  such  as  Sorel,  Longueuil,  Varennes,  Vercheres,  Chambly,  St. 
Ours,  &c.,  possess  all  the  requirements  as  to  salubrity  and  comfort.  The 
Girls'  Schools,  kept  by  nuns,  deserve  special  mention  in  this  connection ; 
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the  architecture  is  elegant  and  substantial,  the  ventilation  and  heating  are 
good  and  the  school  furniture  irreproachable. 

I  cannot  say  the  same  of  the  school-houses  in  the  country  places,  which 
are  generally  cold,  low  and  of  mean  appearance.  I  found  some  which  were 
too  small  for  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  locality.  These  I  pointed  out  in 
my  bulletins  and  notified  the  authorities. 

« 

G-enerally  speaking  the  teacher  has  to  see  to  the  heating  of  the  school- 
house,  which  is  a  very  bad  system,  because  a  poor  teacher  has  to  buy  infe- 
rior fuel  on  credit  and  on  onerous  conditions.  In  order  to  economize  she 
keeps  everything  tightly  closed,  and  does  not  allow  fresh  air  to  enter  in  the 
middle  and  at  the  end  of  the  school  hours,  as  should  be  done.  -  The  School 
Commissioners  could  easily  buy  the  wood  and  coal  and  have  it  brought  to 
the  school-house  in  summer.  But  from  a  mistaken  idea  of  economy  the 
children's  health  is  sacrificed. 

School  furniture  is  defective  in  many  schools.  But  too  frequently  we 
find  benches  without  backs  and  not  at  all  proportioned  to  the  height  of  the 
children.  They  are  real  instruments  of  torture  for  the  pupils,  who  bend 
over  or  stoop,  balance  themselves  and  fidget  constantly.  Their  stomach, 
heart,  lungs  and  spine  all  sufier  from  this  state  of  things,  which  lasts  five 
hours  a  day  and  extends  over  several  years.  Very  few  constitutions  can 
stand  it  and  it  is  playing  with  the  lives  of  the  children  to  make  them  pass 
their  time  in  a  class-room  full  of  vitiated  air  and  supplied  with  badly  made 
famiture. 

I  had  opportuities  of  bringing  this  question  prominently  forward,  and 
fortunately  I  was  successful.  Nearly  everywhere  efibrts  were  made  to 
make  the  improvements  I  asked.  By  providing  good  furniture  for  schools 
a  saving  is  effected,  because  when  the  children  are  comfortably  seated  and 
breathe  pure  air  they  are  quiet  and  studious,  are  more  easily  taught  and 
learn  better,  while,  on  the  contrary,  badly  made  furniture  is  an  obstacle  to 
the  keeping  of  order  and  progress  of  the  pupils.  They  become  impatient 
and  tired  and  keep  constantly  moving  and  making  a  noise.  The  teacher 
loses  his  time  and  uselessly  endeavors  to  keep  them  quiet  and  attentive. 
It  is  difficult  to  make  school  furniture  which  requires  special  study  and 
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knowledge  which  is  nearly  always  deficient  in  the  workmen  who  are 
entrusted  with  the  work  by  the  School  Commissioners,  who  are  not  more 
conversant  themselves  with  the  subject.  They  do  not  know  how  to  take 
the  measure  for  a  bench,  how  to  determine  the  height  of  the  back,  the 
height  and  width  of  the  seat,  what  shape  to  give  the  desks  and  how  to 
bring  it  closer  to  the  bench.  They  have  no  scale  for  children  of  different 
fiizes,  and  as  they  work  in  the  dark  they  generally  fail. 

An  official  circular  which  would  give  detailed  explanations  on  this 
question  would  contribute  to  obviate  this  serious  inconvenience,  but  it 
would  be  necessary  to  give  precise  indications,  figures  and  measurements, 
and  above  all,  engravings.  The  workman  would  then  have  a  plan  to  guide 
him  and  would  do  his  work  well.  These  are  some  of  the  esssential  requis- 
ites which  some  seem  to  ignore.  The  forms  must  have  backs  and  the 
greatest  number  of  seats  for  each  should  be  four.  The  desks  should  be 
inclined  and  plain  ;  there  should  be  no  flat  desks  or  double  desks  with  a 
form  on  each  side.  All  the  children's  faces  should  be  turned  towards  the 
teacher.  There  should  be  desks  and  forms  of  various  heights,  so  that  all 
the  children,  great  and  small,  may  have  seats  proportioned  to  their  stature. 
The  children's  feet  should  rest  easily  upon  the  floor,  and  that  gives  the 
height  of  the  form.  Three-fifths  of  the  length  of  the  thigh  bone  gives  the 
width  of  the  form.  The  back  should  come  a  little  above  the  small  of  the 
back  but  the  shoulders  should  be  free.  When  the  pupil  is  seated  his  knees 
should  fit  easily  under  the  table ;  there  should  be  no  space  between  the 
form  and  the  table  so  as  to  compel  the  pupil  to  stoop  when  writing.  It  is 
to  prevent  this  that  revolving  seats,  bending  seats  and  desks  whose  tops 
push  back  have  been  invented. 

In  the  boarding-schools  the  desks  and  seats  are  single,  which  is  the 
best  system.  Forms  with  backs  with  four  seats  are  the  most  economical, 
and  would  do  very  well  for  our  smaller  schools ;  the  pupils  draw  them 
close  to  the  desks  when  they  sit  down  and  push  them  back  when  they 
rise.  In  this  case  the  seats  must  not  be  joined  to  the  desks,  and  nothing 
must  be  attached  to  the  floor. 

This  sketch  is  very  incomplete,  but  it  it  is  sufficient  to  show  that  a 
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workman  who  is  ignorant  of  these  details  and  who  makes  desks  and  forms 
at  hai)-hazard  is  unable  to  do  good  work. 

In  my  division  there  are  39  male  religious  teachers  and  '75  nuns. 

There  are  14  lay  male  teachers  and  97  lay  female  teachers  who  perform 
their  duties  with  considerable  zeal,  and  I  have  no  serious  complaint  to 
make  against  any  of  them. 

Still  a  great  many  schools  are  not  what  they  should  be.  In  saying  tlus 
I  do  not  wish  to  blame  any  one,  for  I  know  only  too  well  that  it  is  due 
more  to  circumstances  than  to  the  teachers. '  In  order  to  make  a  thoroasrUr 
good  teacher  one  must  go  through  a  preparatory  course  of  study  and  pass 
some  years  under  an  experienced  teacher,  one  must  read  the  journals  which 
treat  of  the  art  of  teaching,  and  associate  with  others  so  as  to  benefit  by 
their  example  and  advice.  Hardly  any  of  the  lay  female  teachers  have  this 
advantage.  I  do  not  know  a  single  one  who  has  gone  through  the  Normal 
School.  Most  of  the  schools  have  only  one  teacher.  Books,  especially  those 
which  treat  of  the  art  of  teaching,  are  completely  wanting.  Hardly  a  dozen 
teachers  read  the  journals  of  education,  and  teachers'  conferences  have  yet 
to  be  established.  Such  is  the  situation  in  my  division  and  probably  in  s 
good  many  others. 

The  chief  defect  in  a  great  many  of  the  schools  is  that  the  teacher  is  only 
an  auxiliary,  and  the  book  plays  the  leading  part.  All  the  weak  points  in 
the  system  followed  in  our  schools  are  the  direct  or  indirect  result  of  that 
defect.  When  the  teacher  does  not  explain  and  lets  the  pupils  simply  learn 
by  rote  there  is  no  intellectual  labor  whatever.  The  child  repeats  word  for 
word,  mechanically,  without  understanding  what  he  says.  His  memory  is 
full  of  words  while  his  intellect  is  a  void,  and  with  this  system  reading* 
aloud  becomes  a  monotonous  sing-song  chant  and  ceases  to  be  a  means  of 
teaching  grammar,  language  and  style.  History  becomes  a  dry  and  unpro- 
ductive nomenclature,  and  so  does  geography ;  grammar  reduces  itself  to 
learning  rules  by  heart  and  remaining  ignorant  of  their  application :  arith- 
metic a  series  of  manipulations  and  changes  of  figures  which  the  pupil 
executes  anyhow  but  does  not  learn  to  apply  to  the  ordinary  usages  of  life. 

We  often  find  pupils  who  have  been  all  through  the  grammar  and  who 
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cannot  point  out  the  nouns  or  verbs  contained  in  a  very  simple  sentence  in 
their  reader;  who,  in  arithmetic,  have  got  to  "interest,"  but  who  cannot 
make  out  a  small  grocer's  account. 

Instead  of  hundreds  of  examples  and  exercises  of  application  and  inven- 
tion we  have  definitions  and  rules  which  the  child  recites  without  under- 
standing them,  words  of  whose  meaning  he  is  ignorant,  and  which  a  pre- 
tence is  made  of  explaining  by  means  of  other  words  which  he  does  not 
understand  a  whit  more. 

When  the  book  is  the  sole  guide  teaching  ceases  to  be  simultaneous 
and  the  classes  become  too  numerous.  The  teacher  divides  his  time  and 
his  forces  and  neglects  the  little  ones.  I  once  asked  a  little  child  what  he 
was  doing  at  school,  and  his  answer  was :  "  I  am  waiting  for  father  to  come 
for  me."     The  application  is  easy  to  see ;  and  such  is  the  education  in  the 

lower  classes  in  some  of  our  small  schools. 

• 

A  really  competent  teacher  is  never  a  slave  of  his  book ;  he  has  confi- 
dence in  himself  and  in  the  intellect  of  the  children.  He  shows  and 
explains  and  gets  the  pupils  to  speak  out. 

The  object  of  primary  education  is  to  develop  the  faculties.  It  makes 
very  little  difference  if  a  child  has  learnt  up  to  such  or  such  a  page ;  the 
great  question  is  to  know  what  his  mind,  his  intellect,  his  will,  have  gained 
from  the  teaching  he  has  received. 

■ 

When  a  child  is  young  he  is  fed  and  is  surrounded  with  every  care  to 
give  him  that  physical  strength  which  will  enable  him  later  on  to  earn  his 
Hving  or  give  him  the  education  he  requires  to  have,  that  moral  and 
intellectual  strength  which  will  enable  him  later  on  to  conquer  the  diffi- 
culties and  dangers  of  life. 

Superior  education  supposes  strength  acquired,  preparatory  studies, 
general  knowledge  concentrated  on  a  particular  object.  This  is  why  rules^ 
abstracts,  generalities,  may  be  the  starting  point  for  such  education.  But 
it  is  different  with  primary  education,  for  a  child  has  to  be  educated  up  to 
generalities  and  abstract  ideas  instead  of  using  them  as  starting  points  and 
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develop  his  faculties  by  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  instead  of  acquiring 
science  simply  by  using  his  memory. 

With  children  the  order  to  be  followed  must  be  in  accord  with  the 
generation  of  ideas.  We  must  proceed  from  the  particular  to  the  general, 
from  examples  to  rules,  from  simple  to  comx>ound,  from  the  concrete  to  the 
abstract  whenever  we  take  a  step  in  advance  in  science. 

These  are  but  a  few  very  simple  and  evident  truths,  but  nevertheless 
they  are  ignored  by  a  great  many  persons  who  are  engaged  in  teaching. 

There  are  consequently  reforms  to  be  eflfected.  Teaching  should  be 
more  intuitive,  more  varied  and  practical  and  more  within  the  reach  of 
young  minds.  There  should  be  more  intellectual  work  and  mental  gym- 
nafitics  and  less  exercise  of  memory,  more  explanations  and  less  books,  more 
initiative  and  less  routine. 

All  this  I  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  teachers  in  my  divi- 
sion, who  have  understood  tha£  my  intention  was  to  render  them  a  service 
and  to  further  their  interests  and  those  of  the  children.  But  it  will  take 
me  some  years  to  attain  my  object,  for  haste  would  sx>oil  all. 

Education  is  liked  throughout  my  division ;  in  all  cases  of  society  the 
parents  attach  great  importance  to  it.  I  cannot  sufficiently  praise  the  cures 
and  the  local  school  authorities  for  their  zeal  and  devotedness  in  the  great 
cause  of  education,  nor  thank  them  enough  for  their  kindness  to  me 
personally. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

B.  UPPENS, 
Schoi^  Insj^edoT. 
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MR.  LUCIER. 
(Translation,) 

Maria,  21st  July,  1883. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  with  this  report  the  grand  statistical 
table  of  my  division  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1883. 

As  usual  I  inspected  twice  during  the  year  all  the  schools  under  my 
control,  and  on  nearly  every  occasion  I  was  accompanied  by  the  cure  of  the 
parish  and  some  of  the  school  commissioners.  In  most  municipalities  these 
gentlemen  perform  their  duties  faithfully,  and  the  schools  are  well  kept. 
Of  course  there  are,  and  will  be  for  a  long  time,  some  weak  points  ;  in  some 
schools  there  is  too  much  learning  by  rote,  but  this  defective  system  is 
yearly  disappearing ;  good  methods  are  becoming  more  general,  and  pro- 
gress is  more  perceptible  than  in  the  past. 

Four  schools  have  been  established  during  the  past  year :  one  at  St. 
Bonaventure,  one  at  St.  Godefroi,  one  at  New  Richmond,  and  one  at  St. 
John  the  Evangelist,  bringing  up  the  number  of  schools  to  51  against  4*7 
last  year.  These  51  schools  were  attended  by  2,228  pupils,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  1,623,  or  *73  per  cent.  Of  this  number  *794  are  in  spelling; 
1,434  read  well  or  fairly  well ;  1,572  write ;  1,517  learn  arithmetic  and 
mental  aiithmetic;  264  book-keeping ;  45  mathematics :  75 2 grammar;  708 
parsing;  613  geography  ;  887  history  ;  552  agriculture,  and  769  drawing. 

These  figures  compared  with  those  of  last  year  show  a  slight  increase 
in  the  number  of  ^pupils  attending  school,  and  in  that  of  the  pupils  learning 
the  most  important  branches  of  the  official  curriculum.  This  increase  is  a 
proof  that  there  is  progress,  if  not  very  rapid,  at  least  constant  and  regular. 

Four  houses  have  been  built  and  several  have  been  considerably 
repaired.  A  good  many  localities  now  havef  suitable  houses,  but  much 
remains  still  to  be  done  before  each  district  has  a  comfortable  house.  The 
number  of  cold,  small,  low,  and  unhealthy  houses  is  still  far  too  great. 
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The  commissioners,  as  a  rule,  are  willing,  but,  in  many  cases,  want  of 
means  and  the  poverty  of  the  ratepayers  do  not  allow  them  to  do  more 
towards  the  improvement  of  the  school  buildings. 

School  necessaries  are  more  complete  ;  all  the  schools  are  now  provided 
with  maps,  and  printed  models  for  writing  are  to  be  found  aUmost  every- 
where. 

As  I  have  already  said  in  my  previous  reports,  most  of  the  municipali- 
ties, especially  Carleton,  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  Migusha,  Mann,  Maria, 
St.  Bonaventure,  Paspebiac,  and  St-  Alexis,  buy  their  own  school  necessaries 
out  of  the  common  fund,  and  distribute  them  gratuitously  amongst  the 
pupils. 

In  the  other  municipalities  they  keep  books  on  hand  and  sell  them  to 
those  who  wish  to  buy.  It  is  unnecessary  to  enumerate  the  advantages  of 
the  first  system ;  they  are  admitted  by  all  who  take  an  interest  in  education. 

The  obstacles  to  progress  are  still  the  same :  1.  Irregular  attendance  at 
school,  and  the  bad  habit  the  parents  have  of  removing  the  children  from 
school  too  soon ;  2.  The  too  frequent  change  of  teachers  in  some  munici- 
palities ;  3.  The  want  of  knowledge  of  the  art  of  teaching  in  a  certain 
number  of  young  teachers. 

I  am  happy  to  see  that  several  municipalities  have  generously  paid  to 
the  superannuation  and  pension  fund  the  amount  required  by  law  without 
deducting  it  from  the  teachers'  salaries. 

The  accounts,  in  general,  are  well  kept  by  the  secretary-treasurers ;  the 

arrears  of  assessments  have  been  considerably  reduced  in  several  munici- 
palities, and  the  teachers  are  regularly  paid. 

The  teachers  who  appear  to  me  to  have  been  the  most  successful  are : 

Model  schools — Mr.  Fidele  Gauthier  and  Miss  G.  Laj^ointe ;  Primar}' 
schools — Messrs.  J.  E.  Levesque  and  Fabien  Gauthier ;  the  Scsurs  des  Petites 
Ecoles  at  St.  Godefroi  and  Port  Daniel — the  Misses  M.  Anne  Audet,  Eugenie 
Poirier,  Malvina  Cyr,  Tharsille  Boudreau,  Marie  Berthelot,  and  Philomene 
Bernard. 
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Such  are  the  few  observations  which  I  have  thought  proper  to  add  to 
the  information  contained  in  the  inspection  bulletins  which  I  have  already 
sent  you. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  LUCIER, 

School  Inspector. 


M.  LYSTER. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  brief  report  upon  the  condition  of  educa- 
tion in  my  district  of  inspection  for  the  year  1882-88. 

On  comparing  the  table  of  statistics  with  that  for  the  previous  year,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  pupils  has  somewhat  increased ;  and  cer- 
tain subjects,  such  as  writing  firom  dictation,  history,  drawing,  and  vocal 
music  are  more  generally  taught  than  heretofore. . 

Owing,  no  doubt,  to  perpetual  insistance  on  the  necessity  of  teaching 
the  two  last-named  subjects,  there  is  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  number 
of  learners. 

I  fear,  however,  that  not  much  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  either ; 

art,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  is  in  a  very  elementary  condition  on  the 

coast.     However,  even  the  most  rudimentary  acquaintance  with  drawing 
and  music  cannot  fail  to  prove  advantageous,  as  the  cultivation  of  a  taste 

for  either  conduces  to  the  refinement  of  both  teacher  and  pupil. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  new  school-houses  in  Perce,  Restigouche,  Mann, 
and  New  Richmond,  have  been  completed;  the  last-named  is  the  best 
school-house  in  my  district,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  municipality. 

I  have,  sir,  during  the  year,  put  you  in  possession  of  all  necessary 
details  relating  to  every  school  visited  :  therefore  I  need  not  repeat  what 
the  bulletins  have  already  shewn. 
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No  very  great  change  can  be  expected.  On  the  whole,  the  schools  are 
answering  their  purpose  :  ignorance  is  being  gradually  removed ;  and  in  a 
few  years,  it  is  to  be  hoi)ed,  there  will  be  hardly  an  adult  on  the  coast  in- 
capable of  reading  a  newspaper  or  book  intelligently,  writing  a  good  letter, 
and  making  out  a  fair  account. 

This  may  seem  to  be  a  low  standard :  but  it  is,  at  all  events,  jpractical. 

K  people  were  able  to  leave  their  children  a  few  years  longer  at  school, 
more  satisfactory  results  would  be  obtained. 

In  all  the  schools  under  my  care,  religious  instruction,  in  the  shape  of 
scripture-reading,  catechism,  hymns,  &c.,  is  given  weekly.  This  instrut-tioa 
is  supplemented  by  the  Sunday-schools  in  nearly  every  municipality :  so 
that  children  are  not  to  be  found  growing  up  ignorant  of  religion. 

I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  report  an  increasing  difficulty  in  seruring 
teachers.  Whether  it  be  from  an  exaggerated  idea  of  the  difficulty  of  pass- 
ing the  examination  of  the  Protestant  Boards,  or  from  a  demand  for  the  ser- 
vices of  young  women  in  other  employments,  it  is  certain  that  the  supply 
of  candidates  for  the  diploma  is  very  small,  and  not  at  all  equal  to  the 
demand. 

No  fewer  than  six  teachers  without  diplomas  have  been  employed  dur- 
ing the  year  in  the  county  of  G-aspe.  Most  of  these  professed  an  intentioa 
to  present  themselves  for  examination  at  the  end  of  six  months,  and  a  few 
have  done  so.  But  not  one  of  these  unqualified  teachers  would  have  been 
employed  if  teachers  holding  diplomas  could  have  been  obtained. 

It  is  a  misfortune  that  there  is  no  training-school  on  the  coast ;  and  the 
small  number  of  Protestant  candidates  for  diplomas  would  hardly  justify 
the  establishment  of  a  training-school. 

But,  it  has  occurred  to  me,  sir,  that  this  difficulty  might  be  in  some 
.degree  removed  by  Government  making  a  sufficiently  liberal  grant  yearly. 
to  a  certain  number  of  candidates,  say  two  or  three  from  each  county,  to 
enable  them  to  enter  McGill  normal  school,  and  there  spend  a  year :  the 
course  to  be  completed  by  passing  the  examination  for  the  elementary  dip- 
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lomas.  There  is  little  doubt  that  a  sufficient  number  of  respectable  girls 
would,  if  thus  assisted,  proceed  yearly  to  Montreal,  and  having  learned  how 
to  teach^  would  return  to  this  district  with  great  advantage  to  the  schools. 

There  is  another  subject,  sir,  in  this  connection,  on  which  I  beg  leave 
to  make  a  remark ;  it  is  the  pension  fund. 

In  this,  hardly  anyone  in  my  district,  with  the  exception  of  the  three 
male  teachers,  appears  to  feel  the  least  interest. 

The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek. 

0 

The  female  teachers,  mostly  young,  and  it  would  seem  attractive,  have 
uo  intention,  if  they  can  avoid  it,  to  continue  teaching  for  the  period 
required  to  qualify  them  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  pension. 

Indeed,  to  judge  from  the  past,  we  can  hardly  expect  to  find  one  of 
those  now  employed,  in  charge  of  a  school  at  the  close  of  a  few  years. 

I  note  with  much  satisfaction  the  publication  of  a  list  of  authorized 
text-books.  I  have  endeavoured  to  impress  all  school  commissioners  and 
trustees  with  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  its  adoption.  I  have  also 
aided  in  making  a  selection  from  the  list. 

Gage's  Readers  have  the  advantage  not  only  of  excellent  finish  and 
illustrations,  as  well  as  of  interesting  and  instructive  matter,  but  this  also, 
which  for  beginners  is  invaluable,  viz.,  that  instead  of  the  difficult  words 
with  their  meanings  being  packed  away  at  the  end  of  the  book  where  they 
may  be,  and  usually  are  shirked  by  the  pupil,  these  words  are  placed  pro- 
minently at  the  beginning  of  each  lesson,  and  cannot  be  evaded  or  avoided. 
These  books  give  besides  much  assistance  in  parsing  and  analysis,  plain 
directions  for  effective  recitation,  and  a  large  amount  of  general  information. 

An  English  grammar  for  beginners,  written  in  short  words  and  in 
plain  English  is  still  a  desideratum,  and  I  hope  such  a  book  may  be  either 
found  or  compiled  during  the  current  year. 
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I  also  notice  with  pleasure  the  issue  of  a  course  of  study  for  elementary 
schools.  This  mu^t  prove  invaluable  to  teachers.  I  shall  insist  on  its 
adoption  as  far  as  practicable  in  every  school. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

WILLIAM  GORE  LYSTER, 

School  Jn^!)ector. 

Cape  Cove,  G-aspe,  18th  August,  1883. 


MR.  MAGRATH. 

Aylmeb,  p.  Q.,  18th  August,  1883 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  my  Statistical  Report  of  the  Schools  under 
my  inspection.  The  totals  show  a  slight  falling  off  since  last  year,  but  the 
fact  may  be  accounted  {or  by  two  or  three  of  my  schools  being  closed. 

A  very  noticeable  difference  will  be  observed  in  the  column  setting 
forth  the  average  attendance.  It  may  be  that  I  have  marked  those  returns 
rigidly  low, 

Whilst  the  system  I  have  heretofore  adopted  has  been  correct  at  the 
time  it  was  taken,  still  it  would  not  hold  good  in  many  instances  through- 
out the  entirety  of  the  year.  Irregular  attendance  is,  however,  one  of  the 
sad  evils  of  which  I  have  to  complain,  and  (as  I  have  expressed  in  addresses 
that  I  have  delivered  in  some  localities)  one  cannot  too  deeply  deplore  the 
painful  fact  that  parents  keep  their  children  at  home  even  after  the  hurry 
of  spring  and  harvest  work,  and  give  therefor  the  most  trivial  excuses. 

My  murmuring  in  the  past  about  some  of  the  wretched  hovels  called 
in  grave  irony  "  school-houses,"  must  be  repeated.  The  majority  of  the 
schools  of  this  District  will  compare  unfavorably  with  those  of  the  counties 
of  Carleton  and  Russell,  in  the  adjoining  Province.     A  few,  however,  make 
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a  creditable  appearance  when  compared  with  them.  It  would  be,  however, 
unjust  to  expect  to  find  among  the  rugged  hills  of  this  District  schools 
equal  to  the  finer  agricultural  counties  just  named ;  but  it  could  be  ho][)ed 
that  the  same  earnestness  with  respect  to  the  education  of  their  children 
would  be  shewn  on  the  north  as  well  as  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ottawa. 
Such,  however,  is  unhappily  not  the  case. 

Common  school  education  in  Ontario  has  become  an  "Institution" 
encouraged  by  every  man,  rich  or  poor.  The  few  wealthy  persons  in  the 
Ottawa  District  take  relatively  very  little  interest  in  this  matter.  From 
their  selfish  i)oint  of  view,  whilst  they  can  educate  their  own  children  at 
boarding-schools,  they  care  little  or  nothing  for  the  poor  man's  school. 

Well  directed  appeals,  in  addresses  to  the  people  at  public  examina- 
tions, advocating  the  establishment  and  supi>ort  of  good  schools,  will  prove 
most  beneficial.  The  people  want  to  be  aroused  to  greater  interest  in  com- 
mon school  education  and  to  be  shown  day  after  day  what  ought  now  to 
be  universally  admitted — that  the  education  of  the  masses  is  the  all  impor- 
tant means  of  promoting  a  country's. prosperity. 

One  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  a  certain  township  where  the  schools  are 
in  a  low  state,  informed  me,  perhaps  contemptuously,  that  his  children 
would  never  be  sent  to  the  Common  Schools,  but  to  boarding-schools.  The 
same  person  has  never  taken  the  least  interest  in  the  schools  of  that  section 
of  country.     Surely  this  is  akin  to  absentee  landlordism  ! 

I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  better  plan  to  arouse  an  interest  among 
the  people  in  the  schools,  at  least  in  this  district,  than  the  holding  of  com- 
petitive examinations.  The  one  I  attended  in  Eardley  was  a  success  in 
every  way.  The  people  came  to  it  from  all  parts  of  the  township,  and  the 
Warden  of  the  County,  Hector  McLean,  Esq.,  who  is  Chairman  of  the 
School  Commissioners,  treated  the  chilcjren  most  generously,  and  took  a 
very  active  part  in  the  management.  The  Inspector  delivered  an  address, 
in  which  he  pointed  out  the  duty  of  the  people  to  support  schools  liberally. 

I  have  long  thought  that  our  Common  School  Fund  could  be  fairly 
increased  by  a  small  school  tax  on  the  lumber  limits  of  this  District.     The 
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farmer  is  taxed  on  his  lands,  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  the  lumber- 
man who  derives  such  large  revenues  from  the  virgin  wealth  of  the  soil, 
the  lumber,  should  not  contribute  his  share  to  the  promotion  of  education. 

In  the  County  of  Pontiac  we  have  two  Dissentient  Schools,  in  the 
County  of  Ottawa  too  many.  As  there  is  no  restriction  placed  upon  rate- 
payers (who  can  muster  up  a  small  lot  of  children  of  their  own  religions 
faith)  to  withdraw  from  one  corporate  body  (the  majority)  to  form  a  weaker 
one,  I  am  of  opinion,  where  neither  party  can  support  a  good  school  no 
separation  should  be  allowed. 

In  those  school  municipalities  where  the  i>eople  are  poor,  it  is  some- 
times diificult  to  provide  absolute  necessities,  such  as  porches,  windows, 
maps  and  school  furniture  without  a  special  tax  for  that  purpose ;  and  yet 
these  necessaries  could  be  easily  supplied  from  the  proceeds  of  entertain- 
ments given  by  pupils,  if  the  teachers  were  required  in  their  agreement  to 
give  at  least  two  in  each  year.  One  teacher  (to  my  knowledge)  realized 
thirty-two  dollars  for  school  apparatus  in  this  way  during  the  past  year,  and 
I  supplied  the  maps. 

The  "  Course  of  Study  for  Elementary  Schools,"  by  Rev.  E.  L  Rexford. 
the  very  efficient  Secretary  of  the  Department,  supplies  a  want  long  felt,  and 
will  be  instrumental  in  preventing  parents  (who  are  often  poor  judges) 
from  dictating  to  teachers  the  course  of  studies  •;  in  plain  words,  even  the 
very  books  to  be  placed  in  their  children's  hands.  Instances  have  come 
before  me  of  children  being  sent  to  school  with  the  5th  Book  of  Readers 
where  the  3rd  would  be  more  suitable. 

An  effort  should  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  Grovemment  to  assist  in 
the  establishment  of  libraries  throughout  the  several  municipalities  of  this 
District,  which  has  contributed  in  the  past  more  towards  the  public 
exchequer  than  any  other  in  the  Province.  The  Parliamentary  library  at 
Ottawa  is  a  boon  only  to  those  living  in  and  around  the  city  and  to  mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  while  the  rural  population,  who  have  largely  contri- 
buted tx)wards  its  existence,  are  shut  out  from  the  privileges  of  its  use. 

If  the  few  schools  in  the  District  receiving  aid  from  the  Superior  Edu- 
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cational  Fund  do  not  make  that  progress  which  others  do  in  more  thickly 
populated  centres  we  must  patiently  wait  for  better  results. 

That  our  schools  known  by  the  names  of  "Academy "  and  "  Model " 
should  become  the  feeders  of  the  universities  is  doubtless  one  great  object 
kept  in  view  by  those  charged  with  the  support  of  the  universities.  A  very 
wealthy  gentleman  of  this  District  contributed  fifty  thousand  dollars 
towards  the  support  of  a  university  (not  situated,  however,  in  this  Pro- 
vince,) where  tne  youth  of  the  wealthier  class  will  derive  the  benefit  of  his 
liberality.  We  must  all  wish  that  a  few  others  of  large  means  would  aid 
libraries  as  well  as  the  Common  School,  the  only  alma  mater  of  the  poor. 
It  is  only  a  few  years  since  the  very  heart  of  Christendom  was  thrilled 
with  agony  as  it  read  the  wail  of  one  of  England^s  poets,  "  The  Cry  of  the 
Children." 

Every  right  thinking  person  must  recognize  that  it  is  the  birthright  of 
every  poor  man's  child  to  secure  an  elementary  training. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  present  year's  statistics  shew 
a  large  increase  ih  arithmetic  and  other  subjects. 

To  single  out  the  schools  which  have  made  somewhat  better  progress 
than  others  in  this  District  might  create  a  little  jealousy,  but  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  here  that  the  school  municipality  of  Clarendon,  the 
largest  in  this  District,  is  in  school  matters  the  most  public  spirited. 

The  Chairman,  Commissioners  and  excellent  Secretary  discharge  their 
respective  duties  most  faithfully. 

As  my  bulletin  and  correspondence  will  show,  I  have,  made  one  visit 
throughout  the  entirety  of  my  District,  covering  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
six  miles  of  travel ;  also,  a  partial  visit,  including  trips  to  certcun  localities 
to  assist  in  the  promotion  of  new  school  districts,  making  in  all  some 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty-four  miles  and  occupying  one  hundred  and 
twelve  days  on  the  road. 

The  travelling  expenses  reduce  my  salary  a  little  over  two-fifths. 
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If  my  missionary  labors  in  the  cause  of  secular  education  hare  not  been 
productive  of  good,  then  it  has  not  been  from  any  lack  of  enei^y  or  self- 
sacrifice^  on  my  own  part  for  many  years  past. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

BOLTON  MAGRATH, 

Inspector  of  Sdiools. 


MR.  McGregor. 

Huntingdon,  14th  August,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  inspection  this  my  second  annual 
report  on  the  state  of  education  in  this  distiict. 

In  the  "  grand  statistical  table"  forwarded  to  the  Education  Department 
a  few  days  ago,  the  municipalities  are  classified  and  arranged  according  io 
the  instruction  contained  in  the  Superintendent's  circular  of  November. 
1882.  As  the  standing  of  the  schools  and  municipalities  can  only  be 
relatively  represented,  the  following  method  has  been  adopted  in  classifying^ 
them.  Each  school  in  the  difierent  municipalities  has  been  considered 
separately  in  reference  to  the  six  points  specified  in  the  said  circular,  viz. : 

1st.  The  manner  in  which  school  commissioners  and  secretary-trea- 
surers discharge  their  duties. 

2nd.  The  condition  of  school-houses. 

3rd.  School  apparatus. 

4th.  The  use  of  authorized  text-books. 

6th.  The  efficiency  of  teachers. 

6th.  The  salaries  of  teachers  and  method  of  payment. 

and  characterised  accordingly,  as,  excellent,  good,  middling,  bad,  or  very 
bad,  as  the  case  might  be.    The  class  of  schools  thus  found  most  numerous 
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in  any  municipality  characterized  that  municipality ;  and  its  standing  in. 
that  class  is  indicated  by  some  figure  from  1  to  10,  thus : 

Classification  and  arrangement  of  schools. 


Counties. 


Hochelaga 

HuntiDgrdon 

Beanhamois 

Cbfttaangiiay  . . . . 


Monicipalities. 


u 


Montreal . . . , 
Huntingdon 
Valleyfield  . 
Hawick  .... 
Ormstown.. 


C6te  8t-Antoine 
Chatham  No.  1 . . 
Franklin , 


Hochelaga  .... 
Aigentenil .... 
Huntingdon . . . 

Argenteuil 'Grenville  No.  2 

Huntingdon  ....  IGkxlmanchester 

St.-Anicet  (dis.) 


"          ... 

IC                  ,  ,  .  , 

Argenteuil    

a 

m    ■   •   •   4  • 

Huntingdon 

u          . .  • , 

«          .... 

ti 

Argenteuil 

Huntingdon  (dis.) . . . . 

Lachute 

8t-Andrew 

Elgin 

Hinchinbrook 


St-Anicet  No.  I 


Hayelock 


Orenville  No  1 


B.  5 
B.  4 
E.  4 
O.  6 
O.  6 
0.6 
G.  6 
G.  6 
G.  6 
G.  6 
G.  5 
G.  5 
G.4 
G.  4 
G.4 
G.4 
G.4 
G.3 
G.  3 


Counties. 


Municipalities. 


Argenteuil . 

Huntingdon 

(I 


<: 


u 


Grenville  No.  3 

Dundee 

Hemmingford 

Havelock  (dis.) 

Dundee  (dis.) 

Chftteauguay  ....  '8t.  Chrysos.  No.  2  (dis.) 

Huntingdon Hemmingford  (dis.)  . . 

Argenteuil Chatham  No.  2 

«  St.  Chrys.  No.  1  (dis.) . 

St.  R6gis 


Huntingdon , 


Argenteuil  . 
Huntingdon. 


II 


ti 


K 


Argenteuil 


(I 


(I 


K 


Wentworth 

Hinchinbrook  (dis.).. 
Godmanchester  (dis.). 
Ste.  Barbe 


St.  Anicet  No.  2 


Arundel 


Harriogton  No.  1 
Gore 


Harrington  No.  2  . . . . 


c  a 
3« 


G.  .^ 

G.  3 

G.3 

G.3 

G.  3 

G.3 

G.  3 

G.  2 

G.  2 

M.  » 

M.  & 

M.  » 

M.  & 

M.  5 

B.7 

B.  5 

B.5 

B.  5 

Bad. 


The  Protestant  commissioner^  of  the  municipality  of  the  city  of  Mon- 
treal have  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  astonishing  progress  made  by  the  pupils 
during  the  past  year  in  the  various  departments  of  their  well-appointed, 
^ell-conducted  schools.  Having  had  the  privilege  last  June  of  being  pre- 
sent  at  the  closing  of  Dorchester  Street  School,  I  observed  a  large  number 
receiving  prizes  for  "  general  proficiency,"  which  signified,  on  the  part  of 
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the  pupils  thus  fortunate,  the  attainment  of  75  per  cent,  of  the  total  number 
of  marks  at  the  Spring  examinations.  Yet  it  was  not  the  Dorchester  Street 
School  that  took  the  Costigan  prize  in  1882.  Probably  as  health  and  a 
robust  constitution  should  be  the  first  consideration,  the  requirements  of 
the  limit  table  were  a  little  too  much  both  for  teachers  and  pupils.  For 
teachers,  because  the  state  of  the  finance  necessitated  a  reduction  in  their 
number  in  some  of  the  schools ;  and  for  pupils,  because  of  their  tender 
age. 

We  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  two  of  our  teachers— F.  S. 
Haight,  M.A.,  Principal  of  the  Senior  School,  and  F.  C.  Haney,  Principal  of 
the  Dorchester  Street  School ;  both  gentlemen  have  passed  away  in  the 

prime  of  life,  and  in  the  midst  of  their  usefulness. 

• 

Decided  progress  in  the  country  schools  is  not  so  apparent  as  it  is  in 
those  of  the  city.  In  fact,  in  regard  to  arithmetic,  when  comi>ared  with 
last  year,  they  seem  to  have  fallen  behind,  but  in  other  subjects  they  are 
doing  well.  Whether  this  be  in  consequence  of  our  competitive  examina- 
tions remains  to  be  seen.  It  may  be  that  those  subjects  requiring  the 
exercise  of  memory  more  than  that  of  the  understanding  or  judgment 
received  greater  attention  as  a  preparation  for  the  competition ;  but  if  so. 
we  hope  to  be  able  to  rectify  that  error. 

Through  the  kindness  and  generosity  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rexford,  Protes- 
tant Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  three  handsome  and 
valuable  prizes,  the  gifts  of  himself,  and  of  S.  E.  Dawson,  Esq.,  and  WilUam 
Drysdale,  Esq.,  of  Montreal,  were  placed  at  our  disposal  to  be  given*  to  the 
best  teachers  and  scholars  in  the  country  parts  of  our  inspection  district. 
Mr,  Dawson's  prizes  were  assigned  to  be  competed  for  by  the  schools  in  the 
county  of  Argenteuil ;  and  those  of  Mr.  Drysdale  and  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rex- 
ford,  to  those  in  the  district  of  Beauhamois. 

The  competition  in  Argenteuil  was  held  at  Lachute  on  the  16th  of  Jane 
last,  when  the  pupils  of  St.  Andrew's  Village  School  won  the  Dawson  prize 
for  their  teacher — Miss  Blanche  Smith — ^with  46  per  cent,  of  the  marks ; 
and  George  Patterson  of  the  same  school  won  the  Dawson  prize  to  the  best 
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scholar  by  making  62^  per  cent.    The  other  competitors,  who  made  over 
33J  per  cent,  of  the  marks,  are  the  following  : 


Manicipalities. 


St.  Andrews. .. 
Chatham  No.  1. 
St.  Andrews. .. 
Chatham  No.  I. 


u 


No.  1. 


Lachnte 

St.  Andrews . . . 
Qrenville  No.  1. 


o  « 


Teachers'  name. 


<{ 


No.  1. 


St.  Andrews. .. 
Grenville  No.  1. 


« 


No.  3. 


2 


5 

1 


1    Miss  B.Smith 


«    Cora  Short. 


«    B.  Smith 


"    Cora  Smith. 


II 


tt 


II 


<'    Susie  Doig 
«    B.  Smith . . 


"    F.H.  Moss 


II 


it 


«    B.  Smith, 


"    F.H.  Moss 


•*    A.  McEdward 


A. 


A. 


A 

A. 

E. 

A. 

E. 

E. 

A. 

E. 

E. 


Pupils'  name. 


Geo.  Paterson  . 
Annie  Noyer  . , 
L.  McMartin  . 
Mary  Eaine  . . . 
M.  Whelehan.. 
M.  Eodgers.... 
Eva  McMartin, 
Al.  Whinfield. 
Wm.  Walker  . 
Wm.  McMartin 
Ed.  Whinfield 
Hannah  Kelly 


si  9 

»  a 


62i 

60J 

55} 

61} 

51 

43} 

43} 

41 

37} 

37} 

37 

37 


The  competition  in  the  district  of  Beauharnois  for  the  Drysdale  and 
Rexford  prizes  was  more  numerously  attended  and  much  better  sustained, 
resulting  in  the  pupils  of  school  No.  1,  Huntingdon,  held  in  the  Hunting- 
don Academy,  gaining  the  Drysdale  prize  for  their  teacher — Miss  Mary- 
Watson  ;  and  G-eorgina  Watson  of  the  same  school  carried  off  Mr.  Rexford's 
prize.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  successful  competitors,  their  teachers' 
names,  the  schools  to  which  they  belong,  and  the  percentage  made  : 
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Mimicipalities. 


Huntingdon . 
Ormstown.... 


5 


Huntingdon 


u 


1 

5 
1 


Qnnstown. 


u 


Godmanchester. 
Hinchinbrook  . 
Ormstown 

Qodnuuichester. 
Hinchinbrook  . 


(^mstown, 


3 

5 

4 


Teachen^  names. 


MissMaiy  Watson.. 
«  Mag.  Campbell, 
«    Mary  Watson. 


u 


u 


u 


<a 

a 


PapUs'  name. 


I 


C  6 

'II 


£. 


u 


Georgina  Watson. 76.7 

Annie  McGill '  64.4 


«    Mag.  Campbell. 
«    A.  Outterson.., 


«    M.  T.  Lindsay 
u    Mc  William... 


u 


Huntingdon . . . 
Qodmanchester. 


Ormstown, 


Hinchinbrook 


Dundee . . . 
Ormstown . 


Dundee. 


Mr.  Anderson 

Miss  M.  Campbell 
«    Outterson  .. 


«    Mc  William. 


Mrs.  Booth. 


«    Carrie  Daiglish 63. T 

Robina  Graham >  62.4 


CI 


tt 


u 


Mary  McCoYle 50.8 

I 
Liaaie  Mcintosh 50.0 

I 

Lena  Craig , 46.8 

"     Thomas  Harkness 46.6 

Lo  isaFofiter 41.5 


(( 


tt 


Sarah  McGill 38.9 

Janet  Bice 38.4 


«    EdwardLucas 37.9 


Franklin.. 
St.  Anicet. 


1 

10 
3 
1 
6 
9 
6 
3 
4 


Miss  T.  Boss 


«    M.  Campbell. 
«    M.  Watson  . 


"    M.  £.  Johnson. 


M. 

E. 


u 


«    T.  Boss, 


"  S.  0.  Coulter. 

«  Annie  Grant. 

«  T.  Mcintosh 

((  Annie  Grant. 


«    T.  McLean  . 
«    Marg.  Finn. 


M. 


£. 


u 


Susan  NiTen 36.4 

Emma  Todd... 36.1 


John  Campbell 

Jennie  Cunningham 
Annie  Massam 


Mary  Spindlo.... 
Kancy  Buddick.. 

Mary  Moody 

Andrew  Hneston 


« 


Annie  Moody. 
Fiank  Blair. . 


Minnie  McGanrey. 


36.1 
35.3 
34.9 
34.7 
34.5 
34.5 
33.6 
33.6 
33.5 
33.4 


The  rest  making  less  than  83^  x^r  cent,  received  no  prizes. 

A  special  prize  was  awarded  to  Nettie  O'Neil,  Elgin  No.  3,  for  being 
the  best  reader. 

The  subjects  in  which  the  pupils  were  examined  were  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  dictation,  grammar,  geography,  BritiBh,  Canadian,  and  sacred 
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history,  book-keeping,  and  drawing,  including  map-making.  In  conducting 
these  examinations  the  teachers  themselves,  the  resident  clergymen  and 
others  aid  us  greatly. 

Teachers.— There  are  399  teachers— 79  male  and  320  female.  Of  the 
male  teachers,  29  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  chiefly  in  connection  with  the 
Independent  Schools,  and  one  in  Harrington  No.  1,  have  no  diploma  of 
qualification.  Of  the  female  teachers,  68  in  the  city  connected  with  Inde- 
pendent Schools,  and  8  in  the  country  have  no  diplomas.  In  regard  to  the 
29  male  and  68  female  teachers  in  connection  with  the  Independent  Schools 
of  Montreal,  I  should  have  said  that  diplomas  are  not  required  of  them  as 
they  are  required  of  the  teachers  of  the  schools  under  control  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction.  Many  of  the  male  teachers  have  their  Univer- 
sity degrees.  The  commissioners  give  as  a  reason  for  engaging  such,  the 
difficulty  of  getting  qualified  teachers.  Truly,  this  difficulty  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  when  we  consider  the  small  encouragement  they  get  to 
qualify  themselves  properly  for  being  teachers.  The  average  salary  for  a 
country  female  teacher  during  the  twelve  calendar  months  is  $138.58,  or 
11.54i  per  month.  The  aunual  average  salary  for  a  female  teacher  in  the 
city  is  $326.41,  or  2*7.201^  per  month.  In  the  interests  of  education  all 
second-class  diplomas  should  be  revoked  and  a  regular  course  of  training 
in  the  Normal  School  be  enforced.  Then  our  high-toned  teachers  would 
comiaand  high-toned  salaries,  and  a  high-toned  education  would  doubtless 
be  the  result. 

Pupils. — ^There  are  4, 731  pupils  from  7  to  14  years  of  age  in  the  country 
parts  of  my  inspection  district,  and  there  are  4,956  pupils  of  all  ages  attend- 
ing school  from  the  same  territory.  In  some  municipalities  all  the  children 
from  7  to  14  years  of  age  do  not  attend  school,  but  in  others  they  attend 
before  7  and  continue  after  they  are  14  years  of  age.  The  attendance  in  the 
Public  Schools  of  Montreal  is  5,191,  and  iii  the  Independent  Schools,  1,046, 
making  the  Montreal  attendance  6,237.  The  whole  number  attending 
school  in  this  district  is  11,198,  an  increase  of  99  over  that  of  last  year. 

Commissioners. — ^The  commissioners  and  trustees  generally  are  keenly 
alive  to  the  interests  and  comfort  of  the  young,  yet  the  condition  of  the 
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schools  and  school-houses  does  not  keep  pace  with  the  material  wealth  of 
the  municipalities.  There  are,  however,  some  municipalities  that  deserve 
special  mention.  The  commissioners  of  Grodmanchester  in  the  county  of 
Huntingdon,  at  a  regular  meeting,  held  last  April,  resolved  to  build  four 
new  school-houses  before  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  September,  1884,  to 
have  all  their  ten,  then  first-class  school-houses,  furnished  with  improved 
desks,  etc.,  to  have  the  grounds  levelled,  fenced  in,  and  planted  with  shade 
trees,  and  authorized  the  secretary-treasurer — ^Eobert  Hyudman,  Esq.,  and 
the  writer  to  purchase  and  place  a  set  of  maps  and  a  twelve-inch  globe  in 
each  of  their  ten  schools.  They  are  also  increasing  the  salaries  of  their 
teachers  for  the  current  year.  Can  we  wish  for  better  signs  than  these  of 
the  revival  of  letters  ?  The  accomplishment  of  all  this  will  place  Grodman- 
chester next  year  in  the  first  class,  and  her  commissioners  will  have  the 
blessing  of  the  young  forever. 

There  is  a  handsome  new  building  being  erected  for  school  purposes 
close  to  the  High  School  in  Montreal. 

The  commissioners  of  St.  Anicet  No.  2,  thoroughly  repaired  one  of  their 
schools  last  fall  and  erected  a  new  first-class  school-house  this  summer,  and 
are  making  preparations  for  building  two  more  next  spring. 

The  recently  constituted  parish  of  St.  Barbe  acts  with  commendable 
zeal.  The  commissioners  feel  that  they  have  formerly  been  neglected,  and 
are  deteimined  to  lose  no  more  time.  They  have  divided  the  parish  into 
four  districts,  have  opened  two  schools,  and  are  now  preparing  to  build 
three  new  school-houses  in  order  to  have  the  four  schools  in  operation  dul^ 
ing  the  next  winter.     Huntingdon  and  Valleyfield  schools  are  kept   in 

0 

excellent  order,  and  are  well  furnished.  Hemmingford  did  well  last  fall 
but  more  is  badly  needed.  Havelock  has  commenced  to  replace  some  of  the 
old  school-houses  by  new  ones.  A  few  new  ones  are  required  in  Ormstown 
and  one  in  Hawick  to  correspond  with  the  wealth  of  these  municipalities. 
The  school-houses  of  the  other  municipalities  require  thorough  overhauliu?. 

The  commissioners  and  trustees  in  every  instance,  so  far  as  I  can  ascer- 
tain, adopted  such  as  were  applicable  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Super- 
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intendent's  Circular  of  April,  1883.  A  uniform  series  of  the  authorized 
text -books,  almost  similar  for  the  whole  district,  is  to  be  enforced  during  the 
current  year  ;  and  the  recommended  course  •  of  study  is  favorably  received 
by  all.  And  now  I  confidently  assert  that  the  introduction  of  the  uniform 
series  of  text-books  and  of  the  course  of  study  coupled  with  the  visit  of  the 
Rev.  Elson  I.  Rexford  will  mark  a  prosperous  era  in  the  history  of  educa- 
tion in  this  section  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

Secretary-Treasurers. — ^The  books  and  accounts  of  the  secretary-treasurers 
are  well  kept,  and  are,  with  few  exceptions,  annually  audited  by  order  of 
the  commissioners  or  trustees,  who  cause  a  certified  statement  to  be  pub- 
lished, when  convenient,  in  the  local  papers.  Most  of  the^  teachers  are 
promptly  paid  at  the  expiration  of  their  term,  but  there  are  still  a  few  that 
have  reason  to  complain.  The  work  of  collecting  the  assessment  is  annu- 
ally becoming  less  troublesome.  The  secretaries  are  always  selected  from 
amongst  the  most  intelligent  class,  and  they  invariably  prove  the  wisdom 
of  the  selection  by  their  commendable  zeal  in  the  cause  of  education. 

The  inspector  made  264  official  visits  without  counting  those  to  the 
twenty-six  Independent  Schools ;  visited  the  schools  in  operation  in  Argen- 
teuil  once,  and  all  the  rest  in  his  district  twice ;  travelled  about  3,015  miles 
without  counting  additional  distances  in  consulting  secretary-treasurers  or 
any  special  journey ;  held  12  competitive  examinations,  which,  I  trust,  will 
be  the  means  of  doing  some  good ;  distributed  *768  prizes,  principally  for 
regularity,  improvement  in  writing,  good  conduct,  and  general  proficiency ; 
strove  by  all  possible  means  to  secure  more  regular  attendance  with 
encouraging  success.  The  percentage  of  daily  average  attendance  in  all  the 
elementary  schools  under  control  is  66.3  ;  in  Montreal  alone  94.9,  taking  the 
month  of  November  last ;  and  in  the  country  schools  78,  an  increase  of  lY 
over  that  of  last  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JAMES  McaREOOR, 

School  Inspector. 
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ME.  McLAUaHLIN 

SwEETSBUBO,  Oct.  6  1883. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  schools  in 
my  district  of  inspection  for  the  current  year.  During  the  year,  I  have 
visited  twice  all  the  schools  that  were  in  operation,  excepting  the  schools 
of  Gh:anby,  which  I  did  not  visit  last  winter,  and  the  five  schools  in  the 
adjoining  mijnicipalities  of  Milton  dissentient  and  Ste.  Pudentienne  dissen- 
tient.   I  have  been  able  to  visit  all  of  them  this  summer. 

I  should  easily  have  visited  those  that  were  omitted  last  winter,  were 
it  not  for  the  time  spent  in  attending  the  conferences  of  Protestant  Insi>ec- 
tors  at  Quebec,  and  the  time  spent  in  holding  Teachers  Meetings  at  Knowl- 
ton  and  Bedford,  and  in  attending  the  meetings  of  the  School  Commission- 
ers of  Brome  and  Missisquoi. 

In  conformity  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  circular  of 
November  last,  I  have  held  Teachers  Meetings  at  Enowlton,  Bedford  and 
Waterloo.  The  two  first  in  January  and  the  last  one  in  August.  Each  of 
these  meetings  was  well  attended  and  interesting,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  they  will  prove  useful. 

Rev.  Mr.  Rexford,  secretary  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
was  present  at  each  of  these  meetings,  aAd  gave  very  valuable  assistance^ 
explaining  clearly  the  proposed  "  Course  of  Study,"  and  giving  the  teachers 
many  useful  hints  as  to  the  management  of  schools  and  the  best  method  of 
teaching  several  of  the  elementary  branches. 

The  conferences  of  school  commissioners  of  each  of  the  three  counties 
comprised  in  this  district,  called  by  Eev.  Mr.  Eexford,  to  consider  certain 
changes  proposed  in  the  management  of  school  matters,  were  fully  attended. 
The  points  contained  in  your  circular  of  April  last,  were  deliberated  upon 
A^nd  a  pretty  unanimous  feeling  manifested  in  favor  of  the  changes  pro- 
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posed.     An  important  featnre  of  the  work  of  this  year,  is  the  endeavor  to 
bring  about  the  improvements  recommended. 

Several  of  the  large  municipalities  have  undertaken  to  carry  out  the 
greater  part  of  the  programme.  It  is  too  soon  to  pronounce  decidedly  as  to 
the  degree  of  success  that  will  attend  these  undertakings.  I  have  strong 
hopes  however,  that  we  shall  soon  see  these  changes  accomplished  in  all 
the  important  particulars.  • 

"  Boarding  around  "  which  has  so  long  been  a  reproach  to  so  many  of 
the  municipalities  of  this  district,  may  now  be  regarded  as  a  custom  of  the 
past.  Every  municipality,  so  far  a^  I  know,  will  cheerfully  conform  to  this 
requirement. 

As  to  a  uniform  series  of  text  books  for  the  schools,  this  district  has 
for  some  time  past,  been  provided  with  them.  We  have  a  uniformity  not 
merely  in  each  municipality,  but  throughout  the  entire  district.  I  do  not 
know  that  we  shall  be  able  to  maintain  this  uniformity,  as  enterprising 
publishers  are  making  strong  attempts  to  introduce  other  books,  and  are 
offering  tempting  terms  to  the  different  School  Boards. 

"  The  Course  of  Study  "  I  regard  as  a  very  important  article  in  the  pro- 
gramme of  improvements,  and  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  introduce  it  into 
the  schools.  There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  adopting  it  with  scholars  of  the 
first  or  youngest  class,  and  having  these  continue  through  the  course. 
Enterprising  and  persevering  teachers  would  find  no  insuperable  difficulty 
in  introducing  the  whole  course  into  their  schools,  without  much  delay. 
The  engagement  of  teachers  for  a  single  term  of  eight  months,  at  least,  is 
also  an  imi)ortant  move,  a  necessary  one,  in  many  resp  ects,  and  particularly 
necessary  for  the  successful  introduction  and  working  of  the  course  of 
study. 

Many  of  the  towns  have  engaged  their  teachers  for  the  ensuing  school 
year,  instead  of  engaging  for  a  term  of  four  months  as  heretofore :  Brome, 
Potton,  Sutton  and  Dunham  for  instance  ;  other  towns  have  not  yet  done  so. 
I  have  little  doubt  that  these  also  will  conform  to  this  requirement  when 
they  understand  that  is  the  law.    The  continuous  term  has  many  conside- 
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rations  in  its  favor,  and  its  practicability  cannot  be  questioned.  It  is 
worked  successfully  on  three  sides  of  us.  I  am  satisfied  that  in  order  to 
have  a  systematic  course  of  study  successfully  carried  out  we  must  have  a 
continuous  school  year. 

As  regards  school  buildings,  there  has  been  but  little  done  during  the 
year.  Potton  has  built  some  new  school  houses,  and  one  or  two  have  been 
built  in  other  towns. 

A  rery  good  set  of  rooms  adapted  to  the  use  of  a  graded  school  has 
been  opened  in  the  new  Town  Hall  at  Cowansville,  and  a  promising  graded 
school  is  now  at  work  in  the  building. 

The  schools  of  the  district  have  as  usual  been  doing  fair  work.  The 
school  boards  and  secretary-treasurers  discharge  their  duties  faithfully.  As 
a  very  general  rule  finances  are  well  managed,  and  the  teachers  are  paid 
promptly.    The  statistics  of  the  district  are  much  the  same  as  last  year. 

This  district  has  been  long  settled  and  the  population,  at  least  the  Ensr- 
lish  speaking  portion,  is  nearly  stationary  as  to  numbers,  consequently  the 
number  of  children,  attending  school,  cannot  vary  very  much. 

""  I  continue  the  practice  of  reporting  the  schools  to  the  commissioners 
after  each  visit  in  all  the  larger  municipalities.  In  this  way  I  can  assist 
them  in  keeping  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the  respective  teachers,  the 
condition  of  the  school  buildings  and  other  particulars  connected  with 
school  work. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  statistics  from  the  table  of  grand  totals. 
There  are  228  school  districts  with  2Vj  elementary  schools  in  operation 
during  the  year,  attended  by  5049  pupils.  4  that  I  have  classed  as  model 
schools  with  lit  pupils.  14  classed  as  academies  with  99Y  students.  Total 
number  of  schools  in  activity  235.  Total  number  of  pupils,  6163.  Number 
of  boys,  31tl ;  number  of  girls,  2992.  Under  the  control  of  commissioners 
198  schools  ;  of  trustees  25  ;  independent  12. 

I  report  as  mixed  elementary  schools  all  that  are  attended  by  any 
Catholic  children,  although,  in  many  cases,  this  attendance  is  temporary ; 
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consequently  a  school  classed  as  mixed  this  year,  may  be  reported  as  Pro- 
testant next  year  and  "vice  versa."  There  are  ^6  purely  Protestant, 
attended  by  1537*  pupils,  and  141  mixed  attended  by  3612. 

In  classifying  the  municipalities  as  directed,  in  your  circular  of  Nov- 
ember last,  I  have  only  taken  into  account  the  condition  of  school  matters 
prior  to  the  first  of  July  last.  I  have  no  municipalities  that,  taking  all  cir- 
cumstances into  account,  deserve  to  be  ranked  as  bad  or  very  bad.  At  least 
I  do  not  wish  to  report  them  as  such  in  this,  my  first  classification.  Those 
that  accomplished  the  least,  are  often  struggling  against  serious  difficulties, 
and  making  sacrifices  that  others  ranking  as  good  are  not  required  to  make. 

I  have  consequently  arranged  them  in  three  classes,  i,  il,  ill.  The 
lowest  on  the  list,  viz,  those  in  class  ill,  ate  mostly  dissentients.  These  in 
many  cases  find  it  very  difficult  to  keep  up  schools  at  all. 

From  present  indications,  there  will  be  quite  a  different  classification 
next  year,  as  several  municipalities  that  have  hitherto  been  somewhat 
remiss  in  school  matters  have  taken  up  the  suggestions  contained  in  your 
circular  of  April  last,  and  are  carrying  them  out  with  commendable  prompt- 
ness. These  municipalities  will  probably  have  a  quite  different  standing 
by  another  year. 

I  submit  the  following,  as  the  present  classification  : 

CLASS   I. 

Waterloo,  Q-ranby  Village,  St.  Damien,  Graliby,  Philipsburgh,  Dunham 
Flat,  Cowansville,  East  Famham,  Brome. 

GLASS   II. 

Sutton,  Freligsburgh,  Clarenceville,  Dunham,  Sheffbrd,  St.  Thomas,  St. 
Ignace,  Notre-Dame-des-Anges,  Town  of  Famham,  (diss.).  South  Stukely, 
Potton,  East  Bolton,  West  Bolton. 
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0LA8S  III. 

West  Famham,  (diss.),  North  Ely,  North  Ely,  (diss.).  South  Ely,  (diss.), 
North  Stnkely,  (diss.),  Ste.  Pudentienne,  (diss.),  Soxton  Falls,  (diss.),  St 
Sebastien,  (diss.),  St.  Alphonse,  (diss.) 

For  further  particulars  regarding  the  condition  of  the  schools,  I  wonld 
respectfully  refer  to  the  statistical  tables,  lately  forwarded  and  to  the  bulle- 
tins of  inspection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  A.  Mclaughlin, 

Schoid  Inspector. 
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MR.  McMAHON. 
(Translation.) 

t 

Ste.  Rose,  31st  Atignst,  1888. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  yon  my  report  for  1882-88,  together  with 
my  grand  statistical  table,  which  I  have  endeavored  to  make  as  exact  as 
possible. 

In  this  report  I  will  say  as  little  as  possible  about  the  management  of 
school  matters  in  the  city  of  Montreal.  A  much  more  important  and  de- 
tailed report  than  any  I  could  give  should  now  be  before  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  in  Council ;  I  mean  the  report  of  the  royal  commission.  What 
will  be  the  result  of  an  investigation  which  lasted  for  several  months  ?  is 
the  question  all  are  asking.  Let  us  hope  that  the  expenses  caused  by  so 
lengthy  an  inquiry  will  have  some  other  effect  than  a  useless  waste  of 
public  money. 

I  will  simply  state  that  the  schools  of  that  city  have,  this  year,  as  in  the 
past,  given  their  pupils  a  religious  and  practical  education,  which  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  four  more  fine  academies  under  the 
control  of  the  Catholic  Commissioners,  namely :  the  Brothers'  and  Nuns' 
academies  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Joseph  and  St.  Anne,  in  Montreal,  making 
up  the  number  of  schools  in  the  city  under  control  to  thirty.  They  are 
attended  by  9,000  pupils  and  comprise  150  large  classes,  each  of  which 
requires  from  the  inspector,  as  much  time  as  the  inspection  of  an  ordinary 
county  school. 

I  devoted  a  whole  day  to  the  inspection  of  a  good  many  of  these 
schools,  which  time  is,  in  many  cases,  far  from  sufficient.  The  work  has 
been  harder  for  me  this  year  than  usual,  because  I  had  not  the  advantage  of 
being  accompanied,  as  formerly,  by  Mr.  XT.  E.  Archambault,  the  local  super- 
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intendent  for  the  city,  who  had  to  be  in  attendance  upon  the  royal  commis- 
sion. 

I  must  however  do  all  the  teachers,  both  lay  and  religious,  the  credit 
of  stating  that  they  spared  no  pains  to  make  my  task  easy. 

In  the  schools  of  the  western  part  of  the  city,  which  have  not  hitherto 
been  under  control,  I  insisted  upon  the  necessity  of  teaching  French,  a  lan- 
guage which  is  so  necessary  in  this  country,  and  which  persons  belonging 
to  the  highest  society  in  Europe  and  America  deem  it  an  honor  to  learn, 
and  I  was  promised  that  it  would  be  done  in  future. 

In  the  county  of  Hochelaga  there  are  also  several  schools,  each  of 
which  requires  an  entire  day  to  inspect ;  such  as  the  boys  and  girls'  schools 
in  St.  Henry  des  Tanneries,  Ste.  Cunegonde,  St.  Grabriel,  St.  Jean  Baptiste 
and  Hochelaga.  Each  of  the  ten  schools  of  these  localities,  has  an  average 
of  500  pupils  having  40  classes  of  from  60  to  60  each. 

Unfortunately  I  cannot  always  give  the  necessary  time  to  these  inspec- 
tions. Taking  from  the  twelve  months  the  vacation,  holidays,  Sundays 
and  holidays  and  days  when  the  weather  is  too  bad,  the  insi)ector  has 
hardly  six  months  left.  In  my  division  there  are  148  male  and  238  female 
teachers,  386  in  all,  and  this  will  give  an  idea  of  the  number  of  classes  to 
be  examined,  and  show  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  insi)ector  to  give  to  each 
school  the  time  necessary  for  a  minute  inspection.  Fortunately  these 
schools  are  under  the  careful  supervision  of  the  cures  of  each  locality  and 
of  enlightened  and  zealous  commissioners,  so  that  they  have  nothing  to 
complain  of  in  this  respect. 

'The  most  remarkable  schools  of  this  county,  apart  from  those  I  have 
just  mentioned,  are  those,  both  for  boys  and  girls,  of  Mile  End,  Coteau  St. 
Louis,  Cote  des  Neiges,  Cote  St.  Paul,  Sault  au  RfecoUet  Villi^e,  Pointe  aux 
Trembles  Village,  Longue  Pointe  Village,  and  the  two  mixed  schools  of 
Cote  St.  Michel.  The  average  attendance  at  these  two  schools  is  from  100 
to  150.    They  are  all  very  good. 

All  the  other  schools  of  the  county  are  mixed,  that  is,  the  pupils  are  of 
both  sexes  and  are  good,  some  even  very  good,  except  the  Catholic  school 


93 


of  Petite  Cote  Visitation,  which  I  consider  inferior.  This  is  not  the  fault  of 
the  teacher,  but  is  due  to  the  irregular  attendance  of  the  pupils. 

I  consider  it  my  duty  to  say  with  reference  to  the  Protestant  school 
corporations  of  the  county,  that  both  commissioners  and. trustees,  display 

I      much  good  will  in  the  encouragement  of  their  schools. 

r 

Thus  the  municipalities  of  Verdun,  Cote  St.  Paul,  St.  Henri,  Cote  St. 
Antoine,  Outremont,  Petite  Cote  Visitation,  Hochelaga  and  Longue  Pointe 
are  provided  with  school  houses  which  do  them  credit. 

There  only  remain  Notre  Dame  de  Gnkce,  St.  Jean  Baptiste,  Mile  End 
and  Coteau  St.  Louis,  which  are  as  yet  unprovided,  but  know  that  in  each 
of  these  localities,  owing  to  the  good  will  of  those  interested,  this  state  of 
affairs  will^oon  cease. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  you  for  having  relieved  me  from  the  duty 
of  inspecting  the  Protestant  schools  of  the  county  of  Hochelaga. 

The  number  of  Catholic  schools  and  especially  the  number  of  Catholic 

K     pupils  in  my  divison  is  so  great  that  I  am  of  opinion  that  an  inspector  will 

soon  be  needed  only  for  the  city  and  another  for  the  counties  of  Hochelaga 

and  Laval. 

« 

The  work  is  so  great  that  last  spring,  I  thought  I  would  die  of  fatigue. 
As  to  the  Catholic  municipalities  of  Hochelaga,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  there 
is  only  one  now  in  the  whole  county  which  has  not  its  school  house. 

This  year  again,  two  old  houses  have  been  replaced  by  new  ones ;  one 
in  the  upper  part  of  Sault  au  RecoUet,  the  other  in  Cote  St.  Leonard  of  Lon- 
gue Pointe,  and  a  very  convenient  house  has  been  built  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  parish  of  Riviere  des  Prairies. 

I  Finally,  the  entire  county  of  Hochelaga  deserves  praise,  both  on  account 

of  the  good  will  of  the  rate-payers  and  commissioners,  and  on  account  of 
the  progress  of  the  pupils,  and  consequently  of  the  application  and  capacity 
of  the  teachers.  I  may  add  that  the  accounts  are  well  kept  by  the  secre- 
tary-treasurers and  the  teachers  are  regularly  paid. 
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The  number  of  classes  in  this  county  in  the  schools  under  control  ie 
over  one  hundred,  and  the  number  of  pupils  exceeds  8,000. 

The  fine  county  of  Laval,  comprising  five  parishes,  has  2Y  schools  under 
control,  attended  by  over  2,000  pupils. 

The  convents  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  Ste.  Hose  and  St.  Martin  give  to 
their  numerous  pupils  an  education  which  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired 
from  a  religious  and  scientific  point  of  view.  They  are  under  the  Sisters 
of  Providence  and  the  Sisters  of  Ste.  Croix.  In  the  Village  of  St.  Vincent 
de  Paul  there  is  also  a  boys'  academy  under  the  Preres  de  St.  Viateur,  which 
I  have  always  found  excellent,  and  in  the  village  of  Ste.  Eose  under  the 
Freres  de  Ste.  Croix,  a  model  school  which  has  been  only  two  years  in 
existence,  but  which  is  already  very  good,  and  I  hope  may  soon  be  classed 
as  excellent. 

Next  year,  in  order  to  encourage  the  teachers  in  my  division  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  giving  the  names  of  those  who  are  the  most  distinguished 
and  I  am  sure  to  be  able  to  name  a  good  many. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  the  schools  under  control  in  my  division  is 
17,43t,  and  of  those  in  independent  institutions  12,192,  making  a  total  of 
29,629  as  shewn  in  my  grand  statistical  table. 

For  further  information  I  beg  to  refer  yoti  to  my  inspection  bulletins. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

S.  R  McMAHON, 

School  Inspector. 


95 


ME.  MILLEE 


Having  been  appointed  only  on  the  Slst  July  1883,  has  been  unable  to 
make  a  report,  and  as  to  the  statistics  of  his  district,  we  have  taken  those 
of  last  year,  furnished  by  his  predecessor,  the  late  Mr.  Dorval. 


ME.  NANTEL. 
{Translation.) 

St.  JfiROME,  15th  August,  1883. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  forward  you  my  inspection  report  for  the  school 
year  1882-81.  My  district  includes  the  counties  of  Terrebonne,  Two  Moun- 
tains and  a  portion  of  Argenteuil ;  it  is  increasing  every  day  on  account  of 
the  progress  made  by  colonization  in  this  part  of  the  country.  This  year, 
the  township  of  Doncaster  has  been  annexed  to  the  county  of  Terrebonne  : 
next  year  there  will  probably  be  new  schools  in  Arundel,  Wolfe  and  Mont- 
calm. 

There  are  this  year  in  my  district  of  inspection  150  educational  estab- 
lishments of  all  classes,  viz :  one  classical  college,  one  commercial  college, 
two  academies  for  boys,  seven  academies  for  girls,  four  model  schools  and 
134  elementary  schools,  of  which  182  are  under  control  and  five  indepen- 
dent. These  educational  establishments  are  attended  by  t530  children, 
and  the  attendance  has  been  on  an  average  over  78  per  cent,  which  is  really 
very  good,  if  we  take  into  account  the  exceptionally  bad  weather  we  had 
this  year. 

The  schools  that  have  been  best  kept  (I  do  not  speak  of  the  academies 
or  of  the  model  schools,  which  are  all  well  managed)  are  the  following  : 

lo.  In  the  county  of  Terrebonne  :  those  kept  by  Misses  M.  J.  Oorbeil, 
V.  Gtiuthier,  in  St.  J6r6me ;  0.  Chevalier,  in  St.  Sauveur ;  M.  Charbonneau, 
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L.  CBarbonneau,  in  Ste.  Adele ;  D.  Matte,  in  Ste.  Therese  (parish)  and  that 
of  Mr.  J.  P.  Viber,  Ste.  Therese  Village. 

2o.  In  the  county  of  Two  Mountains :  those  of  Misses  G.  Lafrance,  C- 
Giroux,  in  Ste.  Scholastique  ;  A.  GriflSn,  in  St.  Cannt,  No.  1 ;  D.  Daoust,  D. 
St.  Louis,  in  St.  Augustin ;  M.  Touchette,  E.  Paiement,  in  St.  Eustache. 

3o.  In  the  county  of  Argenteuil :  the  school  of  the  Village  St.  Andre^ 
kept  by  the  Reverend  SoBur  Jean  de  Marie,  de  la  Providence.  These  schools 
are  really  worthy  of  note. 

The  other  elementary  schools  under  control  may  be  classified  as  fol- 
lows :  25  have  deserved  the  note  very  good  and  have  given  fall  satisfaction  ; 
61  the  note  satisfactory,  and  24  the  note  inferior.  There  are  no  really  bad 
schools  ;  some  are  very  inferior  and  I  found  children  attending  them  very 
little  advanced  indeed,  but  I  ascribe  this  want  of  progress  to  the  non-at- 
tendance of  the  scholars. 

As  I  have  been  only  appointed  inspector  this  year,  and  as  this  is  my 
first  visit,  I  cannot  assure  you  if  the  progress  made  has  been  considerable  ; 
I  must  however  say  that  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the  work  done 
during  the  year.  I  everywhere  found  persons  willing  and  sincerely  desi- 
rous of  helping  me  in  my  arduous  task. 

I  would  have  much  to  say,  if  I  wished  to  give  you  a  recital  of  my  im- 
pressions as  a  new  insi)ector,  impressions  which  were  often  painftil  at  the 
sight  of  school  houses,  which  I  was  about  to  visit  for  the  first  time.  I 
found,  }n  far  too  many  municipalities  school  houses  too  small  and  too  low,  the 
furniture  incomplete  and  defective.  Very  frequently  during  my  visits  I 
asked  myself  :  How  many  school  houses  beyond  reproach  would  there 
be  in  my  district  of  insi>ection  if  I  were  to  insist  on  their  conforming  in  all 
resi>ect8  with  the  school  laws  ?  The  number  of  such  schools  would  be 
very  smaU.  Besides,  you  have  been  in  a  position  to  ascertain  this  yourself 
by  the  inspection  bulletins,  which  I  have  forwarded  to  you  and  in  which 
I  have  made  a  true  report  of  everything  that  was  wanting  in  each  school. 
The  contents  of  these  inspection  bulletins  are  the  reason  why  several 
municipalities  have  found  me  too  exacting.    How  can  this  be  so  when  the 
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happiness  and  health  of  the  children  are  at  stake  ?  I  do  not  believe  it  and  I 
am  resolved  to  follow  out  the  line  of  conduct  which  I  have  laid  out  for 
myself;  to  unmercifully  denounce  all  I  find  to  be  reprehensible  in  my 
inspection  tour ;  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  render  the  teaching  in  my 
schools  more  practical  and  more  rational,  to  battle  against  the  system  of 
learning  things  Jy  rote  and  like  parrots ;  this  is  what  I  undertook  to  do 
when  I  accepted  the  situation  of  school  inspector.  Shall  I  be  supported 
in  my  endeavours?  Shall  I  obtain  what  I  desire?  I  hope  so.  What 
strengthens  me  in  this  hope,  is  that  there  is  already  great  progress  made  ; 
above  all  in  the  buildings  and  the  school  furniture.  The  rate-payers  begin 
to  understand  that  education  is  valuable  and  are  better  disposed  to  make 
some  sacrifices  to  obtain  it. 

Many  municipalities,  especially  St.  Augustin,  Ste.  Scholastique,  St. 
Eustache,  St.  Benoit,  Ste.  Th6r^se,  St.  J6r6me,  have  found  out  that  they 
should  not  be  too  parsimonious  when  the  education  of  their  children  is 
at  stake  and  have  courageously  entered  upon  the  road  to  progress.  Since 
two  or  three  years  several  good  school  houses  have  been  built  in  these 
municipalities.    The  impetus  is  given  and  the  good  work  is  spreading. 

The  schools  under  control  may  be  divided  as  follows  with  reference 
to  the  buildings  and  furniture :  52  are  good,  being  for  the  most  part, 
new  or  repaired  recently,  88  are  good  enough  and  can  still  last  several 
years  ;  3Y  are  inferior  and  should  be  rebuilt ;  finally  15  are  almost  uninha- 
bitable. From  this  latter  number  6  should  be  struck  off*  as  they  are  already 
rebuilding  them ;  the  others  will  be  renewed  very  soon ;  I  am  assured 
of  this  by  the  commissioners  of  the  municipalities  in  which  they  are 
situated.  Among  the  schools  now  building,  I  would  mention  especially 
school  No.  6  of  Cote  St.  Jean,  of  St.  Benoit,  which  will  be,  I  think,  one  of 
the  finest  if  not  the  finest  in  my  district ;  the  rate-payers  of  this  district 
understand  this  truth,  too  often  overlooked :  the  school  house  should 
be  the  finest  in  the  range  and  nothing  should  be  spared  to  make  the  school 
house  attractive  and  liked  by  the  children. 

The  large  educational  establishments  newly  built  and  which  will  be 

ready  for  the  opening  of  the  classes,  are  the  college  of  Ste.  Th6rese,  the  con- 
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vent  of  Terrebonne,  and  the  convent  of  Ste.  Anne  des  Plaines.  These  build- 
ings are  really  magnificent  and  complete  in  all  respects. 

I  will  now,  take  the  liberty  of  making  a  few  remarks  on  what 
appeared  to  me  to  be  most  faulty  in  the  system  of  teaching  followed  in  our 
schools.  At  the  risk  of  repeating  for  the  hundredth  time  what  several  of 
my  colleagues  have  said,  and  better  than  I  could  say  it,  I  will  state  that  too 
much  attention  is  generally  given  to  learning  words  and  too  little  to  the 
meaning  of  those  words.  To  give  but  one  example,  reading.  Well,  in  a 
great  number  of  schools  they  have  what  is  called  explanatory  reading,  bat 
as  it  is  gone  through  it  is  not  an  explanatory  reading  in  the  least.  The 
teacher  makes  the  children  learn,  by  heart,  the  meaning  of  several  words 
at  the  beginning  of  each  lesson,  without  giving  any  explanations,  without 
paying  any  attention  whether  the  word  is  employed  in  a  literal  or  figura- 
tive sense,  without  thinking  that  sometimes  the  dictionary  meaning  is  as 
difficult  for  young  children  to  make  out  as  the  word  looked  for.  What 
happens  ?  The  children  do  not  understand  their  lesson  any  better,  although 
they  have  taken  great  pains  to  look  for  the  words  and  to  learn  the 
sense  of  them.  This  would  not  be  so  if  the  teacher  had  prepared  himself 
and  given  all  the  oral  explanations  necessary  before  having  the  lesson 
read  in  this  way ;  the  lesson  would  be  more  attractive,  more  in  harmony 
with  the  intelligence  of  the  children  and  consequently  far  more  profitable. 

Another  serious  fault  which  I  hope  to  correct,  is  that  in  several  schools, 
the  programme  of  studies  is  not  followed.  Thus  I  found  in  elementary 
schools  children  who  had  learned  the  whole  of  the  grammar,  elements  and 
syntax  and  all  the  rules  of  arithmetic ;  a  brilliant  result  if  it  were  real ;  but 
alas !  after  an  examination  I  found  that  these  children  had  gone  so  far 
that  they  had  forgotten  the  beginning.  I  do  not  wish,  let  it  be  remarked, 
to  retard  the  progress  of  the  children ;  what  I  wish  to  prevent  is  that 
teachers  should  begin  by  teaching  things  that  should  only  be  learnt  after 
years  of  study,  as  I  remarked,  in  some  schools,  where  the  children  had 
learned  the  syntax  of  participles  and  scarcely  knew  the  rules  of  the  agree- 
ment of  the  verb  with  its  subject ;  in  arithmetic,  they  had  arrived  at  rules 
on  compound  interest,  and  they  were  puzzled  by  an  easy  practical  problem 
in  simple  multiplication. 
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The  great  number  of  divisions  in  many  of  the  schools  is  another  great 
obstacle  to  progress.  1  found  in  one  school  4  divisions  for  5  scholars  who 
were  studying  grammar.  How  can  any  result  be  arrived  at  with  such  a 
state  of  affairs. 

These  are  the  things  which  have  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  most  defective 
in  teaching  in  general.  I  will  not  speak  of  the  special  faults  which  I 
observed  in  the  teaching  of  each  subject.  I  wilL  simply  say  that  I 
endeavour  to  make  them  disappear  by  teaching  class  myself  in  order  to 
show  the  teacher  what  they  should  do,  and  also  by  my  advice  and  my 
recommendations,  which  may  be  resumed  in  the  following  words :  give 
short  lessons  and  make  the  children  learn  so  as  to  be  able  to  explain  what 
they  have  learned  ;  and  do  not  let  any  word  pass  without  being  sure  that 
the  scholars  have  understood  it ;  frequently,  very  frequently,  recapitulate 
what  has  already  been  learnt. 

To  correct  all  faults  and  to  nip  the  evil  in  the  bud  there  should  be  a 
girls'  normal  school  in  this  part  of  the  Province.  Qrenerally,  pedagogical 
instruction  is  what  our  young  teachers  require  ;  they  are  willing  and  do 
all  in  their  power  to  succeed,  but  their  efforts  are  not  always  crowned  with 
success,  fdr  the  simple  reason  that  they  do  not  know  how  to  teach.  Three 
or  four  years  apprenticeship  are  required  to  learn  even  the  simplest  trade, 
and  yet,  for  the  difficult  art  of  teaching,  none  is  exacted.  It  is  a  real  ano- 
maly and  the  inspector  need  not  be  astonished  to  meet  ignorant  teachers  : 
he  should,  on  the  contrary,  be  astonished  not  to  meet  a  greater  number. 

With  regard  to  this  subject  I  will  hazard  a  suggestion. 

Could  not  the  Government  grant  a  small  subsidy  to  the  inspectors, 
so  that  they  might,  from  time  to  time,  give  pedagogical  lessons  to  their 
teachers  ?  We  have  le6tures  on  agriculture ;  why  should  not  there  be  lec- 
tures in  the  interest  of  public  instruction  ?  The  inspector,  during  his  visits 
could  meet  all  the  teachers  of  a  municipality  in  the  most  central  school, 
and  give  them  a  lecture.  In  such  a  lecture  he  would  speak  of  the  art  of 
teaching  and  would  explain  to  them  the  best  method  of  teaching ;  and,  if 
necessary,  by  combining  practice  with  theory,  he  might  teach  a  class  before 
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the  teachers  assembled  together.    It  seems  to  me  that  such  a  lecture  would 
have  good  results. 

I  attach  much  importance  to  the  teaching  of  agriculture  in  all  the 
schools.  Next  year,  I  will  give  a  special  prize  in  each  school  for  this  im- 
portant but  much  neglected  branch. 

I  meet  with  some  opposition  from  the  rate-payers  on  account  of  the 
teaching  of  .drawing,  but  I  hope,  with  time  and  perseverance,  to  overcome 
all. 

The  secretaries^  accounts  are  generally  well  kept.  I  ascertained  this  by 
examining  their  books  carefolly.  The  teachers  are  regularly  paid  in  this 
district. 

I  conclude  these  remarks  in  the  hope  that,  added  to  my  inspection  bul- 
letins and  to  my  grand  statisticiJ  table,  they  will  suffice  to  give  a  proper 
idea  of  the  state  of  my  district  of  in6i)ection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  P.  NANTEL, 

School  fnspedor. 
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ME.  PAQUET. 
(Translation,) 


Magdalen  Islands,  20tli  July,  1883. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  my  rejwrt  on  the  state  of  the  schools 
in  my  district  of  inspection  for  the  last  six  months  of  the  year  1882-83. 

I  forward  to  you  at  the  same  time  my  statistical  table. 

In  all  the  elementary  schools  of  my  district  irregular  attendance  is 
the  principal  obstacle  to  the  progress  of  education  among  children,  and 
what  is  distressing  to  state,  is  that  the  attendance  is  more  regular  during 
the  bad  season  than  during  the  summer.  This  is  the  reason  for  it ;  arrived 
at  the  age  of  eight  or  ten  years,  the  children  are  considered  able  to  help 
their  parents,  both  in  fishing  and  in  cultivating  the  soil ;  consequently  they 
^  must  leave  school  and  help  those  who,  having  no  education,  believe  that 
their  children  should  not  have  any. 

There  are  still  parents  who  protect  their  children  when  unruly ;  when 
the  children  are  expelled,  the  parents,  instead  of  correcting  them,  keep 
them  at  home ;  where,  if  they  are  not  taught,  they  will  not  have  to  obey 
any  teacher. 

In  all  the  municipalities  of  my  district,  the  commissioners  have  made 
all  necessary  repairs  to  school  buildings. 

I  also  state  with  pleasure  that  books  which  have  been  wanting  have 
been  applied  for. 

}  The  accounts  are  well  kept  in  all  the  municipalities,  and  the  account 

books  as  recommended  are  everywhere  adopted. 

The  convent  of  the  Congregation  of  Notre  Dame  continues  to  give  the 
greatest  satisfaction. 
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The  dissentient  school  of  Grindstone  also  gives  satisfaction.  The  nxun- 
ber  of  children  attending  this  school  is  only  eighteen.  Mr.  Clarke,  the 
school  master  has  not  kept  the  roll  of  attendance  during  this  half  year.  The 
dissentient  rate-payers  are  few  and  poor,  which  is  the  reason  their  school 
is  open  only  six  months  in  the  year. 

In  general  the  people  have  tried  to  improve  matters  but  there  is  still 
room  for  improvement. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


DANIEL  PAQUET, 

School  inspector. 


ME.  PKfiMONT. 
(TranskUion.) 

Ste.  Famille,  10th  October,  1883, 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  my  report  on  Public  Instruction  in 
the  Counties  of  Quebec  and  Montmorency  for  the  school  year  1882-83. 

There  are  in  this  District  : 

26  Municipalities, 

80  Districts, 

8Y  School  houses. 

There  are  80  schools  under  control  and  7  independent  schools,  classed 
as  follows : 

60  Elementary  schools  under  control, 
6  Boys  model  schools, 
4  Grirls  model  schools, 

II  Mixed  model  schools, 
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2  Mixed  academies, 

1  Girls  academy^ 

6  Independent  primary  schools, 
1  Independent  model  school. 

Total  of  the  scholars  attending  the  t  independent  schools  :  191. 

Total  of  the  scholars  attending  the  80  schools  under  control :  4,Y3Y. 

Average  of  scholars  for  each  school :  57. 

The  staff  of  teachers  is  composed  as  follows  : 

11  Lay  male  teachers, 

IS    •'    female  teachers,        \,  Teaching  in  schools  under  control. 

13  Nuns. 

Total  of  the  salaries  of  the  11  male  teachers :  |3,001 ;  Average :  $278.00. 

Total  of  the  salaries  of  the  13  nuns :  $1,620.00 ;  Average ;  $125.00. 

Total  of  the  salaries  of  the  73  female  teachers:  $7,356.00:  Average; 
$108.00. 

8  Male  teachers  and  31  female  teachers  have  been  trained  at  the  Laval 
Normal  School. 

The  other  male  and  female  teachers  hold  diplomas  from  the  board  of 
examiners.     12  of  them  teach  without  diplomas. 

Ste.  Anne's  Convent. 

The  independent  establishment  of  superior  education  which  I  mention 
in  my  grand  statistical  table,  under  the  name  of  Independent  Model  School, 
is  kept  by  the  Reverend  Sisters  of  Charity,  in  the  fine  and  large  convent, 
which  they  possess  on  the  Cote  Beaupre.  Built  on  a  height,  in  the  midst 
of  a  maple  grove  and  opposite  the  magnificent  temple  erected  in  honor  of 
Ste.  Anne,  this  convent  affords  to  the  young  girls  who  wish  to  be  edu- 
cated a  salubrious  and  attractive  refuge.  The  curriculum  of  studies 
includes  all  the  branches  of  the  official  programme.    The  children  are  also 
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taught  to  acquire  habits  of  order  and  cleanliness,  by  being  in  tarn  appointed 
assistant-manager  of  some  department  of  the  establishment  ;  thus,  for 
example,  they  take  charge  of  the  kitchen,  the  laundry,  the  dairy,  etc 
Weaving,  knitting,  crochet,  needle-work,  besides  ironing,  sewing,  and  even 
mending,  take  up  a  great  portion  of  the  time  of  these  young  ladies.  This 
manual  labour  in  no  way  impedes  the  progress  of  their  classical  studies, 
and  the  proof  of  this  is  that  several  of  them  obtain  each  year  diplomas  for 
competency,  sometimes  even  for  superior  schools. 

Keverend  Sister  Ste.  Flavie,  the  lady  superior  of  this  independent  insti- 
tutio4,  is  not  afraid  to  permit  a  lay  school  inspector  to  visit  her  classes,  and 
I  can  only  thank  her  for  the  cordial  reception  which  I  received  as  the  re- 
presentative of  lawful  authority.  She  declared  to  me  that  the  examination 
which  I  caused  her  scholars  to  undergo  was  a  source  of  encouragement  for 
them. 

One  of  my  last  visits  to  this  institution  happened  to  be  at  the  same 
time  as  that  of  the  Eeverend  Superior  of  the  Redemptorist  Fathers  and  the 
Parish  Priest  of  St.  Ann's  ;  on  this  occasion  I  wished  to  give  precedence 
to  the  religious  authority,  I  even  insisted  on  its  being  so,  but  in  vain,  for 
the  Very  Reverend  Superior,  with  that  politeness  for  which  he  is  so  well 
known,  forced  me  to  preside,  adding  that  he  was  most  happy  to  assist  for 
the  first  time,  at  a  school  inspection  in  Canada.  I  then  examined  the  child- 
ren, as  usual,  and  the  Very  Reverend  Father  seemed  highly  satisfied  with 
my  way  of  proceeding. 

I  am  pleased.  Sir,  to  be  able  to  give  you  these  details,  which  will  cer- 
tainly interest  you,  since  you  recommend  us  in  your  circulars  to  invite  the 
Parish  Priests  to  meet  us  when  we  visit  the  schools,  in  order,  that,  working 
together  for  a  cause  which  is  dear  to  all,  we  may  progress  more  surely 
and  rapidly. 

Schools  under  control  of  the  Commissioners. 

As  in  my  bulletins,  I  have  made  a  detailed  report  upon  each  of  the 
schools  under  control  which  I  visit,  it  would  be  simply  useless  to  give  here 
the  contents  of  these  bulletins,  which  you  have  already  before  you.  I  will 
simply  draw  your  attention  once  more  to  the  remarkable  progress  made 
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in  a  good  number  of  schools  which  I  then  mentioned  to  you.  Those  edu- 
cational establishments  both  religious  and  secular,  which  give  a  really 
sui)erior  education,  and  all  the  really  excellent  elementary  schools  are  known 
to  you :  their  constant  success  is  pleasing  to  you,  and  I  know  that  you  hold 
in  high  esteem  all  good  teachers,  who  faithfully  perform  the  important 
duties  of  their  profession. 

I  profit  by  the  opportunity  which  this  rei)ort  gives  me  to  congratulate 
them  on  their  eagerness  to  make  the  greatest  i)ecuniary  sacrifices,  if  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  establish  a  pension  fund  for  their  old  age. 

All  the  teachers,  with  two  exceptions,  have  signed  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  act  48-44  Vict.,  which  shows  that  the  teachers  of  my  district  are 
intelligent,  and  among  the  most  faithfal  to  the  cause  of  the  teachers  of  the 
province. 

They  have  expresed  their  anxiety  respecting  the  opposition  made  to 
such  a  good  law ;  they  however  place  entire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
Honorable  Council  of  Public  Instruction  which  must  decide  on  this  matter. 

They  are  ready,  as  in  the  past,  to  employ  their  talents,  energy  and  health 
in  working  for  the  good  of  their  fellow  citizens,  provided  that  rest  and 
peace  be  assured  them  in  sickness  and  in  their  old  age. 

Curriculum  of  Studies. 

All  the  scholars  in  this  district  learn  to  read,  write  and  to  figure. 
More  imx>ortance  than  ever  is  given  to  the  teaching  of  these  three  subjects. 
In  reading  there  is  really  much  progress.  In  schools  where  the  Lagac6 
system  of  reading  is  followed,  children  8  and  10  years  old  are  jfrequently 
found  who  can  read  aloud  very  well.  The  inflexions  of  the  voice  and  the 
articulation  show  that  the  children  read  well  because  they  understand 
well. 

Writing. 

Wherever  copy  books  with  models  have  been  adopted,  the  children 
learn  to  write  better  and  quicker.  But  there  always  remains  the  serious 
disadvantage  permitting  the  parents  to  buy  the  books  themselves.    Very 
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frequently  the  scholar  hriiigs  to  school  a  number  which  does  not  suit  him 
in  the  least.  It  would  be  far  better  if  the  commissioners  deposited  a  cer- 
tain number  of  copy  books  with  the  secretary  treasurer,  and  that  the 
teacher  would  himself  choose  for  each  scholar,  the  books  intended  for  him- 

Akithmetic. 

The  schools  of  this  District  are  provided  with  Toussaint's  excel^nt 
treatise  on  Arithmetic.  This  study  is  generally  pleasing  to  the  children ;  there 
is  so  little  to  be  learned  by  rote.  Arithmetic  is  now  more  folly  taught, 
and  in  some  schools  Algebra,  Geometry  and  even  the  higher  Mathemati'S. 
The  day  is  not  long  gone  by,  when  if  a  school  mistress  could  say :  my 
scholars  have  learnt  "  practice  "  her  reputation  as  a  competent  teacher  was 
established.  Because  it  was  very  difficult  to  get  that  far.  Now  children 
of  10  or  12  years  are  able  to  give  the  right  solution  of  really  dificult  prob- 
lems in  any  part  of  the  Arithmetic. 

History. 

In  a  certain  number  of  schools  they  have  adopted  the  system  of  oral 
teaching  of  history.  The  master  reads  a  chapter,  explains  it,  and  then  asks 
the  children  to  give  an  account  of  it, — in  an  abridged  form  the  first  year, 
with  more  details  the  second  vear,  and  so  on.  The  result  is  excellent  and 
I  would  like  to  see  it  adopted  everywhere ;  unfortunately  I  find  that  the 
system  of  learning  history  by  heart,  is  still  in  favor  with  some  teachers. 
Such  teachers  should  be  obliged  to  recite  word  by  word  all  the  J)ooks 
they  oblige  their  scholars  to  learn  by  rote ;  it  would  be  the  law  of  retalia- 
tion. 

GrEOGRAPHY. 

A  false  impression  existed  for  a  long  time  that  geography  could  only 
be  taught  to  children  who  were  well  advanced  in  their  studies.  A  very 
retentive  memory  was  also  required  to  learn  by  heart  the  long  definitions 
full  of  words  difficult  to  pronounce.  This  explains  the  apprehensions  of 
certain  parents  who  even  at  present  object  to  their  children  learning  geo- 
graphy. The  present  system  is  totally  different,  and  the  map  serv^es  as  a 
book  for  the  pupil ;  I  have  seen  quite  young  children  who  could  barely 
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read,  pass  a  brilliant  examination  in  geography.  They  were  perfectly  fami- 
liar with  the  map  of  the  world,  pointed  out  the  cardinal  points,  mentioned 
the  boundaries  of  the  school,  of  their  parish,  etc.,  and  mentioned  the  chief 
products  and  trade  of  their  locality. 

History  cannot  be  taught  to  any  beneficial  extent  without  the  aid  of 
geography,  and  still,  by  comparing  the  total  number  of  children  who  learn 
history  with  those  who  learn  geography,  we  find  a  marked  difierence  be- 
tTveen  the  two.  While  teaching  very  young  children  their  sacred  history, 
the  teachers  should  seize  the  opportunity  to  point  out  on  the  map  the 
various  localities  referred  to.  If  this  were  done  we  would  not  find  such 
laxaentable  ignorance,  and  the  children  would  know  to  what  nation  and 
country  belong  the  historical  personages  they  read  of 

I  trust  that  before  long  geography  will  be  taught  with  history  and 
that  learning  by  heart  will  be  banished  from  all  the  schools. 

Grammar. 

People  are  now  more  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  art  of  speaking  is  a  very 
important  part  of  the  teaching  of  grammar,  and  the  result  is  that  in  all 
i?vell-kept  schools  the  pupils  are  taught  to  speak  properly  at  the  same  time 
as  they  learn  the  rules  of  orthography.  During  class  or  recitations  the 
master  notes  all  the  faulty  expressions  he  may  observe,  and  the  next  day 
he  has  the  faults  corrected  on  the  black  board.  These  exercises,  if  repeated 
and  practised  in  all  the  schools,  would  greatly  contribute  to  the  progress  of 
the  pupils  in  orthography. 

The  preliminary  ideas  are  explained  to  quite  young  children  on  the 
black  board,  and  I  have  seen  some  from  6  to  t  years  old  who  answered 
correctly  my  questions  about  nouns,  articles,  adjectives  and  pronoims, 
j^ithoui  using  the  definitions  of  the  book.  Spelling  by  heart  and  dict- 
ation are  considerably  practised  as  may  be  seen  by  our  statistics.  Of 
course  the  pupils  must  thoroughly  understand  the  subject  of  the  dictation 
and  it  must  consequently  be  explained  beforehand.  All  the  pupils  who 
learn  grammar,  of  course  learn  parsing  at  the  same  time. 
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LetteRt-wbiting. 

A  good  many  pupils  learn  this,  but  I  am  not  yet  satisfied.  The  advan- 
tage of  writing  one's  own  business  and  other  letters  should  be  considered 
by  the  teacher  as  of  sufficient  importance  not  to  neglect  the  duty  of  teaching 
the  pupils  to  carry  on  their  own  correspondence. 

I  know  mechanics  and  farmers  who  were  sent  to  school  only  for  a  year, 
60  as  to  make  their  first  communion,  and  who  had  not  learned  to  sign  their 
names  because  the  teacher  thought  they  had  not  gone  through  a  sufficient 
number  of  copy-books  full  of  strokes  and  pot-hooks,  etc. 

This  argument  is  used  by  all  the  teachers  who  want  to  teach  letter- 
writing  only  to  such  of  their  pupils  as  have  learnt  all  the  rules  of  gram- 
mar. They  should  be  taught  composition  as  soon  as  they  can  write  with 
any  ease.  A  child  will  always  learn  the  formal  part  of  the  letter,  that  is 
the  date,  the  inscription,  the  signature  and  the  address.  As  to  the  body  of 
the  letter  it  is  surprising  sometimes  to  see  an  inteUigent  pupU  express  him- 
self,  i)erhaps  not  quite  correctly,  but  still  so  as  to  make  himself  understood. 

I  am  aware  that  this  method  of  teaching  letter-writing  is  not  what  it 
should  or  what  it  would  be  if  the  pupils  were  intended  to  receive  a  com- 
plete education,  but  we  have  to  render  an  important  service  to  children 
who  will  go  to  school  only  long  enough  to  learn  the  little  they  require  in 
their  state  of  life. 

Book-keeping. 

This  is  also  a  branch  to  which  sufficient  importance  is  not  attached  in 
most  of  our  primary  schools.  It  is  not  necessary  to  teach  children  who 
will  become  farmers  when  they  leave  school,  that  book-keeping  by  double 
entry  which  is  taught  to  those  who  are  intended  for  commercial  pursuits 
and  who  generally  go  to  a  good  superior  commercial  school  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  what  I  want  is  that  all  children  be  taught  generally  how  to  keep 
accounts,  no  matter  what  occupation  they  may  select  when  they  leave 
the  common  schools.  They  should  be  taught  the  difference  between  a 
debtor  and  a  creditor,  how  to  debit,  credit  and  receipt  an  account ;  they  must 
be  accustomed  to  make  entries  in  the  book  of  receipts  and  expenses,  to 
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make  out  an  invoice,  a  promissory  note,  a  receipt,  etc.,  all  of  which  are  so 
necessary  that  it  is  surprising  that  some  teachers  are  deaf  to  our  remons- 
trances on  this  subject. 

Drawing  and  AaRicuLTURE. 

These  two  branches  which  have  been  included  in  the  official  curricu- 
lum since  a  few  years  only  are  those  which  make  the  best  show  in  our 
school  statistics.  But  we  must  not  be  misled  as  to  the  practical  result  of 
this  teaching,  which  threatens  not  to  go  beyond  the  first  principles.  In  a 
certain  number  of  primary  schools  the  teachers  simply  get  a'  few  lines 
drawn  on  the  black  board  and  call  it  drawing.  They  have  neither  books, 
charts  nor  models.  At  the  outset  I  advised  the  teachers  to  supply  the  want 
of  charts  by  drawing  models  themselves  on  the  black  board,  but  I  find  that 
they  go  no  further,  and  whenever  I  pass  I  see  the  same  lines  dra^v^Ti  and  as 
badly  done  as  when  I  first  saw  them. 

Still,  although  in  some  schools  this  branch  is  not  studied  seriously,  it 
is  not  the  case  everywhere,  and  in  those  schools  which  are  taught  by  com- 
petent teachers  the  results  are  satisfactory  and  progress  is  made.  I  have 
even  noticed  a  certain  number  of  pupils  whose  drawings  were  a  credit  to 
themselves  and  to  their  teachers. 

As  to  agriculture,  complaints  are  sometimes  made  that  there  are  no 
books.  I  then  advise  the  teacher  to  supply  this  deficiency  by  oral  explana- 
tions, to  read  a  chapter  from  the  manual,  explain  it  to  the  whole  class  and 
then  get  the  pupils  to  repeat  what  they  have  heard.  It  would  be  better 
however  if  each  child  had  a  book,  for  while  learning  his  lessons  at  home, 
his  parents'  attention  would  be  called  to  the  useful  information  contained 
in  the  manual  and  they  would  benefit  by  it. 

In  certain  parishes  near  the  towns,  agriculture  is  hardly  taught  at  all 
and,  as  an  excuse  for  this  neglect,  it  is  alleged  that  agriculture  is  not  prac- 
tised by  the  parents  of  the  pupils  in  those  localities.  I  am  aware  of  it,  but 
I  also  know  that  the  object  of  ordering  agriculture  to  be  taught  in  all  the 
schools,  is  not  so  much  to  teach  the  theory  of  agriculture  to  those  whose 
occupation  will  be  to  put  it  in  practice,  as  to  spread  a  taste  for  it  in  all  clas- 
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868  of  society  and  induce  a  larger  number  of  young  men  to  become  fa^ 
mers. 

Besides  who  can  say  whether,  hereafter,  these  children  who  are  not  kt- 
mers'  sons,  who  live  in  an  atmosphere  of  industry  and  commerce,  will  not 
have  the  good  fortune  to  acquire  a  farm  or  lot  of  land  which  they  may 
desire  to  have  cultivated  under  their  supervision.  They  will  then  recall 
the  sound  ideas  on  agriculture  which  they  will  have  learnt  at  school,  and 
which  will  then  be  very  useful  to  them. 

Object  Lessons. 

This  year  1022  or  about  one-fifth  of  the  pupils  in  my  division  were 
taught  object  lessons.  If  we  desire  these  to  bear  jfruit  they  must  be  given 
at  the  beginning,  upon  subjects  with  which  the  teacher  is  perfectly  familiar. 
so  that,  when  necessary,  she  can  say  a  great  deal  about  them.  An  object 
lesson  well  given  requires  considerable  knowledge  in  the  teacher,  and  I  am 
of  opinion  that  a  primary  school  diploma  is  not  a  sufficient  proof  that  the 
teacher  can  with  advantage  use  this  scientific  method  of  teaching. 

It  may  be  asserted  that  she  can  take  her  object  lesson  from  books  or 
pedagogical  reviews  and  make  her  pupils  repeat  it ;  but  this  is  only  learn- 
ing by  heart  which  we  do  not  want.  Neither  the  teacher  nor  the  pupils 
will  ever  understand  these  object  lessons  taken  from  a  book  and  learnt  by 
heart.  We  might  as  well  ask  them  to  teach  chemistry  and  natural  philoso- 
phy solely  with  books,  which  are  good  only  for  those  who  understand 
them. 

I  am  not  opposed  to  object  lessons ;  on  the  contrary,  I  can  appreciate  the 
splendid  results  obtained  by  professors  who  use  it  to  advantage  in  their 
schools,  and  I  will  do  my  best  to  induce  the  teachers  whom  I  consider 
qualified,  to  adopt  this  method  of  teaching  :  but  I  think  I  would  be  want- 
ing in  my  duty  if  I  compelled  unqualified  teachers  to  do  that  of  which 
they  are  ignorant,  and  thereby  only  mislead  their  pupils. 
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School-houses  and  furniture. 

The  spirit  of  progress  which  animates  our  rural  populations  in  every- 
thing that  relates  to  the  construction  of  their  own  buildings  assures  us  of 
success  in  the  fight  we  have  sometimes  still  to  wage  with  respect  to  the 
dimensions,  elegance  and  finish  to  be  given  to  our  school  houses.  Those 
pretty  private  residences  which  we  come  across  everywhere  in  our  country 
places  are  a  powerful  argument  to  be  brought  in  support  of  our  views  in 
the  discussion  of  the  proposal  to  rebuild  a  school  house.  Indeed,  it  is 
hardly  proper  for  school  commissioners  to  speak  of  economy  when  it  is 
necessary  to  erect,  at  the  expense  of  a  parish,  a  public  building  which  would 
be  a  credit  to  it,  while  each  individual,  out  of  his  own  revenue  does  not 
hesitate  to  put  up  an  elegant  mansion,  whose  decorations  are  sometimes 
even  luxurious.  I  do  not  allow  myself  to  be  imposed  upon  by  ill-advised 
economy,  and  you  have  learnt,  from  my  reports,  what  municipalities  are  in 
default  in  this  respect. 

The  law  forbids  the  school  cou^missiouers  to  build  any  school  house 
-without  first  submitting  the  plan  for  your  approval.  Thus  it  happens  that 
the  great  variety  of  plans  is  frequently  the  cause  that  our  school-houses  are 
built  sometimes  in  one  way  and  sometimes  in  another,  because  certain 
details  which  are  missing  in  the  plan  are  also  overlooked  when  the  build- 
ing is  put  up,  or  if  they  are  not  forgotten  they  are  frequently  carried  out, 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  art  and  good  taste.  For  instance,  one  of  the  gables 
will  be  crowned  with  a  steeple  and  the  other  with  a  chimney  top,  or  the 
latter  will  sometimes  be  so  large  as  to  look  as  if  it  would  crush  down  one 
side  of  the  house.  Sometimes  a  little  paint  will  be  laid  on  here  and  there 
— at  others  the  unfortunate  school-house  which  may  be  quite  good  in  other 
respects  will  not  be  even  white-washed.  The  best  of  them  are  in  no  wise 
different,  either  inside  or  out  from  an  ordinary  private  house. 

It  seems  to  me  that  a  school-house  should  not  be  absolutely  like  a  pri- 
vate dwelling,  and  that  in  its  internal  division  the  distribution  of  the  doors 
and  windows,  the  method  of  heating  and  ventilating  everything  should  be 
different. 
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School  inspectors  might  give  valuable  assistance  in  this  respect  if  they 
were  provided  vith  a  nniform  plan  (authorized  by  law)  which  they  would 
explain  to  the  commissioners  when  they  make  their  inspections,  and  cause 
to  be  carried  out  whenever  the  erection  of  a  school-house  is  ordered. 

This  plan  should  give  two  views  of  the  building,  one  of  the  inside 
and  one  of  the  outside. 

School-houses  built  on  such  a  uniform  and  very  simple  plan  would  not 
cost  much,  and  a  multitude  of  errors  would  be  avoided,  which  are  now 
committed,  because  the  proper  measures  are  not  taken,  because  a  door  has 
been  improperly  placed,  because  windows  have  been  made  without  consi- 
dering where  the  teacher's  platform,  the  black  boards,  etc.,  are  to  be  placed. 
The  plan  should  provide  for  all  these  details. 

In  poor  parishes  and  townships  where  the  settlers  have  great  diffi- 
culty in  supporting  themselves,  while  hewing  their  farms  out  of  the  forest, 
the  authorities  should  be  lenient  and  wait  some  years  before  exacting  what 
is  required  in  the  case  of  rich  parishes. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  furniture,  which  is  made  whenever  it  is 
required,  but  in  such  variety  of  form  that  we  wonder  at  the  absence  of  a 
definite  plan  and  of  a  model,  which  should  be  strictly  followed.  Some- 
times backs  8ire  placed  on  forms  which  are  of  a  length  out  of  all  proportion, 
and  which  is  rather  a  nuisance  than  an  improvement.  I  would  like  to 
see  desks  and  forms  with  only  four  places,  made  on  the  most  improved 
model.  The  authorities,  far  from  complaining,  would  be  only  too  happy  to 
have  a  model  to  follow,  for,  having  no  plan  which  they  are  obliged  to  adopt, 
they  take  that  which  any  cabinet-maker  suggests  and  which  is  frequently 
defective.  Everything  has  to  be  done  over  again  or  corrected  and,  in  the 
end,  the  furniture  costs  more  than  if  it  had  been  on  an  improved  model. 

One  of  the  questions  in  our  inspection  bulletin  is  :  "  When  was  the 
last  public  examination  held  ?  *'  It  is  an  easy  one  to  answer,  as  aU  that 
has  to  be  done  is  to  enter  a  date  and  that  is  all.  I  would  have  preferred 
this  one  :  "  How  is  the  public  examination  made  ?  I  might  then  answer 
by  making  the  remarks  I  made  in  my  last  year's  report,  on  this  subject  and 
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which  I  will  not  now  repeat.  I  will  simply  say  that  it  is  really  painful 
to  see  how  in  some  places,  the  obligation  of  making  a  public  examination 
is  performed.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  failure  in  a  good 
many  schools. 

Is  the  attendance  book  well  kept  ?  Are  the  school  records  kept  ?  The 
school  records  !  They  should  not  be  mentioned  ;  with  very  few  exceptions, 
no  attention  is  paid  to  them,  sometimes  even  the  few  there  are,  are  des- 
troyed. 

The  attendance  book  is  regularly  kept,  but  in  different  ways. 

I  would  be  happy  to  see  introduced  into  our  schools  a  new  form  of 
attendance  book,  which  would  also  serve  as  a  register  for  the  notes  gained 
by  the  pupils.  The  present  form  might  be  arranged  so  as  to  give  all  the 
space  required  for  keeping  this  register. 

Do  the  secretary-treasurers  keep  their  accounts  well  ?  As  a  rule  they 
do  not  use  the  ledger,  or  if  they  make  any  entries  in  it  they  do  not  follow 
the  prescribed  form.  They  do  not  open  an  account  for  every  rate-payer  ; 
they  even  do  so  for  the  teachers.  Sufficient  attention  is  not  paid  to  the 
additions  of  the  numbers,  and  the  auditing  of  such  accounts  cannot  be  satis- 
factory. Our  remarks  are  not  even  understood,  for  several  of  the  secretary- 
treasurers  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  book-keeping ;  they 
have  no  idea  even  of  putting  the  figures  in  line,  and  the  result  is  inexpli- 
cable confusion.  When  there  is  an  educated  man  in  a  parish  he  should 
always  be  appointed  secretary-treasurer,  but  this  is  not  always  done  for 
they  say  that  the  services  of  an  educated  man  are  expensive.  A  work 
that  is  well  done  is  never  too  costly.  In  my  division  there  are  a  good 
many  secretary-treasurers  who  do  their  duty  very  well  and  who  are  very 
valuable  to  the  cause  of  education.  I  had  the  honor  of  mentioning  them 
in  my  reports,  and  you  know  how  satisfied  I  am  with  them. 

Remarks. 

You  may  perhaps  have  noticed  that  Inspector  Juneau  in  his  last  report, 

confessed  that  he  did  not  understand  me  two  years  ago  when  I  said  that  if 

teachers  wished  to  be  successful  they  should  not  only  possess  knowledge, 
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but  should  also  have  tact  and  know  how  to  impart  their  knowledge.  I 
will  explain,  with  your  permission.  I  know  very  well  that  the  boards  of 
examiners  cannot  ascertain  whether  the  candidates  have  the  latter  qualifi- 
cation, and  it  is  precisely  of  the  inability  of  the  boards  to  correct  this  evil 
that  I  complain. 

The  law  allows  an  inspector  to  complain  of  a  teacher  whom  he  does 
not  consider  capable  of  teaching  school.  He  does  complain  to  the  superin- 
tendent who  orders  such  teacher  to  present  himself  again  before  the  board 
of  examiners.  The  teacher  does  so  and  passes ;  for  he  has  the  required 
knowledge,  but  it  would  be  different  if  he  had  to  show  the  board  a  certifi- 
cate from  his  inspector  that  he  knows  how  to  impart  his  knowledge 

A  short  amendment  to  the  law  would  be  sufficient  to  remove  all  in- 
competent teachers  who  always  find  places  because  they  offer  their  servi- 
ces at  a  lower  rate. 

In  the  province  of  Ontario,  the  candidate  goes  before  the  inspector  who 
-examines  him  and  gives  him  bl  permit  to  teach  if  he  is  satisfied.  This  permit 
is  good  for  only  one  year,  and  he  cannot  get  one  a  second  year  unless  he  is 
able  to  teach  and  he  may  then  go  before  the  board  of  examiners  to  pass  a 
final  examination,  which  is  always  very  severe. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

JOSEPH  PRfiMONT, 

School  Inspector, 
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MR.  RUEL. 
{Translation.) 


St.  Cesaire,  28rd  July,  1883. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  for  the  year  ending  the  30th 
June  l?ist,  on  the  state  of  the  schools  in  my  inspection  division,  comprising 
the  Catholic  schools  of  the  counties  of  Sheflford,  Brome,  Missisquoi,  St%nr 
stead  and  part  of  Bagot. 

I  notice  with  pleasure  that  there  has  been  considerable  progress  in  the 
schools  in  my  division  ;  the  following  table  will  prove  it : 


Number  of  school  houses  of  all  kinds. 


Total  of  pupils 

Total  average  attendance , 

Pupil8  from  A  B  C  to  fluent  reading 

*•    reading  well 

*<     writing. 

"     learning   arithmetic 
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grammar , 

geography 

linear  drawing 

drawing 

book-keeping 

history 

geometry  and  algebra, 
letter-wfiting 


1881-82. 

1882-83. 

Increase. 

134 

157 

23 

5389 

6768 

1379 

3945 

4841 

896 

1835 

2552 

717 

3554 

4216 

* 

662 

2709 

2850 

141 

2653 

2974 

321 

1535 

1622 

87 

833 

1012 

179 

490 

914 

424 

185 

219 

34 

0 

22 

22 

852 

971 

119 

7 

66 

59 

140 

222 

82 

This  increase  is  due  to  the  opening  of  several  schools  and  also  to  my* 
inspection  last  year.    As  I  stated  in  my  last  report  a  certain  number  of 
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teachers  had  been  careless,  because  they  had  not  expected  to  be  visited  by 
an  inspector  and  at  present  they  have  improved. 

The  schools  in  my  district  of  inspection  may  be  divided  into  two  quite 
distinct  categories  which  I  will  call  "parish  schools"  and  "township 
schools." 

Parish  primary  schools. 

These  schools  may  rival  those  of  the  large  parishes  on  the  River  St- 
Lawrence,  and  all  the  improvements  and  branches  indicated  by  the  Coun- 
cil  of  Public  Instruction  may  be  insisted  upon.  They  are  those  of  St.  Theo- 
dore d' Acton,  Acton  Vale,  St.  Andre  d' Acton,  Roxton,  Roxton  Falls,  St. 
Valerien,  Ste.  C6cile  de  Milton,  Ste.  Pudentienne,  Ste.  Anne  de  Stukely, 
North  Stukely,  South  Ely,  West  Famham,  Notre  Dame  des  Anges  de  Stan- 
bridge  and  St.  Romuald  de  Famham. 

There  are  eighty  of  these  schools  ;  four  are  excellent,  ten  are  very  good, 
forty-one  are  good,  eighteen  are  middling  and  seven  are  bad. 

Townships  primary  schools. 

I  give  this  name  to  the  schools,  mostly  dissentient,  founded  and  estab- 
lished by  the  curis  and  missionaries  with  great  difficulty,  and  after  consi- 
derable effi^rt  and  kept  up  by  the  rate-payers  at  the  expense  of  great 
sacrifices. 

They  have  been  founded  chiefly  to  teach  the  catechism  and  preserve 
our  religion  and  language  in  the  Canadian  population,  which  is  greatly  out- 
numbered by  the  other  nationalities. 

These  are  the  schools  of  G-ranby  Village,  Township  of  G-ranby,  St. 
Alphonse,  Sheffbrd,  Sheflbrd  dissentient,  Waterloo,  North  Ely,  South  Stuke- 
ly, East  and  West  Bolton,  Brome,  Sutton,  Potton,  Dunham  Village  and 
Township,  St.  Ignace  de  Stanbridge,  St.  Damien  de  Bedford,  East  Famham, 
Magog,  Hatley,  Barnston,  Coaticooke,  Barford,  Cowansville  and  Dunham. 

They  are  at  a  great  distance  from  each  other  and  their  inspection  is 
difficult.    They  are  very  poor  and  the  Bishop  of  St.  Hyacinthe  is  obliged 
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out  of  charity  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  some  of  these  schools,  espe- 
cially that  of  the  dissentients  of  Shefford  and  those  of  Cowansville  and 
Dunham.  The  Catholic  rate-payers  are  in  some  places  owners  of  newly 
-cleared  land  or  workmen  in  the  factories. 

They  are,  moreover,  at  a  great  disadvantage  as  compared  with  other 
schools.  Being  situated  in  unattractive  localities  amongst  a  mixed  popula- 
tion, it  is  diflS.cult  to  procure  teachers.  Last  year,  for  instance,  Mr.  Courte- 
manche,  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  West  Shefford,  required  two  teachers  for  his 
two  dissentient  schools.  He  wrote  thirty-seven  letters,  and  even  then  could 
only  get  one.  For  a  dissentient  school  in  East  Farnham,  Mr.  St.  Louis,  the 
cure  of  Adamsville,  and  one  of  his  colleagues,  wrote  and  sent  sixty  letters 
to  get  a  teacher,  and  four  months  were  lost  in  looking  for  one.  This  is 
the  reason  why  many  teachers  are  employed  who  have  no  diplomas. 

These  teachers  ask  greater  salaries  than  are  paid  in  large  parishes  ;  I 
do  not  blame  them,  but  as  those  schools  are  poor  it  affects  them  more,  and 
for  some  of  them  twenty  dollars  is  a  large  sum. 

As  an  additional  misfortune,  the  number  of  children  is  never  consider- 
able, and  naturally  the  grant  allowed  them  by  the  Government  is  decreased 
in  proportion. 

A  new  dissentient  school  has  just  been  opened  in  the  vestry  of  the 
Sweetsburg  Church,  under  the  care  of  B-ev.  Mr.  Leduc.  Although  only 
opened  on  the  first  of  May  this  year  it  has  already  fifty-five  scholars  from 
the  villages  of  Cowansville  and  Sweetsburg.  The  parish  priest  pays  the 
teachers  twelve  dollars  a  month,  and  is  fortunate  when  he  can  collect 
about  twenty  dollars  from  the  proprietors  and  tenants,  and  has  to  rely  upon 
the  Grovemment  and  Providence  for  the  payment  of  the  balance.  Amongst 
the  children  three  only  knew  the  capital  letters  of  the  alphabet  and  used  to 
Tun  about  the  streets. 

Amongst  the  poorest  of  the  schools,  I  may  mention  also  No.  3  (called 
Brigham  school),  and  No.  4  in  East  Famham,  No.  1  in  St.  Damien  de  Bed- 
ford, the  two  schools  in  St.  Ignace  de  Stanbridge,  the  five  schools  in  the 
Township  of  Granby,  the  two  in  Shefford,  that  of  Dunham  Village,  the  two 
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in  the  Township  of  Dunham,  the  three  in  Sntton,  that  of  East  Bolton,  those 
of  Magog,  Hatley,  Bamston  (called  Ste.  Suzanne  de  Stanhope)  all  dissentient 
schools ;  and  amongst  those  under  the  control  of  commissioners  I  specially 
recommend  No.  11  of  Barford,  No.  24  of  Bamston  and  No.  1  of  St.  Val^rien. 
In  the  latter  schools,  as  in  several  others  above  mentioned,  the  monthly 
contribution  is  forty  cents  for  each  child. 

I  hope  the  Grovemment  will  take  into  consideration  what  I  have  just 
said  and  will  be  generous  to  those  schools,  which  do  a  great  deal  of  good  to 
the  French  Canadian  i>opulation  of  the  townships.  The  money  would  be 
well  spent. 

But  on  the  other  hand  the  districts  are  so  extensive  that  the  attendance 
cannot  be  regular  and  therefore  the  children,  although  old  enough,  are  not 
much  advanced  or  very  well  educated. 

Consequently  also  all  the  branches  of  the  curriculum  cannot  be  taught. 
The  teachers  endeavor  to  teach,  as  quickly  as  possible,  catechism,  a  little 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  then  the  children  escape  from  them. 
We  must  not  be  too  strict  and  require  that  drawing,  agriculture,  book- 
keeping or  even  geography  and  history  be  taught.  It  will  come  in  time. 
By  depriving  these  schools  of  their  grant,  because  these  subjects  are  not 
taught,  more  harm  than  good  will  be  done  by  closing  these  schools  which 
are,  I  repeat,  the  safeguard  of  our  faith  and  our  language  in  these  townships. 
When  the  time  will  come  to  teach  all  these  branches  of  primary  education 
I  will  be  the  first  to  insist  on  it,  and  I  am  certain  that  then  these  require- 
ments will  be  well  received,  while  at  present  they  seem  to  be  and  really 
are  premature  for  some  of  these  schools. 

These  primary  schools  in  the  townships  are  sixty-six  in  number  and 
may  be  classified  as  follows  :  four  are  excellent,  six  are  very  good,  twenty- 
two  are  good,  twenty-nine  are  middling  and  five  are  bad. 

The  amendment  of  which  I  spoke  in  my  last  year's  report  will  do 
good,  give  a  little  more  relief  to  the  dissentient  schools,  and  even  increase 
their  number,  for  there  are  some  districts  where  there  is  a  school,  but  it  is 
closed  because  a  portion  of  the  rate-payers  are  under  the  control  of  Protes- 
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tant  commissioners,  while  the  remainder  is  nnmeTically  too  weak  to  be  able 
to  open  and  support  a  school.  I  am  happy  to  see  that  this  amendment  is 
making  progress,  and  I  hope  that  the  legislature  will  not  oppose  it. 

The  number  of  schools  in  my  division  has  increased  by  twenty-three ; 
one  in  St.  Theodore  d' Acton,  one  in  St.  Val6rien,  one  in  North  Ely,  one  in 
East  Famham,  one  in  Cowansville  and  Dunham,  one  in  Shefford,  one  in 
Barnston  which  was  Protestant,  but  is  now  Catholic,  two  in  Barford  which 
were  Protestant,  but  are  now  Catholic,  one  in  South  Stukely,  one  in  Coati- 
cooke,  one  in  Barford,  etc.  . 

A  good  many  school  houses  have  been  improved  and  repaired ;  the 
municipality  which  distinguished  itself  the  most  in  this  respect  is  Barford, 
where  four  new  houses  have  been  built  this  year,  and  two  others  repaired  ; 
in  all  there  are  eight  splendid  Catholic  schools. 

Gtood  school  houses  have  been  also  built,  one  at  St.  Th6odore  d' Acton, 
one  at  St.  Andr§  d' Acton,  and  one  at  the  North  end  of  Coaticooke. 

Your  circular  dated  the  third  and  addressed  to  the  Protestant  Commis- 
sioners and  Trustees  will  do  much  good  to  the  Irish  schools  in  my  division 
and  to  some  of  the  French  schools  where  the  system  of  "  boarding  around  " 
and  of  winter  terms  was  in  vogue.  The  abolition  of  these  two  customs  has 
been  desirable  since  a  long  while  and  I  hope  the  rate-payers  will  willingly 
comply  and  admit  that  this  is  a  great  step  towards  progress. 

Independent  institutions. 

Amongst  these  I  must  mention  first  of  all  the  Ste.  Croix  College  at  Fam- 
ham. The  day  pupils  enjoy  the  same  advantages  as  the  boarders,  and  owing 
to  this  (for  the  day  pupils  are  under  the  control  of  the  commissioners)  I  had 
to  inspect  and  examine  the  pupils  of  the  college.  I  may  say  without  fear 
of  contradiction  that  this  college  stands  in  the  first  rank  amongst  the  com- 
mercial institutions  of  the  country.  English  is  taught  as  well  as  French, 
and  all  that  relates  to  book-keeping,  banking,  partnership,  customs,  etc.,  is 
taught  in  English.  I  was  really  astonished  to  see  the  commercial  know- 
ledge of  the  pupils  who  leave  this  institution,  which  thereby  does  a  vast 
amount  of  good  to  this  section  of  the  country. 
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I  also  visited,  by  special  invitation,  the  convents  at  Granby  and  Coati- 
oooke,  under  Les  Dames  de  la  Presentation  de  Marie,  These  convents  render 
great  service  by  turning  out  every  year  a  certain  number  of  teachers  to 
fill  the  vacancies  on  the  teaching  staff.  The  education  given  is  of  the 
highest  order  and  is  in  no  wise  inferior  to  what  we  have  a  right  to  expect 
from  these  religious  communities.  Still  they  are  poor  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  they  will  receive  still  more  encouragemf  nt. 

Model  Schoois. 

The  model  school  at  Coaticooke  attended  by  225  boys  is  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Porcheron,  for  the  model  class,  and  of  two  teachers,  one 
who  is  French-speaking  for  the  French  elementary  class,  and  the  other, 
English-speaking  for  the  English  elementary  class.  Mr.  Porcheron  has  the 
supjBrvision  and  control  of  the  whole  and  is  responsible  for  the  three  depart- 
ments. It  is  the  first  year  that  he  has  taught  in  Coaticooke,  and  he  is  a 
great  acquisition  to  this  flourishing  village.  He  is  a  model,  wise,  enlight- 
ened, educated  and  religious  teacher,  a  pedagogue  such  as  one  wishes  to 
have  when  he  wants  to  see  a  school  succeed  and  prosper.  Formerly  one  of 
the  Christian  Brothers,  he  has  retained  their  system  of  teaching,  and  of  di- 
recting the  conduct  of  the  pupils.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  village  will  long 
retain  his  services. 

At  Waterloo,  Miss  Brodeur  has  continued  to  teach  with  great  success. 
She  has  been  there  for  many  years,  and  a  great  deal  of  gratitude  is  due  her : 
unfortunately  her  services  have  not  been  appreciated,  and  this  year  a  male 
teacher  has  been  procured  for  the  boys.  Nuns,  having  opened  a  boarding 
school  for  the  girls  of  the  parish,  have  made  arrangements  with  the  trustees 
of  the  village  and  will  open  a  day  school  for  girls.  From  the  first  of  July 
of  this  year  the  Catholics  of  Waterloo  have  declared  themselves  dissentient 
and  have  dispensed  with  Miss  Brodeur's  services.  It  will  be  a  great  loss 
to  the  municipality,  for  she  was  competent  in  every  respect. 

The  boys'  academy  at  Eoxton  Falls  is  still  more  inferior  than  last 
year.  I  asked  that  the  teacher  be  dismissed ;  this  was  granted,  and 
Mr.  Am6dee  Tanguay,  principal  of  St.  Michael's  college,  has  been  appointed 
in  her  stead.    This  a   great  acquisition  for    Boxton  Falls,   which  was 
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weak  enough  to  dismiss  him  two  years  ago  and  which  now  repairs  its 
error. 

In  the  girls'  model  school  at  Roxton  Falls,  there  has  been  no  progress  ; 
owing  to  the  departure  of  Miss  Legarfe,  an  old  pupil  of  the  Laval  Normal 
I       school,  it  became  necessary  to  engage  a  young  lady  who  was  not  so  profi- 
cient in  teaching,  and  the  result  was  that  a  whole  year  was  lost. 

At  the  boys'  model  school  at  Acton  Vale,  there  has  also  been  a  waste 
of  time  and  useless  sacrifice  owing  to  the  changes.  They  require  there  a 
teacher  who  knows  how  to  maintain  discipline,  and  they  intend  to  have 
one  next  year. 

Prize  books. 

The  books  which  w^e  give  as  prizes  are  always  the  object  of  a  noble 
emulation,  and  we  frequently  see  young  children  who  have  zealously  and 
bravely  striven  to  win  these  prizes  which  the  Inspector  distributes  in  the 
name  of  the  government.  In  most  instances  our  task  is  a  difficult  one  ;  we 
find  seven,  eight  or  ten  pupils  who  have  distinguished  themselves,  who 
.  have  energetically  struggled  against  bad  weather  and  poverty,  and  we  have 
only  three  or  four  volumes  to  give.  .  It  is  true  that  we  decide  by  lot,  but 
we  are  very  sorry  then  to  be  unable  to  reward  all  who  are  deserving.  In 
several  municipalities  the  children  get  no  rewards,  but  these  few  books 
which  we  distribute,  so  our  visit  is  anxiously  looked  for.  I  therefore  hope 
that  instead  of  decreasing  the  number  of  these  books  it  will  be  increased, 
particularly  in  the  poor  sections  of  the  Province. 

Erection  of  municipalities. 

There  is  one  improvement  which  would  be  viewed  with  pleasure  and 
received  with  joy  by  the  members  of  the  clergy,  and  that  is  the  erection 
into  school  municipalities  of  the  territory  which  is  canonically  erected  into 
i  parishes.  You  cannot  imagine  what  difficulties  arise  from  this  confusion, 
for  the  CMf^s,  for  the  commissioners  or  trustees,  for  the  teachers,  the 
rate-payers  and  the  inspector.  For  instance  :  the  parish  of  St.  Francis  Xavier 
West  Sheffi^rd  is  composed  of  parts  of  the  townships  of  Grranby,  Sheffi)rd, 
Brome  and  East  Famham  ;  the  rate-payers  go  to  West  Sheftord  for  Divine 
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Worship,  and  for  school  purposes  ten  or  twelve  miles,  either  to  Grranby, 
Waterloo,  Knowlton  or  to  Adamsville. 

The  inspector  who  has  to  inspect  municipality  by  municipality  is  often 
obliged  to  make  useless  trips,  lose  his  time  and  sometimes  go  over  the  same 
road.  For  instance :  in  the  township  of  SheflFord  I  have  schools  scattered 
over  a  tract  of  ten  square  miles,  there  are  some  in  every  comer ;  one  is 
near  the  municipality  of  Eoxton,  one  near  Waterloo  and  one  near  the  limits 
of  Brome;  they  belong  to  three  diJBTerent  parishes,  and  the  inspector  is 
obliged  to  make  a  report  on  them  at  the  same  time. 

Being  under  the  control  of  a  board  of  commissioners  so  scattered,  these 
schools  are  seldom,  if  ever  visited,  no  attention  is  paid  to  them,  and  they 
are  left  under  the  protection  of  the  controller  who  may  then  be  said  to  be 
all-powerful :  he  who  engages  and  dismisses. 

These  townships  are  those  of  Barford,  divided  into  three  parishes, 
Bamston,  in  two  parishes,  Shefford,  in  three  parishes,  Roxton  in  two  pa- 
rishes. North  Ely  in  two  parishes,  Brome  in  two  parishes,  Q-ranby  in  two 
parishes,  and  East  Famham  in  two  parishes. 

Commissioners  and  Trustees. 

The  Commissioners  and  Trustees  are  nearly  all  persons  who  take  an 
interest  in  the  progress  of  schools  under  their  control  and,  in  that  respect, 
those  who  are  beyond  doubt  the  most  zealous  are  those  of  St.  Theodore 
d' Acton,  St.  Andr6  d' Acton,  Ste.  Anne  de  Stukely,  North  Stukely,  South 
Ely,  West  Famham,  Ste.  C6cile  de  Milton,  St.  Alphonse  de  Granby,  and  St. 
Ignace  de  Stanbridge. 

Secretary-Treasurers. 

I  inspected  the  books  and  registers  kept  by  the  secretary-treasurers  of 
all  the  Catholic  municipalities.  These  gentlemen  are  all  good  men,  per- 
fectly competent  for  the  office,,  and  do  their  best  to  keep  correctly  and 
faithfully  the  accounts  confided  to  them. 
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Inspections. 

In  several  municipalities  I  was  accompanied  on  my  inspections  by  the 
cur^s,  the  secretary  and  sometimes  by  the  commissioners  or  trustees.  This 
gives  an  opjwrtunity  of  asking  for  reforms  with  some  chance  of  obtaining 
them.  But  it  is  unfortunate  that  notwithstanding  our  wishes  and  our  in- 
vitations they  do  not  do  all  they  can  to  meet  us  and  receive  the  instructions 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  give  them.  We  would  have  to  go  and  get  them  at 
their  houses. 

Teachees, 

Amongst  the  teachers  in  my  division  who  are  the  most  successful, 
apart  from  those  I  have  already  mentioned  are  : 

The  Misses  Mary  Kertson  and  Anna  Vallieres,  St.  Andr6  d' Acton ; 
Marthe  Morin,  St.  Theodore  d' Acton ;.  Marguerite  Lesperance  and  Philo- 
mene  Tessier,  North  Stukely ;  Marie  Hudon  and  Josephine  Archambault, 
Ste.  Anne  de  Stukely ;  C§16nie  Duhamel,  Granby ;  Honorine  Prfefontaine, 
West  Shefford ;  Annie  Bourbeau,  Sheflford ;  Jane  E.  Wehr,  Exire  Lareau  and 
Mrs  On^sime  MoUeur,  Notre-Dame-des-Anges  de  Stanbridge ;  Arz6lie  Bizail- 
lon  and  Emma  G-iroux,  West  Famham  ;  Arzfelie  Desrex,  Bolton ;  Catherine 
Destroismaisons,  Mathilde  Trudeau  and  Eveline  Langevin,  Ste.  Cecile  de 
Milton  ;  Mrs  Daudelin  and  her  son,  Mr.  Joseph  Daudelin,  St.  Damien  de 
Bedford. 

There  is  still  a  great  deal  of  information  which  I  might  give  you,  but 
as  it  is  all  in  my  bulletins,  I  will  not  repeat  it. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


R  J.  RUEL, 

School.  Inspector^ 
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MR.  SAVARD. 
{TVanslatum.) 

Chiooutimi,  12th  July,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  forward  my  statistical  table  and  my  report  on  the 
state  of  the  schools  in  my  inspection  division  for  the  year  ending  30th  June 
last. 

In  my  division  there  are^  a  seminary,  a  girls'  academy  and  a  convent  of 
Ursulines  established  at  Notre-Dame-du-Lac,  St.  Jean.  The  latter  institu- 
tion although  but  recently  founded,  is  already  an  ornament  to  the  jiarish 
of  Roberval  and  is  destined  to  render  great  service  to  this  distant  part  of 
the  country. 

As  it  receives  no  grant  from  the  government  I  do  not  consider  it  my 
duty  to  ask  the  necessary  information  to  enter  in  my  statistics  ;  neverthe- 
less if,  in  future,  you  should  consider  it  necessary  that  it  figure  in  my  sta- 
tistical table  with  the  other  establishments  of  superior  education,  I  will  at 
once  comply  with  your  desires. 

The  petit  s&minaire  of  Chicoutimi  gives  an  excellent  education  to  112 
pupils.  Soth  languages  are  successfully  taught.  The  establishment  main- 
tains its  reputation  and  gives  satisfaction  to  the  interested  parties  and  to 
ihe  friends  of  education  The  pupils  are  under  the  charge  of  six  priests 
and  eleven  ecclesiastics,  teachers  whose  zeal  and  energy  are  deserving  of 
every  praise.  This  seminary  is  more  and  more  flourishing,  and  its  prospe- 
rity is  astonishing  when  we  consider  how  small  are  its  pecuniary  means. 
The  Eeverend  Mr.  Ambroise  Fafard  is  the  worthy  superior,  and  the  Beve- 
rend  Mr.  Joseph  Roy  is  the  director. 

The  girls'  academy  at  Ohicoutimi,  kept  by  the  ladies  of  the  Good 
Shepherd  works  well ;  it  has  63  pupils.  These  nuns  who  have  succeeded, 
by  their  zeal  and  devotedness,  in  gaining  the  esteem  and  consideration  of 
all  respectable  people,  have  two  schools  in  the  town  under  their  control. 
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The  eight  model  schools  in  my  diyision  are  all  in  the  hands  of  teachers 
trained  in  the  Laval  Normal  school.  I  classify  them  as  follows :  two  are 
excellent  and  turn  out  competent  teachers  every  year  ;  they  are  taught  by 
Mr.  Elz6ar  Ouellet,  at  Iberville,  and  Mrs  Fran9oi8  Maltais  at  Laterriere.  In 
these  schools  all  the  subjects  of  the  official  curriculum  are  taught  with 
ability,  success  and  zeal. 

Four  are  good :  those  under  the  Misses  Emelie  Jean  at  St.  Alexis,  Marie 
Beland,  at  Bagotville,  Anna  Tremblay,  at  St.  Louis  de  Metabetchouan,  and 
Mr.  Charles  Martineau,  at  Ste.  Anne.  All  these  teachers  are  deserving  of 
praise. 

The  two  others  are  middling.  I  attribute  their  inferiority  to  the  fre- 
quent change  of  teachers. 

The  primary  schools,  with  very  few  exceptions,  continue  to  make  regu- 
lar and  'constant  progress.  I  will  therefore  mention  the  names  of  those 
teachers  who  are  most  successful.  They  are  the  Misses  Marie  Simard,  in 
the  town  of  Chicoutimi,  Marie  Gauthier  and  Marie  Tremblay,  in  Chicouti- 
mi  (parish),  Annie  Harper,  at  I'Anse  St.  Jean,  Louise  Cote,  at  Ste.  Anne, 
Anna  Bergeron,  at  Jonquieres,  Anna  Savard,  at  Grandmont,  L6ontine  St. 
Pierre,  at  St.  Jerome,  Elizabeth  Bellay  and  Marie  Tremblay,  at  St.  Pierre, 
and  Sarah  Paradis  at  Eoberval. 

The  subjects  in  which  I  observed  progress  in  most  of  the  schools  were  : 
catechism,  reading,  arithmetic  and  agriculture. 

1.  Catechism,  I  attach  great  importance  to  the  study  of  this,  which  is 
the  first  and  most  necessary  of  all  knowledge.  I  have  obliged  the  teachers 
to  teach  the  catechism  every  day  to  the  children  who  are  preparing  for 
their  first  communion  and  twice  a  week  to  those  who  have  already  made 
it.  I  examined  very  strictly  and  I  was  pleased  to  notice  that  they  general- 
ly knew  it  well.     It  is  successfully  taught  in  all  the  schools  of  the  county. 

2.  Reading,  which  is  said  to  be  the  key  of  all  knowledge,  prood 
reading  should  be  considered  as  the  resting  point  and  the  lever  of  education ; 
it  is  as  indispensable  to  families  as  to  schools,  to  teachers  as  well  as  to 
pupils.     Therefore,  reading  should  occupy  the  first  place  amongst  the  sub- 
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jects  to  be  learnt,  from  the  lower  classes  of  our  primary  schools  to  the  higher 
classes  of  the  common  schools,  and  even  of  superior  institutions.  THie  teach- 
ing of  reading  requires  the  greatest  care  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  for  all 
the  other  branches  require  the  knowledge  of  reading. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  when  children  are  taught  to  read  in  the 
schools  we  no  longer  hear  that  drawling,  hesitating  and  nasal  voice,  but  a 
natural  one,  and  the  punctuation,  etc.,  etc.,  is  attended  to.  The  excellent 
habit  also  exists  of  making  the  pupils  explain  what  they  have  read  after 
each  lesson. 

3.  Arithmetic,  There  has  been  marked  progress  in  this  important 
branch  since  several  years.  I  refer  you  to  the  first  statistical  table  which  I 
sent  in  1874,  where  890  pupils  appear  in  that  column  of  the  table.  This 
year  there  are  3,568,  an  increase  of  2,678. 

This  science  is  now  taught  in  a  practical  and  rational  manner.  All 
the  pupils  calculate  in  dollars  and  cents,  and  work  out  the  problems  on  the 
black  board  or  on  their  slates.  The  children  are  practised  in  making  out 
the  most  useful  sums,  receipts,  notes,  accounts,  etc.  I  generally  found 
young  children  very  well  up  in  this  branch  ;  this  is  chiefly  due  to  the  prac- 
tical problems  which  appear  in  every  number  of  VEcole  Primaire  and  of  the 
Journal  de  t Instruction  PubUque,  which  are  taken  by  nearly  all  the  teachers 
in  my  division.  These  journals  facilitate  the  task  of  those  who  have  to 
teach,  and  that  is  why  I  do  all  in  my  power  to  get  all  to  subscribe  to  these 
excellent  publications. 

I  have  made  each  school  board  buy  the  Recueil  de  Probl^mes  pratiques 
Nos.  1  and  2,  by  Toussaint,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  each  teacher.  These 
books  are  destined  to  render  great  service  to  them,  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
result  will  be  satisfactory. 

4.  Agriculture,  Jean-Jacques  Rousseau  says  it  is  man's  first  trade,  the 
first  and  most  honest  of  trades,  and  consequently  the  most  honest  that  he 
can  work  at. 

Fenelon  says  that  agriculture  is  the  basis  of  human  life  and  the  source 
of  all  true  wealth. 
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Napoleon  I  says  that  agriculture  is  the  first  element  of  prosperity. 

In  my  last  report,  I  noticed  with  regret  that  the  number  of  pupils 
studying  this  important  subject  had  decreased  by  twenty.  Being  desirous 
of  over-ruling  the  opposition  made  to  the  teaching  of  this  branch  in  my 
division,  I  read  out  in  the  schools  your  circular  of  the  15th  June,  18*7Y, 
addressed  to  us,  and  in  which  you  recommend  us  to  make  every  effort  to 
have  agriculture  taught  in  our  schools ;  I  followed  your  advice,  I  perse- 
vered and  to-day  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  the  number  of 
pupils  learning  this  subject  has  considerably  increased  tliis  year.  Last  year, 
there  were  only  6t*7,  now  there  are  1668,  making  an  increase  of  991.  It  is 
true  that  a  great  many  pupils  only  learn  it  orally.  * 

All  the  other  branches  continue  progressing.  As  to  history,  I  do  not 
insist  on  its  being  learnt  word  for  word.  Montaigne  says  that  learning 
by  heart  is  not  learning  at  all ;  it  consists  simply  in  keeping  in  one's  me- 
mory what  has  been  placed  there. 

Locke  says  that  children's  memory  must  be  exercised,  but  not  by 
making  them  learn  by  dint  of  repetition,  entire  pages  which  they  will  soon 
{      forget  and  to  which  they  pay  no  more  heed  when  they  have  recited  their 
lesson. 

I  tell  the  teachers  that  they  should  teach  little  but  well,  or  rather  that 
we  do  not  insist  so  much  on  quantity  as  on  quality. 

I  also  lay  stress  upon  the  teaching  of  linear  industrial  drawing ;  chil- 
dren are  very  fond  of  drawing.  The  usefulness  of  this  branch  is  recognized 
at  present,  and  it  is  generally  admitted  that  we  should  be  as  familiar  with 
drawing  as  with  writing,  since  it  enables  us  to  express  clearly  and  rapidly 
the  use  of  an  object,  even  better  than  we  could  do  by  speaking  or  writing. 

In  the  model  schools  and  in  a  good  many  primary  schools  they  are  be- 
ginning to  give  object  lessons  ;  the  introduction  of  this  subject  is  due  to 
the  journals  of  education  which,  in  each  number,  give  examples  of  object 
lessons  which  serve  as  a  guide  for  the  teachers. 

Dr.  SaflRray,  the  author  of  a  work  of  this  kind,  says  that  the  idea  of 
object  lessons  is  to  learn  to  observe  the  objects,  to  name  them,  compare 
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them  and  know  otherwise  than  by  hearsay,  ordinary  things,  their  origin, 
transformations  and  use. 

The  object  lesson  should  be  an  attractive  observation  by  means  of  the 
senses  and  and  of  the  mind.  For  that  purpose  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
show  the  children  si)ecimens,  models  or  drawings.  Without  collections  to 
explain  the  lessons  they  lose  their  character  and  their  usefalness,  and  dege- 
nerate into  word  lessons. 

I  have  succeeded  in  getting  the  holidays  to  commence  everywhere  on 
the  first  of  August  and  to  end  on  the  first  of  October,  with  the  exception  of 
the  parishes  of  Grrandmont  and  Pointe  aux  Trembles.  In  all  or  nearly  all 
of  the  parishes  I  have  called  upon  the  commissioners  to  assemble  together 
and  in  several  places  I  even  held  public  meetings.  These  worthy  gentle- 
men, to  whom  I  have  but  praise  to  award,  when  informed  of  the  day  and 
hour  of  my  visit,  have  been  happy  to  attend  the  examinations. 

The  interest  taken  in  the  success  of  the  schools  is  apparent  every  year, 
and  in  my  last  inspections  I  found  to  my  great  satisfaction  that  several  of 
the  parents  attended. 

The  secretary-treasurers  all  keep  their  accounts  according  to  the  oflScial 
method,  and  I  have  to  congratulate  myself  upon  the  way  in  which  a  great 
number  of  them  perform  their  duty. 

The  accounts  are  audited  every  year  by  a  competent  auditor  selected 
by  the  commissioners.  The  secretary-treasurer  of  Laterriere  was  the  only 
one  whose  accounts  had  not  been  audited  when  I  made  my  inspection :  I 
advised  the  commissioners  to  see  to  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  pay  great  attention  to  the  engaging  of  the  teachers ;  before  signing 
an  engagement,  the  commissioners  always  consult  me  and  I,  as  it  were, 
have  the  selection  of  the  teachers.    This  has  a  good  effect. 

I  have  not  spoken  of  each  school  in  particular  as  I  did  in  my  previous 
reports,  because  my  inspection  bulletins  give  you  all  the  details  about  the 
schools. 
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In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  I  think  the  contents  of  this  report  will 
convince  you  that  the  schools  under  my  charge  continue  progressing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOS.  ED.  SAVAED 

School  Inspector. 


MR.  SIMARD 
(Translation.) 

Sr.  G-ERVAis,  5th  October,  1883. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you,  with  my  grand  statistical  table,  my 
annual  rei)ort  upon  the  state  of  public  instruction  in  my  district  of  inspec- 
tion. 

As  those  statistics  show,  it  is  satisfactory.  Each  year  there  is  a  marked 
increase,  which  I  ascribe,  to  your  constant  efforts,  and  to  the  wise  regula- 
tions of  the  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

Nevertheless,  we  meet,  during  our  visits,  strong  opposition  to  the  re- 
forms w^hich  we  seek  to  introduce  ;  we  even  frequently  find  persons  who 
laugh  at  those  to  whom  the  law  has  confided  the  cause  of  public  instruc- 
tion. Such  persons  are  to  be  pitied  more  than  blamed :  it  is  ignorance 
rather  than  ill-will,  which  makes  them  act  in  this  way. 

I  have  remarked  no  new  obstacle  to  the  progress  of  public  instruction 
in  my  division.  The  serious  obstacles  to  the  eflBiciency  of  schools,  at  least 
in  schools  in  parishes  newly  established  (and  [these  parishes  form  a  large 
proportion  of  my  district)  are  generally  a  consequence  of  the  straightened 
circumstances  in  which  the  rate-payers  sometimes  find  themselves,  and  un- 
fortunately also  to  their  indifference.  I  do  not  know  how  the  Legislature 
could  remedy  this  evil. 
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As  to  public  indifference,  I  know  of  only  one  remedy  for  it,  it  is  to 
make  our  school  so  efficient  by  employing  good  teachers,  that  they  will 
kill  this  indifference  themselves.  What  creates  and  sustains  this  indiffer- 
ence for  the  school,  in  other  words,  the  reason  why  children  are  not  regu- 
larly sent  to  school,  or  withdrawn  therefrom  too  soon,  is  because  so  many  of 
our  schools  are  of  an  inferior  class.  This  remedy  for  indifference,  of  which 
I  speak,  is  not  simply  theoretical ;  it  is  a  fact  which  any  person  who  takes 
an  interest,  in  schools  must  have  observed  that  schools  are  in  popular 
favor  in  proportion  to  the  success  obtained  by  the  teachers  and  the  progress 
made  by  scholars. 

To  oblige  teachers  to  have  diplomas  from  the  Normal  school  to  be 
qualified,  is  to  reduce  the  number  of  inferior  teachers  who  are  still  too 
numerous,  in  spite  of  the  change  for  the  better  in  the  teaching  staff  since 
some  years  ;  it  would  kill  all  competition  in  salaries  and  would  have  for 
effect  an  increase.  Very  frequently  the  knowledge  that  rate-payers  have 
of  the  incapacity  of  teachers  has  as  much  to  do  as  poverty  and  meanness 
in  preventing  salaries  from  being  higher. 

I  do  not  wish  anybody  to  infer  from  this  that  my  district  is  inferior  to 
others,  as  far  as  teachers  are  concerned.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  pleased  to 
be  able  to  state,  that  the  proportion  of  good  teachers  in  my  district  is  con- 
siderable and  is  increasing  every  year ;  but  I  speak  in  a  general  way,  for 
it  is  not  a  reason,  because  things  are  going  well,  not  to  try  to  do  still  better. 

*  He  who  wishes  to  attain  an  object  must  take  the  means  to  attain  it, 
and  I,  profit  by  this  opportunity  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  a  law  obliging 
a  candidate  for  a  diploma  as  teacher  to  study  during  at  least  one  year  in  a 
Normal  school  or  in  a  convent,  would  do  much  good  for  the  advancement 
of  education  and  for  the  improvement  of  our  teaching  staff. 

I  cannot  pass  over  in  silence  the  lively  interest  that  the  clergy  take  in 
» 

•the  instruction  and  education  of  our  youth,  and  it  is  consoling  for  me 
io  meet  in  each  locality  with  the  assistance  of  the  priest,  and  to  be  able  to 
observe  the  cordial  relations  which  exist  between  him  and  the  school  com- 
missioners.   In  this  way  our  schools  must  necessarily  progress. 

The  too  frequent  changes  of  masters,  so  detrimental  to  the  education  of 
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youth,  is  caused  by  the  smallness  of  the  salaries  and  the  almost  exclusive 
choice,  made  in  a  spirit  of  parsimony,  of  incompetent  teachers.  It  is  an  evil 
which  time  and  prosperity  alone  will  cure.  It  is  my  duty  here  to  praise  the 
teachers  from  the  Normal  schools.  Many  female  teachers  who  have  studied 
in  the  various  convents  of  my  district  also  fulfil  their  duties  with  devoted- 
ness  and  success.  Others,  coming  from  inferior  schools,  make  inferior 
teachers,  unfit  to  teach. 

My  grand  statistical  table  shows  satisfactory  surpluses  for  the  year 
1882-83.  I  may  even  say  that  on  adding  up  the  figures  I  was  surprised 
beyond  all  expectation. 

The  evil  of  emigration,  which  has  raged  this  year,  above  all  in  the  new 
parishes  of  my  district,  made  me  anticipate  a  decrease. 

To  be  able  to  establish  that  the  number  of  children  attending  school 
has  increased,  in  spite  of  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  the  population,  is  a 
consoling  fact  in  so  far  as  public  instruction  is  concerned.  However  I  have 
reasons  to  believe  that  this  emigration  will  only  last  a  short  time. 

To  prove  what  I  have  advanced,  permit  me,  to  insert  here  the  following 
comparative  table : 


Namber  of  school  boaees 

Total  of  pupils 

Pupils  writing 

Pupils    learniug    arithmetic 

<'  "  book-keeping . . . , 

u  <(  French  grammar 

"  «<  geography 

'«  "  history 

«  *'  drawing 

«  "  agriculture 


81-82 


169 
6975 
3797 
4481 

845 
2458 
1586 
2078 
3080 
1681 


82-83 


172 
7433 
4203 
4877 
1351 
3041 
2115 
2778 
3832 
2309 


Increase. 


3 
458 
436 
386 
506 
583 
529 
700 
752 
628 
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As  my  statistical  table  shows,  all  the  subjects  of  the  cnTricnlum  are 
taught  to  a  good  ntunber  of  scholars. 

I  am  also  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  the  subjects  are  now  taught 
in  most  of  the  schools  of  my  district ;  however  I  think  it  only  right  to 
remark  that  the  teaching  of  history  and  above  all  of  geography  is  not  all 
that  could  be  desired  ;  the  scholars  are  not  shown  the  use  of  the  map.  It 
is  generally  thought  that  the  map  is  hung  on  the  wall  as  an  ornament  and 
not  to  be  studied. 

Permit  me  to  ask  a  supplementary  aid  in  favor  of  poor  municipali- 
ties in  my  district.  These  municipalities  are :  in  the  county  of  Bellechasse^ 
St.  Magloire,  Mailloux  and  Armagh  ;  in  the  county  of  Montmagny,  St.  Paul 
de  Montminy ;  in  the  county  of  L'lslet,  St.  Pamphile,  Ste.  Perpetue,  St. 
Benoit,  St.  Damase  and  St.  Cyrille. 

As  figures  speak  for  themselves,  I  believe  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  add  anything  to  this  report ;  I  will  simply,  as  in  past  years,  give  the 
names  of  teachers  who  have  been  worthy  of  notice  during  this  year  : 

Misses  Odile  Kichard,  Eugenie  Bellanger,  Eugenie  Marie  and  Celina 
Pelletier,  St.  Jean  Port-Joli ;  Elise  Chalifoux  and  Josephine  Leclerc,  Islet  ; 
Delima  Legros  and  Elmina  Dionne,  St.  Roch  des  Aulnets ;  Odile  Moriii, 
Malvina  Paradis  and  Celina  Caron,  St.  Aubert ;  Hermine  Leclerc,  St.  Euge- 
ne ;  Eugenie  Chalifour,  St.  Cyrille ;  M.  Alphonsine  Joncas  and  Delima 
Boutin,  St.  Fran9ois  ;  Aurelie  Laberge  and  Louise  Gkumont,  St.  Thomas  ; 
Sophie  Casault,  St.  Pierre  ;  Julie  Boule,  Berthier ;  Pommela  Pare,  St.  Raphael : 
Flore  Catellier,  Beaumont ;  Sophie  Martineau  et  Zephirine  Martineau,  St. 
Michel ;  Anna  Bellanger  and  Adeline  Blois,  St.  Valier ;  Hermine  Tanguay 
and  Emma  Koyer,  St.  Q-ervais. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  PH.  SIMARD. 

Schoid  Inspector, 
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ME.  STENSON. 
(TranslcUion) 

Shebbbooke,  August,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  my  annual  report  upon  the  state 
of  the  schools  of  my  district  of  inspection  at  the  end  of  the  school  year 
finished  on  the  30th  ol  June  last.  The  statistical  table  which  accompanies 
this  report  will  show  that  the  number  of  schools  in  this  district  is  always 
increasing. 

In  the  number  of  educational  establishments  of  all  kinds,  there  is  an 
increase  of  seventeen  over  last  yeai;,  and  the  total  number  of  scholars  this 
year  shows  an  increase  of  seven  hundred  and  three.  The  proportion  of  the 
increase  is  thus  forty-one  scholars  for  each  school.  The  average  number  of 
scholars  in  each  school  in  this  district,  is  thirty-four,  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  twenty-five. 

The  total  number  of  scholars  in  this  district  is  6171.  Nearly  three- 
fourths  of  this  number  read  fluently,  the  half  of  the  total  number  practise 
writing  and  the  rules  of  arithmetic.  13*78  learn  grammar  ;  14*78  industrial 
linear  drawing ;  926  history,  and  364  book-keeping.  The  total  amount  of 
the  salaries  of  184  teachers  is  $19,036.00  which  gives  an  average  salary  of 
$104.00  to  each,  besides  lodging  and  heating  the  schools  and  teachers' 
apartments. 

The  extraordinary  severity  of  the  weather  last  winter  greatly  retarded 
the  progress  of  scholars  in  the  country  schools,  because  the  children  could 
not  attend  school  regularly  on  account  of  the  frequent  storms  which  ren- 
dered the  roads  impassable.  The  continual  rain  in  the  spring  also  prevented 
a  great  number  from  attending  school. 

The  same  reasons  which  prevented  scholars  from  attending  schools  have 
rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  make  my  visits  as  regularly  as  I  would 
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have  wished,  As  I  had  the  honor  of  telling  you  in  a  special  report,  I  do 
not  believe  it  my  duty  to  repeat  what  I  have  already  said,  in  this  report. 

It  is  useless  to  enter  into  any  details  respecting  the  different  municipa- 
lities and  the  different  schools,  as  all  those  details  are  given  in  the  bulle- 
tins which  I  have  forwarded  to  you  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  scholars  who  have  attended  the  school  held  bv  the 

m 

Reverend  brothers  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  at  Sherbrooke,  reached  440.  They 
will  be  obliged  to  open  a  new  class  in  this  institution  next  year,  because 
the  rooms  were  overcrowded  and  the  number  of  scholars  in  each  class  was 
too  large  for  the  professors  to  obtain  all  the  success  desired. 

English  is  now  taught  in  the  most  advanced  class  of  the  girls'  school 
held  by  the  Eeverend  Sisters  of  the  Congregation  in  this  city ;  the  results 
are  satisfactory. 

The  board  of  Catholic  commissioners  of  the  town  of  Richmond  have 
kept  their  two  model  schools  on  a  good  footing ;  the  English  class,  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  M.  Kearney,  a  pupil  of  the  Laval  Normal  school,  has 
given  the  most  complete  satisfaction.  Professor  Bellerose  is  engaged  to 
teach  the  French  class  in  this  establishment  during  the  year  to  begin  on 
the  1st  of  September  next.  The  Catholic  population  of  the  town  of  Rich- 
mond, encouraged  by  the  success  obtained  in  the  new  school  this  year,  have 
decided  to  take  a  step  further.  A  magnificent  brick  building,  three  stories 
high,  will  be  ready  next  fall  and  immediately  delivered  over  to  the  Reve- 
rend Dames  de  la  Congregation  Notre-Dame,  who  will  open  their  classes  on 
the  1st  of  December  next. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  pupils  are  tolerably  well  provided  with  books 
and  other  necessary  furniture,  and  in  nearly  every  school  there  are  maps. 
Geography  is  taught  in  a  more  practical  manner  than  in  the  past,  and  his- 
tory is  in  consequence  better  understood.  I  must  congratulate  myself  u}K>n 
the  introduction  of  a  new  attendance  book,  which  I  prepared  for  the  schools 
of  my  district,  as  well  as  upon  the  system  which  I  established  last  year  of 
leaving  the  books  for  prizes  on  my  first  visit  to  be  given  to  the  scholars 
who  merit  them  on  my  second  visit. 


185 


The  notice  which  you  gave  to  a  great  number  of  municipalities 
that  you  were  decided  to  withdraw  the  grant  from  all  those  who  had  not 
conformed  to  your  instructions  by  removing  the  defects  and  imperfections 
which  for  a  long  time  had  been  tolerated,  had  a  wonderful  eflFect.  The 
corporations  threatened  hastened  to  make  the  improvements  required  in 
the  best  way  possible.  I  do  not  pretend  that  there  is  nothing  more  to  be 
desired ;  on  the  contrary,  we  must  yet  wait  for  some  time  before  reaching 
perfection,  for  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  a  large  number  of  the 
corporations  do  not  permit  the  authorities  to  incur  any  great  expense. 
Therefore,  I  hope  that  you  will  be  lenient  in  certain  .cases  where  the 
want  of  pecuniary  means  is  the  only  reason  which  retards  the  improve- 
ments and  progress  desired.  In  the  meantime,  I  hope  that  this  year's 
abundant  harvest  and  the  general  prosperity  which  is  everywhere  evident 
in  this  district  will  contribute  largely  to  the  advancement  of  education,  for 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  people  are  fally  willing,  and  that  it  is  only  the 
want  of  money  which  prevents  them  from  immediately  attaining  the  end 
which  they  have  in  view. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


M.  T.  STENSON, 

School  Inspector, 
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MR.  TETRAULT. 
(Translation.) 

LouiSEViLLE,  20th  September,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  schools  in 
my  Inspection  Division  for  the  year  1882-83. 

The  schools  of  all  kinds  were  attended  by  five  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixty-four  pupils,  or  twenty-two  less  than  last  year.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  three  schools  which  were  usually  attended  by  about  a  hundred 
pupils,  were  closed. 

I  paid  a  first  visit  to  all  the  schools  in  my  division,  but  I  could  only 
visit  one  half  of  them  for  the  second  time.  The  continued  bad  weather 
during  the  whole  of  the  winter  and  a  part  of  the  spring  did  not  allow  me 
to  do  more. 

There  are  at  present  in  this  district  one  hundred  and  nineteen  educa- 
tional establishments  of  all  kinds,  namely : — 

A  classical  college  at  Three  Rivers,  where  the  studies  commence  with 
a  commercial  course.  This  institution,  which  has  only  been  in  operation 
for  a  few  years,  has  three  hundred  pupils  in  two  courses.  It  is  in  nowise 
inferior  to  the  other  institutions  of  the  same  kind,  and  it  even  has  an 
advantage  over  several  of  the  latter ;  I  mean  its  commercial  course.  It  is  a 
well  known  fact  that  one-half  of  those  who  commence  with  a  classical 
course  only  go  half  way ;  some  leave  after  two  or  three  years,  while  others 
remain  a  little  longer.  The  result  is  that  the  young  men  being  thus  inte^ 
rupted  in  their  studies  become  incapable  of  earning  a  livelihood  while,  by 
commencing  with  a  classical  course,  the  pupils  at  the  end  of  two  years 
have  acquired  practical  knowledge,  and  are  in  a  position  to  make  their  way 
in  the  world.  It  is  to  this  to  this  undeniable  advantage  that  the  number 
of  pupils  must  be  attributed. 
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Three  academies: — ^The  Catholic  Academies  of  Yamachiche  and  of 
Three  Rivers,  nnder  the  charge  of  the  Christian  Brothers,  and  the  Protestant 
Academy  or  High  School  of  the  latter  city.  These  three  institutions  have 
nearly  nine  hundred  pupils  and  give  a  good  commercial  education. 

^  The  two  Catholic  Academies  render  great  service  to  the  poorer  classes, 

especially  through  the  excellent  religious  education  they  give,  and  which  is 
the  special  characteristic  of  these  two  excellent  institutions. 

Seven  convents,  at  the  head  of  which  is  that  of  the  Ursulines,  in  Three 
Rivers,  the  oldest  and  the  most  imjwrtant,  and  those  of  Yamachiche  and 
those  of  Pointe  du  Lac.  These  seven  convents,  scattered  throughout  the 
various  parishes  of  my  division,  give  an  excellent  education  to  nearly  eight 
hundred  girls.  • 

Eight  model  schools,  the  best  of  which  is  that  of  Louiseville  and  St. 
IJrsule.  All  these  schools  give  satisfaction  through  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  kept  and  the  zeal  of  those  in  charge  of  them,  although  in  some  of 
them  the  model  class  is  attended  only  by  a  limited  number  of  pupils. 

1  That  of  St.  Severe,  for  instance,  had  only  one  pupil  in  that  class ;  the 

youth  of  the  children  who  attend  this  school  is  the  cause  of  this. 

Ninety-seven  primary  schools : — Two  of  these  are  equal  to  the  best 
model  schools  in  this  division ;  they  are  those  of  Petit  Bois  and  Beausejour, 
at  Riviere  du  Loup,  kept  by  Messrs.  Godfroid  Caron  and  Ernest  Magnan. 

Three  are  excellent : — Those  of  Haut'du-G-rand-Rang,  at  St.  L6on,  of  the 
sixth  Range  of  St.  Elie  and  No.  1  of  the  banlieue,  of  Three  Rivers.  These 
three  schools  may  also  compare  favorably  with  some  of  the  model  schools 
above  mentioned.  Thirty  are  good  and  are  distributed  throughout  the 
various  parishes  of  this  district,  Maskinonge  taking  the  lead.  Riviere  du 
Loup  and  Shawingan  have  the  greatest  number  of  these  good  schools. 
*  Thirty  are  satisfactory  and  the  remainder  are  more  or  less  weak  or  very 
inferior. 

The  number  of  indifferent  schools  has  increased  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  competent  teachers.     In  order  not  to  leave  a  good  many  schools  closed 
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during  the  year  I  was  compelled  to  allow  a  certain  nuftiber  of  teachers, 
whom  in  previous  years  I  had  recommended,  to  be  dismissed,  owing  to  their 
incapacity.  I  considered  that  it  was  better  to  hare  an  indiflferent  school 
than  to  have  none  at  all.  Although  I  allowed  these  teachers,  such  as  they 
were,  to  be  engaged,  several  schools  remained  closed  for  want  of  teachers. 

In  the  municipalities  of  St.  Severe,  Yamachiche  and  St.  Etienne  the 
inferior  schools  predominate,  for  the  reason  that  the  teachers  are  paid  less 
there  than  elsewhere. 

The  parishes  which  pay  their  teachers  the  best  are,  in  the  first  place, 
Maskinonge,  then  St.  Justin,  St.  Didace  and  Shawingan. 

The  school-houses  are  everywhere  in  good  order  except  at  Yamachiche 
and  St.  Etienne,  where  I  found  several  in  a  deplorable  condition.  My  bul- 
letins have  informed  you  of  these  houses,  and  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  the 
well  deserved  remonstrances  which  I  made  to  these  municipalities  which 
are  too  indifferent  to  the  progress  of  their  schools,  will  not  remain 
unheeded. 

The  parish  of  St.  Didace,  one  of  the  poorest  in  my  division,  has  the  best 
school-houses.  They  are  six  in  number,  and  are  all  in  conformity  with  the 
regulations  governing  the  construction  of  such  houses. 

Six  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  course  of  the  year,  all  upon 
plans  approved  of  by  your  Department,  which  I  myself  supplied  to  the 
school  commissioners.  Several  houses  have  also  been  considerably  repaired, 
and  I  seized  the  opportunity  to  get  them  enlarged  by  raising  the  ceilings. 
This  costs  but  little  (from  $15  to  $20)  and  contributes  greatly  towards  mak- 
ing the  class-rooms  more  healthy  and  suitable. 

The  improvement  of  the  schools  is  another  of  the  reforms  which  I  wish 
to  see  effected,  and  one  of  those  on  which  I  insist  the  most.  To  wait  until 
these  houses  be  rebuilt  before  getting  the  ceilings  raised,  as  some  people 
desire,  would  be  to  postpone  this  great  improvement  for  forty  years  in  the 
case  of  one  half  of  the  present  school-houses. 

The  school  furniture  continues  to  improve.  Several  municipalities, 
amongst  others,  Maskinonge,  Riviere  du  Loup  and  St.  Barnab^,  have  pro- 
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cured  entirely  new  furniture,  and  have  expended  several  hundreds  of  dol- 
lars for  that  purpose.  The  municipality  of  St.  Justin  is  the  greatest  defaulter 
in  this  respect.  In  this  flourishing  municipality  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  get  a  complete  set  of  good  furniture  for  all  the  schools ;  the  village  is 
.  suitably  provided.  I  have  pointed  out  to  you  the  schools  which  had  to 
suffer  in  this  respect ;  but,  notwithstanding  your  remonstrances  to  this 
municipality,  the  desks  are  very  defective,  the  forms  have  no  backs,  and 
remain  instruments  of  torture  for  the  young  children. 

The  schools  continue  to  be  well  supplied  with  books.  It  is  true  that 
there  are  some  exceptions,  but  they  are  rare.  The  municipality  of  St, 
Etienne  is  the  only  one  where  the  teachers  complained  of  a  lack  of  school 
supplies. 

The  secretary-treasurers'  accounts  are  generally  well  and  honestly 
kept ;  but  I  found  arrears  of  assessments  in  several  municipalities  where  I 
thought  I  had  caused  this  abuse  to  disappear  a  long  time  ago.  The  parish 
of  St.  Didace  is  not  without  reproach  in  this  respect. 

The  parish  of  St.  Etienne,  which  was  so  long  encumbered  by  debt, 
\     has  replaced  its  finances  on  a  good  footing  through  the  ability  and  energy  of 
its  secretary-treasurer,  to  whom  I  am  grateful  for  the  active  assistance  he 
he  gives  me. 

The  teachers  are  pretty  regularly  paid  everywhere.  In  several  muni- 
cipalities the  salaries  are  paid  every  two  months,  as  I  have  recommended  or 
asked.  The  parish  of  Maskinonge  gives  an  example  in  this  respect  which 
I  would  like  to  see  followed  everywhere ;  it  has  not  had  one  cent  of  arrears 
for  years.  There  are  always  several  hundred  dollars  in  hand  and  the 
teachers  are  paid  monthly  or  oftener  if  they  wish  it.  This  excellent  result 
is  due  to  the  zeal  of  the  secretary-treasurer  of  this  municipality,  as  are 
also  several  useful  reforms  which  have  been  effected  in  the  municipality. 

In  the  majority  of  the  schools  the  pupils  read  and  write  well,  and  I 
may  say  that  in  the  teaching  of  arithmetic  there  is  a  marked  improvement, 
but  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  the  latter  branch,  and  I  cannot  help 
stating  that  all  the  young  teachers  are  unpardonably  weak  on  this  subject. 
Grammar  is  learnt  with  very  little  benefit  by  the  boys  in  most  of  the  primary 
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schools.    The  girls  are  more  advanced  in  this  respect.    This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  boys  lose  more  time  and  leave  school  sooner. 

Book-keeping  leaves  little  to  be  desired  wherever  the  pupils  have  suf- 
ficiently acquired  preliminary  knowledge. 

My  statistical  table  shews  a  very  satisfactory  increase  in  the  number  of 
pupils  who  have  studied  the  various  branches  of  the  curriculum.  This 
increase  is  over  one  hundred  in  the  most  important  and  most  useftd 
branches. 

« 

But  I  must  say  at  the  same  time  that  in  a  good  many  schools  several 
subjects  are  taught  very  superficially  and  only  for  form's  sake.  Several 
causes  retard  the  progress  of  primary  education.  These  causes  have 
been  pointed  out  every  year  for  a  long  time  and  always  remain  the 
same : — Irregular  attendance  at  school^  the  parsimony  which  prevails  in 
everything  connected  with  the  schools,  the  want  of  the  necessary  capacity 
or  of  talent  in  a  great  many  of  the  teachers,  and  the  necessity  for  competent 
ones,  which  is  the  inevitable  result  of  the  want  of  encouragement  given  to 
these  worthy  servants  of  our  country. 

The  irregular  attendance  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  children  find  too 
little  comfort  and  attraction  in  the  schools,  and  also  that  few  teachers  know 
how  to  render  their  teaching  interesting  and  to  make  their  pupik  like 
school. 

We  could  improve  the  attendance  by  giving  the  children  all  the  com- 
fort they  should  have,  and  by  placing  at  the  head  of  each  school  a  teacher 
who  would  be  worthy  of  the  important  mission  entrusted  to  him. 

The  most  important  reform  to  be  efiected  consists  in  increasing  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers  in  proportion  to  their  acquirements. 

I  have  to  congratulate  the  teachers  of  my  division,  as  a  body,  upon  the 
zeal  displayed  by  most  of  them  in  the  management  of  the  schools.  All  are 
not  successful,  but  I  cannot  impute  their  want  of  success  to  voluntary 
neglect.    All,  with  five  or  six  exceptions,  have  done  their  best. 

There  are  only  five  male  teachers  in  my  division.    All  deserve  honorable 
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mention.  They  are : — Messrs.  Caroa  and  Magnan,  of  whom  I  have  already 
spoken,  at  Riviere  du  Loup;  Maurice  Deleglise,  at  Louiseville ;  Bruno 
Chagnon,  at  St.  Ursule;  Joseph  Lefebvre  and  Evariste  Leblanc,  at  Mas- 
kinonge. 

The  best  among  the  female  teachers  are : — ^Misses  Elise  Daveluy,  at  Ponte 
du  Lac:  Philomene  Jalbert,  at  St.  L6on;  Alphonsine  Giroux,  at  Three 
Rivers ;  Evelina  Houde,  at  Maskinonge ;  Marie  Pepin,  at  St.  Elie ;  Olive 
Lefebvre,  at  St.  Justin,  and  Elise  Laperriere,  at  Shawingan. 

Although  a  good  many  of  my  schools  are  somewhat  deficient,  I  think 
the  general  progress  is  satisfactory. 

Such  are  the  remarks  which  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  add  to  the  infor- 
mation already  sent  you  in  my  bulletins. 


I  have  the  honor,  etc. 


AMBROSE  TETRAULT, 

School  Inspector 
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ME.  THOMPSON. 

Leeds,  10th  September,  1888. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Schools  of  this 
District  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1883. 

In  looking  over  the  Grand  Statistical  Table,  (which  I  forwarded  a  few 
days  ago),  you  will  see  that  the  number  of  pupils  attending  school  is  con- 
siderably larger  than  last  year.  This  is  owing  to  my  having  included  in 
my  report  the  schools  of  St.  Sylvestre,  St.  Patrick,  St.  Giles  and  liniere. 

These  schools  were  until  last  year  under  the  supervision  of  Ii^spector 
Yien,  but  are  now  inspected  and  reported  by  me. 

Generally  speaking,  the  schools  of  this  District  have  improved  consid- 
erably during  the  year.  The  elementary  teachers  have  improved  very 
much  during  the  last  few  years.  This  is  owing  largely  to  the  facilities 
afforded  for  attending  the  academy  at  Inverness,  an  institution  which  has 
been  well  managed  for  the  last  four  years,  and  also  to  the  amended  regnla- 
tions  for  granting  diplomas  by  the  different  Boards  of  Examiners.  A  good 
number  of  the  teachers  are  graduates  of  the  McGill  Normal  School.  In 
order  to  give  you  a  more  correct  idea  of  the  state  of  the  schools  in  this  dis- 
trict I  will  describe  each  municipality  separately : — 

County  of  Dorchester. 

St.  Edouard,  (Frampton  "West). — ^The  Dissentient  School  of  this  place 
has  been  taught  for  the  last  twelve  years  by  Mr.  Hugh  Dickson,  who  has 
lately  been  compelled  to  resign  on  account  of  failing  health.  The  atten- 
dance at  this  school  had  considerably  diminished  during  the  last  year. 

St.  Malachie,  (Frampton  East). — ^There  were  two  schools  in  operation  in 
this  municipality  at  the  time  of  my  visit  last  winter.  The  one  at  Henrison, 
in  District  No.  1,  was  well  conducted  by  Miss  Penny,  who  has  taught  this 
school  for  three  years  consecutively. 
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No.  2  has  not  been  long  established  and  has  not  yet  made  much 
progress. 

The  Dissentient  School  in  the  neighboring  municipality[of  Cranbourne 
has  not  been  in  operation  for  some  years,  owing  to  a  large  number  of  its 
I  supporters  having  left  the  place^  There  is  also  a  small  Protestant  settle- 
ment in  the  Township  of  Standon,  in  which  a  school  was  kept  some  time 
ago.  This  has  been  discontinued,  however,  and  the  children  attend  the 
Eoman  Catholic  Schools  in  the  vicinity. 

County  of  Beauce. 

Sacre  CcBur  de  Jesus. — The  Dissentient  School|here  is  not  so  large  as 
formerly,  the  attendance  having  decreased  to  twenty-one.  The  trustees  did 
not  succeed  in  finding  a  teacher  for  the  summer  months. 

Liniere. — ^The  school  at  this  place  has  been  taught  during  the  year  by 
Miss  Margaret  Jamieson,  a  very  efficient  teacher.  The  attendance  was 
about  thirty.     Progress  very  satisfactory. 

Leeds — There  are  at  present  seven  schools  in  operation  in  this  munici- 
I      pality,  including  the  Model  School  at  Leeds  village.    Two  school-houses  are 
in  process  of  erection.     Average  salary  of  teachers,  $12  per  month. 

Leeds  South. — There  are  also  seven  schools  in  Leeds  South.  All  are  in 
a  fair  state  of  efficiency.  The  best  is  the  one  at  K^innear's  Mills,  which  is 
being  taught  by  Mr.  Samuel  Stevenson.     Average  salary,  $12  per  month. 

Inverness. — There  are  in  all  thirteen  schoolsfin^Inverness,  including  an 
academy.  Nine  of  these  schools  have  been  in  operation  eight  months  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  the  remaining  four  only  four  months.  The  best  of  the 
elementary  schools  were  those  taught  by  Mr.  George  Murray,  Mr.  Dougald 
McKillop  and  Miss  Catherine  McKillop. 

The  accounts  of  the  corporation  are  well  kept  by  the  Secretary-Trea- 
I       surer,  W.  H.  Lambly,  Esq.,  Inverness  West. 

The  three  Protestant  schools  of  this  place  have  been  in  operation  only 
four  months  during  the  past  year.  These  schools  are  all  poorly  attended 
^nd  not  much  progress  made  in  any  of  them. 
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Ireland  North. — There  are  now  only  three  schools  in  Ireland  North,  but 
these  are  kept  in  operation  eight  months  during  the  year.  Progress  satis- 
factory. 

Ireland,  South. — ^Four  schools  were  in  operation  in  this  municipality 
last  winter.  All  better  attended  than  formerly.  The  school  commissioners 
also  appear  to  be  more  attentive  to  their  duties  than  in  former  years,  and 
the  teachers  are  more  regularly  paid.  The  model  school  at  Maple  Grove 
was  closed  at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

Nelson. — There  are,  as  usual,  only  two  Protestant  schools  in  Nelson,  and 
these  are  kept  in  operation  only  during  the  winter  months.  That  in  Dis- 
trict No.  1  has  been  very  successful  under  the  management  of  Miss  Isabella 
Gowdie,  an  excellent  teacher. 

St.  Ferdinand  d'Halifax,  (Dissentient). — ^This  corporation  supports  four 
schools,  one  of  them  only  occasionally.  The  best  is  in  District  No.  1,  taught 
by  Miss  Matilda  Jane  Kerr. 

The  accounts  are  honestly  kept  by  Mr.  Eobert  Kerr,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

St.  Sophie  d'Halifax. — There  is  only  one  Protestant  School  in  this 
municipality.  It  is  only  with  difficulty  that  the  few  scattered  ratepayers 
support  a  school  during  four  months  in  each  year.     Attendance,  eighteen. 

St.  Julie  de  Somerset. — The  Dissentient  school  in  District  No.  1  was  in 
operation  four  months  during  the  past  year,  and  was  taught  by  Miss  Kate 
McEannon,  who  holds  a  model  school  diploma.  The  attendance  was  only 
fifteen. 

I  did  not  visit  the  school  at  St.  Julie  station,  as  it  is  now  attended  by 
only  a  very  few  Protestant  children,  the  majority  being  Boman  Catholics. 

County  of  Wolfe. 

South  Ham. — Two  Protestant  schools  were  in  operation  in  this  muni- 
cipality when  I  visited  it  last  winter.  No.  1  was  attended  by  only  nine 
pupils. 

There  was  an  attendance  of  twenty-eight  in  District  No.  2.  The 
scholars  were  not  far  advanced  but  appeared  to  be  progressing  very  well. 
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The  Protestants  of  South  Ham  have  never  dissented  and  are  well  satisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  their  school  affairs  are  managed  by  the  school 
commissioners. 

Weedon. — The  Dissentient  school  of  this  municipality  has  ceased  to 
exist.  The  children  in  the  district  now  attend  school  in  the  neighboring 
municipality  of  lingwick. 

Whitton. — ^At  the  time  of  my  last  visit  to  this  place  only  two  of  the 
schools  were  in  operation.  The  schools  of  Spring  Hill  and  Marsboro  were 
closed  on  account  of  sickness  in  the  neighborhood. 

Hampden. — The  model  school  here  is  taught  by  Miss  Alice  StaflTord, 
who  holds  ar  model  school  diploma  from  the  McQ-ill  Normal  School. 

The  other  schools  were  closed  |at  the  time  of  my  visit  on  account  of 
diphtheria,  but  have  since  re-opened. 

South  Winslow. — There  are  in  all  five  schools  in  this  municipality. 
Four  of  them  were  in  operation  at  the  time  of  my  visit.  The  one  at  the 
village  of  Stornoway,  taught  by  Miss  Anna  M.  Cameron,  is  by  far  the  best, 
and  is  superior  to  many  of  the  model  schools.     The  others  are  well  attended. 

The  taxes  are  regularly  collected  and  teachers  well  paid  by  the  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer,  John  A.  McDonald. 

Ling  wick. — ^The  municipality  of  Ling  wick  supports  seven  schools,  one 
of  them  being  a  model  school.  All  of  these  schools  were  in  operation  at 
the  time  of  my  last  visit.  The  best  of  the  elementary  schools  were  those 
taught  by  Misses  Harriet  Young  and  Jessie  M.  Bottom.  The  model  school 
was  well  conducted  by  Miss  Bella  French. 

The  average  salary  of  the  teachers  in  this  municipality  is  $125  per  year. 
The  accounts  are  honestly  kept  by  Mr.  Alexander  McKay. 

County  of  Lotbiniere. 

St.  Sylvestre. — The  dissentients  here  support  only  one  school,  which  is 

a  model  school,  and  has  been  taught  for  some  time  by  Miss  Mary  A.  Over- 

ing,  a  graduate  of  the  McGill  Normal  School.    This  teacher  has  given  much 
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satisfaction  during  the  time  she  has  taught  in  St.  Sylvestre,  and  is  worthy 
of  special  mention  for  her  efficiency  and  zeal. 

St.  Patrick. — ^There  are  two  schools  belonging  to  the  Dissentient  Cor- 
poration of  St.  Patrick,  both  of  them  well  attended.    Miss  Smith,  who  is  an 

excellent  teacher  had  charge  of  No.  1  at  the  time  of  my  visit.    No.  2  was 
closed  on  account  of  the  teacher  having  left,  but  is  now  again  in  operation. 

St.  Griles. — A  small  school  was  kept  in  this  place  last  winter,  the 
attendance  being  only  fifteen.  The  teacher,  Miss  EUen  Winn  holds  a  first 
class  model  school  diploma. 

Trusting  that  the  above  sketch  along  with  the  bulletins  of  inspection 
and  grand  statistical  table  will  be  sufficient  to  give  you  a  correct  idea  of 
the  state  of  education  in  this  district. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

WM.  THOMPSON, 

Inspector  of  Sdiools. 
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MR.  TREMBLAY. 

(Translation), 

Anse  a  Gris-Fond,  15th  September,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  report  as  well  as  the  statistics  as  to 
education  in  this  country  for  the  school  year  1882-83. 

I  will  briefly  run  over  certain  propositions  which  have  not  escaped 
your  vigilance  and  to  which  you  have  already  called  the  attention  of  the 
authorities,  namely : 

1.  To  press  the  payment  of  the  school  taxes,  by  levying  a  sufficiently 
heavy  interest  on  the  balance  due. 

2.  To  apportion  the  grant  according  to  the  average  attendance  of 
children  at  school. 

3.  To  give  the  Commissioners  the  power  of  supplying  the  schools 
with  all  school  necessaries.  We  might  add,  without  omitting  the  fuel, 
which  is  generally  very  badly  supplied. 

4.  To  grant  the  Superintendent  power  to  appoint  the  school  commis- 
sioners. These  appointments  are  strangely  delayed,  so  much  so  that  any 
one  who  takes  an  interest  in  the  matter  might  be  led  to  believe  that  it  is 
something  quite  out  of  the  way,  instead  of  an  important  appointment. 

I  am  persuaded  that  an  amendment,  which  alone  would  be  worth 
several  others  and  which  would  have  a  very  good  effect,  would  be  to  com- 
pel each  secretary-treasurer  to  collect  all  the  school  taxes,  send  the  amount 
with  the  account  to  the  Department  who  would  pay  the  teacher  upon  the 
joint  report  of  the  cur^  and  the  inspector.  It  is  true  that  this  would  entail 
an  increase  of  work  and  additional  expense  but  there  would  be  a  great 
compensation  for  it. 
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5.  To  encourage  by  all  lawful  means  at  our  disposal,  the  circulation  oi 
the  "  Journal  de  I'lnstruction  publique  "   and  of  "  L'enseignement  pri- 


maire." 


I  will  now  add  the  following  : 

On  the  6th  September  1856, 1  found  myself  in  my  capacity  of  teachtr 
in  this  country  where  there  was,  as  yet,  no  school  in  operation  although 
formerly  one  would  occasionally  meet  some  so-called  school-master,  a 
wandering  teacher  whom  the  force  of  circumstances  would  bring  forward 
for  a  time  and  even  this  was  the  case  only  in  four  or  five  localities,  and 
there  were  only  as  many  missionaries  scattered  over  an  average  area  of 
forty-eight  miles  in  Gaspe,  where  there  are  now  more  than  fifteen  priests 
and  five  ministers.  I  engaged  myself  at  Grrande  Riviere  which  was  the 
first  to  submit  with  good  grace  to  the  system  of  compulsory  taxation.  This 
good  example  was  gradually  followed  by  the  neighboring  municipalitie> 
and  afterwards  through  the  county.  I  taught  at  Grande  Riviere  in  th^» 
same  school  house  for  five  consecutive  years  and  having  been  afterwards 
appointed  inspector,  1  have  been  able  to  compile  the  following  statistics : 

On  the  sixth  September  1856  a  regular  school  was  opened  at  Ga^pr. 

In  1857  there  were  11  schools  attended  by  456  pupils. 

In  1861         do  18  do  731      do 

In  1882        do  84  do  (19  Protestant)     2,664     do. 

The  proportionate  progress  in  the  various  branches  of  education  may 
be  inferred  from  this. 

These  figures  require  no  comment ;  they  show  in  an  undeniable  manner 
the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  a  quarter  of  a  century.  It  is  a  re- 
markable revolution  which,  considering  its  starting  point,  has  perhaps  not 
been  surpassed  in  any  part  of  the  province. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

THOMAS  TREMBLAY, 

School  inspector' 
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MR.  TREMBLAY. 

(Charlevoix). 

(Translation) 

« 

Baik  St.  Paul,  15th  August,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  first  inspection  report  on  the  state  of 
the  schools  in  the  county  of  Charlevoix  for  the  school  year  1882-83. 

I  have  already  sent  you  my  grand  statistical  table  and  my  inspection 
bulletins.  As  the  latter  show,  in  detail,  the  state  of  the  school  houses,  of 
the  furniture,  of  the  maps,  the  Secretary-treasurers'  accounts,  etc.,  the  capa- 
city and  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  and  the  manner  in  which  esich  school 
is  kept  and  the  progress  made  in  it,  I  will  simply  add  the  following  re- 
marks. 

k  There  are  in  the  county  of  Charlevoix,  15  municipalities  subdivided 

into  6t  districts  containing  ^9  school  houses  ;  of  these  ^9  school  houses,  6 
belong  to  the  Commissioners,  8  are  supplied  by  the  rate-payers  gratuitously 
or  for  a  slight  remuneration ;  there  are  two  convents  where  schools  under 
control  are  kept  and  8  houses  in  which  independent  schools  are  kept. 
Amongst  the  latter  are  the  two  of  la  Baie  St.  Paul  and  Malbaie  which, 
under  the  able  management  of  the  Nuns,  still  maintain  their  reputa- 
tion. I  should  remark,  in  passing,  that  in  these  two  institutions,  writing 
is  very  well  taught  as  is  also  drawing  maps  on  the  black  board.  Most  of 
the  teachers  in  the  county  are  trained  in  this  convent. 

The  total  number  of  schools  of  all  kinds  is  82  attended  by  3,163  pupils, 
1,506  girls  and  1,65^  boys.    The  average  *  attendance  is  2,343.    These  82 
f     classes  are  classified  as  follows  : 

t4  primary  schools,  68  of  which  are  under  the  control  of  commissioners 
and  6  are  independent ;  they  are  attended  by  2,619  boys  and  1,406  girls. 
The  average  attendance  is  1,914. 
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6  model  schools,  2  for  boys,  1  for  girls  and  3  mixed.  These  6  schools 
have  362  pupils  and  2*78  attend  regularly. 

Two  academies,  one  for  boys  and  one  for  girls.  They  have  182  pupils, 
YO  boys  and  112  girls.     156  pupils  attend  regularly. 

I  inspected  these  schools  with  the  greatest  possible  care  and  nearly 
always  in  company  with  the  curi  or  of  some  of  the  commissioners  or  rate- 
payers of  the  district ;  I  also  took  many  notes  on  the  teachers'  method  of 
teaching,  the  material  condition  of  the  schools  and  the  secretary-treasurers' 
accounts,  which  will  better  enable  me  to  judge  whether  my  advice  and 
recommendations  have  been  carried  out  and  if  there  has  been  really  any 
progress  in  each  school. 

Most  of  the  schools,  particularly  in  the  principal  centres,  are  intelli- 
gently and  succesfully  taught,  but  unfortunately  too  many  schools  are  still 
met  with,  where  lessons  are  recited  by  heart  without  sufficient  explana- 
tions ;  by  this  method  the  children  learn  without  understanding,  which 
does  them  no  permanent  good.  I  strongly  protested  against  this  bad  habit 
by  showing  how  the  fault  could  be  avoided. 

Ileading  with  explanations  is  almost  unknown  in  these  schools.  I 
strongly  advised  the  teachers  to  endeavor  to  develop  the  intelligence  of 
the  pupils  by  this  kind  of  reading  lessons,  by  practical  applications  of  the 
rules  of  grammar  and  arithmetic  on  the  black  board  and  by  suitable  questions. 

The  teaching  of  geography,  Canadian  history  and  mental  arithmetic  is 
still  defective  in  some  schools ;  but  I  noticed  with  pleasure  that  there  was 
a  sufficient  important  change,  especially  in  the  teaching  of  mental  arith- 
metic. 

Writing  is  generally  neglected ;  but  we  should  not  attach  too  much 
blame  to  the  teacher,  for  frequently  the  children  have  only  bad  paper  to 
write  on  or  they  have  none  at  all  for  a  part  of  the  year. 

Tou  have  probably  noticed  that  the  obligatory  subjects  are  not  taught 
as  they  should  be  and  the  reason  is  that  so  long  as  the  children  have  not 
made  their  first  communion,  the  parents  are  opposed  to  their  learning 
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anything  but  their  catechism  and  when  they  have  made  their  first  com- 
munion they  are  taken  from  school.  Owing  to  this  it  is  very  difficult  to 
comply  with  the  curriculum. 

The  average  attendance  is  not  what  it  should  be  and  this  is  due  to 
the  apathy  and  neglect  of  certain  parents  who  have  no  hesitation  in  making 
their  children  miss  school  for  trifling  reasons.  In  one  school  the  teacher 
taught  on  152  days  and  I  find  on  the  list  absences  of  115,  112,  104,  95,  etc., 
days ;  even  the  most  regular  pupil  was  absent  43  days.  If  a  prize  be  given 
for  regular  attendance  in  such  a  school  it  is  undoubtedly  with  a  view  to 
the  future,  and  if  the  rate-payers  tell  you  that  there  is  no  perceptible  pro- 
gress, it  is  easy  to  find  an  answer  for  them. 

Besides,  the  children  have  not  the  necessary  articles  during  the  few 
days  they  are  at  school ;  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  this  is  due  to  poverty, 
which  is  a  powerful  factor  in  many  municipalities. 

While  on  this  subject,  I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  the  following 
municipalities :  Callieres  (Baie  des  Eochers),  DeSales,  St.  Hilarion,  la  Petite 
Riviere  St.  Placide  ;  the  two  former  especially  require  special  assistance. 

Another  of  the  principal  causes  of  slow  progress  is  the  too  frequent 
change  of  teachers  in  certain  municipalities.  To  save  a  few  dollars,  the 
children  are  sometimes  made  to  lose  a  year's  schooling.  A  good,  able, 
intelligent  and  experienced  teacher  is  put  aside  and  replaced  by  a  young 
girl  of  eighteen,  without  experience  and  often  without  any  taste  for  the 
work  ;  but  she  offers  her  services  at  a  lower  figure  and  that  is  enough  to 
ensure  her  being  engaged.  It  is  hard  to  understand  how  precious  time  can 
be  so  heedlessly  wasted,  but  we  must  hope  that  such  a  state  of  affairs  will 
not  last  long  and  that  we  will  succeed  in  making  people  understand  the 
great  disadvantage  of  changing  teachers,  and  of  engaging  them  at  low 
salaries.    This  exists  only  in  a  few  parishes,  but  even  that  is  too  much. 

As  a  rule  I  have  been  satisfied  with  the  secretary-treasurers'  accounts, 
some  have  not  yet  adopted  the  clear  and  precise  method  recommended  by 
the  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  but  I  hope 
that  before  long  it  will  be  followed  everywhere. 
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The  teachers  are  regularly  paid  ;  to  do  this  the  rate-payers  must  make 
it  their  duty  to  pay  their  assessments  punctually. 

Some  municipalities  were  a  little  in  arrear,  but  a  change  of  secretary- 
treasurer  generally  suffices  to  put  the  affairs  on  a  good  footing ;  such  an 
officer  is  a  very  important  one  for  a  school  corporation. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  school  commissioners  in  general, 
have  everywhere  shown  zeal  and  interest  in  the  advancement  of  educa- 
tion in  their  municipalitty.  They  appeared  to  me  to  take  in  good  i)art  all 
the  recommendations  I  made  to  them. 

I  notice  with  pleasure  that  nearly  all  the  schools,  with  the  exception  of 
two  or  three  municipalities,  are  provided  with  maps  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada. 

Agriculture  and  drawing  are  not  taught  in  very  many  schools,  but  I 
hope  to  get  this  done  everywhere,  in  spite  of  the  prejudices  of  some  people 
who  think  drawing  useless  and  who  consider  themselves  better  able  to 
teach  agriculture  than  any  teacher ;  fortunately  these  people  are  not  the 
most  influential. 

In  next  year's  report  I  will  have  the  pleasure  of  giving  the  names  of 
the  teachers  who  succeed  the  best. 

I  had  much  pleasure  in  finding  that  some  of  the  teachers  have  18.  17 
and  13  years  practice.  This  is  a  good  certificate  in  their  favor  for,  they 
must  have  not  merely  done  only  their  duty,  but  even  much  more  and  this 
proves  that  these  persons  possess  the  requisite  qualities  to  secure  for  the 
teacher  the  respect  of  the  children  and  the  confidence  of  the  parents. 

Throughout  my  district  all  are  anxious  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
Department  by  complying  with  the  school  laws  and  putting  your  instruc- 
tions and  those  of  the  inspector  into  practice. 

I  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  cur^^  the  commissioners,  the  secre- 
tary-treasurers and  the  rate-payers  who  kindly  left  their  occupations  to 
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accompany  me  when  I  made  my  inspections,  thereby  showing  the  interest 
they  take  in  the  education  of  youth. ' 


I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


THS.  TREMBLAY, 

School  inspector. 


MR.  VIEN. 
(Translation.) 


Lauzon,  8th  September,  1883. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  yearly  report  for  1882-83. 


Like  last  year  I  give  you  a  comparative  statement,  with  respect  to  the 
most  important  branches,  of  the  results  of  last  year  and  those  of  previous 
cues  ;  it  is  the  shortest  way  of  giving  you  a  synopsis  of  my  grand  statistical 


table. 


Grammar  . 


History    . . 
Arithmetic 


Book-keeping 
Geography . . . 
Writing 


Agriculture, 


1880^1 


1409 
1070 
2900 
235 
705 
3119 


682 


Industrial  drawing. 


545 


U81.82. 

Increase. 

1882^3. 

1578 

169 

1589 

1204 

134 

1480 

3215 

315 

3933 

343 

108 

395 

817 

112 

905 

3358 

239 

4045 

695 

13 

• 

609 

581 

36 

1012 

Increase^ 

11 
176 
718 

52 

88 
687 

Decrease 

86 

Increase. 

431 
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As  you  may  see  there  has  been  since  a  year  constant  progress  as  to 
quantity. 

As  to  quality  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  repeat  what  I  have 
already  said  in  my  inspection  bulletins. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  attended  school  last  year  was  5,295 ; 
this  year  it  is  5,Y68,  an  increase  of  431. 

School  Houses. 

Since  a  year,  ten  school  houses  have  been  built  and  about  as  many 
more  are  being  btiilt.  They  are  not  all  such  as  I  would  have  wished  to 
have  them,  but  there  is,  at  least,  an  improvement  and  I  appreciate  this 
result  all  the  more  that  it  is  the  fruit  of  much  labor. 

Furniture. 

This  has  also  been  slightly  improved ;  benches  without  backs  are  gra- 
dually disapi)earing ;  inclined  desks  are  succeeding  flat  tables,  but  it 
must  be  admitted  that  this  does  not  suit  every  taste. 

Much  still  remains  to  be  done ;  books  are  wanting  in  many  schools :  in 
some  places  copy-books  are  obtained  only  after  repeated  solicitations  ;  there 
are  hardly  any  slates  or  arithmetics  and  no  dictionaries. 

The  institutions  of  all  kinds  comprised  in  my  district  are  classified  as 
follows : 

A  commercial  college,  four  academies,  two  model  schools  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  primary  schools ;  in  all  sixty-two  schools,  with  a 
staff*  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  both  lay  and  religious. 

I  have  to  bear  testimony  to  the  indefatigable  zeal  displayed  by  most 
of  the  members  of  the  clergy  in  my  division  in  favor  of  education. 

School  Commissioners. 

Although  I  remarked  that  many  were  very  willing,  a  large  number, 
I  regret  to  state,  did  not  display  much  zeal ;  in  the  first  place  by  not  acxrom- 
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panying  me  when  I  made  my  inspections  and  in  the  second  place  by  not 
inspecting  their  schools  semi-annually  as  required  by  law. 

In  the  first  instance  inability  or  want  of  time  was  the  excuse,  in  the 
second  I  was  unable  to  find  out  the  motive  which  hindered  them  from 
performing  so  important  a  duty. 

Teachers. 

The  religious  communities  in  my  division  are,  as  in  the  past,  on  an 
excellent  footing  and  continue  to  deserve  the  reputation  they  enjoy. 

The  model  schools  kept  by  the  Misses  G-arant  at  St.  Joseph  are  also  on 
a  very  good  footing.  Amongst  the  primary  schools  there  are  many  highly 
recommendable  but  the  small  salaries,  the  uncertainty  of  the  teacher's 
position,  the  great  number  of  incapables  who  offer  their  services  at  reduced 
rates,  are  so  many  obstacles  to  progress  in  education. 

Latterly,  as  the  number  of   the    incapables    has  decreased  by  the 
emigration  to  the  United  States,  a  certain  number  of  schools  have  re- 
\        mained  closed  during  several  months  and  some  even  during  the  whole 
school  year. 

To  avoid  this  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  only  one  way  and  that  is  to  fix 
a  reasonable  minimum  for  salaries  and  afterwards  compel  the  pupils  who 
leave  the  normal  schools  to  fulfill  the  obligations  they  contracted  when 
they  were  admitted. 

As  a  proof  of  the  necessity  of  fixing  such  minimum,  I  append  a  table 
of  the  teachers'  salaries  in  my  division  which  exactly  shows  the  painful 
fact : 

St.  Elz§ar $57  50 

St.  S6verin 60  00 

St.  Frederic 66  ©0 

St.  Patrice 87  00 

St.  Sylvestre 78  00 

St.  Pierre 74  00 
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Sacre  CcBur  de  Marie 56  50 

do  Jesus 46  00 

St.  Victor 68  50 

St.  Ephrem 63  00 

St.  Evariste 11  50 

St.  Honors 60  00 

St.  Georges 66  00 

St.  Come 66  00 

St.  Martin 83  00 

Ste.  Marie 64  00 

St.  Joseph 16  00 

St.  Francis 68  00 

St.  Anges 52  00 

Strange  to  say,  St.  Martin  which  is  about  the  poorest  municipality  in 
this  division,  pays  one  of  the  highest  salaries  :  this  needs  no  comment. 

With  my  inspection  bulletins  this  report  will,  I  think,  be  sufficient 
to  make  you  acquainted  with  my  district  and  enable  you  to  make  the 
reforms  so  ardently  desired  by  the  better  class  of  our  population. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

G.  S.  VIEN, 

School  In^or 
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MR.  O'BRIEN. 
{Translation,) 

Tadousac,  7th  November,  1882. 


Sir, 


In  conformity  with  the  orders  which  I  received  from  you  in  your 
letter  No.  5tl,  dated  the  8th  June  1883,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you 
my  inspection  report  for  the  current  year. 

As  you  know,  my  division  includes  the  entire  county  of  Saguenay, 
which  alone  is  almost  a  whole  province.  The  inspection  of  schools  in  loca- 
lities so  distant  one  from  the  other  and  deprived  of  easy  communication 
necessarily  requires  much  time  and  thus  obliges  me  to  prepare  my  report 
at  the  last  minute. 

The  first  school  which  I  visited  was  school  No.  1  of  Tadousac,,  kept 
by  Miss  Mathilda  Boucher.  In  my  last  report,  I  rendered  full  justice  to 
the  talents  of  this  teacher  and  this  year  it  is  my  duty  to  state  that  she 
still  deserves  all  the  praise  she  has  already  received. 

I  assisted  at  the  public  examination  of  this  school  on  the  15th  of  June 
last  in  company  with  the  commissioners,  and  the  children's  parents.  The 
examination  was  satisfactory.  Much  trouble  had  evidently  been  taken  to 
teach  the  English  language,  because  I  saw  a  couple  of  programmes  drawn 
np  in  that  language.    The  conduct  of  the  children  is  excellent. 

Following  my  instructions,  Miss  Boucher  has  given  particular  care  to 
the  teaching  of  arithmetic  since  last  year ;  and  there  has  been  considerable 
progress.  Writing  is  not  all  that  might  be  desired ;  I  suggested  the  adop- 
tion of  a  new  method  and  another  set  of  copy-books  with  models. 

The  class  has  been  attended  this  year  by  66  children.  The  parents 
continue  to  give  proof  of  their  zeal  for  education  and  although  poor  they 
punctually  pay  their  school  dues. 

At  the  place  called  "Moulin  k  Baude,"  at  about  three  miles  from 
Tadousac  Chapel  is  school  No.  2  under  the  direction  of  Miss  L.  Boivin. 
I  inspected  this  school,  accompanied  by  the  commissioners  of  the  district. 
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The  result  was  satisfactory.  The  teaching  of  arithmetic  is  not  altogether 
what  it  might  be,  but  the  teacher  told  me  she  would  adopt  a  better  method. 
The  commissioners  had  promised  at  the  time  of  my  last  visit  to  fit  up 
another  place  for  the  school  but  unfortunately  nothing  was  done. 

The  pupils  attend  school  pretty  regularly,  but  the  parents  delay  too 
much  in  paying  the  small  contributions  imposed  by  law.  I  must  however 
add  that  this  is  the  first  time  there  has  been  any  complaint  in  this  respect. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Albert  (in  the  Tadousac  mission) 
opened  a  primary  school  last  fall  at  the  place  called  G-rand  Brule.  It  was 
placed  under  Miss  Eveline  Hovington's  charge.  Although  she  has  no 
diploma,  she  has  been  very  successful  in  her  teaching.  She  is  evidently 
attached  to  the  children  and  the  parents,  as  well  and  the  commissioners, 
expressed  their  satisfaction  to  me. 

The  poverty  of  the  people  compels  Miss  Hovington  to  be  satisfied 
with  a  modest  salary,  but  she  is  promised  an  increase  for  next  year. 

The  number  of  children  of  both  sexes  who  attend  the  school  is  30. 
Books  and  other  school  necessaries  are  wanting,  but  these  wants  are  to  be 
supplied. 

A  suitable  school  house  is  also  being  built  as  the  present  place  is  too 
small  for  the  number  of  pupils. 

On  the  west  bank  of  the  Saguenay  river  but  within  the  limits  of  the 
county  of  the  same  name,  is  the  place  called  Biviere  aux  Canards,  in  which 
there  is  a  school  municipality.  The  only  school  is  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  E.  Girard  who  holds  a  primary  school  diploma.  I  inspected  this 
school  on  the  19th  of  June  last  and  the  result  was  fairly  satisfactory.  The 
teacher  complains  of  the  irregular  attendance  of  the  children. 

This  irregular  attendance  is  the  obstacle  which  impedes  the  progress 
of  popular  education  in  the  country,  and  an  amount  of  labor  is  wasted  by 
the  teachers  owing  to  the  mania  which  the  parents  have  of  keeping  their 
childreu  at  home  for  the  most  trifling  reasons.  And  the  teacher  is  blamed 
for  the  child's  gross  ignorance. 
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The  school  building  at  La  Biviere  aux  Canards  is  spacious  and  com- 
fortable. The  rate  payers  fulfill  their  school  obligations  properly.  At  my 
suggestion  they  promised  to  increase  the  teacher's  salary  which  was  only 
sixty-four  dollars. 

At  Grand  Bergeronnes,  about  eleven  or  twelve  miles  to  the  west  of 
Tadousac,  I  inspected  a  school  kept  by  a  teacher  who  has  no  diploma, 
Miss  Alice  Michaud.  This  school  was  kept  in  the  public  room  of  Grandes 
Bergeronnes  mission,  although  at  a  short  distance  from  it  there  was  a  spe- 
cial school  house.  The  misundei  standing  between  these  good  people,  who, 
ill  other  respects  are  very  zealous  in  the  cause  of  education,  is  sufficient  to 
explain  this  state  of  affairs. 

A  Miss  Philomene  Tremblay  taught  school  in  this  school  house  up  to 
July  1882.  At  Bondesir  situate  2  miles  further  East,  there  is  also  a  school 
which  was  closed  in  1882.  t  was  called  upon  by  the  two  places,  Grandes 
Bergeronnes  and  Bond6sir,  to  decide  upon  certain  questions  of  school  sites, 
etc.  I  made  a  sjpecial  report  on  these  difficulties  which  I  submitted  to 
your  department  on  the  third  of  July  last.  Mr.  Vabbi  Parent,  the  worthy 
cure  of  Escoumains  whose  zeal  in  the  interest  of  education  I  have  already 
had  occasion  to  mention,  ably  seconded  my  efforts  to  restore  peace  and  good 
feeling  between  the  rate-payers  of  Grandes  Bergeronnes  and  Bondesir.  As 
I  write  these  lines  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  the  schools  in  both  localities 
are  working  well. 

At  Escoumains,  when  I  made  my  round  of  inspection  in  July  last,  I 
found  the  model  school  of  the  village  closed  since  the  month  of  February. 
Miss  Caron,  the  late  teacher,  had  left  very  pleasant  recollections  of  her 
ability  and  success.  The  school  was  re-opened  in  August  last  and  is  well 
taught. 

Miss  L6onide  Paradis  teaches  the  school  at  Bourg  Boissonnault,  about 
a  mile  from  Escoumains.  The  classes  were  opened  in  September  1882 
through  the  personal  sacrifices  of  Mr.  Parant,  the  curi.  Miss  Paradis  is 
fairly  competent  although  she  has  no  diploma.  I  inspected  this  school  on 
the  3rd  July  with  Rev.  Mr.  Parant  and  the  commissioners.  The  result  of 
the  examination  was  satisfactory  on  the  whole.    The  school  house  is  well 
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situated  and  snited  for  its  purpose.    There  are  no  maps  and  but  few  school 
necessaries  ;  but  these  are  to  be  supplied. 

There  is  a  school  at  Sault-au-Mouton  under  Miss  Savard.  I  was 
unable  to  inspect  this  school  owing  to  a  misunderstanding  as  to  the  day- 
fixed  for  the  inspection.  Mr.  Tremblay,  the  curi  of  St.  Paul,  Mille  Yaches, 
who  presided  at  the  public  examination  held  on  the  4th  of  July,  praised 
the  teacher  and  her  pupils  to  me. 

The  parents  are  zealous  and  the  children,  to  the  number  of  32,  attend 
school  regularly.  I  obtained  the  necessary  information  from  the  commis- 
sioners. 

When  I  made  my  inspection  on  the  5th  of  July,  school  No.  1  in  St. 
Paul  de  Mille  Vaches  had  been  closed  for  a  year. 

Thanks  to  the  zeal  and  devotedness  of  Eev.  Mr.  Tremblay  and  of  Jos. 
A.  Piuze,  Esq.,  atworthy  citizen  of  the  place,  a  new  school  had  been  oi)ened 
about  three  miles  to  the  East  of  the  church  and  placed  under  an  excellent 
teacher,  Miss  D.  Quinn,  whose  classes  were  attended  by  about  thirty 
children  and  the  parents  appeared  satisfied  with  the  progress  made  by  her 
pupils. 

I  tried  to  establish  another  school  within  the  limits  of  St.  Paul  dt* 
Mille  Vaches,  namely  at  the  fplace  called  Baie  des  Bacons  in  the  4th  ranare 
of  the  township  of  Iberville.  A  place  was  to  be  provided  and  a  tearher 
engaged  this  fall. 

Miss  Pinault  is  still  in  charge  of  the  school  kept  at  Sault-au-Cochon. 
It  had  been  closed  for  several  months.  I  inspected  it  in  the  beginning  of 
July,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Harper,  chairman  of  the  School  Board.  There 
were  but  few  pupils,  but  they  passed  a  fair  examination.  The  teacher  is 
competent  and  anxious  to  keep  a  good  school.  It  has  not  been  deemed 
advisable  to  enlarge  the  school  house  as  I  had  recommended  last  year.  It 
is  hard  to  believe  how  many  school  commissioners  we  meet  who  promise 
everything  and  do  nothing. 

When  I  came  to  inspect  the  Bersimis  school  I  found  it  closed,  tho  tea  :her 
Leblanc  for  some  trifling  reason  had  prematurely  given  holidays  to  her 
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pupils.  It  is  only  fair  to  add  that  this  teacher  can  teach  well.  The  com- 
missioners and  the  parents  would  have  liked  to  re-engage  her,  but  they 
were  unsuccessful.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Desjardins,  cur^  of  Bersimis,  is  very 
zealous  in  the  cause  of  education. 

A  considerable  distance  separates  Bersimis  from  Pointe-aux-Esquimaux, 
on  the  Labrador  coast  proper  and  there  has  been  but  one  school  kept  since 
my  last  visit,  at  Seven  Islands.  Mr.  Edouard  Vigneault  had  a  voluntary 
class  in  that  place  which  was  attended  by  about  thirty  children.  He  is  an 
old  pupil  of  the  Quebec  Normal  School  and  never  loses  an  opportunity  of 
devoting  himself  to  teaching,  without  hope  of  reward.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Des- 
jardins who  is  in  charge  of  these  distant  missions  of  Seven  Islands,  Moisie, 
etc.,  has  undertaken  the  task  of  organizing  a  school  at  Moisie  for  this 
winter  and  I  think  that  it  is  now  an  accomplished  fact. 

I  concluded  my  report  for  1882  by  saying  that  a  new  era  had  been 
inaugurated  in  the  Gulf  region  by  the  appointment  of  Monsignor  Boss^ 
as  Apostolic  Prefect  and  that  this  eminent  ecclesiastic  was  destined  to  give  a 
great  impetus  to  education  on  the  Labrador  coast,  and,  in  his  last  pastoral 
letter  he  had  declared  his  intention  of  founding  a  convent  at  La  Pointe-aux- 
Esquimaux  and  spoke  at  length  of  the  question  of  popular  education,  etc. 

I  now  send  you  the  interesting  report  of  Monsignor  Bo6s6  on  the  state 
of  education  on  the  North  shore  and  on  the  improvements  which  his  zeal 
and  experience  suggest  for  the  future.  You  will  find  in  this  work,  which 
js  intended  for  publication,  all  the  necessary  information  and  statistics  re- 
lating to  the  school  at  La  Pointe  aux  Esquimaux,  Natashquan,  Antioosti,  etc. 
This  is  the  report : 

Sir, 

My  first  care  when  I  assumed  charge  of  this  vast  prefecture  was  to 
ascertain  the  position  of  school  matters.  I  was  firmly  resolved  to  put 
everything  on  the  best  possible  footing  ;  but  tlie  general  poverty  and  isola- 
tion of  the  majority  of  our  fishermen  do  not  permit  us  to  obtain  great 
results. 
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POINTE-AUX-ESQUIMAUX. 

lo.  At  the  expense  of  very  great  sacrifices,  2  primary  schools  were  main- 
tamed  here  at  a  cost  of  $160  each.  This  is  too  much  for  a  primary  school 
where  only  one  language  is  taught  unless  the  under-teacher's  salary  be 
included.  I  therefore  engaged  for  school  No.  2  an  excellent  teacher  holding 
a  diploma  from  Laval  Normal  School,  for  $140. 

Each  school  is  attended  by  80  children  and  twice  that  number  are 
running  about  the  streets.  There  are  enough  children  to  fill  four  schools 
and  the  means  are  only  sufficient  for  two.  The  commissioners  were  com- 
pelled to  pass  a  draconian  law ;  only  two  children  in  every  family  are 
admitted  to  the  school.  This  is  very  hard  upon  the  founders  of  this  parish, 
those  hardy  Acadians  who  made  such  sacrifices  in  order  to  further  the 
interests  of  this  locality.  A  law  forbids  them  to  send  their  children  to 
school  in  this  age  when  compulsory  education  is  the  order  of  the  day. 

This  law  of  necessity  is  opposed  to  the  law  of  nature  and  in  a  case 
like  the  present,  over-rules  it :  necessUds  non  habet  legem.  It  follows  that 
the  parents  desire  to  send  all  their  children  successively  to  school  and  they 
remain  too  short  a  time  to  acquire  even  the  rudiments  of  elementary  edu- 
cation. 

The  result  is  deplorable.  I  am  endeavoring  to  collect  the  necessary 
means  to  build  an  academy  and  a  convent  for  the  more  advanced  pupils  ; 
the  present  schools  would  be  sufficient  for  the  remainder,  by  not  taking 
the  children  under  1  years  of  age.  To  do  this  we  will  have,  next  year, 
three  nuns  to  take  charge  of  No.  1  school,  and  1  will  buy  a  house  for 
their  private  residence. 

I  have  spoken  to  my  parishioners  of  a  convent  and  an  academy.  My 
remarks  have  been  endorsed  by  you,  as  inspector,  and  by  all  people  who 
have  lived  in  parishes  where  there  are  convents.  Our  rate-payers  are  ready 
to  supply  the  stone  for  the  foundations  and  the  lumber  for  the  frames. 
These  two  buildings  will  be  about  60  feet,  two  storeys  high  with  a  man- 
sard roof ;  they  will  each  be  able  to  hold  about  thirty  boarders  which  vill 
support  them,  besides  the  most  advanced  pupils  of  each  of  our  present 
schools,  who  will  be  taken  as  day-scholars. 
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"With  the  help  of  Providence  and  the  good  will  of  the  i)eople  these 

plans  will  be  carried  out  without  the  imposition  of  heavy  burdens. 

• 
About  Christmas  I  made  a  general  examination,  in  company  Mrith  the 

school  commissioners  and,  in  presence  of  a  large  number  of  the-  people. 
Everything  was  satisfactory.  I  gave  prizes  for  the  past  and  for  the  future 
and  then  gave  a  holiday.  I  laid  particular  stress  upon  the  multiplication 
tables,  reading  with  explanations,  Sacred  History  with  explanations,  a  na- 
tural tone  in  reading  and  on  observing  the  habits  of  good  society. 

Object  lessons  should  be  introduced,  for  there  are  many  expressions 
used  in  agricultural  parishes  which  are  quite  unknown  in  these  fishing 
stations.  Thus  for  instance  I  found  that  none  of  the  pupils  could  tell  me 
what  pasturage  meant. 

I  have  found  some  very  intelligent  children  who  were  very  anxious 
to  learn. 

■ 

About  thirty  in  each  school  know  how  to  write.  To  excite  their  emu- 
lation I  distributed  gratuitously  several  books  and  a  good  deal  of  paper, 
ink,  pens,  pencils  and  slates  ;  with  these  they  must  have  made  some  pro- 
gress. 

The  attendance  was  quite  regular.  The  children  were  so  anxious  to 
go  to  school  that  the  parents  had  great  difficulty  in  keeping  them  at  home, 
at  which  they  cried  for  fear  of  losing  their  places  or  of  my  calling  them 
indolent.    None  were  deterred  by  such  things  as  tooth-ache,  etc. 

About  the  15th  of  May  we  had  the  examination  for  the  end  of  the 
vear.  There  was  quite  a  large  audience,  who  expressed  their  surprise  at 
the  results  obtained  in  a  few  months.  A  good  many  of  the  children  who 
had  learnt  the  alphabet  on  the  22nd  October  could  read  with  ease  the 
Devoir  du  Chretien.  A  good  many  others  who,  at  the  same  period,  could 
only  write  their  letters  showed  pages  of  good  writing.  The  parents  were 
delighted. 

We  had  to  be  liberal  with  prizes.  Thanks  to  the  liberality  of  Hon. 
Mr.  Ouimet  we  were  enabled  to  distribute  a  number  of  fine  books,  amidst 
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the  jealous  applause  of  the  grown  up  people  who  said  they  were  horn  too 
soon.  I  gave  each  school  a  tofiy-feast  which  excited  their  emulation  still 
more. 

Competitions  in  catechism  and  latin  enabled  me  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  distributing  several  more  prizes. 

The  teachers  are  pleased  with  the  children's  docility  (especially  in  No.  i) 
with  the  zeal  of  the  parents  and  the  promptitude  of  the  commissioners[in 
having  everything  in  order.     There  is  plenty  of  fuel. 

Still  both  schools  require  urgent  repairs.  In  District  No.  2  a  new 
school  house  will  be  built  this  year,  of  30  feet  by  18. 

For  next  year  I  have  been  able  to  secure  for  No.  1  school  the  services 
of  a  teacher  who  is  already  well  known  for  his  success  in  teaching.  1 
therefore  expect  to  see  hard  work  crowned  with  success. 

Betsliatmn, — ^This  mission  distant  18  miles  from  here  had  several  months 
schooling  under  an  excellent  master  ;  but  unfortunately  it  had  been  closed 
for  some  time.  During  my  mission  there  in  the  autumn,  I  did  my  best 
to  stimulate  the  people.  In  two  days  the  school  was  roofed  over  and 
closed  in,  the  building  being  of  deals  on  the  flat  20  x  18  ;  the  young  men 
cleared  a  square  acre  of  stumps  and  stones  on  condition  of  getting  a  picture 
for  their  chapel  and  the  bases  of  the  following  settlement  were  agreed 
upon :  the  government  to  give  $20,  I  to  give  $10  and  the  i)eople,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  work,  to  feed  the  teacher  for  a  month  each  in  their  turn  or 
pay  her  one  month's  board. 

Everything  being  concluded,  I  found  at  Pointe-aux-Esquimaux  a  younir 
girl  of  excellent  and  energetic  character  who  accepted  these  conditions. 
The  school  opened  on  the  2nd  November ;  24  children  have  attended  it 
constantly  and  none  have  been  absent. 

Several  adults  also  learnt  to  write  during  the  winter  and  in  sympathy 
with  the  popular  movement  a  good  old  sexagenarian  succeeded  in  learning 
four  letters  of  the  alphabet ;  she  is  now  reposing  on  her  laurels.  Who  will 
give  her  a  prize  ? 
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There  also,  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  people,  I  had  to  provide  books, 
paper,  pens,  ink  and  pencils.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  13  write  small 
hand  and  18  read  the  Devoir  du  ChrUien  fluently.  I  enclose  a  note  from 
the  teacher. 

In  June  I  held  the  public  examination  and  it  deserved  the  name  for 
every  one  was  there.  I  had  many  prizes  to  give  and  found  many  pupils  of 
great  merit. 

I  am  afraid  that  several  families  will  leave  this  fall. 

It  would  be  only  fair  to  give  so  deserving  a  teacher  a  salary  of  $40.  I 
will  assist  and  with  a  grant  of  $40  if  possible,  still  further  progress  will 
be  made. 

With  reference  to  the  other  parts  of  this  prefecture,  this  is  what  I  have 
been  able  to  do  towards  assisting  my  worthy  fellow  laborers. 

In  the  spring  they  wanted  to  open  a  school  at  Magpie  and  asked  for 
some  young  teacher  from  here,  but  no  conclusion  was  come  to. 

Knowing  neither  the  amount  of  the  grant,  as  the  missionary  was 
absent  for  two  moths  on  the  Anticosti  missions,  I  became  responsible  for 
the  salary  of  $40,  board  paid.  To  my  great  regret,  unavoidable  delays 
occurred.  At  present  it  is  probable  that  the  school  will  be  opened  at  St. 
John  River  as  the  missionary's  residence  will  be  transferred  there. 

I  also  looked  after  the  schools  on  the  island  of  Anticosti.  I  notice 
with  pleasure  that  a  teacher  is  established  at  English  Bay.  The  opening 
of  a'school  at  Strawberry  Cove  depends  on  the  amount  of  the  assessments 
andjof  the  grant. 

We  have  here  three  girls  of  excellent  character  who  are  capable  of 
keeping  a  primary  school  for  two  years.  I  will  supplement  their  inexpe- 
rience by  all  the  means  in  my  power. 

5.  Twenty-two  leagues  to  the  East  of  this  is  the  post  of  Nipissipi,  inha- 
bited by  13  families  which  would  give  about  23  children  old  enough  to 
go  to  school.;2L''^wi^^  during  last  winter  I  endeavored  to  organize  every 
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thing  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  a  school.  I  promised  a  grant  of  $15  and  a 
personal  subscription  of  $10.  A  i)erson  of  the  locality,  on  my  representa- 
tions, offered  to  give  free  board  to  the  teacher.  I  made  an  agreement  with 
a  young  girl  from  Fointe-aux-Esquimaux  to  open  a  school  there  for  |40  a 
year.  I  thought  everything  was  settled  but  two  or  three  opposed  the  pro- 
ject and  discouraged  the  others.  A  vacant  house  could  easily  have  been 
transformed  into  a  good  school.  It  is  too  bad  that  a  spiteful  spirit  should 
render  useless  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  education.  It  is  probable  that 
the  law  will  have  to  be  brought  to  bear  on  these  recalcitrants.  I  found 
several  children  very  anxious  to  learn  and  who  would  do  very  well. 

6.  The  Nataskouan  school  which  has  been  closed  for  a  year  is  a  painful 
thorn  in  my  side.  I  am  told  that  three  fourths  of  the  people  are  not  at  all 
anxious  to  have  their  children  taught.  I  took  several  steps  to  obtain  infor- 
mation, both  from  the  rate-payers  and  from  the  missionary,  whose  noble 
heart  is  grieved  at  this  state  of  things.  I  was  told  that  $120  could  be  paid 
as  salary  and  I  was  asked  to  find  a  teacher.  I  therefore  wrote  to  the  Island 
of  Orleans  and  in  reply  a  Miss  Noel  offered  her  services.  She  has  a  model 
school  diploma  and  can  teach  in  both  languages  ;  she  did  not  mention  the 
salary  she  wanted  so  I  do  not  know  whether  she  will  accept  the  $120.  If 
not  I  will  find  one  in  some  of  the  parishes  of  the  South  shore  and,  cost 
what  it  may,  that  school  will  be  opened  this  fall. 

I  would  like  the  the  G-overnment  to  bring  strong  pressure  to  bear  on 
the  school  commissioners  of  Natashquan  by  holding  them  personally  res- 
I)onsible  for  the  absence  of  a  school.  So  soon  as  they  have  to  fear  some 
material  damages  they  will  do  their  duty. 

7.  I  have  endeavored  to  find  a  teacher  for  VAnse  des  Douves  near  Blanc- 
Sablon.  I  wrote  to  the  Island  of  Orleans  promising  $50  with  board  paid. 
There  is  a  fine  room  ready.  Both  languages  will  have  to  be  taught.  I  have 
not  yet  received  any  answer. 

I  hope  the  Grovemment  will  allow  a  sufficient  grant ;  the  teacher  should 
also  got  a  free  passage  on  the  Canadienne  or  the  Napoleon  III, 

Such  have  been  our  efforts  and  the  results  obtained.    We  have  at  least 
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shown  that,  we  are  alive.     May  the  future  bring  us  satisfaction  and 
success. 

F.  X.  BOSSfe, 
Apostolic  Prefect  of  the  OtUf  of  St,  Latorence. 

Pointe-aux-Esquimaux,  August  lYth,  1888. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  tender  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  Apostolic 
Prefect  for  the  efficient  assistance  he  has  never  ceased  to  give  me  in  the 
performance  of  my  duties  as  school  inspector  on  the  North  shore.  Those 
who,  like  this  worthy  prelate,  devote  themselves  so  constantly  and  disin- 
terestedly to  the  noble  cause  of  education,  are  the  true  benefactors  of  their 
country. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

FRS.  H.  O'BRIEN, 

School  inspector. 
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BEAUCE  DEAF  AND  DUMB  SCHOOL. 

Special  Report. 

(Translation.) 

Ste.  Marie,  4th  February,  1884. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  you  ask  of  me  in  your  letter  of 
the  9th  January  last,  with  respect  to  the  school  for  deaf-mutes  in  this 
parish. 

1.  The  school  is  taught  by  Miss  Parent,  herself  a  deaf-mute,  aged  2o 
years  and  who  belongs  to  this  parish.  She  has  no  fixed  salary.  Last  year 
I  gave  her  $55. 

2.  This  school  was  opened  in  the  fall  of  1881.  In  1881  and  1882  there 
were  8  pupils ;  in  1882  and  1883,  13,  and  this  year  there  are  13.  They  come 
from  various  parishes :  Ste.  Marie,  St.  Elz6ar,  Sts.  Anges,  St.  Joseph,  St. 
Francis,  Sacr6  CoBur  de  Marie. 

3.  In  1880  and  1881  the  present  teacher  taught  two  of  her  brothers 
and  a  young  girl  from  St.  Elzear  at  her  father's  house,  about  five  miles 
from  the  church.  Being  struck  with  her  success  I  induced  her  to  come 
here  and  keep  a  school  for  deaf-mutes  which  I  intended  myself  to  direct. 

I  leased  a  room  in  a  private  house  as  a  school-room  and  assumed  all 
the  expense,  rent,  fuel,  furniture,  desks,  forms,  black-board,  books,  etc. 

The  pupils  are  boarded  in  families  of  the  village  by  their  parents,  so  I 
charge  a  monthly  contribution  of  one  dollar  or  less,  according  to  their 
means.  With  the  assistance  of  a  few  charitable  i>ersons  I  have  been  able 
to  meet  expenses.  We  should  have  better  premises  and  I  hope  that,  before 
long,  with  the  assistance  of  charitable  people  and  a  grant  from  the  Grovem- 
ment,  to  be  able  to  put  up  a  building  to  be  exclusively  used  as  such  school. 
A  permanent  school  for  deaf-mutes  is  very  desirable.    The  number  of  deaf- 
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mutes  in  this  section  of  the  province  is  considerable  and  it  is  not  easy  to 
get  the  parents  to  consent  to  their  children  being  sent  to  Montreal. 

4.  The  old  system  of  teaching  by  signs  and  writing  is  followed.  The 
pupils  do  not  learn  to  speak.  They  learn  to  write,  quickly  and  well.  Last 
Saturday  four  of  them,  a  boy  of  14  and  3  girls,  1  of  Vl,  1  of  15  and  1  of  13 
made  their  first  communion,  which  means  that  they  know  and  understand 
their  catechism  well.  I  questioned  them  myself  in  writing  on  the  diflFerent 
parts  of  the  catechism  and  on  other  subjects.  The  teacher  has  displayed 
great  zeal  in  teaching  her  pupils. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  T.  CHAPEEON,  Priest, 

Our4  of  Ste.  Marie,  Beauce. 
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LAVAL    NORMAL    SCHOOL 

{Translation). 


Quebec,  20th  September,  1883. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  Laval  Normal  School. 

One  hundred  and  eight  pupils  attended  the  school  during  the  scho- 
lastic year  1882-83,  namely : 

46  male  pupil  teachers,  9  of  whom  were  day  scholars, 
62  female  pupil  teachers. 

108 

In  the  department  of  the  former  45  remained  till  the  close  of  the  year. 

8  in  the  ac£idemy  class, 
16  in  the  first  division, 
21  in  the  second  division. 

45 
Of  this  number  38  received  diplomas. 

8  for  academies, 
15  for  model  schools, 
15  for  primary  schools. 

38 
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In  the  female  pupil  teachers'  department,  58  remained  till  the  end  ol 
the  year. 

26  in  the  first  division, 
32  in  the  second  division. 

58   ^ 
Of  this  number,  49  received  diplomas. 

26  for  model  schools, 
23  for  primary  schools. 

49 

To  resume. 

108  pupils  attended  the  school, 
103  remained  till  the  end  of  the  year. 
87  received  diplomas, 

« 

8  for  academies, 
41  for  model  schools, 
38  for  primary  schools. 

SI 

The  model  schools  attached  to  the  institution  were  attended  by  3- * 
children. 

115  boys, 
205  girls. 


In  my  last  report  I  pointed  out  what  attention  we  gave  to  intelKvtuai 
development  and  the  care  we  took  to  increase  the  mental  forces  of  on: 
pupils  and  to  enlarge  their  horizon.  In  this  connection  I  quoted  the  remark* 
of  Monseigneur  Dupanloup  with  reference  to  the  education  of  girls. 
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They  may  perhaps  be  a  little  severe,  but  they  are  none  the  less  worthy 
of  attention,  although  he  only  intended  to  apply  them  to  the  institutions  of 
his  own  country.  They  carry  with  them  such  authority  and  strength  of 
conviction  that  they,  as  it  were,  force  themselves  upon  us. 

He  is  not  alone  in  his  argument  in  favor  of  cultivation  of  the  intellect. 
Bishops  Landriot  and  Perraud,  P.  Gratry  and  several  other  eminent  writers 
are  not  strangers  to  it.  They  speak  in  the  same  sense  and  all  claim  that 
intellectual  labor  should  occupy  a  more  prominent  position  in  our  schools 
esi)ecially  in  the  education  of  girls. 

One  of  the  best  means  of  developing  the  mental  forces,  of  giving  the 
intelligence  greater  scope,  consists  iri  exercises  of  recitation.  I  do  not  mean 
a  heavy,  meaningless  recitation  which  is  not  understood,  but  one  that  is 
intelligent,  expressive  and  varied.  The  French  language  has  such  fine 
models  for  this  both  in  verse  and  in  prose. 

When  one  is  young  one  easily  learns  whole  pages  by  heart.  This 
would  be  an  excellent  exercise  if  the  text  were  well  selected,  well  ex- 
plained and  well  understood,  and  if  the  master  supervise  the  pronuncia- 
tion and  expression. 

Mr.  Eugene  Rendu,  in  his  Manuel  de  Vensdgnenient  primaire,  says  that 
literary  recitation  is  not  sufficiently  practised  in  our  schools.  With  us 
that  important  branch  of  the  curriculum  :  Tlie  French  langtuige  should  com- 
prise :  Orthography  and  grammar  ;  Composition  and  stt/le,  Recitation  of  select 
pieces. 

But,  like  style,  recitation  has  great  difficulty  in  holding  its  own  beside 
the  everlasting  dictation,  the  highest  form  of  teaching  our  mother  tongue 
in  many  schools. 

And  yet  what  benefit  can  we  not  derive  from  these  exercises.  Several 
of  the  faculties,  the  intelligence,  imagination,  memory  and  will  find  an 
opi>ortunity  of  development.  There  is  nothing  better  adapted  to  make  the 
French  language  known.  The  pupil  corrects  his  errors  of  pronunciation  ; 
he  acquires  expression,  rhythm  and  varied  tones  ;  he  loses  that  weakness 
of  articulation  which  we  find  everywhere  and  which  it  is  so  difficult  to 
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get  rid  of;  the  voice  becomes  more  flexible,  the  melodious  arrangement 
daily  becomes  more  varied.  And  what  richness,  as  regards  style,  is  there 
not  in  all  these  models  when  commented  on,  analyzed  and  placed  within 
reach  of  the  children's  intellects. 

"  If  it  is  in  this  way  that  languages  are  learnt,"  continues  Mr.  BendtL 
"  why  do  we  not  complete  our  miserable  and  monotonous  teaching  of  the  ele- 
ments of  the  French  language  by  literal  study  and  expressive  recitation  of 
select  pieces  ?  And,  if  good  language  is  learnt  in  good  company,  why  do 
we  not  place  our  children  in  connection  with  their  fellow  countrymen 
whose  speeches  and  writings  are  the  best  ?  Let  us  embellish  their  minds 
with  beautiful  pages  of  prose  and  poetry  which  will  exalt  their  souls, 
enrich  their  imagination,  touch  their  hearts  and  supply  their  inexperience 
in  the  art  of  writing  with  ideas,  expressions,  figures,  with  moulds  as  Nicole 
says." 

Ideas  with  good  language  are  what  our  pupils  need  the  most.  Exer- 
cises in  recitation  when  well  directed  are  the  most  efficient  means  of 
enriching  their  stock  of  ideas,  correcting  their  erroneous  expressions  and 
consequently  of  attaining  that  education  in  speaking  which  is  unfortu- 
nately too  much  neglected  with  uis. 

A  collection  of  well  selected  pieces  is  the  best  reader  which  can  be 
placed  in  their  hands.  It  is  a  garden  full  of  beautiful  fruit  and  they  have 
only  to  stretch  out  their  hands  to  gather  an  ample  store.  They  are  model 
ideal  forms  with  which  they  will  finish  by  becoming  quite  familiar  and 
like  the  captive  birds  which  the  sportsman  uses  as  decoys,  they  will  bring 
many  new  ideas  to  their  minds. 

"  Lessons  in  reading  with  expression,"  says  Mr.  Rendu,  "  form  part  of 
the  official  curriculum  of  the  schools  of  Turgot,  Colbert,  Lavoisier  and  Say 
in  Paris.  Competitions  between  teachers  and  between  pupils  are  organized. 
Various  publications  throw  a  new  light  upon  this  too  neglected  portion  of 
our  system  of  teaching." 

We  have  deemed  it  our  duty  to  follow  this  movement  and  to  keep 
ourselves  informed  as  to  these  publications.  Since  several  years  we  give 
lessons  in  reading  Avith  expression  at  the  Laval  Normal  School  and  you 
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have  been  able  to  judge  for  yourself  of  the  intellectual  development  of  the 
pupils  by  the  specimens  of  elocution  and  style  shown  you  at  the  end  of 
each  year. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  form  an  appreciation  of  a  work  in  which  I  hare 
taken  too  active  a  part  to  be  able  to  speak  freely.  I  will  simply  say 
that  in  order  to  be  able  to  interpret  a  text,  it  must  be  seriously  studied,  all 
the  varied  ideas  must  be  examined  and  not  only  the  word  of  value  but  the 
value  of  the  word  must  be  known.  This  can  only  be  attained  by  persistent 
labor  and  constant  intellectual  application. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  speaking  of  a  mishap  and  mis- 
fortune which  happened  to  us  during  the  year.  The  mishap  was  the  loss 
of  a  month's  schooling  which  the  female  pupil  teachers  had  to  suffer  owing 
to  an  epidemic  fever  which  declared  itself  in  theUrsulines'  convent.  Through 
the  zeal  of  the  teachers,  the  pupils  did  not  lose  very  much  and  the  final 
results  of  their  studies  have  been  about  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

The  nuns  at  once  hastened  to  have  a  considerable  amount  of  work 
done  to  their  establishment  to  make  it  healthy  and  now  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  we  will  never  again  be  exposed  to  a  similar  delay. 
The  causes  of  the  evil  have  been  discovered  and  removed. 

The  health  of  the  pupils  was  naturally  affected  but  a  stay  in  their 
families  and  good  country  air  will  enable  them,  I  hope,  to  regain  their 
strength. 

But  what  cannot  be  restored  is  the  life  of  Miss  Bose  Anne  LeE-oy, 

adopted  daughter  of  J.  E.  LeRoy,  teacher  of  Ste.  Claire.    This  young  lady 

who  was  endowed  with  excellent  qualities  had  in  a  short  time  by  her 

intelligence,  her  kindness,  her  attention  to  her  studies  gained  the  esteem 
of  her  teachers  and  of  her  schoolmates.    The  diploma  which  she  expected 

from  the  hands  of  men  on  earth,  God  has  been  pleased  to  give  her  in 

heaven.    She  ardently  desired  it  in  order  to  be  of  some  assistance  to  her 

adopted  father  in  his  laborious  occupation  of  teacher,  and  her  hoi>es  will 

not  be  vain.    God  will  grant  to  her  protectors  the  good  she  wished  to  do 

them.     He  will  execute  her  last  wishes  and  also  give  the  poor  child  the 

14 
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happiness  on  which  she  had  often  meditated  and  which  her  innocence  will 
doubtless  have  seemed  for  her.  * 

I  hope  that  I  will  not  soon  be  called  to  speak  of  so  painful  a  subject. 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  future  you  will  not  find  it  out  of  place  for  a 
teacher  to  pay  to  his  pupil  so  well  deserved  a  tribute  of  regret. 


My  duty  accomplished,  I  remain,  etc., 


P.  LAGAC£,  Priest, 
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JACQUES  CARTIER  NORMAL  SCHOOL 


(Translation). 


M0NTREA.L,  28th  September,  1883. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  condition  and  progress  of 
the  Jacques  Cartier  Normal  School  for  the  scholastic  year  1882-83. 


We  admitted  62  pupil-teck^hers ;  a  decrease  of  16  on  last  year's  num- 
ber. But  this  decrease  is  in  the  number  of  old  pupils,  26  of  whom  came 
back.  On  the  other  hand  there  are  36  new  pupils  instead  of  the  31  received 
in  1881-82. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  table  for  the  two  years : 

Scholastic  year,  1881-82.  Scholastic  year,  1882-83. 

Old  pupils 4t        Old  pupils 26 

New  pupils 31        New  pupils 86 

Thirteen  had  already  obtained  diplomas  from  the  Jacques  Oartier 
normal  school ;  three  others  had  obtained  them  elsewhere. 

They  were  divided  as  follows  : 

Academy  class 15 

Model  school  class 14 

Primary  school  class 11 

Preparatory  class 22 
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II 

As  in  previous  years,  several  pupils  left  school  before  completing  the 
course;  two  because  they  found  situations  as  teachers;  four  owing  to 
illness ;  the  others  because  they  evinced  but  little  disposition  either  for 
study  or  for  teaching.    Fifty  pupils  were  present  at  the  end  of  the  course. 

Ill 

After  the  usual  examinations  I  was  able  to  recommend : 

For  academy  diplomas 6 

For  model  school  diplomas T 

For  primary  school  diplomas 3 

Two  pupils  Messrs  Alfred  Cote  of  St.  Hyacinthe  and  A.  Rodrigue 
G-ravel  of  Hochelaga  would  have  deserved  model  school  diplomas  but  they 
had  not  the  age  required  by  law. 

Five  pupils  of  the  academy  class  have  found  good  situations  as  teachers, 
some  in  town  and  some  in  the  country.  Of  those  who  received  model 
school  diplomas,  three  are  now  teaching  ;  two  have  asked  for  leave  to  rest. 
The  others  as  well  as  those  of  the  elementary  class  have  applied  to  continue 
the  course. 

IV 

The  zeal  of  the  teachers  has  been  pointed  out  to  you  for  a  Ion? 
time ;  it  has  not  flagged  during  the  past  year.  I  may  even  say  that  it 
redoubled  on  account  of  Mr.  Casgrain's  absence,  for  they  had  to  replace  him 
during  some  time.  He  was  seriously  ill,  but  Providence  saved  us  from  a 
misfortune  which  would  have  been  deeply  felt  by  the  school. 

On  the  other  hand  we  had  the  regret  of  seeing  Tabbfe  Gknlin  give  up 
the  position  he  occupied  with  us.  At  the  beginning  of  the  holidays  he 
notified  me  that  owing  to  ill  health  he  had  accepted  the  position  of  chaplain 
to  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  penitentiary  but  he  applied  for  leave  to  retain 
his  situation  until  the  end  of  the  holidays  when  he  hoped  to  resume  his 
duties. 
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As  you  are  aware  he  had  charge  of  the  teaching  of  agricultnre.  In  the 
expectation  of  having  a  farm  attached  to  the  normal  school,  the  government 
sent  him  to  Ireland  and  to  Belgium  to  study  the  theoretical  and  practical 
teaching  of  agriculture  in  normal  schools.  His  departure  will  leave  a  void 
which  will  be  difficult  to  fill  for  some  time. 


I  have  been  occupied  since  some  years  in  revising  our  curriculum, 
taking  advantage  for  that  purpose  of  the  professors'  experience  and  my  own. 

It  has  been  printed  as  I  arranged  it  and  I  have  the  honor  to  send  it 
withjthis  report,  to  be  submitted  to  your  approval. 

You  will  notice  that  the  table  of  the  distribution  of  time  which  accom- 
panies it  will  vary,  in  its  details,  from  one  year  to  another,  while  the  cur- 
riculum will  be  modified  only  after  further  experience. 

VI 

As  to  the  teaching  of  agriculture  or  rather  horticulture  we  will  be  able 
I  hope  to  add,  next  year,  some  practical  lessons  to  the  theoretical  instruction. 
We  have  already  some  animals  and  will  commence  ploughing  during  the 
course  of  the  autumn.  As  circumstances  permit,  we  will  develop  these 
with  a  view  to  economy  for  the  school.  But  to  enable  us  to  do  this,  the 
government  will  have  to  build  us  sheds  or  cellars,  for  we  have  no  place  to 
put  our  dairy  produce  or  even  a  small  quantity  of  vegetables.  We  are 
obliged  to  purchase  these  as  we  require  them. 

VII 

Last  year  I  called  the  attention  of  government  to  the  tower  of  the  school, 
I  have  to  repeat  that  it  continues  to  sink  into  the  ground  and  to  lean 
over  in  an  alarming  manner.  At  the  same  time  the  windows,  doors  and 
staircases  are  considerably  out  of  order,  and  have  to  be  repaired  every  year. 
This  is  a  source  of  continual  expense  to  say  nothing  of  the  inconvenience 
of  having  the  cold  come  in  between  every  stone  in  the  front,  which  looks 
like  a  ruined  house. 
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vin 

The  attached  school   of  La  Maitrise  St.  Pierre  was  attended  br  302 

m 

children,  a  smalleT  nuinber  than  last  year,  but  on  the  other  hand  there 
have  been  fewer  changes.  The  pnpils  admitted  in  the  month  of  September 
1882  were  nearly  all  present  at  the  end  of  last  June. 

The  pupil  teachers  who  teach  school  there  every  day  do  not  complain 
of  fatigue  or  of  inclement  weather ;  but  they  complain  that  in  makine 
their  daily  trips  they  lose  time,  which  is  precious  to  them  in  their  studies. 
On  the  other  hand  as  they  are  mbre  frequently  placed  in  contact  with 
people  they  have  better  opportunities  of  displaying  their  good  qualities. 
From  this  point  of  view  it  is  an  advantage  to  them  and  to  us. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

H.  A.  B.  VERKEAU, 

Prindpai 
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McGILL  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


Sib, 

At  the  end  of  the  twenty-sixth  Session  of  the  McQill  Normal  School,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  present  you  my  Annual  Report. 

We  admitted  into  the  School,  after  the  opening  on  the  first  of  September, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  pupils,  of  these,  twelve  were  male  students,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  female  students ;  sixty-eight  were  from 
country  districts,  and  the  same  number  (sixty-eight)  from  Montreal.  At 
the  close  of  the  Session,  after  careful  examination,  I  was  able  to  recommend 
to  you,  for  diplomas,  86  pupils,  9  for  Academy  diplomas,  81  for  Model  School 
diplomas,  and  46  for  Elementary  School  diplomas. 

To  those  was  added  a  graduate  of  McGill  University,  who  had  applied 
to  me  during  the  time  of  our  examination,  in  order  to  obtain  our  Academy 
diploma  in  accordance  with  existing  regulations. 

At  the  close  of  Session  1881-82,  eighty-eight  of  our  students  received 
diplomas,  and  I  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  the  following  particulars  con- 
nected with  them. 

The  whole  of  those  who  received  Academy  diplomas,  7  in  number, 
found  situations  immediately  and  are  at  present  engaged  in  important 
Schools  in  the  Provinces.  Of  the  29  who  received  Model  School  diplomas, 
7  returned  in  order  to  obtain  a  higher  certificate,  of  two  I  have  not  been 
enabled  to  gather  any  information,  and  twenty  found  situations,  and  are 
engaged  in  teaching  at  the  present  time.  Of  those  who  received  Elemen- 
tary diplomas,  62  in  number,  twenty-three  returned  to  obtain  a  higher 
diploma,  9  as  yet  have  not  frimished  me  with  any  particulars  as  to  their 
occupation,  and  twenty  are  engaged  in  Schools  in  the  Province,  nearly  the 
whole  of  them  in  country  districts. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  this  statement,  that  of  the  eighty-eight  of  out 
students  receiving  diplomas  at  the  end  of  Session  1881-82,  4t  becanie 
teachers  in  the  Province,  80  re-entered  the  School  for  further  advancement 
in  the  profession,  and  of  the  11  not  accounted  for,  it  may  be  that  some  of 
them  are  engaged  in  teaching,  but  have  neglected  to  furnish  the  necessary 
information. 

During  the  past  Session,  I  was  very  desirous,  as  far  as  the  time  at  my 
disposal  would  allow,  to  obtain  particulars  connected  with  our  former 
students  similar  to  the  foregoing,  as  it  is  important  that  it  should  be  w^ell 
understood,  that  young  persons  who  enter  our  Normal  Schools,  and  profess 
a  desire  to  become  teachers  in  the  Province,  fulfil  their  engagements,  as 
soon  as  they  are  permitted  to  do  so. 

I  have  very  little  to  report  with  reference  to  the  general  working  of 
the  Institution  during  the  past  Session. 

Of  the  large  number  of  students  who  entered,  a  fair  proportion  were 
eminently  fitted  in  many  respects  to  become  teachers,  and  as  I  have  already 
shown,  at  the  end  of  the  Session  I  was  enabled  to  recommend  to  you  a  large 
number  who  were  entitled,  according  to  our  regulations,  to  receive  diplomas. 

The  Model  Schools  of  our  Normal  School  were  as  efficiently  carried  on 
as  in  former  years. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  state  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  Session, 
Professor  Hicks,  the  head  master  of  the  Boys'  School,  on  account  of  illness, 
was  obliged  to  give  up  his  work,  but  through  the  kindness  of  the  authorities 
of  the  Institution,  he  was  allowed  a  period  of  rest  which  no  doubt  will  be 
of  much  benefit  to  him.  Mr.  Stephens  had  charge  of  the  school  in  the  mean 
time,  and  gave  much  satisfaction  ;  Miss  Swallow  had  charge  of  the  Girls' 
School,  and  MiSs  Derrick  of  the  Primary  School. 

These  teachers  of  our  Model  or  Practising  Schools,  for  the  part  they 
take  in  the  training  of  our  Normal  School  pupils,  deserve  the  highest  praise. 

The  Professors,  who  aided  in  the  Normal  School,  are  so  well  known  on 
account  of  their  connection  with  educational  matters  generally,  that  I  need 
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hardly  say  the  Institution  derived  great  benefit  from  their  labours  during 
the  whole  of  the  Session. 

Of  the  Bey.  gentlemen,  who  have  now  for  several  years  in  succession, 
been  giving  their  attention  gratuitously  to  our  religious  instruction  classes, 
I  must  si>eak  in  the  highest  terms.  In  doing  this,  I  feel  sure  the  whole  of 
our  students  will  willingly  join  me. 

In  concluding  my  Report,  I  must  not  fail  to  thank  the  Normal  School 
Committee,  and  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Dawson,  for  their  attention  to  many 
important  matters  claiming  their  consideration  during  the  past  year. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.. 


Wm.  H.  HICKS, 

Principal. 
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TABLE  C. 
Table  of  the  noinber  of  pupils  who  have  attended  the  nonnal  schooLs. 


Scholastic  year. 


Jacques-Cariier 
School. 


Pupil 
Teachers. 


McGiU  School. 


LaTHl  School. 


Female  pupil 
teachers. 

Total. 

Male  pupil 
teachers. 

Female  pupil 
teachers. 

Total. 

25 

30 

22 

22 

63 

70 

.  36 

40 

76 

76 

83 

!  34 

52 

86 

72 

81 

1  40 

54 

94 

56 

'  61 

1  41 

53 

94 

58 

68 

;  39 

52 

91 

72 

80 

'  39 

52 

91 

60 

;  7* 

34 

49 

83 

60 

.  65 

43 

55 

98 

73 

75 

39 

57 

96 

73 

75 

•  43 

55 

98 

57 

62 

49 

73 

122 

70 

74 

.  6* 

73 

137 

69 

•  76 

82 

80  , 

162 

70 

!  66 

i  ^ 

59  ' 

113 

94 

107 

32 

56 

88 

108 

116 

i  38 

54 

92 

106 

112 

•  43  . 

56 

99 

99 

118 

,  38 

60 

98 

110 

124 

.  47 

63 

110 

107 

125 

'  50 

74 

124 

106 

135 

46 

63 

109 

70 

140 

51 

66 

117 

130 

142 

1  46 

63 

109 

114 

126 

.  62  ; 

60 

112 

123 

137 

1  44 

64 

108 

124 

136 

1  37  , 

62  ' 

99 

',  a  • 

'Is. 


s  = 

a  9 

S    Cm 


5 
3 


iMt  SesfdoD,  1857.. 

Session  1857-1858. 

Session  1858-1859. 

Session  1859-1860. 

Session  1P60-1A61. 

Session  1861-1862. 

Session  1862-1863. 

Session  1863-1864. 

Session  1864-1865. 

Session  1865-1866. 

Session  1866-1867. 

Session  1867-1868. 

Session  1868-1869. 

Session  1869-1870. 

Session  1870-1871. 

Session  1871-1872. 

Session  1872-1873. 

Session  1873-1874. 

Session  1874-1875. 

Session  1875-1876. 

Session  1876-1877. 

Session  1877-1878. 

Session  1878-1879. 

Session  1879-1880. 

Session  1880-1881. 

Session  1881-1882. 

Session  1882-1883. 


18 
46 
50 
53 
52 
41 
57 
56 
56 
43 
41 
35 
36 
46 
63 
51 
46 
43 
59 
60 
60 
62 
70 
63 
76 
78 
62 


5 

7 

7 

9 

9 

10 

8 

7 

5 

2 

2 

5 

4 

7 

6 

13 

8 

6 

19 

14 

18 

29 

70 

12 

12 

14 

12 


45 

.  89 

91 

102 

98 

<  90 

'  104 

I  97 
104 

•  84 
80 

,  89 
104 
135 
123 

.  46 
92 
92 

'  116 
121 
128 
137 
191 
121 
140 
136 
111 


25 

103 
128 
126 
109 
110 
125 
116 
115 
130 
128 
130 
143 
149 
129 
150 
162 
162 
159 
159 
181 
169 
136 
193 
174 
187 
186 


T9 
1?2 
219 
225 
»7 
2»Xi 
2» 
213 
21? 
214 
lOS 
21» 
24T 
284 
252 
246 
254 
254 
27S 
294 
3i»9 
3<^ 
327 
314 
314 
323 
297 


Diplomas  awarded  to  pupils  of  the  normal  schools  since  the  establishment 

of  these  institutions. 


Jacques-Cartier. 

McOUl. 

Layal. 

• 

S 

1 

1 

1 

•s 

e 

Description  of 
Diplomas. 

Pupil 
Teachers. 

§ 

us 

1 

1 

-a 

Female  pupil 
teachers. 

Total. 

• 

1 

J 

a* 

Female  pupil 
teachers. 

« 

No.of  female  pupil  tei 
(inuiil  total. 

Academies 

Model  Schools 

Elementary 

89 
229 
160 

51 
90 
45 

77  .  128 
409   499 
921  ,  966 

87 
253 
229 

456 
561 

87 
709 
790 

227 
572 
434 

77   304 

865  1437 

1482  1916 

Totals 

478 

186 

1407  '  1593 

569 

1017 

1586 

1233  i  2424   3657 

1 
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TABLE  D. 


• 

o 

SPECIAL  SCHOOLS. 

• 

1 

t 

1 

Number  of 
professors. 

•s 

B 

1 

Schools  of  applied  sciences 

2 
12 

1 
3 

17 

26 

7 

57 

79 

2 

Schools  of  arts  and  manufactures • 

734 

3 

Institute  for  tbe  blind 

41 

^  1 
4 

Institutions  for  male  and  female  deaf-mutes 

408 

♦ 

18 

107 

1262 

268 


REPORTS  OF  THE 
Diplomas  granted  under  the  rales  of  the  Catholic 


AUGUST  1882. 

NOYEMBKB  1882. 

BOABD  OF  EXAMINERS 

Candidates. 

Diplomas. 

1 

5 

Diplomas. 

E. 

M. 

A. 

E. 

H. 

A. 

■ 

Aylmer 

8 
1 
2 

5 

1 
2 

1 

1 

Beance 

4 

3 

1 

BonaYflntnr©  ..,....,,.,..,.....,,.,.», 

1 

Garleton 

8 
7 

8 
3 

1 

1 

1 

Charlevoix  and  Sacnienay 

1 

1 

ChicouUmi 

I 
1 

I 
1 

■ 

Dnimmond,  Hichfnond  and  Wolfe. ....... 

4 

4 

1 

1 

GaspS. 

Magdalen  Islands. ...................... 

5 

1 
34 

5 

1    • 
15 

Kamonraska , ...,..,,,   .... 

5 
68 

5 
40 

1 

Montreal 

6 

3 

1 

Pontiac 

Qnebec • 

38 
9 

20 
6 

8 
3 

1 

19 
3 

4 
10 
11 
11 

9 
2 

4 

8 

11 

5 

1     

Rimouski,. , 

1 

Sherbrooke 

St.  Hyaclnthe 

24 

14 

3 

2 

Sweetsbnrgh-Bedford , . 

Three-Biveis 

36 

28 

5 

6 

*.•■•■ 

1     "" 

1 

1 
1 

203 

130 

25 

4 

111 

70 

9 

•  •  •  •• 
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BOARDS  OF  EXAMINERS. 

Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 


FEBRUARY  1883. 

MAY  1883. 

TOTALS. 

• 

Diplomas. 

*^^ 

Diplomas. 

1 

DiplomaR. 

1 

E. 

M. 

A. 

£. 

H. 

A. 

B. 

M. 

A. 

39 
7 

31 
7 

4 

47 
13 

a 

8 

17 

9 

7. 

6 

6 

13 

199 

a 

148 
24 

4 

64 

19 

127 

86 

11 

3 

8 

13 

8 

7 

6 

6 

13 

114 

1 

89 

11 

4 

46 

19 

67 

4 

10 
5 

10 

4 

3 

3 
2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

6 

7 

• 

68 

2 

74 

11 

7 
38 

1 
60 

3 

29 

21 

11 

1 

18 

4 

17 

1 

10 

• 

1 

3 

13 

4 

26 
7 

1 

5 

4 

25 

8 

68 

19 

8 

27 

4 

9 

12 

7 

6 

.  •  •  •  • 

30 

46 

69 

48 

8 

330 

2U 

67 

1 

713 

469 

109 

6 
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REPORTS  OF  BOARDS  OF  EXAMINERS. 


Diplomas  granted  nnder  the  rules  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the 

Council  of  Public  Instruction. 


BOARD  OF 
EXAMINERS  OF 


Aylmer.. 
Bedford. 


Bonayentnie. 


Gasp^  ... 
Montreal, 
Pontiac  ,. 


Quebec. . . . 
Richmond, 


Sherbrooke. 


Btanstead.  ... 
Three-Rivera. 


NOVEMBER  1882. 


I 
I 


13 


38 


DIplomAB. 


K. 


2 


9 


M. 


2 


23 


CO 

s 

ee 
2 


13 


41 


22 


9 


11 


24 


21 


MAT  1883. 


Diplomas. 


£- 


M. 


13 

41 

I 

2 

11 

7 

7 

4 

15 

19 


148 


120 


TOTALS, 


s 

O 


17 
41 


14 


3 

31 
13 
11 
8 
37 
21 
I       1 


186 


Diplomis. 

E.  I  M.    A. 

17     ' 

41      

3     

3      

13  I    9    .... 

10    ■ 

7  2    .... 

5    ' 

24  '    5    .... 

I 
19      

1      


143    !  16 


211 


LIST  of  books  approved  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  jfrom  its 
establishment  to  the  22nd  March  1876,  and  by  the  Catholic  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  from  the  22nd  March 
1876  to  the  1st  of  May  1884. 


BBADEBS. 

rUNCH    RBADIB8. 

Le  NonYeau  Tnit6  des  Deyoirs  da  Chretien,  Christian  Brothers 

Nourelle  m^thode  pour  apprendre  k  bien  lirej  F.  E.  Junean 

Lectures  iDstmctiyes  et  arnqsantes,  in  mamucript,  F.  P.  B 

Le  premier  liyre  de  I'EnfiEince,  Poitevin 

NonveaiuE  ^l^ments  de  la  Civility  chretienne,  ponr  les  6coles  616mentaire8  sealement^ 
^  poblished  by  Charles  Delagrave  k  Co 

Syllabaire  ponr  les  6coles  6l6mentaires  senlement,  Juneau  and  Liicasse,  Quebec 

Le  liyre  des  Enfonts,  J.  B.  Cdt6 

Lea  Petites  Fleurs  de  po^sie,  Bey.  Mr.  Nantel 

Liyres  de  Lecture,  A.  N.  Montpetit,  first  three  yolumes 

Livzes  de  Lecture,  A.  N.  Montpetit,  last  two  yolumes 

Liyre  de  lecture  k  haute  yoix,  Bey.  P.  Lagac6 

Premier  liyre  de  Lecture,  ayec  tableaux,  Christian  Brothers 

La  m£thode  de  Lecture  rationnelle,  en  dix  tableaux,  J.  B.  Clontier 

Le  premier  liyre  des  Enfants,  J.  B.  Cloutier 

BNOUBH    RBADBRS. 

Firat  Book  for  the  use  of  schools,  published  by  J.  Loyell 

The  Duty  of  the  Christian,  by  the  Christian  Brothers 

Murray's  Spelling  Book • 

The  British  American  Beader,  by  Borthwick 

The  Metropolitan  Illustrated  Speller,  published  by  D.  k  J.  Sadlier  k  Co.,  New  York  . . 

The  Metropolitan  Speller  and  Pictorial  Definer,  by  the  same 

The  Metropolitan,  First,  Second  and  Third  Beaders,  by  the  same 

The  Metropolitan,  Fourth  Beader,  (Canadian  edition  of  1866),  by  the  same,  Mont- 
real  • 

Word-Expoeitor  and  Spelling  Guide,  by  George  Coutie,  1663 

The  Four  Seasons,  being  a  new  No.  3,  Nelson's  School  Series 


Date  of 
approbation 

U  Noy.  1860 

12  Oct.  1865 

13  June  1866. 
10  Oct.  1866 

10  June  1868 

10  June  1868 
12  Oct.  1870 

11  Oct.  1871 
16  Oct.  1874 

12  May  187& 

13  Oct.  1875 

id. 
id. 
id. 


14  Noy.  1860- 
id. 
id. 
id. 

10  Noy.  1863' 

id. 

id. 
id. 

11  May  1864. 

id. 
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'      DOeof 

ENGLISH  BBAD1R8.— •Cofifo'niMif.  |  approbttioii 

The  Catholic  School  Book ;  12  Oct  1865 

Andrew's  Dramatic  Reader 1 12  Oct.  1880 

Excelsior  Readers,  pablished  bj  Sadlier  A  Co !  15  ICaj  1878 

I 

LATIH   AND  aSUK  RKAOERS.  j 

First  Latin  Reader,  by  A.  fl.  Bryce,  (4th  edition,  1864) 1 14  May  1864 

Second  Latin  Reader,  by  the  same,  (1863) 11  ICay  1864 

Psantier  de  David,  Mame,  Tourv,  1868 1 12  Oct  1865 

I 
First  Greek  Reader,  by  the  same  (1863) ,11  ICay  1864 


GRAMMARS. 


rUNCH     OBAXMARS. 


14  Nor.  I860 
id. 


Grammaire  de  Lhomond,  edition  de  Julien,  et  les  exercices 

La  s^rie  des  Cours  de  Grammaire  de  Jalien,  et  les  exercices 

Grammaire  fran^aise  616mentaire,  F.  P.  B ;  13  Jane  1866 

i 
La  Grammaire  oompUte,  Poiterin. 11  Nor.  1866 

i 
La  Grammaire  dn  premier  iige,  by  the  same |  Id. 

La  Grammaire  616mentaire,  by  the  same ;  id. 

Grammaire  de  Bonnean  et  Lucan,  roTised  by  M.  Micband ill  Jone  1868 

Abr6g6  de  Grammaire  fran^aise,  C.  J.  L.  Lafrance  (1867),  2nd  Edition !  14  Oct  1868 

I 

Les  elements  de  la  Grammaire  fran^aise  de  Lhomond,  revised  by  N.  Lacasse 16  Oct.  1873 


Les  61^ment8  de  la  Grammaire  fran^aise,  J.  B.  Clontier. 
Grammaire  M6mentaire,  Livre  da  maltra— S4rie  Robert 

Nonvelle  Grammaire  complete,  Id 

Les  ^l^ments  de  la  Grammaire  fran^aise,  N.  Lacasse. . . 
La  Grammaire  fran^se,  J.  A.  L6yesqae,  1880 


■NOLISH  ORAMMARS. 


The  Principles  of  English  Grammar,  by  W.  Lennie,  1868 


10  June  1874 
25  May  1877 

id. 
14  May  18T9 
19  Oct  1881 


14  Not.  1860 
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LIST  of  books  approved  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  from  its 
establishment,  etc. — Continued. 


FRSNCH-IRGLISH  AKD  INOLISH-FRBWCH  0RAVMAB8. 

* 

Petit  traits  de  Omnmaire  anglaisei  Charles  Goeselin,  Quebec 

Orammaire  pratique  de  la  langne  anglaise,  Sadler,  Paris,  1868 

Mannel  d'anglais :  Omnmaire  et  themes,  by  the  same 

Nonyeaa  conrs  de  langne  anglaise  snr  le  plan  d'Ollendorf,  Beanchemin  k  Valois,  1868 . 
The.  Edinburgh  High  School  French  Grammar,  by  Ch.  Schneider,  1866 « 

LATIN   AND   GHIEK   ORAMMARS. 

Elementary  Latin  Grammar,  by  Dr.  L.  Schmits,  published  by  R.  Chambers. 

Grammar  of  the  Latin  language,  by  the  same 


Date  of 
approbation 

12  Not.  1861 

id. 

id. 

* 

14  Oct.  1868 
id. 


10  Oct  1866 
id. 


GRAMMATICAL  EXERCISES. 

FRVNCH   IXBRCISBS. 

Traits  d'analyse  grammaticale,  F.  P.  B 

Traits  d'analyse  logique,  by  the  same 

Cours  complet  de  dict^s,  by  the  same 

Ck>iir8  gradu6,  by  the  same ^ 

Traits  d'analyse  grammaticale,  N.  Lacasse,  Quebec,  1867 

Traits  de  I'art  Spistolaire,  Sorel 

DoYoirs  grammaticauz  et  orthographiques,  J.-B.  Cloutier 

Lea  exercices  orthog^phiques,  N.  Laca^^ 

MSthode  de  style  et  de  composition,  premiere  et  seconde  annSes  —  Livre  dn  maltre  et 
livre  de  TSlSve  —  sSrie  Robert 

Extiaitdu  cours  thSorique  et  pratique  de  style  —  Livre  du  maitre  et  livre  de  I'SlSve, 
Christian  Brothers 

BNOLISR  BXERCISBS. 

English  Word-Book,  a  manual  exhibiting  the  structure  and  Etymology  of  English 
Words,  by  John  Graham,  1863 

FRBNCH-BNOLISH  AND   XNGLIBH-FRXNCH  RXBRCISKS. 

Manuel  d'Anglais,  thSmes  et  syntaxe,  by  Sadler,  Paris,  1840 

18 


11  Nov. 

1866 

id. 

id. 

id. 

10  June  1868 

id. 

10  June  1874 

id. 

25  May 

1877 

13  May 

1879 

11  May  1864 


12  Nov.  1861 
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FBuroH-uiaLiBH  AMD  BiraLigH-rBiHCH  ■ZIBCIBI& — Continued, 

m 

Conrs  de  Versions  anglaises,  by  the  same,  1857 

Exercices  aDgUds,  on  conn  de  themes  gradnte,  by  the  same,  12th  edition,  Paris,  1857. . 

Manuel  d' Anglais,  denxi^e  partie.  Versions  et  Dialogues,  by  the  same.    New  edi- 
•  tion,  Paris,  1875 

Manuel  d' Anglais,  cinqni^me  partie,  Le^ns  de  Litt6rature  anglaise,  by  the  same, 
Paris,  1841 

Manuel  d'Anglais,  sixl^me  partie,  Le^ns  de  Litteratuie  angkdse,  by  the  same,  Paris, 
1841 •••• 


Manuel  classique  de  Conyeraation  frangaise  et  anglaise,  by  the  same,  Paris,  1855 

The  Edinburgh  French  Conversation  Reader,  by  Gliarles  Schneider,  1866 

The  Edinburgh  High  School  French  Manual,  by  the  same,  1867 

The  Dominion  Phrase  Book,  by  the  professor  Darey , 


LATIV  AHD  OHinC  IZIBCI8I8. 


Elementary  Latin  Exercises,  by  Dr.  Leonard  Schmits,  published  by  R.  Chambers 
Advanced  Latin  Exercises,  by  the  same • 


DICTIONARIES. 

Nouveau    Dictionnaire  portatif  Anglais-Fran^ais  et  Frant^s-Anglais,    Sadler,  Paris, 
1851 

Dictionnaire  classique,  Bdnaid  (Edition  de  1863), 

School  Dictionary  of  the  Latin  language,  published  by  Q)iamberB< 


Date  of 
approbttkm 

12  Hot.  1661 

id. 

id. 

id. 

id. 

id. 

14  Oct  im 

id. 

11  Oct  ia:i 


10  Oct  1865 
id. 


IJ  Not.  156: 
10  Nov.  ISw 
10  Oct  18?: 


HISTORY. 


BOOKS  OF  HIBTOBT  PUBLISHIO   IN   FBBNCH. 


Histoire  Sainte,  Drioux !  14  Not.  :?•>: 

Histoire  Sainte,  par  demandes  et  par  r^ponses  suivie  d'un  abr6g6  de  la  vie  de  N.  S.. 

J^sus-Christ,  printed  by  T.  Gary,  Quebec,  1852 112  Not.  IS-^- 

I 

Histoire  EGcl6siastique,  Drioux , 'i2Not.13»^ 

Cours  d*Histoire,  Christian  Brothers |   6  Octl5"3 
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BOOKS  OF   mSTOBT   PUBLISHSD   IV   FRIKCH. — Suite. 

Histoire  Ancienne,  Driouz 

Histoire  da  Moyen  figOi  Drioax 

Abreg6  de  rHistoire  da  Canada,  F.  X.  Garneaa 

Histoire  da  Canada,  Revd.  C.  H.  LaTerdi^re 

Abr^^  de  rHistoire  da  Canada,  F.  X.  Toassaint 

Histoire  da  Canada,  I'abb^  L.  0.  Qaatbier 

Histoire  de  France,  Drioax •  •  •• 

Histoire  d'Angleterre,  Drioax 

Tableaux  Historiqnes,  CheyaUer  de  Laba 

Precis  de  Mythologie,  Drioax 

BOOKS   OP  HISTOBT  PUBLISHB)   IN  1KGLI8H. 

History  oi  Canada,  by  J.  Boy  (7th  edition),  1864 

A  School  History  of  Canada  and  of  the  other  British  North  American  Proyinces,  by  J. 
G.  Hodgins 

Dr.  Miles'  New  Series  of  History  of  Canada,  intitaled  : 

lo.  A  New  History  of  Canada,  1634-1867,  to  senre  as  a  general  reader  in  secondary  or 
superior  institutions 

2o.  A  School  History  of  Canada,  prepared  for  the  elementary  and  model  schools 

3o.  The  Child's  History  of  Canada,  for  the  elementary  schools 

A  Compendiam  of  the  History  of  Canada  and  of  the  British  North  American  Pro- 
yinces, by  the  Christian  Brothers 

Lingard's  EUstory  of  England,  abridged  for  the  use  of  schools 

Pinnock's  Goldsmith's  Catechism  of  the  History  of  England,  published  by  Loyell, 
Montreal 

Pinnock's  Improved  Edition  of  Goldsmith's  History  of   England,  by  W.  C.  Taylor, 
published  by  Loyell,  Montreal,  1859 

General  History,  by  the  Christian  Brothers 

GEOGRAPHY. 

6C00RAPHIB8   PUBLIBHBD   IN   FRBNCH. 

Abrege  de  la  GSographie  Moderne,  published  by  Society  d'Education  de  Quebec 


Date  of 
approbation 

4  Noy.  1860 

id. 

id. 

21  Oct.  1869 

12  May  1876 
26  May  1877 
14  Nov.  1860 

id. 

13  Oct.  1875 

14  Noy.  1860 


11  May  1864 


9  May  1866 


21  Oct.  1869 

13  Oct.  1875 

14  Noy.  1860 

id. 

id. 
13  Oct.  1875 


14  Noy.  1860 
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Date  of 
GvoGRAPBm  puBuaHK)  n  fbhtcb. — Comtimued.  i^isobaticL 


La  Gtegn^hie  Modeme,  M.  IWM  Holmes. 14Not.  l§t'C 

r 

G6ogxai>hie  de  leu  M.  I'abM  Holmes,  reme  et  coirigte,  poor  les  iooles  modHes  et  lee 

aoMl^mies 11  Oct.  1^*^ 


.  •  « 


G^ographie  de  MM .  Mon^petit  et  DsTisme !  14  June  > 

Abr£g6  de  (JtegrH^hie,  par  F.  X.  Tonssaint,  first  and  second  editions. ,         id. 

Abrig^  de  C^togiapbie  Modeme,  second  edition,  F.  X.  Tonssaint 18  Oct.  IS 

Nonrelle  Gtegmpbie,  Christian  Biothos 11  OcC  1: 

Noayelle  Gtegxaphie  primaire  illnstr6e,  by  the  same 15  Mar  I 


*r  tr 


OaOOBAPHISS  PUBLIBHSD   Of  DfOUSH. 

Lorell's  Genend  Geography,  by  J.  G.  Hodgins,  Montreal,  1861 13  Not.  :^>. 

Modem  School  Geogn^hy  and  Atlas,  by  James  Campbell 9  May  I^■^' 

Abridgment  of  Modem  Geography,  1st  and  2nd  editions,  by  F.  X.  Tonssynt. U  Jime  l^T. 

The  New  Primary  lUnstrated  Geography,  by  the  Brothers  of  the  Christian  Schools 15  May  l*'$ 

The  New  Intermediate  illostrated  €toography,  by  the  same id. 

The  New  illustrated  Geography,  for  the  nse  of  the  Christian  Schools  for  the  Dominion, 

by  the  same •   id. 

I 
I 


MATHEMATICS.  I 

I 
ABITmnTIC  BOOKS  Of  rasNCB.  I 

ArithmStique  de  BoQthillier,  published  by  Cr^made 14  Not.  I  v 

Coors  d'Arithm^tiqne  commerciale,  printed  by  Easibe  S4o6cal,  Montreal,  1863 12  May  I*f  J 

Conrs  d'Arithm^tiqae  commerciale,  D^Ayres. id. 

Traits  elementaire  d'Arithm^tiqne, F.  X.  Tonssaint... 13  May  I^-^' 

Traite  ^^mentaire  d'Arithm^tiqne,  L.  H.  BeUerose,  Montreal,  1867 14  OcL  :^ 

Introdnction  k  rArithmaiqne,  Christian  Brothers 12  Oct  l^' 

Arithm^tiqne  commerciale  de  Mensuration  et  de  Comptabilit6,  by  the  same id. 

La  NoQTelle  Arithmetiqae,  C.  J.  Lafrance j  10  June  ir« 

NonTean  trait6  dUrithm^tique  61^entaire,  F.  X.  Tonssaint ,18  Mar  :^5: 
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ARITHMBTIC   BOOKS  IN   FRINCB. 

Traits  de  calcnl  mental,  F.  E.  Janeaa 

Recueil  d'excrcices  ear  l'Arithm6tiqae|  F.  X.  Totissaint. . . 


WORKS  ON  BOOK-KEIPINO   IN  rBINOH. 


Cours  de  Tenue  des  livres,  M.  D'Ayres 


Cours  de  Tenae  dea  livres  en  partie  double  et  en  partie  simplei    printed  by  Ens&be 
Sen^cal,  Montreal,  1861 


Tenue  des  livres  en  partie  double  et  en  partie  simple,^N.  Lacasse. 

Manuel  de  Tenue  des  livres,  J.  C.  Langelier , 

Tenue  des  livres,  8S.  de  la  Congregation  N.-D.  de  Montrtel 


GBOMBTRT  AND   TRIGONOMBTRT,   IN   FBINCH. 


Nouveau  trait6  de  gtom6trie  et  de  trigonom6trie  rectiligne  et  sph^rique,  suivi  du  toisS 
des  surfaces  et  des  solides,  C.  Balllairg6 • 


Tableau  st6r^m6trique,  by  the  same 


ARITHKITIC   BOOKS  IN  BNGLISH. 


Arithmetic  of  the  Irish  National  Series,  published  by  Lovell,  Montreal,  1860 
Walkingham's  Arithmetic 


Elementary  Arithmetic  in  Decimal  Currency,  by  John  Herbert  Sangster,  second  edition, 
1861 ,  published  by  Lovell 


Treatise  on  practical  Mathematics,  by  Th.  R.  Johnson,  Montreal 

Kichardson's  Arithmetic,  with  metric  tables 

Juneau's  Compendium  of  Mental  Arithmetic 


WORKS  ON  BOOK-KIBPING  IV  INGLISH. 


A  Comprehensive  system  of  Book-keeping,  by  simple  and  doable  entry,  by  Th.  B. 
Johnsop,  Montreal,  1864 


SUNDRIES. 

BOOKS,   BTC,   PUBLISHBD  IN  FRENCH. 

PIDAGOOY. 

Reponses  au  programme  de  P6dagogie  et  d' Agriculture,  second  edition,   Bevd.  J. 
Langevin 

Traits  de  P6dagogie,  Mgr  Lange^ln 


Date  of 
approbation 

13  May  1866 
17  May  1882 


12  May  1863 

id. 

13  May  1866 

11  Oct.  1877 

12  Nov.  1879 


12  June  1872 

id. 

14  Nov. 

I860 

id. 

12  Nov.  1861 

10  Oct. 

1866 

12  Oct. 

1870 

id. 

U  May  1864 


10  Nov.  1863 
12  May  1877 
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Dale  of 

HATURAL  HI8T0KT,  AQBICULTUBB,  BOTAHT,  BTC.  appCObfttiOQ 

Prtcia  61toentaire  d'Histoire  Naiurelle,  Zeller,  Paris,  186S '  U  Not.  I86*> 

TniU  d'AgricQltare  pratique,  J.  F.  Perranlt,  Montreal,  1858 1   9  Maj  1865 

I 
Petit  Manuel  d'Agricnltiire,  leDrH.LaBne 12  Oct.  18:>.» 

Les  Oaufleries  Agricoles,  M.  Ed.  Barnard \  13  Oct.  1875 

Petit  Mannel  d'Agricnltare,  d'Hortirnlture  et  d'Arboricnltnre,  le  Dr  H.  LaBne j  15  Maj  1878 

Elements  de  Botaniqne  et  de  Physiologie  Y^^tale,  sniyis  d'nne  Petite  Flore  de  ul 

ProYince  de  Quebec,  TabM  Ovide  Bronet 21  Oct.  186» 

Tiaite  de  Chimie  Agricole,  Quebec,  1868 1 10  Jane  1868 

DRAwnra. 

Mannel  de  deasin  indnstriel,  d'aprte  la  mltfaode  de  Walter  Smith,   accompaf^^  de' 

cartes-modMee  premier  liyre,  Oscar  Dnnn {25  Maj  187T 

Mannel  de  dessin  indnatriel  ^  I'nsage  des  maltre  d'^coles  primaires,  d'aprte  la  mMhodej 
de  Walter  Smith,  accompagn6  de  cahiers  et  de  blocs-modules  k  Tnsage  des  ti^Tes,; 
denzi^e  liTTe,  par  Oscar  Dnnn !  15  Mar  18T8 

CSABTS,   COPT  .BOOKS,  ITC. 

Carte  Afltronomique,  P.  L.  Morin. I  li  Oct.  187T 

Formnles  de  liyres  de  comptes,  de  livres  de  receties  et  de  r61es  de  percepti<m  et  de  coU-) 
sation  k  Vnsage  des  mnnicipalitte  scolaires,  by  the  Snperintendant  of  Edncation,< 
Honorable  6.  Onlmet {25  Maj  1877 

Novrelle  m^thode  d'Bcritnre^  en  sept  cahiers,  published  bj  Sns&be  Senecal,  Montreal . . .  i  12  Oct  1865 

86rie  de  cahiers  d'Ecritore  des  Bcoles  Chr6tiennes,  published  hj  Desbaiats,  MonticaL.  .j  14  Maj  187> 

SMe  de  cahiers  d'Eciiture,  published  bj  J.  A.  Langlais,  Quebec \         id. 


Blanes  pour  exercices  gnunmatlcanz,  quatre  cahiers., 


BOOKS,  ETC.,  PUBUSHSD  IN  ENGLISH. 


PBDAOOOT,   HATUBAL  HIBTOBT  AXD  AOBICULTUBB. 


12  Not.  187» 


Answers  to  the  Programme  on  teaching  and  Agriculture,  bj  Bey.  J.  Lan^yin,  second 

edition. 10Noy.I66$ 


First  Lessons  in  Scientific  Agriculture,  bj  J.  W.  Dawson,  Montreal,  1864. 


Manual  of  Agriculture  (English  yersion),  bj  Dr.  H.  LaBue. 


11  Maj  1864 

12  Oct  187^ 


Dawson's  Hand  Book  of  Zoologj '         id 
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LIST  of  Text-books  authorized  by  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction,  correct  to  Ist  May,  1884. 


1. — UrOLISH  RIAOBB8. 

The  Canadian  NaUonal  Series,  tIi: 

First  Book  of  Beading  Lessons,  Ist  Part. 

First  Book  of  Beading  Lessons,  2nd  Part. 

Second  Book  of  Beading  Lessons. 

Third  Book  of  Beading  Lessons.  )     Until  I  st  July,  1885. 

Fourth  Book  of  Beading  Lesssons. 

Fiith  Book  of  Beading  Lessons. 

The  Advanced  Book  of  Beading  Lessons. 
Constable's  Series  of  Benders. 

The  Boyal  Series  of  Beaders. 

Gige's  English  Beaders. 

(*)  The  Boyal  Beaders,  Thomas  Nelson  k  Son  and  James  Campbell  k  Son,  Toronto. 

2. — ILOODTION. 

Andrew's  Dramatic  Beader. 
Bell's  Elocution. 

The  Canadian  Spelling  Book. 
Moreirs  Manual. 

4.— WRITDTO. 

Pftyson,  Bunton  and  Scribner's  Primary  and  School  Courses  and  National  System. 
The  Spencerian  System  of  Penmanship. 

5. — ABITHinTIO. 

Smith  and  HoHurchy's  Elementaiy  and  Advanced  Arithmetic. 
McYicar's  Elementary  and  Advanced  Arithmetic. 
Sangster's  Elementary  and  Advanced  Arithmetic. 
Hamblin  Smith,  with  Kirkland  and  Scott  as  Elementary. 

Non. — The  books  of  this  list  were  authorised  23rd  February,  1881,  unless  otherwise  indicated. 
(*)  Authorised  8th  January,  1884. 


3. — INOLISH  SPILLIXO. 
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LIST  of  Text-books  authorized  by  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Goimcil 
of  Public  Instruction,  correct  to  Ist  May,  1884. — CofUtnuecL 


6. — ^BVaun  ttBAMMAB. 

13. — OIOIOTRT. 

Euclid. 

Young's  Solid  Geometry  and  Conic  Sectiont. 

(*)  Miller's  Swindon's  Language  Lessons. 

14. — TRieOHOmTRT   AMD  MIX8Ua4T10K. 

Galbraith  and  Haaghton*s  Trigonometry. 

1. — CoMPOBinov. 

Chambers' Practical  Mathematics. 

Swinton's  School  GoniDOSition. 

16. — LATIH. 

8. — OIOOBAPBHS. 

Smith's  Series  of  Latin  Books. 

LoTelPs  Series  of  Geogimpbies. 

Bryce's  First  Latin  Book. 

Calkin's  Elementary  O^ogimphj. 

Biyce's  ImitatiTe  Latin  Exercises. 

PubUc  School  Latin  Primer. 

0. — ^ICODBBV  HIBTOBY. 

Freeman's  Outlines  of  Histoiy. 
Collier's  British  History. 
Collier's  Great  Events. 
Creight(m's  Epochs. 

10. — ^AHOONT  mSTOBT. 

Primers  of  Greece  and  Borne. 

llw— mSTOBT  OF  CANADA. 

MUes's  Child's  History  of  Canada. 
Miles's  School  History  of^Canada. 
Jeifer's  History  of  Canada. 

12. — ^ALQIBEA. 

Colenso's  Algebra. 
Todhnnter's  Algebra. 
Hamblin  Smith's  Algebra. 


Latin  Authors. 

16. 

Smith's  Series  of  Greek  Books. 
Bryce's  First  Greek  Reader. 
Bryce's  Second  Greek  Reader. 
Greek  Authors. 

17. — UTGUSH   LITIBATUU. 

Broke's  Primer. 
Trench's  Study  of  Words. 
Trench's  English  Past  and  Present 
Hales's  Longer  English  Poems. 
English  Classics. 

18. — FBBMCH. 

Duval's  Juvenile  Course. 
Duval's  Elementary  Grammar. 


<*)  Authoiiaed  26th  Sept,  1883. 
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LIST  of  Text-books  authorized  by  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction,  correct  to  Ist  May,  1884. 


Dayal'i  LectuieB  Choiaies. 

Darey's  Dominion  Phrase  Book. 

Darey^s  Lecturea  Fran^aises. 

<1)  Darey's  Principes  de  Oramioaire  Fran^se. 

Fasquelle's  Introductory  Coarse. 

Pasquelle's  adyanced  Coarse. 

19.-^B0IKlfC|. 

Cutter's  First  Book  of  Physiology. 

Gray's  How  Plants  Qrow. 

Gray's  First  Lesson  in  Botany. 

Science  Primers  of  Chemistry,  Physics,  Geology,etc. 

Dawson's  Lessons  on  Scientific  Agriculture. 

Dawson's  Handbook  of  Zoology. 

Bnckton's  Health  in  the  House  (Miller's  Edition). 

20. — BooK-KsKPiifo. 
Johnson's  Book-Eeeping. 


(1)  Authorized  6th  Dec.,  1883. 


Payson,  Dunton  and  Scribners'  Book-Keeping. 
Beattie  and  Clare's  Book-Keeping. 

21  — siMonro. 
Canadian  Three  Part  Songs. 

22. — MAPS. 

Nelson's  Series. 
Johnson's  Series. 

23.-»0RAWIN0. 

Walter  Smith's  Freehand  Drawing. 

24. — ART   OP   TIAOHIKO. 

Morrison's  Art  of  Teaching. 

Carrie's  Art  of  Teaching. 

Abbott's  Teacher. 

(2)  Emberson's  Art  of  Teaching,  (New  Edition). 

(2)  Authorised  6th  Dec.,  1883. 


APPENDIX  No.  V 


FINANCIAL.  REPORTS 


OF  THE 


ROMim  CATHOLIC  AND  PROTESTAKT  SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS 


OF    MONTREAL. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Of  the  Boman  Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Montreal  for 
the  scholastic  year  1882-83. 


Statement  of  general  receipts  and  expenditure  from  1st  July  1882  to  30th 
June  1883  inclusively. 


RECEIPTS. 


Reoeiyed  from  the  City  of  Montreal,  smonnt  of  tax  tor  ]  882. 
Received  from  same,  an  aocoant  of  tax  for  1883 


Less  amount  received  in  advance  and  entered  in  receipts  30th  Jane,  1882 


Received  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  annual  grant  in 

fiftvor  of  Common  Schools 

Received  from  the  some  out  of  Superior  Education  Fund. 

Received  from  the  same  special  grant  in  favor  of  Polytechnic  School  for 

•       1881-82 

Received  from  the  same  balance  of  grant  for  1881*82 

Received  from  the  same  grant  for  1882-83 

Received  pupils  contributions  for  1882-83 

Received     do  do         from  the  Polytechnic  School 

Received  rent  of  houses 

Received  from  the  Grey  Nuns,  loan. 

Received  amount  of  the  sale  of  30  debentures  of  $1,000  each 

Received  profits  on  debentures,  $30,000  at  16  per  cent,  premium 

Received  amount  to  the  credit  of  "  Foundation  Fund  " 

Received  for  books 


$  cts. 


64646  62 
9975  24 


$   cts. 


74621  86 
8386  82 


1000  00 

600  00 

2976  00 


66235  04 

11964  80 
1974  00 


4475  00 

9624  71 

338  60 

613  97 

25000  00 

30000*00 

4600  00 

100  36 

40  20 


$164866  68 


EXPENDITURE. 


Paid  for  maintenance  of  Schools  (see  Schedule  A) 

Paid  purchase  of  books,  instruments  for  physics  and  chemistry,  etc. 
Salaries  of  teachers  and  maintenance  of  Polytechnic  School  (see 
Schedule  C) 

Paid  for  furniture  for  the  various  schools 

Paid  interest  on  notes  and  obligations 

Paid  interest  on  debentures 

Paid  cost  of  administration,  including  expenses  occasioned  for  the  inquest. 

Paid  office  of  Superintendent,  salary  and  other  expenses 

Paid  store  for  books,  kc 

Paid  for  improvements  to  the  buildings  and  to  the  grounds,  repairs,  Ac . . 

Paid  bills  payable 

Paid  sinking  fund  for  debentures 

Paid  temporary  loan  30th  June,  1882 

Cash  in  hand,  30th  June,  1883 


$     cts. 


68903  04 


4810  42 

256  56 

9175  32 

23215  89 

6121  60 

1902  33 

64  10 

2097  72 

30000  00 
8114  38 
2677  76 
8627  96 

$164866  68 
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SCHEDULE  C. 


Statement  of  amounts  paid  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Polytechnic  School. 


Db:— 
Salaries  of  Professors, 


Expenses. . . . 
Maintenance. 


Repairs.. 
H<^ting . 
Printing. 
Taxes . . . 


Stationery 
Insurance. 
Light 


Library 

Ornithological  Collection. 
Furniture 


Instraments  for  Physics. 
Chemical  Laboratory... 


Cr:— 
Keceived  from  government,  special  grant  for  1881-82. 

Received  from  same,  balance  grant  for  1881-82 

Received  from  same,  grant  for  1882-83 

Received  contributions  from  pupils 


Surplus, 


$    cts. 


40  28 
312  00 

193  87 

194  53 
24  25 
16  72 


2 

75 

11 

32 

17 

22 

1000  00  I 

500  00  I 

2975  00  ' 
338  60 


$    Cts. 

3550  00 


813  04 


356  71 

5  00 

15  00 

37  45 

90     *« 


'       4810  42 


4813  60 


3  18 
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SCHEDULE  D. 


Statement  showing  the  number  of  teachers  and  pupils  in  each  school. 


NAMES  OF  SCBOOLS. 


1.  Commercial  School,  Platean 

2.  Montcalm        "         

3.  Cbamplain      "        

4.  Sarsfield  "         

5.  Belmont  « 

6.  Olier  *<         

7.  PlesBiB  "        

8.  St.  Bridget       *<        

9.  St.  Joseph        "         

10.  St.  Ann  "        

11.  40  St.  Jean-Baptiste  Street  School 

12.  Mnllins  "  «     

13.  100,  St.  Catherine        «  «     

14.  313,  Ontario  «  "     

15.  181,  Craig  »*  «     

16.  481,  St.  Joseph  "  «     

17.  102,  McConi  "  "..... 

18.  145, 8t.  Denis  <*  <'     

19.  School  for  the  blind 

20.  7,  St.  Elizabeth  Street  School 

21.  165,  St.  Elisabeth  ^  "    

22.  21,  Montcalm        «  "    

23.  46,  St.  Aatoine      "  ^    

24.  Corner  Cadienx  and  Roy  Streets  School 

25.  312,  Logan  Street  School 

26.  260,  Panet       "  "    

27.  474,  St.  Catherine       "    

28.  199,  Chatham  <*    

29.  624,  St.  Catherine       <*    

30 .  Ni ght  School 


'SB 
•^  S 


12 

7 
8 


1 

13 

10 

6 

7 

13 

15 

15 

10 

10 

4 

4 

10 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

2 

1 

6 

5 

1 

212 


o    . 

B  o 


331 
372 
467 
384 
321 
369 
357 
629 
677 
617 
161 
276 
418 
778 
776 
494 
387 
101 

45 
394 

83 
120 
114 
244 
211 
108 

66 
317 
216 

17 

9836 


SEX. 


Boys. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Girls. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Boys  and  Girls. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Girls. 

Boys  and  Girls. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Toaths. 


19 
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BALANCE  SHEET,  ON  THE  30th  JT3NE,  1883. 


ASSETS. 

$      cts. 

LIABILITIES. 

$      cts. 

1        CtJl 

8627  96 

603230  80 

888  79 

8361  92 

36948  50 

10119  r4 

6966  97 

Debentures •... 

400000  00 
95820  71 

Buildings,  gromidB,  ftc,  ftc. 
Stoie 

Less,  sinking  fiind  and  ao- 
cmed  interest 

Hypothecary  Obligations. . . 

Price  of  foundation 

Bailleurs  de  fonds 

304179  29 

Xntftmmentff 

118700  00 

Fnmitme 

3769  55 

Libraries 

20191  00 

The  Corporation  of  Montreal. 

Surplus •••••• 

128304  U 

575143  98 

575143  98 

I  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  books  of  account  kept  by  the  Soman 
Catholic  School  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Montreal,  and  I  declare  that 
all  the  entries  in  the  preceding  financial  statement  are  taken  from  the  said 
books  which  I  have  checked  over  and  found  correct. 


I  have  also  checked  over  and  carefolly  examined  in  detail  all  the  entries 
for  money  paid,  with  their  vouchers,  and  have  found  the  whole  correct. 


ED.  FOURNDEB, 

Auditor. 


Montreal,  31st  October,  1883. 
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Statement  of  Eevenue  and  Expenditure  of  the  Protestant  Board  of 


BEYBNUE. 


To  Balance  in  hand  as  per  last  year's  statement. 

"  City  School  Tax  for  1 88 2 

<<  Less  amount  advanced  as  per  preceding  statement , 

<<  City  School  Tax,  on  account  for  1883. 

u   Oovemment  Grant,  Common  School  Fond. 

*  «  «       Superior  Education  Fund..... 

«  Ordinary  Fees,  High  School  of  Montreal 

u         u  u     High  School  for  Girls. 

<  u  •(     Preparatory  High  School 


ComioN  School  Fub. 


u  Point  St  Charles  School, 


u  Mill  Street  School 


*<  Boyal  Arthur  School 
«  Ann  Street  School . . , 


»*  Senior  School 


«  Ontario  Stroet  School. 


"   British  and  Canadian  School. 


«  Sherbrooke  Street  School, 


«  Dorchester  Street  School. 


<(  Panet  Street  School  < 


'<  Pension  Fund,  amount  deducted  from  salaries 

«  Victoria  Bifles,  for  rent  of  rooms  in  Old  High  School  4  Months. 

«  Sale  of  Old  High  School  Property,  received  on  account 

«  Murray  Legacy,  accrued  interest • 


%    ds. 


68419  58 
8613  79 


1185  00 
6836  50 
5896  26 
4005  26 


1146  25 

218  00 

1932  50 

1657  50 

1766  00 

416  50 

1475  25 

2374  50 

666  50 

1164  50 


$  CtB. 


1232  24 


59805  79 

12747  58 

3783  25 


17923  02 


12817  50 
1047  94 

80  00 
10000  00 

19  46 

$119456  80 
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School  Commissioners,  Montreal  from  Ist  July  1882  to  30  June  1888. 


EXPENDITURE. 


By  Maintenance  of  Schools  for  1882-83|  as  per  abstract  annexed, 

«  Prize  Books  and  Medals 

<<  Miscellaneous  charges > 

"  Printing 

"  Adyertizing 

"  Law  charges 

"  Interest  on  $300,000  (^  6  per  cent 

"  Sinking  Fnnd,  for  redemption  of  Bonds 

<'  Interest  on  Land  and  Mortgage  and  over  drafta  at  Bank .... 

."  School  Examiners. 


"  Pension  Fund,  amount  deducted  from  Gmnts. 

"   Molson's  Bank,  refunded  on  $17,648.69 

"  BiUPayable 


ExpBMSBS  or  Admikibtration. 


"    Secretary  Superintendent's  Salary. 

i«  Accountant's  Salary 

<•  Office  Expense. 


ExpiNDiTuiu  ON  Laud. 


*(  Land  on  Dorchester  and  Uniyersity  Street. 
»  Land  on  Point  St.  Charles 


«  Cash  on  hand, 


%    cts. 


62794  29 
451  76 


534  89 

310  99 

125  40 

11  00 


2000  00 

1200  00 

249  67 


6000  00 
438  48 


%    cts. 


63246  05 


982  28 

18000  00 

6849  48 

2092  82 

300  00 

361  15 

12981  54 

4249  12 


3449  67 


6438  48 
506  21 


$119456  80 


Audited  and  found  correct, 


MACINTOSH  &  HYDE,  Accountants. 
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GENERAL  COMPARATIVE  STATE- 
Based  on  the  Annual  Statistical  Reports  of  the  School 


Number  of 


1867-68 


1868-69 


1869-70 


1870-71 


1771-72 


1872-73 


Primaiy  Schools. 

Model  Schools. 

Academies 

Colleges 

Special  Schools 

Nonnal  Schools 

Uniyersities 

Totals 

Pupils  of  Primary  Schools 

**  Model        ««        

*<  Academies 

<<  Colleges 

«  Special  Schools. 

«  Normal     «        

"  Universities 

Totals 

Laj  Male  Teachers 

Male  Teachers  in  religions  orders. 

Laj  Female  Teachers 

Female  Teachers  in  religious  orders 

Totals 

Municipalities. 

School  houses 

Books  distributed  by  the  Superintendent  and 
the  School  Inspectors 


3365 

318 

190 

36 

2 

3 


3907 


156820 


26010 

6189 

278 

256 

684 


512837 


608 

311 

2969 

648 


4536 


749 
2969 

9619 


3304 

363 

195 

36 

2 

3 

3 


3531 

254 

191 

35 

2 

3 

3 


3492 
322 

194 
35 

4 
3 
3 


3561 
332 

197 
35 

4 
3 
3 


3906 


4019 


4053 


4135 


153182 


22700   26306 


27530 

6378 

235 

257 


583 


167374 


20338 


21301 


5948 


509 


266 
781 


163550   164624 


214471 


216517 


631 

465 

3139 

757 


641 

474 

3230 

775 


4992 


5120 


758 


3002 


9953 


791 


3146 


10253 


27214 


23766 


5954 


622 


240 


751 


222097 


688 

424 

3172 

683 


4967 


801 


3238 


11071 


26941 


24294 


5993 


487 
253 


660 


223252 


692 
422 

3324 
740 


5178 


819 
3279 


11476 


3630 
343 

212 

3T 

6 

3 

3 


4234 


155916 

28568 

32488 

7113 

741 

246 

758 


225850 


696 

498 

3507 

956 


565: 


852 


3381 


13233 
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MENT  OF  EDUCATIONAL  PROGKESS 

Inspectors. — ^Population  of  the  Province  in  1881 — 1,859,02*7. 


1873-74 

1874-75 

1875-76 

1876-77 

1877-78 

1878-79 

1879-80 

1880-81 

1881-82 

1882-83 

3766 

3953 

2954 

3960 

4096 

4159 

4118 

4156  ' 

4233 

4404 

273 

261 

267 

272 

260 

266 

268 

281 

282 

333 

265 

265 

266 

294 

282 

303 

303 

302 

290 

246 

41 

43 

46 

42 

40 

40 

42 

36 

35 

31 

16 

16 

22 

17 

17 

17 

17 

19 

20 

18 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4367 

4544 

4561 

4591 

4701 

4791 

4754 

4800 

4866 

5039 

161695 

171548 

175335 

160687 

167031 

167964 

162150 

162968 

167308 

170858 

26138 

25262 

27274 

26003 

20429 

21252 

21685 

21984 

22267 

26378 

31825 

34870 

33016 

37459 

38852 

41955 

41899 

42983 

39655 

38278 

7552 

8773 

9480 

8307 

7874 

8310 

8650 

7253 

7146 

6879 

1411 

1411 

1683 

1619 

1866 

1768 

1543 

1539 

1351 

1262 

275 

261 

265 

309 

642 

327 

321 

386 

323 

330 

6ia 

610 

657 

680 

731 

807 

1013 

1013 

1075 

1240 

229506 

242735 

247700 

235064 

237425 

242383 

237261 

238126 

239125 

245225 

646 

521 

652 

590 

626 

578 

577 

508 

487 

497 

478 

517 

550 

558 

593 

614 

628 

598 

627 

602 

3866 

3810 

3874 

3780 

3931 

3971 

3997 

4062 

4289 

4448 

840 

935 

1005 

996 

1028 

1120 

1153 

1105 

1226 

1324 

5830 

5783 

6081 

5924 

6178 

6283 

6355 

6273 

6629 

6871 

868 

889 

906 

949 

967 

970 

988 

1010 

1051 

1071 

3482 

3552 

3659 

3826 

3945 

3948 

4013 

4039 

4440 

4864 

13502 

14965 

14937 

16262 

18577 

15554 

18389 

20393 

20884 
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COMPAEATIVE  TABLE  OF  GENERAL 


Qenenl  GontzibiitioDB 


1867.^ 


186S-69 


1879-70 


1870-71 


1871-72 .  18T2-T3 


Fud  by  the  rate-payers : 

Annual  and  Special  Assessments. 

Assessments  for  Constmction  of  Bnildings 

Monthly  Oontribotions 

Annnal  Expenses  of  Institations  of  Supe- 
rior Education. 


Totals. 


Paid  by  the  OoTsmment : 


Superior  Education. 
Common  Schools.. 


Schools  In  poor  municipalities. 
Nomud  Schools 


Schools  for  deaf-mutes. 


Books  for  prises 

Supenuinuated  teachers. , 

School  Inspection 

Oooncil  of  Public  Instruction. 


Revenue  from  marriage  licenses  paid  to 
Ptotestant  Schools 


Journals  of  Public  Instruction.. 


Totals. 


I 


291969 

47986 

462868 

520326 


324837 


97446 


472573 


576356 


357154 
90441 


529193 


505233 


370794 
46320 


5S5981 


515127 


403923 


40595 


40645: 


497U 


640659     715661 


550520  >  69«^S46 

I 


1313149 


1471212 


1482021 


1468222 


1635697  ll8e2:W 


67972 

116000 

4000 

40627 


70691 


116000 


4000 
43562 


74473 


123360 


7728 


38400 


74088 

124339 

7735 

43590 


79982 


125000     145<v 


r84:o 


8000 


41824 


8000 


44625 


3000 

2600 

19510 


2400 

5054 

14725 


3000 

4729 

18987 


2500 
4700 


19061 


2500 


4908 
19808 


25''K) 


5100 
23151 


3053 


256762 


2947 


2395 


2400 


2400 


240C' 


269879 


273072 


278413 


284422 


Mm 
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SCHOOL  CONTRIBUTIONS  SINCE  1661. 


1873-74 

1874-76 

1876-76 

1876-77 

1877-78 

1878-79 

1879-80 

1880-81 

1881-82 

1882-83 

467720 

499873 

679810 

602643 

616810 

• 
614511 

603896 

696798 

612879 

639566 

49300 

63742 

60138 

44250 

50247 

68981 

41371 

34904 

41446 

60745 

803113 

858227 

796068 

802442 

889306 

1077248 

1336813 

1366434 

1376384 

1181034 

728868 

727614 

691366 

778349 

694211 

704610 

714988 

688461 

732233 

928394 

2048991 

2149366 

2117372 

2227684 

2249674 

2466260 

2696067 

2685687 

2762942 

28«9739 

78410 

78410 

78410 

78400 

78410 

78410 

78410 

78410 

78410 

78410 

146000 

166000 

166000 

166000 

166000 

166000 

155000 

166000 

156000 

166000 

8000 

8600 

8000 

8000 

8000 

8000 

8000 

4000 

4000 

6000 

42600 

42600 

46000 

46000 

46000 

46000 

42000 

43600 

42000 

46000 

12000 
2600 

12000 
3600 

12000 
6600 

12000 
6600 

12000 
4000 

12000 
4600 

13000 
4600 

13000 

2600 

2600 

9600 

6300 

6000 

6000 

6600 

8000 

8000 

8000 

8000 

8000 

8000 

23820 

26810 

24986 

26600 

30000 

30000 

28626 

28626 

28746 

28746 

•  •••••  •<< 

1800 
5614 

1600 
6694 

1600 
6000 

1600 

4932 

6432 

8200 

6630 

6568 

6426 

6522 

2400 

2400 

2400 

2800 

2800 

4000 

312862 

327662 

343496 

344430 

363268 

364336 

343349 

341229 

341166 

362677 

APPENDIX  No.  VI 


SUPERIOR  EDUCATION 


801 


CATHOUC  SUPEKIOR  EDUCATION.    188^-83. 


Uniyersities. 

Grant  firom 

the  superior 

education 

fund. 

Faculties. 

Number  of 

years  which 

ocmpose  the 

curriculum 

of  studies. 

Number 

of 
professors. 

Number 

of 
scholars. 

TjaTal— -Section  of  Quebec. ........ 

Divinity  . . . 

Law 

Medicine... 

Arts 

Divinity.... 

Law 

Medicine... 

Medicine   k 
Surgery.. 

4 
3 
4 
2 

4 
3 

4 

8 
6 
13 
15 
12 
9 
15 

16 

84 

YO 

59 

83 

Laval-Section  of  Montreal 

$2,000 

183 
74 

46 

School  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  1 
of  Montreal / 

( 

137 

I 

93 

735 

Number  of  pupils  who  have  received  diplomas. 

1883. 

Bachelors. 

Masters  or  licenciates. 

Doctors. 

Universities. 

i 
§ 

o 

O 

8 

1 

< 
O 

Of  Medicine 

• 

o 

t 

s 

O 

• 
V 
G 

1 

a 

O 

• 

5 

• 

o 

5 
o 

i 

o 

Of  Philoso. 
phy. 

1 

o 

• 

1 

O 

• 

5 

Of  Canon 
law. 

• 

V 

5 
S 

Laval 

17 

7 

26 

1 

8 

.... 

4 

7 

2 

3 

1 

8 

17 
43 

1 

1 

o 

School  of  Medicine  > 
and    Surgery    of  > 
Montreal ) 

o 

•  •  •  . 

Catholic  Superior  Education,  1882-83. 


1 

Pupils. 

Number  of  diplomas  granted. 

Normal  Schools. 

GoverDm< 
grant. 

Professors. 

For 
Academies. 

Model 
Schools. 

Elemen- 
tary 
Schools. 

Totals. 

lokYBl — Quebec 

Jacques-Cartier,       ^ 
Montreal / 

$17,400 
14,133 

11 
10 

99 
63 

8 
6 

41 
7 

38 
3 

87 
16 

$31,533 

21 

162 

14 

48 

41 

103 

.     302 


CATHOLIC  SUPERIOB 


Classical  Colleges. 


o 


1 
2 


L'Assomption 
Chicoatimx.  .. 


Joliette , 


L^Tis. 


6 
6 


Montreal,  CoU^  Ste-Marie. 

Quebec,  Seminaiy 

Rimonski 


8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 


Bigaud,  Vandreail. 
Sherbrooke 


Ste-Anne  de  la  Pocati^re. 


8t-Hyacmtbe. 
8t-Laiirent. . . 


Ste-Marie  de  Monnoir, 


8te-Tb6rtee 


Three-Rivers. 


GENERAL  STATEMENT. 


Grant  fioim 

saperior 

education 

fond. 


e<3 

00 
00 


1600 
2000 
800 
14C0 
1800 


2200 

1000 

2000 

2000 

800 

500 

800 

1700 

2000 


20500 


CO 

T 

00 
00 


1500 


2000 


800 


1400 


1800 


2200 


1000 


2000 


2000 


800 


500 


800 


1700 


2000 


20500 


a 

1 

C 

s 


^074(' 


4000 


17500 


14909 


43230 


39381 


8000 


c 

o 

M 


d 
d 


30600 


6000 


19235 


13939 


47245 


30849 


8000 


4500   3000 


33845 


26000 


33000 


11812 


16678 


20600 


304195 


32988 


28000 


28500 


11319 


12641 


20200 


292516 


I 


d 


"I 


$ 

80000 
20000 
52000 
74217 
287000 


50000 


45000 


35000 


80000 


215000 


110000 


31000 


114000 


85000 


1278217 


% 


27 
17 
26 
21 
30 
38 
17 
15 
11 
21 
25 
25 
17 
21 
27 


338 


k  ft. 


■s  s 


0-: 


§•     lis 
flu      2 


275 


255 
380 
346 
408 


f 


117 
142 


390 
157 
201 
310 


3568  ! 

1 


8 


112  .    10 


6 

10 


112       10 


10 
8 


183       10 
180        8 


6 
9 
8 
9 
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EDUCATION  ISSi-SS— Continued, 


PRINCIPAL  BRANCHES  OP  STUDY. 


0 


"Si 

=5 
PUl 


118 

36 

61 

70 

200 

128 

32 

53 

21 

31 

150 

76 

14 

118 

106 


1211 


o 

s 


0 
&4 


1034 


112 

56 

35 

28 

114 

31 

70 

45 

200 

20 

88 

47 

29 

19 

53 

12 

17 

t  ■  •  • 

60 

28 

58 

30 

50 

60 

14 

8 

74 

24 

60 

23 

431 


I 


p 


22 
7 
22 
17 
20 
35 
11 
17 
6 
16 
20 
20 
7 
17 
22 


6 

bo 

a 

i. 

04 


258 


27. 

4 
33 
16 
25 
50 
11 

5 
12 

8 
16 
20 


21 
20 


268 


o 

-a 

to 

a 

1 


p 


27 
12 
33 
16 
25 
26 
10 


13 
14 
12 
10 
21 
11 


230 


00 

B 

Q 

be 


p 
(I4 


27 
12 
33 

6 
25 
26 
10 

5 


13 
H 
12 


21 
11 


215 


9 


£ 


27 
15 
33 
16 
25 
76 
21 
5 


21 
30 
12 
10 
21 
31 


343 


I 

00 

a 


p 

04 


196 

86 
255 
364 

75 
298 

87 
117 

90 
116 
160 
200 
147 
159 
270 


2610 


3 


H 

to 
p^ 

Of 


26 


8 


14 


75 


40 


121 
4 


120 
44 


134 


586 


I 

a 
a 

P*^ 


8 


105 


26 


20 


25 
40 
65 
13 


40 


71 


413 


I 

< 

to 

a 


00  o 

'~^    (1 

O4 


27 


33 


10 
5 


16 


30 


35 


156 


0 

.as 

I3 
p  " 


42 
18 
40 
45 
60 
41 
22 
22 
20 
37 
20 
60 
26 
32 
36 


611 
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CATHOLIC  SUPEEIOR 


Industrial  Qolleges. 


GENSBAL  STATEMENT. 


Giant  from 

superior 

edncation 

fond. 


00 


CO 

00 
00 


a 

d 

> 

1 

a 
a 


•a 
Q 

S. 

M 

1 

a 
c 

< 


3 

o  8 


I 

P4 


Of 
0 


C    **    "• 


Arthabaskaville. 


2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 


Chambly.  . 
L'Islet  .  .u 


Longuenil 

St.  C^sairei  RonTille. . . . 
St.  J£r6me,  Terrebonne.. 

Ste.  Marie,  Beance 

St  Thomas,  Montmagny 
Three-Bivers 


Yarennes. 


West  Famham. 


$ 


200 


550 


180 


220 


250 


225 


100 


500 


500 


200 


$ 


167 


550 


225 


170 


200 


225 
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Boys'  model  schools  and  mixed 
model  schools. 
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GENERAL  STATEMENT. 
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model  schools. 
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Boys'  model  schools  and  mixed 
mode]  schools. 
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Boys'  model  schools  and  mixed 
model  schools. 
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Boys^s  model  schools  and  mixed 
model  schoolB. 
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Boys'  model  schools  and  mixed 
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Boys'  model  schools  and  mixed 
model  schools. 
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CATHOUC  SUPERIOB 


Boys'  model  schools  and  mixed 
model  schools. 
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CATHOLIC  SUPERIOR 


Boys'  model  schools  and  mixed 
model  schools. 
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CATHOLIC  SUPERIOR 


Boys'  model  schools  and  mixed 
model  schools. 
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EDUCATION  US3-S3— Continued, 
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COUNCIL  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


CATHOLIC  COMMITTEE. 


Session  of  February  2,  1883. 

Present  : — ^The  Superintendent,  Chairman  ;  His  Grace  the  Archbishop 
of  Quebec  ;  Their  Lordships  the  Bishops  of  Three  Eivers,  Eimouski,  Mon- 
treal, St.  Hyacinthe,  Ottawa,  Sherbrooke ;  Mgr.  Lorain,  the  Apostolic  Vicar 
for  Pontiac ;  G-rand  Vicar  Doucet,  representing  the  Bishop  of  Chicoutimi ; 
the  Honorable  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau,  Honorable  Judge 
Jette,  P.  S.  Murphy,  Esquire. 

A  Telegram  from  Dr.  Painchaud  was  read  apolizing  for  non-attendance 
on  account  of  sickness. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Superintendent  read  the  following  letter  from  the  Honorable 
Treasurer  of  the  Province,  dated  the  18th  of  January  last. 

Quebec,  18th  January,  1883. 

Honorable  Gedeon  Ouimet, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction^ 

Quebec, 

Sir, 

The  Q-ovemment  is  of  opinion  that  the  Act  passed  in  1880  establishing 

a  pension  and  benevolent  fund  in  favor  of  officers  of  primary  instruction 

should  be  repealed,  but  before  taking  such  action  they  desired  to  consult 

24 


3Y0 


and  take  the  advice  of  both  Committees  of  the  Council  of  Fablic  Instruc- 
tion. 

On  abolishing  this  fond  the  Gk>yemment  intends  to  rettim  to  the 
officers  of  instruction  all  they  have  paid  and  to  remit  whatever  has  been, 
withheld  out  of  the  grants  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction.  They  also  intend  to  provide  for  granting  i>ensions  to  school 
inspectors  and  professors  in  the  Normal  schools. 

I  forward  you  copies  of  the  Bill  which  I  have  prepared  for  such  pur- 
pose and  I  pray  you  to  convoke  both  committees  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  in  order  to  submit  it  to  them. 

I  would  be  happy  to  meet  the  Council,  in  order  to  give  them  all  the 
informations  or  explanations  which  they  might  desire  and  I  beg  you  to 
inform  me  of  the  date  and  hour  at  which  it  would  be  convenient  for  these 

gentlemen  to  see  me. 

« 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  WlJRTELE, 

Provincial  TVeasurer. 

The  Superintendent  also  read  the  notice  calling  the  meeting  in  accord- 
ance with  such  letter. 

Quebec,  22  January,  1883. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  special  session  of  the  Catholic 
Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  will  be  held  in  the  Council 
room  "  in  the  Departmental  Buildings, "  on  Friday,  the  second  day  of 
February  next  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  consider  : 

1.  Whether  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  43-44  Victoria,  chapter  22,  inti- 
tuled :  "  An  Act  to  establish  a  pension  and  benevolent  fand  in  favor  of  the 
officers  of  primary  instruction,"  should  be  amended  or  repealed ; 

2o.  Any  other  bill  or  matters  which  may  be  submitted  to  the  House 
during  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature  respecting  public  instruction : 


871 


3o.  Secton  2  of  the  Act  86  Victoria,  chapter  15,  respecting  the  amount 
deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction.    This  meeting  is  held  at  the  request  of  the  Gbvernment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Your  Qrace's 

Most  humble  servant, 

GIDEON  OUIMET, 

Superintendent 
Louis  Q-iard, 

Recording  Secretary. 

The  following  Bills  were  read,  to  wit  : 

A  Bill  intituled  :  "  An  Act  to  repeal  the  Act  48-44  Victoria,  chap.  22," 
and  also  a  Bill  intituled :  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  superannuation  or 
pensioning  of  certain  officers  of  justice  and  other  officers,"  these  two  bills 
being  those  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  the  Honorable  Mr.  Wurtele  of  the 
18th  of  January  last. 

The  Honorable  Messrs  Mousseau  and  Wurtele  gave  explanations  res- 
pecting both  these  bills. 

Bead  a  petition  signed  by  J.  0.  Casgrain  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  other  teachers  and  professors  of  Montreal  and  elsewhere  praying  that 
the  Act  43-44  Vict.,  chap.  22  be  not  repealed,  but  on  the  contrary  that 
it  be  amended,  and  referring  to  the  amendments  mentioned  in  the  "  Jour- 
nal of  Public  Instruction." 

To  the  Honorable  the  Cotmcil  of  Public  Instruction^ 

The  humble  petition  of  the  undersigned  respectfully  represents  : 
That  teachers,  by  the  nature  of  their  duties  are  called  upon  to  render 
the  greatest  services^to  society  ; 

That  the  most  enlightened  governments  of  the  world  have  acknow- 
ledged the  importance  of  such  services  by  assuring  to  teachers  a  sufficient 
subsistence  for  their  old  age  ; 


S12 


That  the  Gk>yemmeiit  of  Quebec  has  also  acknowledged  that  teachers 
are  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  public  and  by  a  law  sanctioned  in  1880 
established  a  pension  fund  in  favor  of  those  who  have  spent  the  best  part 
of  their  lives  in  educating  the  young ; 

Therefore  the  undersigned,  teachers  of  the  Province  of  Quebec, 

Humbly  represent : 

That  they  hope  that  your  Council  would  suggest  to  the  Grovemment 
of  this  Province  not  only  to  maintain,  but  to  complete  the  law  on  super- 
annuation by  making  the  amendments  liereinafber  mentioned ; 

Your  petitioners  are  convinced  that  the  Grovernment  which  has  given 
proofs  of  such  generous  intentions  towards  the  officers  of  the  Civil  Service 
will  not  refuse  to  continue  and  even  to  increase  the  grant  to  the  teachers* 
pension  fund. 

U.  E.  Archambault,  Esq.,  Director  of  the  Catholic  Commercial  Academy 
of  Montreal  and  J.  B.  Cloutier,  Esq.,  one  of  the  professors  of  the  Laval 
Normal  School,  were  heard  and  gave  explanations  to  the  Committee  on  the 
petitions  and  the  proposed  amendments. 

After  a  debate,  His  Grrace  the  Archbishop  moved,  seconded  by  Sir  X.  F. 
Belleau  the  following  resolutions : 

lo.  That  the  Catholic  Committee  of  Public  Instruction  as  a  principle 
is  in  favor  of  the  existence  of  a  x>ension  and  benevolent  fund  for  officers 
of  primary  instruction ; 

2o.  That  the  said  Committee  believes  that  the  law  43-44  Victoria,  chap. 
22,  should  be  modified  somewhat,  but  it  is  not  now  prepared  to  propose 
any  changes  on  account  of  the  short  time  allowed  for  such  purpose ; 

3o.  That  a  sub-committee  composed  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
study  the  question  and  report  to  the  meeting  which  shall  be  held  in  May 
next,  with  power  to  adopt  the  necessary  means  of  ascertaining  the  opinion 
of  all  the  officers  of  primary  instructions,  as  determined  by  section  1  of  the 
said  Act ; 
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4o.  That  the  said  Bub-committee  be  composed  of  the  Superintendent, 
the  Bishop  of  Rimouski,  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chauveau  and  of  the  mover  and 
seconder ; 

Adopted. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Hon.  J.  A.  Mousseau  to  the  Superintendent, 
dated  the  23rd  December  last,  respecting  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Committee  on  the  28th  September  last : 

QuBBEC,  28  December,  1882. 

Honorable  Gideon  Ouimet, 

Superintendent  of  Ptiblic  Instruction, 

Quebec. 

My  dear  Sib, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th 
November  last  (No.  1522,  1882),  containing  a  resolution  of  the  Catholic 
Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  which  "  on  account  of  cer- 
tain recent  events,  expressed  the  ardent  desire  that  in  future,  no  bill  upon 
education  be  presented  to  the  Legislature,  without  having  been  previously 
communicated  to  this  Committee  in  order  to  give  it  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  its  opinion." 

As  you  know,  by  asking  the  Parliament  of  Quebec  to  create  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction,  the  Qt)vernment  wished  to  secure  in  the  mem- 
bers who  compose  such  Council,  enlightened  competent  advisers  whose 
wisdom  would  prevent  it  from  committing  any  errors  in  a  matter  so  im- 
portant and  delicate  is  that  of  education. 

I  am  firmly  decided  to  maintain  the  law  and  to  continue  to  profit  by 
the  valuable  suggestions  which  the  members  of  the  Council  will  make  me. 
I  especially  prize  those  coming  from  their  Lordships  the  Bishops.  I  know 
they  will  always  be  the  result  of  their  experience  and  their  labor  as  I  am 
persuaded  they  will  always  be  dictated  by  the  same  zeal  for  the  cause  of 
education  of  which  they  have  hitherto  given  so  many  proofs. 
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It  is  the  wish  of  the  population  of  all  beliefs  in  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
that  religion  should  form  the  basis  of  all  education  and  so  long  as  I  shall 
fill  the  office  which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  occupy  I  shall  be  opposed 
to  all  legislation  tending  to  endanger  our  religious  instruction. 

There  is  however  nothing  to  be  feared  on  that  account,  but  I  say  this 

in  order  to  acquaint,  once  for  all,  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Public 

Instruction,  that  when  it  shall  be  necessary  to  legislate  on  this  subject,  I 

shall  always  be  very  happy  to  receive  their  wise  suggestions  and  draw 

therefrom  all  possible  profit  in  a  matter  where  religion  plays  the  principal 

part. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  MOUSSEAU. 
Then  the  Bishop  of  Montreal  moved 

That  the  Superintendent  be  directed  to  thank  the  Government  for  the 
kindness  with  which  it  has  acceded  to  the  wish  of  the  Committee,  and 
especially  for  the  resolution  which  it  expresses  of  making  religion  the  basis 
of  our  system  of  education. 

Adopted. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Hon.  Louis  Beaubien,  dated  the  23rd  January 
last,  to  the  Superintendent,  forwarding  him  a  Bill  amending  the  Act  32 
Vict.,  chap.  16,  which  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Superintendent  informed  the  Committee  that  in  a  Bill  having  for 
its  object  the  incorporation  of  the  village  of  St.  Sauveur  of  Quebec,  into  a 
town,  the  mode  of  imposing  school  rates  in  the  said  school  was  provided  for : 
also  a  Bill  to  amend  the  laws  on  public  instruction  in  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  town  of  Richmond ;  also  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act  incorporating  the 
City  of  Hull,  and  in  which  the  School  Commissioners  of  the  said  City  pro- 
vide for  the  means  of  collecting  the  rates  and  other  school  matters. 

These  different  Bills  were  adopted. 
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Bead  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  H.  Q-.  Joly  to  the  Superintendent,  dated 
the  1st  of  February  instant : 

Quebec,  Ist  February,  1883. 

Honorable  &ed£on  Ouimet, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Sir, 

During  last  session,  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  passed 
an  Act  (45  Vict.,  chap.  18)  by  which  it  was  among  other  thing  enacted : 
"  That  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  council  may  appoint  by  proclamation  a 
day  to  be  observed  as  "  Arbor  Day  "  for  the  planting  of  forest  trees." 

With  our  neighbors  of  the  United  States  this  day,  known  under 
the  name  of  "  Arbor  Day,"  is  observed  in  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  Michigan 
and  several  other  states  and  millions  of  trees  are  planted  on  every  "  Arbor 
Day."  Their  colleges,  their  seminaries,  and  their  schools  take  the  most 
active  part  in  this  festival  and  you  understand,  I  am  sure,  the  pleasure 
these  children  young  boys  and  young  girls  take  in  planting  these  trees 
and  in  watching  over  and  protecting  them. 

The  precautions  required  in  properly  uprooting  trees,  replanting  them, 
supporting,  watering,  tending  and  cupping  them,  and  in  a  word  giving 
them  the  necessary  attention  to  secure  a  fine  and  rapid  growth,  are  for  the 
children  so  many  lessons  in  order  and  perseverance  which  they  will  profit 
from  all  their  lives.  There  can  be  no  better  method  of  making  them  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  details. 

They  at  the  same  time  learn  to  like  the  trees  and  when  once  they 
acquire  such  a  feeling,  they  can  never  forget  it. 

In  our  country,  more  than  in  any  other,  the  time  is  come  to  wage  war 
against  the  prejudice  which  we  inherited  from  the  first  settlers  who 
looked  upon  (we  cannot  blame  them  if  we  put  ourselves  in  their  places) 
the  trees  of  the  forest  as  so  many  obstacles  and  enemies. 
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These  times  are  changed ;  the  descendants  of  these  same  settlers  are 
beginning  to  regret  the  pitiless  war  which  their  fathers  waged  against 
the  forest. 

I  beg  of  yon  to  snbmit  this  question  to  the  eminent  men  who  com* 
pose  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  They  know  that  the  best  way  to 
educate  the  people  is  to  commence  by  educating  the  youth.  They  will 
not  refuse  to  grant  their  powerftd  support  to  the  movement  which  is  now 
being  made  to  give  back  to  the  Province  a  portion  of  the  riches  with 
which  Providence  had  so  liberally  endowed  her,  but  of  which  the  hand 
of  man  has  in  great  part  stripped  her. 

I  hope  that  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  will  recommend  all  edu- 
cational institutions  to  grant  a  holiday  on  the  day  appointed  by  His  Honor 
the  Lieutenant-Grovemor,  as  "  Arbor  Day ;  "  this  holiday  to  be  spent  by  the 
children  in  planting  forest  trees  on  the  grounds  belonging  to  such  insti- 
tutions or  upon  any  other  ground  which  shall  be  deemed  suitable. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  JOLY. 

Honorable  Mr.  Chauveau,  seconded  by  Bishop  Langevin,  moved  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved — ^That  this  Council,  desiring  to  further  the  movement  in  favor 
of  arboriculture,  recommends  to  all  the  schools  and  educational  establish* 
ments  receiving  grants  from  the  Grovernment  to  grant  a  holiday  on  the  day 
appointed  by  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Governor  as  "  Arbor  Day,"  this 
holiday  to  be  spent  by  the  pupils  in  planting  forest  trees  on  the  grotuids 
belonging  to  those  schools  or  educational  establishments  or  upon  any 
other  ground  which  shall  be  deemed  suitable,  and  that  this  Council  thanks 
the  Honorable  Mr.  Joly  for  the  recommendation  which  he  has  been  kind 
enough  to  forward  them  on  this  subject. 

Adopted  tmanimously. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Rev.  A.  L.  F.  B^langer,  Priest,  director  of 
the  Institute  ^  Deaf-mutes  at  St.  Louis  of  Mile-End,  praying  for  a  recom- 
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mendation  from  the  Committee  to  the  Qovemment  to  obtain  the  means  to 
build  a  more  spacious  building  at  Terrebonne  or  elsewhere. 

Moved  by  the  Archbishop  : 

That  this  Committee,  acknowledging  the  importance  of  educating  deaf- 
mutes,  prays  the  Government  to  favor  such  education  by  assuring,  by  a 
special  act,  for  tw^elve  years,  a  grant,  which  would  place  those  institutions 
in  a  position  to  borrow  a  sum  which  will  permit  them  to  construct  the 
necessary  buildings. 

Carried. 

Sir  N.  F.  Belleau  moved  : 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Government  to  use  the  amount  of 
$9,886.44,  now  at  the  credit  of  this  Committee,  to  pay  certain  sums  due  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  on  the  condition  that  the  Govern* 
ment  return  this  amount  when  requested  to  do  so  by  this  Committee. 

Carried  unanimously. 

The  Committee  decided  that  their  next  regular  meeting  take  place  on 
the  22nd  May  next. 

And  the  Committee  adjourned. 

LOUIS  GIAED, 

Recording  Secretary. 


Session  of  the  22nd  May,  1883. 

Present  : — ^The  Superintendent,  Chairman ;  His  Grace  the  Archbishop,. 
Their  Lordships  the  Bishops  of  Montreal,  St.  Hyacinthe,  Ottawa,  Rimouski, 
Sherbrooke,  Chicoutimi,  Mgr.  Lorain,  Vicar  Apostolic  of  PontiaQ,  Grand 
Vicar  C.  Caron,  representing  the  Bishop  of  Three  Rivers  ;  the  Hon.  Sir  N. 
F.  Belleau,  Hon.  Judge  Jette ;  Dr.  F.  Painchaud,  and  P.  S.  Murphy, 
Esquire. 
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Grand  Vicax  Caron  presented  a  letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Three  Sirers, 
apx)ointing  him  administrator  of  the  diocese  in  his  absence. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  corrected  and  approved. 
A  complaint  made  by  a  certain  number  of  notaries  against  inspector 
P.  J.  Ruel  was  read. 

After  the  Committee  had  examined  the  said  complaint,  Judge  Jette 
moved  that  the  portion  of  the  said  complaint  which  relates  the  practice  of 
the  notarial  profession  by  the  said  inspector  not  coming  under  the  juris- 
diction of  this  Committee,  this  latter  decides  to  leave  it  completely  aside ; 
but  that  as  to  the  portion  respecting  the  inspector's  not  residing  in  the 
district  of  inspection  which  is  assigned  to  him,  a  copy  be  forwarded  to  him, 
before  this  Committee  takes  any  action  in  the  matter. 

A  petition  signed  by  94  teachers  was  read,  expressing  the  desire  that 
the  candidates  who  present  themselves  to  be  examined  to  obtain  a  certi- 
ficate of  competency  as  school  inspectors  be  examined  only  on  composition, 
translation,  pedagogy,  school  laws,  the  building  of  school  houses  and  sta- 
tistics, required  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  consideration  of  the  said  petition  was  adjourned  to  the  next 
meeting. 

The  sub-committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  to  procure  infor- 
mation respecting  the  creation  of  a  pension  fund  for  teachers,  made  the 
following  report : 

19th  May,  1883. 

Meeting  of  the  sub-committee  appointed  to  procure  information  respecting 
the  teachers'  pension  fund  created  by  the  48-44  Vict.,  chap.  22. 

Present  : — His  G-race  the  Archbishop,  the  Bishop  of  Rimouski,  Sir 
N.  F.  Belleau,  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau  and  the  Superintendent. 

His  Grace  the  Archbishop  was  elected  Chairman. 

The  Superintendent  gives  communication  of  a  circular  and  a  schedule 
which   he  forwarded  to  the  inspectors,  recommending  them  to  ask  the 
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teachers  male  and  female  of  their  district,   if  they  were  or  were  not  in 
favor  of  a  pension  fund  and  to  report. 

Twenty-two  inspectors  have  reported.  Some  of  those  reports  are  only 
partial  reports.  The  number  of  reports  forwarded  to  this  day  is  1487.  Of 
this  number  12*78  (169  male  teachers  and  1119  female  teachers)  are  in  favor 
and  209  are  opposed,  of  which  ^  are  male  teachers  and  202  female  teachers. 

Your  committee  will  make  a  second  report  later  on,  when  it  will  have 
received  the  reports  of  those  inspectors  who  have  not  forwarded  any  and 
when  such  reports  as  are  still  incomplete  shall  have  been  completed. 

:(  E.  A.,  Arch,  of  Quebec. 

This  report  was  adopted,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Painchaud. 

The  petition  of  the  School  Commissioners  of  the  town  of  St.  John's, 
Iberville,  praying  for  such  aid  as  will  permit  them  to  meet  certain  expenses 
they  have  incurred  for  the  construction  of  a  building  to  be  used  as  a  lodg- 
ing for  nine  of  the  Christian  Brothers  who  direct  their  academy  and  for 
repairs  to  the  house  where  the  academy  is  kept,  was  read  and  referred  to 
the  next  meeting. 

On  motion  of  the  Bishop  of  Montreal,  the  committee  recommends  that 
Joseph  Napoleon  Miller  be  appointed  school  inspector  in  place  of  A.  D. 
Dorval,  Esq.,  deceased,  for  the  same  district  and  with  the  same  salary. 

Petitions  of  Messrs.  D.  B6gin,  P.  J.  Ruel  and  Ed.  Savard,  school  inspec- 
tors, praying  for  an  increase  of  salary. 

On  motion  of  the  Archbishop,  it  was  resolved  to  recommend  these 
petitions  to  the  Government. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  ex-school  inspector  Tanguay. 

The  Bishop  of  Eimouski  moved,  seconded  by  Dr.  Painchaud,  that  seeing 
the  great  importance  of  school  inspection,  a  sub-committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  this  question  and  to  report  to  this  committee ;  that  the  Super- 
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intendent  be  requested  to  place  before  the  said  sub-committee  all  desirable 
information  respecting  the  extent  of  the  inspection  districts,  the  difficul- 
ties of  communication  in  each  of  them  and  the  manner  in  which  each 
inspector  performs  his  duties  and  that  this  sub-committee  be  composed 
of  His  Grace  the  Archbishop,  the  Superintendent,  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  of  J.  G. 
Bosse,  Esq.,  the  mover  and  the  seonder,  and  that  three  be  a  quorum. 

A  bill  to  amend  32  Victoria,  chap.  16,  sect.  12,  introduced  by  J.  Fre- 
geau,  Esq.,  M.P.P.,  praying  that  the  words  "  at  any  time  "  be  struck  out 
and  replaced  by  the  following  words :  "  with  the  consent  of  the  majority  of 
the  dissentients,"  was  not  approved  of,  the  committee  believing  that  it 
would  in  fact  abolish  an  important  privilege  that  the  existing  of  law  grants 
to  dissentients. 

The  Committee  recommends  the  following  appointments  of  members 
for  the  various  Boards  of  Examiners,  to  wit : 

Bedford  Board. 

John  Francis  Leonard,  Esquire,  in  the  place  of  Moise  Lefebvre,  Esquire, 
resigned. 

Beauce  Board. 

Charles  Lindsay,  Esq.,  in  the  place  of  Achille  Fortier,  Esq.,  resigned- 

Atlmer  Board. 

Eraste  d'Odet  D'Orsonnens,  Esq.,  and  Charles  B.  Rouleau,  Esq.,  in 
place  of  John  Delisle,  Esq.,  and  of  Alexandre  Bourgeau,  Esq.,  deceased. 

Sir  N.  F.  Belleau  moved  : 

That  the  Committee  regrets  infinitely  to  read  in  L'Etendard,  No.  J^9. 
published  on  last  Saturday,  a  serious  accusation  made  by  P.  S.  Murphy, 
who  "  would  have  tried  last  autumn  to  estrange  the  Directors  of  the  Chris- 
tian Brothers  from  the  Brother  Provincial  of  the  said  schools  who  he  repre- 
sented as  having  been  blamed  by  a  Bishop  of  the  Province  at  a  meeting  ot 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  ;  "  that  this  accusation  is  an  insult  and  a 
departure  from,  and  a  breach  of  the  usages   and  understanding  admitted, 
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and  tacitly  agreed  to  in  all  communications  either  confidential  or  coUect- 

iye  by  and  between  the  members  of  this  committee,  they  being  always 

supposed  to  be  secret,  unless  an  understanding  to  the  contrary  should 

exist. 

• 
The  Honorable  Judge  Jettfe,  seconded  by  Dr.  Fainchaud,  moved  in 

amendment : 

That  Mr.  Murphy  having  declared  to  the  Committee  that  he  had  never 
said  that  a  Bishop  of  the  Province  had  blamed  the  Brother  Provincial  of 
the  Christian  Brothers,  as  related  by  Brother  Arnold  in  a  letter  published 
in  the  newspaper  LEtendardy  and  that  the  remarks  thus  related  were  never 
uttered  at  any  session  of  the  Committee,  they  accept  the  said  declaration 
and  refuse  to  further  consider  such  pretended  revelations  of  private  con- 
versations. 

This  amendment  was  carried  unanimously. 


Session  of  the  25th  September,  1883. 

Present  : — The  Superintendent,  chairman  ;  His  Grace  the  Archbishop 
of  Quebec ;  Their  Lordships  the  Bishops  of  Montreal,  St.  Hyacinthe,  Ri- 
mouski,  Sherbrooke,  Chicoutimi,  Ottawa,  Grand  Vicar  Caron,  representing 
the  Bishop  of  Three  Rivers  ;  the  Honorable  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau,  Hon.  P.  J.  0. 
Chauveau,  and  Messrs.  P.  S.  Murphy  and  Dr.  Painchaud. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

Read : — Letters  of  excuse  from  Mgr.  Lorrain,  Hon.  Judge  Jette,  Hon. 
Mr.  Ryan  and  P.  B.  Benoit,  Esquire,  for  not  being  able  to  attend  the  pre- 
sent sitting  of  the  Committee. 

Read  : — Order  in  council  apjwinting  P.  B.  Benoit,  Esquire,  M.P.,  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

Read : — Petition  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute,  Montreal,  praying 
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the  Catholic  Committee  to  recommend  the  increase  of  their  grant  to  the 
Grovernment. 

In  reference  thereto,  Reverend  Mr.  Tr6panier,  chaplain  of  the  institu- 
tion, gave  some  explanations  to  the  members  of  the  Council. 

Carried. 

After  the  reading  of  a  letter  from  Inspector  Buel  relative  to  his  non- 
residence  in  his  inspection  division,  Hon.  P.  J.  0.  Chauveau  moved : 

''That  the  Superintendent  be  authorized  to  inform  Inspector  RueL 
from  the  Catholic  Committee,  that  he  must  fix  his  residence  within  the 
limits  of  his  inspection  division  from  this  date  up  to  the  1st  September, 

1884." 

Carried- 

His  Lordship  the  Bishop  of  Chicoutimi  moved  that  Fran9ois-Xavier 
Gt)sselin,  Esquire,  Advocate,  of  Chicoutimi,  be  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners  for  Chicoutimi,  in  room  of  Francis  O'Brien,  Esquire, 
absent. 

Carried. 

His  Lordship^the  Bishop  of  St.  Hyacinthe  moved  that  the  Rev.  Arthur 
St-Louis,  Priest,  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Board  of  Examiners 
for  the  District  of  Bedford,  in  the  room  of  the  Reverend  Alphonse  Phaneuf, 
deceased. 

Carried. 

His  Lordship  the  Bishop  of  Rimouski  moved  that  Leonidas  Dionne, 
Esquire,  Advocate,  be  appointed  a|  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  for 
Rimouski,  in  the  room  of  [Mr.  Foumier,  deceased,  and  that  Mr.  Henry  Clap- 
perton  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Board  of  Examiners  for 
Bonaventure,  in  the  loom  of  Pierre  Chauveau,  Esquire,  absent. 

His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec  moved  that  the  amendment  to 
the  school  laws,  as  follows,  submitted  by  Inspector  Ruel  to  the  Catholic 
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Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  be  as  follows,  and  recom- 
mended to  the  Grovemment  in  the  event  of  their  being  a  question  of 
amendments  to  the  school  law  during  the  next  session  of  Parliament. 

Section  12  of  the  Act  32  Victoria,  chapter  16,  respecting  education  in 
this  province  is  repealed  and  replaced  by  the  following  : 

"  Whenever  two  thirds  of  the  inliabitants  of  the  religious  minority, 
declare  themselves  dissentient,  each  ratepayer  of  the  minority  shall  be 
obliged  to  pay  the  taxes  and  monthly  rates  to  the  trustees  of  the  said  reli* 
gious  minority,  provided  that  his  property  is  not  more  than  three  miles 
distant  from  the  school  house  established  or  to  be  established  in  the  school 
district. 

The  miles  are  to  be  measured  along  the  by-roads  or  public  roads,  and 
the  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  who  have  declared  themselves  dissentient^ 
shall  collectively  give  notice  of  such  dissent  in  accordance  with  section  55 
of  chapter  15  of  the  Consolidated  Statutes  for  Lower  Canada,  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  School  Commissioners  ;  and  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
Trustees  then  elected  shall  afterwards  give  to  the  chairman  of  the  School 
Commissioners,  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  who  are  to  belong  to  the  dis- 
sentients and  of  all  the  lands  affected  by  the  preceding  clause. 

Nevertheless  any  ratepayer  belonging  to  the  religious  minority  and 
residing  outside  of  three  miles  from  the  school  house  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
join  the  dissentients  or  not." 

Carrried. 

The  sub-committee,  instructed  to  examine  the  law  respecting  pensions 
granted  to  teachers,  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  : 

The  sub-committee,  instructed  to  report  on  the  Act  43-44  Vict.,  chap.  22, 
respecting  the  pension  and  benevolent  fund  in  favor  of  officers  of  primary 
instruction,  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  : 

At  the  present  time  the  number  of  male  and  female  teachers  being 
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3,444  and  the  number  of  answers  received  being  2,061,  it  follows  that  there 
are  still  1,383  whose  opinion  is  not  known. 

Oat  of  the  2,061  who  have  answered  there  are  250  male  teachers  in 
favor  of  the  measure  and  1,447  female  teachers  also  in  its  &vor — ^total 
1,69*7. 

The  votes  against  it  are  divided  as  follows  :  14  male  teachers  and  340 
female  teachers — ^total  against  354. 

There  is  no  report  from  the  Magdalen  Islands,  nor  from  the  inspection 
district  of  the  late  Mr.  Dorval  who  was  replaced  only  very  lately. 

The  inspectors  have  reported  only  those  teachers  that  they  have  visited 
since  receiving  the  order  to  find  out  the  opinion  of  the  teachers  of  their 
districts. 

Your  sub-committee,  considering  that  the  proportion  of  those  not  con* 
suited  is  a  third  of  the  total  number  and  that  it  is  important  that  the  opinion 
of  the  interested  parties  be  known  as  far  as  it  is  possible,  recommend  that 
no  action  be  taken  for  the  present,  and  if  it  is  possible  to  obtain  more  nu- 
merous and  morally  complete  answers  before  next  session,  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  Catholic  Committee  be  called. 

The  whole  humbly  submitted. 

t  E.  A.,  Abchbishop  of  Quebec, 

Chairman  of  the  sulMxnnmitiee. 

Carried  on  motion  of  the  Bishop  of  Sherbrooke. 

The  petition  of  teachers  desiring  that  certain  changes  be  made  to  the 
laws  respecting  the  examination  of  candidates  to  the  office  of  School  Inspec- 
tors in  favor  of  those  who  have  obtained  diplomas  having  been  considered, 
the  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau  moved  : 

That  it  be  decided  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  grant  the  request  made 
by  certain  teachers  respecting  the  examination  of  candidates  to  the  office 
of  School  Insi)ector. 

Carried. 


385 


Sir  N.  F.  Belleau  moved : 


That  the  question  of  the  books  given  as  prizes  at  the  Quebec  Normal 
School  having  been  debated  and  the  explanations  of  the  Superintendent 
found  satisfactory,  the  Council  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 


Carried. 


The  Committee  proceeded  to  examine  the  list  prepared  by  the  Super- 
intendent respecting  the  distribution  of  the  Superior  Education  Fund. 


Session  of  the  26th. 

Present  : — The  same. 

The  Committee  continued  the  examination  of  the  list  respecting  the 
distribution  of  the  fund  for  Superior  Education. 

The  Bishop  of  Rimouski  inquired  whether  it  was  true  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  had  sent  a  circular  to  the  School  Inspectors 
recommending  measures  contrary  to  a  resolution  of  the  Catholic  Com- 
mittee of  this  Council  respecting  the  choice  of  a  single  book  for  each  subject 
taught  in  the  schools. 

The  Superintendent  answered  that  the  circular  sent  was  sent  only  to 
Commissioners  and  Trustees  of  schools  and  to  Protestant  inspectors  in  the 
English  language. 

The  Bishop  of  Montreal  moved  : 

That  the  Catholic  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction, 
having  examined  a  petition  presented  by  the  Lady  directresses  of  the 
Institute  of  deaf-mutes  for  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

Considering : 

lo.  That  these   nuns    have    incurred  for   several  years  considerable 
25 
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expense  for  the  buildings,  for  the  staff  employed  in  teaching,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  large  number  of  poor  scholars,  etc. 

2o.  That  they  have  made  their  establishment  a  provincial  one  destined 
to  instruct  all  the  deaf-mutes  of  the  province  ; 

3o.  That  to  attain  their  end  in  a  more  efficient  manner,  they  have 
begun  new  buildings,  the  cost  of  which  will  not  be  less  than  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars ; 

4o.  That  they  already  possess  an  establishment  which  has  cost  more 
than  sixty-six  thousand  dollars,  but  that  this  house  is  not  large  enough  for 
their  work; 

5o.  That  their  resources  will  not  allow  them  to  bear  all  those  expenses, 
which  in  other  countries  and  esi>ecially  amongst  our  neighbours,  generally 
devolve  upon  the  state ;  • 

Therefore : 

The  Catholic  Committee  of  Public  Instruction  earnestly  prays  the 
Provincial  Grovernment  to  receive  favorably  the  petition  which  the  said 
Lady  directresses  of  the  Institute  for  deaf-mutes  will  present  them  to  obtain 
an  additional  special  grant,  without  prejudice  to  the  Superior  Education 
Fund. 

Carried. 

At  the  request  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Lagac6,  Principal  of  Laval  Nonnal 
School,  the  Committee  recommends  the  api>ointment  of  Mr.  David  Freve, 
as  professor  of  sciences,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Cloutier  and  with  the  same 
salary. 

At  5  o'clock  the  Committee  adjourn  until  to-morrow. 
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Session  of  the  2tTH. 

Present  : — The  same,  with  the  exception  of  Grand  Vicar  Caron  and 
the  Honorable  Sir  N.  F.  Belleau. 

The  sub-committee  instructed  to  study  the  working  of  the  inspection 
of  schools  made  the  following  report : 

The  sub-committee,  appointed  to  study  the  working  of  the  inspection 
of  schools,  have  the  honor  to  report  progress,  and  will  deem  it  their  duty 
to  prepare  as  soon  as  possible  suggestions  on  this  important  matter  which 
has  been  referred  to  it. 

t  Jean.  Bishop  of  St.  Gr.  of  Bimouski, 

Chairman  of  the  sub-commiilee. 

Carried  on  motion  of  the  Hon.  P.  J.  0.  Chauveau. 

The  petition  for  a  grant  of  six  hundred  dollars  ($600.00)  in  favor  of 
the  English  Commercial  Academy  of  Quebec,  sent  by  Brother  Allphraates 
was  considered  and  was  not  granted. 

The  sub-committee  concluded  the  examination  of  the  lists  prepared  by 
the  Superintendent  respecting  the  distribution  of  the  fund  set  aside  for 
Superior  Education  and  for  poor  municipalities,  which  after  some  changes 
were  recommended  for  the  approval  of  the  Grovernment. 

A  true  copy, 

LOUIS  aiARD, 

Recording  secretary. 
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The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that  nothing 
had  been  done  in  regard  to  the  neutral  panel. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that  the 
Kevd.  Isaac  Brock,  and  Henry  D.  Lawrence,  Esq.,  both  of  Sherbrooke,  had 
been  appointed  members  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Sherbrooke,  as  recom- 
mended at  last  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  had  before  them  a  reference  from  the  Board  of  Exam- 
iners, Montreal,  in  regard  to  the  granting  of  Diplomas  to  certain  parties,  and 
agreed  to  the  recommendations  of  said  Board  of  Examiners,  Montreal. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Revd.  Thomas  Blaylock,  President  Protes- 
tant Board  of  Examiners,  county  of  Bonaventure,  recommending,  (1)  That 
the  Eevd.  F.  W.  Gkorge,  of  New  Carlisle,  be  appointed  a  member  of  said 
Protestant  Board  of  Examiners,  county  of  Bonaventure,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
J.  Legrand  resigned ;  (2)  That  the  Examinations  for  Teachers'  Diplomas  be 
held  in  June  and  December  instead  of  May  and  November,  as  in  the 
latter  months  the  roads  in  the  G-aspe  coast  are  almost  impassable. 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  was  requested  to  recommend  the  Govern- 
ment to  appoint  the  aforesaid  Revd.  F.  W.  G-eorge,  of  New  Carlisle,  a  mem- 
ber of  said  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners,  county  of  Bonaventure. 

In  regard  to  the  2nd  recommendation  in  Mr.  Blaylock's  letter,  the  Secre- 
tary was  instructed  to  write  to  the  secretaries  of  the  several  Boards  of 
Examiners,  enquiring  whether  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  change  the  pre- 
sent times,  viz  :  May  and  November,  for  the  examination  oi  candidates  for 
Teachers'  Diplomas,  to  June  and  December. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  put  the  Model  Schools  of  Sorel  and  Bury 
on  the  list  for  Inspection  for  next  year. 

Resolutions  from  the  Provincial  Association  of  Protestant  Teachers 
passed  at  their  late  meeting  in  Sherbrooke  in  regard  to :  I.  Time  of  inspec- 
tion of  High  and  Model  Schools.  II.  Central  examining  Board.  III.  In- 
creased means  of  Professional  Training.  IV.  Representation  of  elementary 
education  on  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction, 
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were  received  and  read,  and  the  portions  of  them  involving  a  change  of 
Law  were  referred  to  the  Sub-Oommittee  on  School  Law. 

The  reports  and  tabulated  statements  of  the  results  of  the  last  inspec- 
tion of  the  Academies  and  Model  Schools  were  laid  before  the  Committee, 
and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  have  the  general  reports  of  the  Inspec- 
tors together  with  the  said  tabulated  statements  published  in  the  Educa- 
tioncd  Record. 

The  revenue  from  Marriage  License  Fees  for  the  past  year  amounted  to 
$6322.00  after  deducting  $200  for  management.  Of  this  sum  five  thousand 
dollars  were  appropriated  to  University  Education,  as  follows  : 

McGill  University 2,500 

Morrin  College 1,250 

University  of  Bishop's  College,  Lennoxville 1,250 

5,000 

The  Balance  of  the  Marriage  License  Fees  amounting  to....  $1,322, 
being  added  to  the  Protestant  portion,  according  to  the  recent  census  of  the 
Superior  Education  Q-rant  for  the  year,  amounting  to  $9,*700.00,  gives  a 
total  of  $11,022.00  for  distribution  at  this  meeting. 

The  Committee,  after  carefully  examining  and  considering  the  reports 
and  returns  of  the  Inspectors  of  Academies  and  Model  Schools  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Annual  Returns  from  the  different  Educational  Institutions 
for  Superior  Education,  agreed  to  recommend  the  payment  of  the  following 
sums  annexed  to  each. 

Universities  and  Colleges. 

McGill  University $1,650 

Morrin  College 500 

St.  Francis  College,  Richmond 1,000 

University  of  Bishop's  College,  Lennoxville 1,000 

$4,150 
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Academies,  class  I. 

Lachute,  Argenteuil I    550 

Stanstead,  and  Wesleyan  Ladies'  College 550 

Coaticook,  Stanstead 450 

Huntingdon 450 

Compton,  Ladies' College 375 

Sherbrooke 375 

t2,750 
Class  II. 

Knowlton,"Brome I   275 

Granby,  SheflTord 275 

Eaton,  Compton 225 

Inverness,  Megantic 225 

Waterloo,  Shefford 225 

Shawville,  Pontiac 225 

Three  Rivers,  St.  Maurice 200 

Berthier-en-haut,  Berthier 200 

Bedford,  Missisquoi 200 

St.  Johns,  St.  Johns 150 

Clarenceville,  Missisquoi 150 

Hatley,  Stanstead 100 

Dunham,  Ladies'  College,  Missisquoi 100 

$2,550 
Model  School,  class  I. 

Sweetsburg,  Missisquoi $     75 

Cowansville,  Missisquoi 75 

Valleyfield,  Beauharnois 75 

Magog,  Stanstead 75 

Lacolle,  St.  Johns 75 
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Leeds,  Megantic $     t6 

Bristol,  Pontiac 75 

Clarendon,  Pontiac 75 

$    600 
Class  II. 

St.  Sylvestre,  Lotbiniere $     50 

Thurso,  Ottawa 50 

Grenville,  Argenteuil 50 

Marbleton,  Wolfe 50 

« 

Hull,  Ottawa 50 

Aylmer,  Ottawa 50 

Scotstown,  Compton 50 

Sutton,  Brome 50 

Rawdon,  Montcalm 50 

St.  Lambert,  Chambly 50 

LaPfiche,  Ottawa 50 

Philipsburg,  Missisquoi 50 

Stanbridge,  Missisquoi 50 

Ormstown,  Chateauguay 50 

Lingwick,  Gould,  Compton 50 

Warden,  SheflFord 50 

$      800 

The  above  grants  amount  in  all  to  $15,850,  and  together  with  $120  due 
Sherbrooke  Academy  for  last  year,  make  $15,970,  which  sum,  being  deducted 
from  the  total  amount,  viz :  $16,022  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  for 
Superior  Education,  leaves  a  balance  of  $52. 

The  accounts  with  vouchers  submitted  by  the  Secretary  were  examined 
and  found  correct,  balance  to  date  in  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  being  $746.77. 

The  Secretary's  contingent  expenses  amounting  to  $3.80  were  ordered 
to  be  paid. 
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The  Eev.  Mr.  Vial's  application  was  considered  and  the  Committee 
cannot  recommend  the  grant  to  be  made  to  St.  Dunstan  Model  School,  Lake 
Beauport. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  on 
Wednesday,  the  29th  November,  or  sooner,  if  necessary,  on  the  call  of  the 
chairman. 

GEORGE  WEIR, 

Secretary. 


Quebec,  2nd  February,  1883. 

On  which  day,  a  special  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction,  was  held  on  the  call  of  the  Grovernment  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec,  through  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Teachers'  Pension  Act,  and  other 
proposed  Acts  on  Education. 

Present :  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec,  chairman  ;  Dr.  Dawson,  Dr. 
Mathews,  Dr.  Heneker,  the  Hon.  James  Ferrier,  and  the  Revd.  Eson  T. 
Rexford,  Protestant  Secretary  of  the  Department,  to  represent  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction. 

A  letter  from  the  Hon.  J.  Wiirtele,  Provincial  Treasurer,  was  read  by 
Mr.  Rexford,  intimating  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Gt)vemment  to 
repeal  an  Act,  passed  in  1880,  establishing  a  Pension  and  Benevolent 
Fund,  in  favour  of  officers  of  Primary  Instruction,  and  intimating  further, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Q-overnment  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
pensions  to  Inspectors  of  Schools,  and  to  Professors  of  Normal  Schools,  and 
that  before  doing  so,  the  G-ovemment  desire  to  consult  and  take  the  advice 
of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  The  Hon.  the  Provincial  Treasurer 
also  expressed  his  willingness  to  meet  the  Committees  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  any  information  aud  explanations,  which  the  Committees  may  desire. 
The  Hon.  Messrs.  Mousseau,  Wiirtele  and  Lynch,  had  an  interview  with 
the  Committee. 
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The  Hon.  Messrs.  Wiirtele  and  Lynch  explained  the  views  of  the  G-ov- 
emment  in  regard  to  the  matters  referred  to  above,  and  after  some  discus- 
sion, it  was  unanimously  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  E.  W.  Heneker,  Esq., 
D.C.L.,  seconded  by  Dr.  Dawson  : 

"  Whereas,  this  Committee  has  learned  from  the  Q-overnment : 

1.  That  they  desire  to  introduce  a  Bill  into  Parliament  for  the  repeal 
of  the  Pension  Act,  43-44,  Vic.  cap.  22,  and  that,  before  doing  so,  they 
wish  for  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  on  the  subject ; 

2.  But  that,  in  order  to  protect  existing  interests,  they  propose  to  revert 

* 

to  the  old  Pension  Act,  passed  22nd  December,  1866,  under  which  school 
teachers  may,  by  voluntary  contributions,  take  advantage  of  the  said  Act ; 

3.  And  that  they  propose  to  increase  the  maximum  of  $8,000  stipulated 
under  the  said  Act  of  1856,  by  a  further  contribution  of  at  least  $1,009,  (the 
said  sum  of  $1,000  being  the  amount  of  G-ovemment  contribution  under 
Sec.  12,  Sub-Sec.  8  of  the  Act  of  1880) ; 

4.  That  provision  will  be  made  for  School  Inspectors  and  Professors  in, 
and  Teachers  of.  Normal  Schools,  appointed  by  the  Government,  by  placing 
them  on  the  Civil  Service  Pension  List ; 

5.  That  the  sums  kept  back  from  the  Educational  Grants,  and  from 
School  Teachers,  in  anticipation  of  the  present  Act  going  into  operation, 
will  be  paid  over  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Instruction  and  to  the  teachers 
through  the  School  Boards  ; 

This  Committee  expresses  its  approval  of  the  proposed  repeal  of  the 
Act  43-44  Vic,  cap.  22,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  articles  2,  3,  4,  5  above 
mentioned,  but  earnestly  recommends  the  Government  so  to  amend  the 
provisions  of  the  old  Pension  Act  of  1856  as  to  induce  a  greater  desire,  on 
the  part  of  Teachers,  to  take  advantage  of  the  same. 

That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  immediately  communicated  to  the  Govern- 
ment with  a  request  that  permission  be  granted  to  publish  the  same  with- 
out delay. 
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The  chairman  asked  leave  to  give  in  the  report  of  the  Sub-Committee, 
upon  the  petition  of  certain  inhabitants  of  the  School  municipality  of  Cox. 
The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  hand  the  said  report  of  said  Sub-Committee 
to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Dr.  Dawson,  reported  from  the  Sub-Committee  on  Educational  Record, 
that  the  publishers  of  the  Record  are  willing  to  issue  it  once  in  two  months, 
beginning  February  1st,  at  the  rate  of  |500  per  annum  for  the  copies  re- 
quired, and  increase  the  number  of  pages  in  each  number  in  proportion, 
improving  also  the  quality  of  the  paper.  The  suggestion  made  as  to  the 
contents  of  the  Journal  will  be  attended  to  in  the  volume  of  1883. 

The  balance  of  account,  1253.33,  due  the  Grazette  Printing  Company 
was  ordered  to  be  paid  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  contingent  fund  will 
permit. 

It  was  unanimously  resolved  : 

"  That  the  Superintendent  of  Pubic  Instruction  be  requested  to  ftirnish, 
for  the  information  of  the  Committee,  a  Summary  of  the  G-rand  Statistical 
Tables  of  Inspectors  in  reference  to  Protestant  and  mixed  Schools  in  the 
different  districts  of  Inspection." 

The  following  letters  addressed  by  Dr.  Heneker  to  William  White,  Esq. 
as  Batonnier  of  the  Quebec  Bar,  in  regard  to  the  preliminary  examinations 
for  the  admission  to  the  study  of  the  professions,  having  been  laid  before  the 
Committee,  it  was  unanimously  Resolved : 

"  That  thfe  letter  read  by  Dr.  Heneker  be  adopted  by  this  Committee  as 
expressing  its  views,  and  be  printed  in  the  Record  and  for  general  circula- 
tion." 
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Sherbrooke,  29th  January,  1883. 

William  White,  Esq., 

Sherbrooke. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  am  not  about  to  address  you  officially,  for  I  am  not  authorized  to 
do  so,  yet  I  know  you  are  so  much  interested  in  the  question  of  education 
in  this  Province,  that  I  cannot  but  feel,  (occupying  as  you  do  the  highly 
honourable  and  important  position  of  Batonnier  of  the  Quebec  Bar),  that  you 
ought  to  be  made  aware  of  the  desires  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  in  the  matter  of  the  examination  of  candidates 
for  admission  to  study  the  professions  in  this  Province.  I  wish  at  once  to 
state  that  the  Protestant  Committee  do  not  in  any  way  desire  to  interfere 
with  the  education  of  Roman  Catholics.  The  two  Committees  of  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction  have  the  same  object  in  view,  but  they  work  on 
different  lines. 

The  Protestant  educational  system  may  be  classified  into  threee  grades, 
viz..  Common  Schools,  High  Schools  and  Universities.    With  the  limited 
means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee,  they  are  endeavoring  gradually  to 
raise  the  tone  of  the  High  Schools.     The  Common  Schools  demand  a  great 
deal  of  thoughtful  care  in  their  administration,  but  hitherto  they  have  been 
almost  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion ;  and  the  Universities,  although  receiving  grants  of  public  money,  lie 
beyond  the  inspecting  power  of  the  Committee.     Regular  returns  of  their 
work  and  numbers  are  sent  periodically  to  the  Government,  and  they  are 
worthy  of  the  great  confidence  reposed  in  them  by  the  public.     But  the 
High  Schools,  or  Academies,  as  they  are  called  in  country  parts,  have  been 
in  a  most  unsatisfactory  condition.     The  Committee  have  labored  earnestly 
to  raise  their  tone  and  to  fit  them  for  the  work  which  the  country  demands 
of  them.     I  do  not  wish  to  trouble  you  with  an  account  of  their  short-com- 
ings and  of  the  efforts  of  the  Protestant  Committee  to  improve  them — 
suffice  it  to  say  that  the  aim  of  the  Committee  is  to  make  the  Academies  the 
means  whereby  young  men  may  prepare  themselves  for  the  study  of  the 
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professions  and  for  entering  the  Universities,  by  giving  them  the  ground- 
work of  a  liberal  education,  such  as  may  qualify  them  for  public  life,  no 
matter  what  a  man's  special  calling  may  be.  One  of  the  most  serious  diflfi- 
culties  the  Committee  have  had  to  encounter  arises  from  the  powers 
possessed  by  the  several  professional  bodies  to  examine  candidates  for  the 
permission  to  enter  on  professional  study.  This  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  the  professional  examination  itself  for  admission  to  practice.  With 
this  latter  the  Committee  have  no  wish  to  interfere ;  it  is  entirely  outside  of 
their  province.  But  as  to  the  admission  to  study,  they  feel  that  the  best 
preparation  a  young  man  can  have  is  a  broad,  liberal  education  without 
"  cram,"  such  as  will  draw  out  the  faculties  and  cultivate  thought  and 
observation.  This  style  of  training  is  equally  applicable  and  useful  to  the* 
intending  student  of  Law,  of  Medicine,  of  Engineering  and  other  professions, 
including  even  Divinity. 

•Under  the  present  system  there  is  no  uniformity  of  plan  or  subject, 
no  trained  body  of  Examiners,  and  in  the  uncertainty  which  prevails,  stu- 
dents are  led  to  search  previous  sets  of  questions  and  to  prepare  themselves 
by  a  system  of  "  cram." 

But  further,  there  is  a  great  practical  difficulty  in  the  fact  that  no  Acade- 
my teacher  can  give  attention  to  students  preparing  for  different  professions, 
and  at  the  same  time  attend  to  ordinary  school  work.  Under  such  a  demand 
any  educational  system  will  break  down.  The  plan  of  the  Committee  is  to 
have  an  Examining  Board  of  trained  teachers  of  experience,  who  may  be 
appointed  by  the  Grovernment  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee, 
with,  if  necessary,  the  concurrence  of  the  professional  bodies.  Some  such 
plan  would  meet  the  requirements  of  the  case,  provided  the  subjects  taught 
in  the  Academies  and  High  Schools  formed  the  ground  work  of  the  exami- 
nations, and  it  would  be  of  course  open  at  any  time  to  the  professional 
bodies  to  recommend  certain  objects  of  study.  The  co-oi>eration  of  the  pro- 
fessional bodies  would  be^welcomed  by  the  Committee  and  would  greatly 
strengthen  their  hands. 

The  adoption  of  some  such  system  would  give  a  higher  tone  to  educa- 
tion and  secure  a  higher  class  of  teachers,  and  the  evils  of  the  "  cram"  system 
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would  be  avoided.  The  Committee  moreover  insist  very  strongly  on  the 
absolute  necessity  of  recognizing  the  University  Degree  as  in  itself  a  quali- 
fication for  the  entrance  on  the  study  of  a  profession.  The  two  Protestant 
Universities,  McG-ill  and  Bishop's  College,  are  working  to  increase  the 
quality  of  the  degree.  They  are  united  on  the  subjects  for  matriculation  in 
Arts,  and  although  there  are  subsequent  differences,  so  as  to  satisfy  different 
classes  of  minds,  yet  both  are  earnest  to  require  good  work  from  their 
students.  If  the  professional  bodies  will  not  accept  men  who  have  devoted 
three  or  four  years  of  their  strength  to  the  study  of  Arts  and  Science,  not  in 
technicalities  but  on  broad  fundamental  grounds,  there  would  seem  to  be 
very  little  room  for  Universities  at  all  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

Commending  these  few  observations  to  your  kind  notice  and  attention. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  very  truly  yours 

E.  W.  Heneker, 

George  Weir. 

Secretary. 


Wednesday,  28th  February,  1883. 

On  which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of 
the  Council  of  the  Public  Instruction  was  held. 

Present :  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec,  in  the  chair,  Dr.  Cook,  Dr.  Mathews, 
B..  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  E.  J.  Hemming,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  the  Hon.  James 
Ferrier,  and  the  Hon.  Gr6d6on  Ouimet,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 

The  minutes  of  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  29th  November,  1882,  were 
read  and  confirmed. 

The  minutes  of  the  special  meeting  of  the  2nd  February,  1888,  were 
read,  and,  in  so  far  as  they  bore  on  the  special  business  for  which  said 
meeting  was  called  were  confirmed,  but  exception  being  taken  to  the  other 
items  of  business  taken  up  at  said  meeting,  it  was  resolved  that  they  should 
be  taken  up  again. 
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The  Committee  agreed  to  confirm  the  Sesolution  passed  at  said  special 
meeting,  in  regard  to  the  Educalumal  Record,  with  this  farther  reoommenda- 
tion  that  a  page  or  two  be  put  at  the  disposal  of  teachers  wanting  schools, 
and  of  commissioners  or  trustees  wanting  teachers,  such  notices  to  be  in- 
serted free  of  charge. 

The  Committee  further  agreed  to  confirm  the  Besolution  in  regard  to 
the  furnishing  a  summary  of  the  Grand  Statistical  Tables  of  Inspection  is 
reference  to  Protestant  and  mixed  schools  in  the  different  districts  of  inspect 
tion. 

The  report  of  the  sub-committee  upon  the  petition  of  certain  inhabi- 
tants of  the  school  municipality  of  Cox,  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  the  general  principle  of  Dr.  Heneker  s  letter- 
on  the  preliminary  examination  of  Candidates  for  admission  to  the  study  of 
the  Professions,  addressed  to  William  White,  Esq.,  Batonnier  of  the  Quebec 
Bar,  Dr.  Cook  dissenting. 

The  Honorable  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  stated  that 
owing  to  the  death  of  the  Eevd.  G-eorge  C.  Robinson,  recommended  at  tht* 
last  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Committee,  to  be  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Ottawa  Board  of  Examiners,  no  appointment  had  yet  been  made  to  said 
Board  of  Examiners,  and  that  the  Bevd.  T.  E.  Cimningham  had  been  recom- 
mended in  room  of  the  said  Eevd.  Mr.  Bobinson,  deceased.  The  Committee 
requested  the  Honorable  the  Sui)erintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  recom- 
mend the  Grovemment  to  appoint  the  aforesaid  Rev.  T.  E.  Cunningham,  a 
member  of  said  Board  of  Examiners,  Ottawa  The  Honorable  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction  stated  further  that  Mr.  Lee's  appointment  a* 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Stanstead,  would  be  made  at  the  same 
time  with  the  filling  of  the  vacancies  in  the  Ottawa  Board  of  Examiners. 

Dr.  Hemming  drew  the  attention  of  the  sub-committee  on  School  Law 
to  his  rider  on  their  last  report. 

The  sub-committee  on  School  Law  agreed  to  report  the  result  of  their 
interview  with  the  Grovemment  at  next  meeting. 
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A  letter  was  read  from  the  Honorable  Mr.  Joly,  Teoommending  that 
the  Committee  should  make  the  day,  apx>ointed  by  the  Gt>Yernmeiit,  as 
"Arbor  day,"  a  holiday  in  all  the  schools  under  their -jurisdiction.  The 
Committee  agreed  to  this  recommendation  on  condition  of  the  days'  being 
employed  in  planting  trees.  * 

As  nothing  further  had  been  done  in  regard  to  the  arrears  of  Marriage 
License  Fees,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  His  Lordship  the  Bishop  of 
Quebec,  Dr.  Cook,  and  the  Honorable  G§deon  Ouimet,  be  a  Sub-Committee 
to  wait  on  the  Dominion  G-overnment,  in  Ottawa,  next  month,  with  a  view 
to  an  early  settlement  of  the  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fees,  to  be  assisted 
by  the  Honorable  James  Ferrier. 

The  report  of  McGill  Normal  School  Committee  to  the  Corjwration  of 
McGill  University  in  regard  to  a  higher  grade  of  Academy  Diploma,  and 
the  adoption  of  said  report  by  McGill  University  were  brought  before  the 
Committee,  and  the  consideration  of  the  same  was  deferred  till  next  meet- 
ing, the  Secretary  being  instructed  to  send  in  the  meantime  copies  of  said 
rei>ort  to  the  several  members  of  the  Committee. 

A  memorial  from  the  Directors  of  the  Quebec  High  School,  asking  for 
aid  for  said  High  School  from  the  Superior  Education  Fund,  having  been 
laid  before  the  Committee,  it  was  agreed  to  defer  the  consideration  of  the 
same  till  next  meeting. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Emslie,  teacher,  in  regard  to  the  proposed  repeal  of 
the  Teachers'  Pension  Act,  was  read.  The  Committee  requested  the  Hon. 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  lay  it  before  the  Government, 
w^ith  a  strong  recommendation  to  favorable  consideration. 

A  memorial  from  the  Protestant  Teachers'  Association  of  the  city  of 
Quebec,  praying  the  Committee  to  review  its  decision  of  last  meeting  in 
regard  to  the  Teachers'  Pension  Act,  was  presented  and  read. 

A  course  of  study  for  ungraded  Elementary  Schools,  prepared  by  Mr. 
Eexford,  Protestant  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  toge- 
ther with  a  letter  froin  said  Secretary  explanatory  of  the  same,  was  laid 

26 


402 


before  the  Committee,  and  after  discussion  it  was  agreed  to  defer  the  consi- 
deration thereof  till  next  meeting. 

A  Sub-Committee  consisting  of  Dr.  Heneker  and  Dr.  Mathews  was 
appointed  to  enquire  into  all  financial  matters  affecting  educational  inte- 
rests under  the  care  of  the  Committee,  and  to  rei>ort  to  next  meeting. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Bexford,  recommending,  (1)  That  second 
class  Elementary  Diplomas  be  issued  for  one  year  only,  (2)  That  a  candidate 
taking  the  highest  total  marks  and  a  first  class  Diploma  be  exempt  from 
fees,  (8)  That  candidates  for  Teachers'  Diplomas  be  examined  in  Drawing, 
those  for  Elementary  Diplomas  in  Smith's  Manual  for  Primary  Schools,  and 
those  for  Model  School  and  Academy  Diplomas  on  the  Manual  for  the  Inter- 
mediate Schools.  The  Committee  agreed  to  the  2nd  and  3rd  of  these  le- 
commendations,  and  to  the  1st  provided  the  Law  and  the  Begulations  of 
the  Committee  allow  it. 

Dr.  Bichardson's  Temi>erance  Lesson  Book  was  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Committee,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be  placed  on  the 
list  of  Books  authorized  for  use  in  the  schools  of  this  province.  After  some 
discussion  it  was  laid  on  the  Table. 

The  accounts  and  vouchers  submitted  by  the  Secretary  were  examined 
and  found  correct,  the  balance  in  the  Bank  of  Montreal  to  date  being  $18.04. 

There  being  no  farther  business,  the  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  on 
Wednesday,  the  80th  May,  or  earlier,  if  necessary,  on  the  caU  of  the  chair- 
man. 

GEOBaE  WEIB, 

Sec.P,  a  of  the  a  Rl 
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26th  June,  1888. 

The  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Province. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  recommend 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council  to  approve  of  the  following  regula- 
tions, concerning  Academy  Diplomas,  passed  by  the  Protestant  Committee 
of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  at  the  regular  meeting  held  on  the 
30th  May  last,  namely : 

Copy  of  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Honorable  the  Executive  Council, 
dated  the  28th  June,  1888,  approved  by  the  Lieutenant  Grovemor  on 
the  80th  June,  1888. 

On  the  approval  of  certain  regulations  concerning  Academy  Diplomas. 

The  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Province,  in  a  memorandum  dated 
the  twenty-eighth  of  June  instant,  1888,  recommends,  on  the  application 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
be  pleased  to  approve  the  following  regulations  concerning  Academy  Di- 
plomas, passed  by  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  at  the  regular  meeting  held  on  the  30th  May  last,  viz  : 

''  Regulations  respecting  Academy  Diplomas."  "  Hereafter  three  grades 
''  of  Academy  Diplomas  for  Protestant  Academies,  which  schools  may  be 
"  granted  by  the  Superintendent  of  Education  as  follows  : 

"  1st.  The  first  class  Academy  Diploma  to  candidates,  who  being  gra- 
''  duates  in  arts  of  some  British  or  Canadian  ITniversitp,  and  having  taken 
**  both  Latin  and  Greek  in  their  course  of  study,  have  also  passed  the  exam- 
"  ination  in  the  art  of  teaching  in  the  McGill  Normal  School,  as  prescribed 
"  by  its  regulations,  certification  of  the  above  to  be  made  by  the  Principal 
**  of  the  Normal  School. 

**  2nd.  The  second  class  Academy  Diploma  to  candidates  who  have 
**  taken  the  Academy  Diplama  of  the  McGill  Normal  School,  or  of  a  Board 
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"  of  Examiners  and  have  thereafter  passed  the  second  year  or  intermediate 
"  examination  of  a  University  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  or,  (in  case  of 
"  female  candidates),  who  have  passed  in  the  examinations  of  the  Univei^ 
"  sities  for  senior  associate  in  arts,  including  the  examinations  in  Latin  and 
"  Grreek,  certification  of  the  same  to  be  made  by  the  University. 

''  3rd.  The  third  class  or  ordinary  Academy  Diploma,  to  candidates 
"  who  have  passed  the  examination  for  the  same  before  the  Normal  School 
"  examiners  having  the  power  to  examine  for  the  Academy  Diploma,  certi- 
"  fication  of  the  same  to  be  made  by  the  Principal  of  the  Normal  School  or 
"  by  the  Board  of  Examiners- 

''  In  the  distribution  of  the  Superior  Education  Fund,  only  those  aca- 
"  demies  in  which  a  first  or  second  class  academy  teacher  has  been  engaged 
"  shall  be  considered  to  be  entitled  to  the  first  and  second  grades  of  sub- 
"  vention  from  the  Superior  Education  Fund." 

Jos.  A.  Defoy, 

Clk.  Ex.  Council. 


Wednesday,  80th  May,  1883. 

On  which  day  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Protestant  Committee  of 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  was  held : 

Present :  His  Lordship  the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  in  the  chair ;  Dr.  Cook. 
Dr.  Dawson,  the  Hon.  James  Ferrier,  E.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  E,  J. 
Hemming,  Esq.,  D.C.L.,  and  the  Hon.  Gideon  Ouimet,  Sui>erintendent  of 
Public  Instruction. 

The  minutes  of  the  former  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  summary  of  G-rand  Statistical  Table  of  Inspection  in  reference  to 
Protestant  and  mixed  Schools,  prepared  by  Mr.  Rexford,  was  read  by  him. 
and  after  discussion  thereon  it  was  resolved  : 

''  That  Mr.  Bexford  be  requested  to  circulate  the  Table  among  the 
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members  of  the  Committee,  with  additional  information  as  to  the  faith  of 
the  teachers  in  mixed  and  dissentient  schools,  with  any  other  suggestions 
he  may  have  to  make.." 

The  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reported  that  the 
appointments  recommended  by  the  Committee  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Otta- 
w^a  and  Stanstead  Boards  of  Examiners  had  been  made. 

The  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Premier,  in  regard  to 
changes  in  the  school  Laws  of  the  Province  reported  as  follows  : 

m 

"  The  following  members  of  the  Protestant  Committee  waited  on  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mousseau,  Premier  of  Quebec,  on  the  12th  January,  1888,  at  10 
A.  M.,  on  the  proposed  amendments  of  the  Educational  Laws,  viz  : 

'*  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Quebec,  the  Revd.  Dr.  Cook,  the  Eevd.  Dr. 
Mathews,  and  R.  W.  Heneker,  Esq.,  D.C.L.  The  Hon.  W.  W.  Lynch  was 
also  in  attendance,  but  not  as  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Committee. 

"  The  several  articles  of  amendment  were  read  over,  and  explanations 
given  as  to  each.  The  Premier  asked  questions  from  time  to  time,  and 
stated  that  as  regards  details  of  work,  he  considered  that  the  two  commit- 
tees of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  were,  in  his  opinion,  charged  with 
the  duty  of  applying  the  Law,  each  according  to  the  special  matters  referred 
to  them,  and  that,  if  money  were  wanted,  in  some  way,  it  must  be  found. 

"  As  to  Article  IV,  he  entertained  doubts,  for  it  involved  questions 
beyond  the  special  matter  referred  to,  and  the  subject  required  careful  in- 
vestigation. 

"  The  Hon.  Mr.  Lynch  stated  that  all  such  matters  were  understood  to 
have  been  settled  at  the  time  of  confederation,  when  a  compromise  was 
eflfected. 

**  The  deputation  replied  to  this  that  the  compromise  (so  called)  was 
brought  about  without  having  been  submitted  to  the  people,  and  could 
scarcely  be  held  as  binding  when  so  serious  a  difficulty  as  that  under  consi- 
deration was  held  to  exist. 
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"  Article  YI  was  pressed  on  the  attention  of  the  Premier  as  of  essential 
importance  to  the  higher  education  of  the  country,  and  reference  was  made 
to  the  strong  views  held  by  Dr.  Dawson  on  the  subject. 

"  The  Hon.  Mr.  Lynch  stated  that  he,  personally,  favoured  the  views  of 
the  Committee,  but  thought  it  impossible  to  overcome  the  determined  oppo- 
sition of  the  representatives  of  the  different  professions  holding  seats  in 
Parliament. 

"  To  mostj  if  not  all,  of  the  other  Articles,  it  was  understood  that  the 
Premier  gave  his  consent.      , 

"  On  the  question  of  the  introduction  of  any  new  bill,  affecting  public 
instruction,  without  the  knowledge  and  advice  first  taken  of  the  Commit- 
tees of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  the  Premier  stated  distinctlv  that 
he  had  received  a  deputation  from  the  lioman  Catholic  Committee  on  the 
same  subject,  and  that  he  had  answered  them  in  writing  that  no  Bill 
should  be  brought  in  without  their  knowledge  and  advice  thereon  being 
first  obtained.  He  was  ready,  if  desired,  to  give  in  writing  the  same  assur- 
ance to  the  Protestant  Committee. 

"  It  was  noticeable  that  the  Premier  adopted  the  language  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  using  the  terms  Catholic  and  non-Catholic  in  stead  of  Catholic 
and  Protestant." 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Sub-Committee  on  School  Law  be  continued. 
His  Lordship  the  chairman's  name  being  added  thereto,  and  that  said  Sub- 
Committee  be  requested  to  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the  different  professions 
to  agree  on  some  uniform  system  of  preliminary  examinations  for  entrance 
on  the  study  of  such  professions. 

In  reference  to  the  arrears  of  Marriage  License  Fees,  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Dominion  Gk)vemment,  His  Lordship  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
stated  that  he  had  put  himself  in  communication  with  the  Premier  of  the 
Dominion,  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  that  the  question  had  been  referred  to 
the  Minister  of  Finance,  Sir  Leonard  Tilley,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
following  letter  from  the  said  Sir  Leonard  Tilley,  Minister  of  Finance,  it 
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was  deemed  xinnecessary  for  the  deputation  to  proceed  to  Ottawa  on  the 
matter  in  question. 

[Copy.]  Ottawa,  March  ^th  1888. 

My  Dear  Sir  John, 

I  think  we  can  make  an  advance  of  $20,000  or  $25,000  of  the  Marriage 
Fees,  referred  to  pending  the  final  settlement  of  the  accounts  with  Quebec, 
now  near  at  hand.  It  may  not  be  necessary,  therefore,  for  the  deputation 
to  come  to  Ottawa. 

Yours  sincerely, 

S.  L.  TiLLEY, 

The  Eight  Honorable 

Sir  John  A.  McDonald,  K.C.B.,  &c. 

The  question  of  a  higher  grade  of  Academy  Diploma,  referred  to  the 
Committee  by  the  corporation  of  McGill  University,  was  next  taken  up, 
and  after  careful  consideration  of  the  same,  the  following  conclusion  was 
reached  : 

Regulations  respecting  Academy  Diplomas, 

Hereafter  three  grades  of  Academy  Diplomas  for  Protestant  Academies 
or  High  Schools  may  be  granted  by  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  as 
follows  : 

1.  The  First  Class  Academy  Diploma,  to  Candidates,  who  being  grad- 
uates in  Arts  of  some  British  or  Canadian  University,  and  having  taken 
both  Latin  and  G-reek  in  their  course  of  study,  have  also  passed  the  exami- 
nation in  the  Art  of  teaching  in  the  McG-ill  Normal  School,  as  prescribed 
by  its  regulations, — certification  of  the  above  to  be  made  by  the  Principal 
of  the  Normal  School. 

2.  The  Second  Class  Academy  Diploma,  to  Candidates,  who  have  taken 
the  Academy  Diploma  of  the  McGill  Normal  School,  or  of  a  Board  of  Exam- 
iners, and  have  thereafter  passed  the  second  year's  or  intermediate  examina- 
tion of  a  University  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  or  (in  case  of  female  candi- 
dates) who  have  passed  in  the  examination  of  the  Universities  for  Senior 
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Associate  in  Arts,  including  the  examinations  in  Latin  and  Greek, — certifi- 
cation of  the  same  to  be  made  by  the  University. 

3.  The  Third  Class  ordinary  Academy  Diploma,  to  Candidates,  who 
have  passed  the  examination  for  the  same  before  the  Normal  School  Exam- 
iners, or  any  Board  of  Examiners,  having  the  power  to  examine  for  the 
Academy  Diploma, — certification  of  the  same  to  be  made  by  the  Principal 
of  the  Normal  School,  or  by  the  Board  of  Examiners. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  Superior  Education  Fund,  only  those  Acade- 
mies in  which  a  first  or  second  class  Academy  Teacher  has  been  engaged, 
shall  be  considered  to  be  entitled  to  the  first  and  second  grade  of  subven- 
tion from  the  Superior  Education  Fund. 

The  request  of  the  Directors  of  the  Quebec  High  School  for  a  grant 
firom  the  Superior  Education  Fund,  was  left  over  for  consideration  to  the 
meeting  for  the  annual  distribution  of  said  fund. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  course  of  study  for  ungraded  Elementary 
Schools,  prepared  by  Mr.  Rexford,  be  adopted  and  recommended,  and  that 
the  Inspectors  be  instructed  to  examine  schools  in  accordance  with  the 
same. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  educational  financial  matters,  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  the  question  of  expense  of  publishing  Educor 
tional  Record,  of  inspection  of  Academies  and  Model  Schools,  &c.,  being 
referred  to  the  same. 

The  Committee  agreed  that  Mr.  Bexford's  recommendations, — (1)  That 
second  class  Elementary  Diplomas  be  issued  for  one  year  only.  (2)  That 
the  Candidate  taking  the  highest  total  marks,  and  a  first  class  Diploma  be 
exempt  from  fees,  (3)  That  Candidates  for  Teachers'  Diplomas  be  examined 
in  drawing,  those  for  Elementary  Diplomas  on  Smith's  Manual  for  Primary 
Schools,  and  those  for  Model  School  and  Academy  Diplomas,  on  the  Manual 
for  Intermediate  Schools,  be  adopted. 

That  the  Hon.  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  be  requested 
to  lay  the  aforesaid  recommendations  before  the  Lieutenant-G-ovemor  in 
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Cioancil,  for  sanction ;  and  that  the  aforesaid  recommendations  take  effect 
at  the  May  Examinations  of  Candidates  for  Teachers'  Diplomas  of  1884. 

Complaint  having  been  made  that  in  some  instances,  Protestant  Candi- 
dates for  Teachers'  Diplomas,  had  gone  for  examination  to  Eoman  Catholic 
Board  of  Examiners,  it  was  resolved  : 

**'  That  all  Protestant  Candidates  for  Teachers'  Diplomas  be  examined 
under  the  regulations,  and  by  the  papers,  issued  by  the  Protestant  Commit- 
tee of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  the  Bevd.  Mr.  Blaylock,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners,  Bonaventure,  stating  that  previous  to  the  formation  of 
«aid  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners,  Bonaventure,  several  Protestants  had 
received  Diplomas  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Board  sitting  at  Carle  ton,  and 
enquiring  whether  said  Protestant  Board  of  Examiners,  Bonaventure,  could 
now  call  such  teachers  before  them  for  re-examination,  the  secretary  was 
instructed  to  say  that  the  Committee  has  made  provision  for  the  future  in 
this  regard,  but  could  do  nothing  in  reference  to  the  past. 

A  reference  from  the  Board  of  Examiners,  Pontiac,  in  regard  to  the 
granting  of  Diplomas  to  three  candidates  slightly  under  the  legal  age,  who 
had  passed  the  recent  examinations  for  Elementary  Diplomas,  was  laid  be- 
fore the  Committee.  As  in  said  reference  it  was  stated  that  there  was  a 
scarcity  of  Teachers  in  the  district,  the  Committee  agreed  to  authorize  the 
issue  of  the  Diplomas,  by  the  said  Board  of  Examiners,  Pontiac. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Heneker,  seconded  by  Dr.  Hemming,  it  was  re- 
solved : 

*'  That,  with  regard  to  the  engagement  of  teachers  in  the  common 
schools, — the  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent,  par.  iv.,  in  his  circu- 
lar of  the  8rd  April  1883,  be  adopted  by  this  Committee,  and  that  the 
engagement  of  such  teachers  be  for  the  whole  year,  and  not  for  any  less 
period. 

A  letter  having  been  read  from  the  Ven.  Archdeacon  Leach,  announcing 
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his  resignation  of  office  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction^ 
it  was  resolved : 

"  That  the  Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction, 
while  regretting  the  loss  which  their  body  sustains  by  the  retirement  of  a 
gentleman  of  so  high  a  culture,  and  of  such  educational  experience,  desire 
to  offer  to  Archdeacon  Leach,  their  thanks  for  the  gratuitous  services, 
which  he  has,  during  so  many  years  given  to  the  cause  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, and  to  assure  him  that  the  personal  respect  and  attachment,  with  which 
he  inspired  his  colleagues,  must  always  continue  though  their  official 
intercourse  has  ceased." 

A  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Canada,  on  the  desirability  of  iubtructing  children  in  our  public  schools, 
regarding  the  effects  of  alcohol  on  the  human  system,  etc.,  was  received, 
read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  contingent  expenses  of  the  Secretary,  amounting  to  |9.30,  were 
ordered  to  be  paid. 

There  being  no  farther  business,  the  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  on 
Wednesday,  the  26th  September,  or  earlier,  if  necessary,  on  the  call  of  the 
chairman. 

aEORGE  WEIR, 

Secretary. 
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